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TV viewers 
offered 
chocolate 
box choice 



Rob Brown 

Media Editor 

Everyone with a television set 
in Britain will be able to choose 
from 30 channels by early next 
year - and all they will need Is 
a box, about the size of a choco- 
late box. costing less than £200. 

In the most dramatic devel- 
opment since the arrival of 
colour television in 1967, three 
rival consortia are competing to 
make the much- hyped digital 
revolution a practical reality for 
the three-quarters of the Unit- 
ed Kingdom's population who 
have still not entered the mul- 
ti-channel era. 

The huge commercial inter- 
est shown in digital terrestrial 
television - which emerged 
shortly before noon yesterday, 
the Independent Television 
Commission deadline for digi- 
tal television licences - is so 
strong that some media analysts 
are even starting to sound the 
death knell for satellite dishes. 

But Rupert Murdoch is box- 
ing clever as ever. The satellite 
giant BSkyB, in which he holds 
a 40 per cent stake, controls the 
set-top boxes crucial to both 
satellite and terrestrial digital. 
Yesterday it said that it is join- 
ing forces with the biggest ex- 
isting forces in British terrestrial 
television. Carlton, Granada 
and the BBC, to mount a joint 
bid for three of the six digital 
“multiplexes" (or group of fre- 
quencies) up for grabs. 

This unprecedented alliance 
is proposing to create a giant 
new grouping called British 
Digital Broadcasting which 
would offer viewers all the ex- 
isting terrestrial channels, new 
free channels phis the choice of 
15 subscription channels. The 
basic subscription package 
would include Sky One, new 
Carl on films and entertain- 
men channels, Granada Phis, 
Spots Club. Good Life and 
tclev sion shopping plus Public 
Eye. It would also offer four al- 


j The Broadsheet 

Business & City . .22-25 

Comment 19-21 

Faipi & Reason 18 

Gazette 18 

Home News 2-10 

International News 11-15 

Leading articles 19 

Letters 19 

Obituaries 18 

Saturday Story .....20 

Stiares . - ■ 24 

Siort 26-32 

siorts Calendar . .16,17 
Uhft Trusts 25 


The digital future 


■ Digital terrestrial television 
promises the multi-channel lor the 
vast bulk Of British viewers via 
rooftop aerials. Viewers do not 
need a satBSte dish or cable. 

■ A set-top decoder wffl cost up 
to £500 HtiaBy but competition 
could cut that to less than £200 
Within two years TV sets wffl be 
sold with built-in decoders 

■ IWo gnxps of frequencies have 
been awarded to the BBC and a 
share between FTV and Channel 
4, with 8n art house fflm channel 

■ A third wi be shared by Chan- 
nel 5 and.Mfebh language chan- 
nei S4C with Gaelc programmes. 


ready planned BBC channels, 
serving up repeats and new 
lifestyle and music program- 
ming, plus BBC One TV based 
on Radio One 

Viewers not sated by the 
above menu can splash out 
more to subscribe to a further 
three premium channels: Sky 
Movies, the Movie Channel 
and Sky Sports. 

Unveiling the £300m venture, 
Carlton's chairman Michael 
Green enthused: "Going digi- 
tal is the most important de- 
velopment for British television 
since the introduction of 
colour." 

Mr Green forecast the end of 
traditional analogue television 
in a few years as fully integrat- 
ed sets came onto the market 
with built-in decoders. “By 
bringing together Britain's three 
most successful commercial 
broadcasters and the BBC we 
can play a key role in bringing 
about this revolution." he said. 

Roy Payne of the Cable 
Communications Association, 
described BSkyB’s involvement 
in the consortium as “interest- 
ing", commenting: “I wonder 
the extent to which it’s an ad- 
mission that there isn’t a future 
in direct-to-home satellites." 


The other major bidder to 
emerge yesterday Digital Tfele- 
vision Network is daimmg to be 
even more revolutionary. Using 
the same basic set-top boxes - 
which it says it will subsidise to 
create a low-entry cost - DTN, 
part of the American-owned 
NTLCableTel group, is propos- 
ing to offer British viewers not 
just a batch of new channels, but 
also a range of interactive ser- 
vices such as home shopping 
and Internet access. 

Its chief executive, Jeremy 
Thorp, said yesterday: “WeVe 
proposed a multimedia solution 
tailored to the needs of tire UK 
mass TV audience.” 

Mr Thorp said he had the 
“perfect team” to put the 
British population on the in- 
formation superhighway. But 
the team does not include Lord 
Hodicks United News and Me- 
dia or the French pay-television 
channel Canal Plus, which both 
withdrew their expected back- 
ing at the eleventh hour. 

Steve Wagner. DTK’s direc- 
tor of marketing and subscriber 
management, said: “We’ve al- 
ways believed in digital terres- 
trial. We know UK consumers 
through CableTel and we know 
that they aren’t just looking for 
200 more channels. They want 
quality programming and in- 
teractive services which have 
real value for them." 

The science and technology 
minister Ian Taylor said the 

“the^fe to all the Jeremiahsand 
the prophets of doom who said 
that DTt would be of no com- 
mercial interest and that digital 
would be monopolised by one 
company." The ITC is insisting 
that successful applicants must 
launch their new services by July 
next year at the latest 

Business, page 22 
■ Granada Group is planning 
to dose about 100 of its 560 tele- 
vision rental shops. The decision 
is likely to lead to about 2500 
job losses. 
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Open wide: Digital television is set to take over the market and, by earty next year, Britons 
will be aMe to channel-hop between 30 stations Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


Major unveils his plans for 
shares for the workers 


! fhc Long 'Weekend 

Ahs 4,5 
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Gauntry .17 

- -2 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Prime Minister yesterday 
sought to reclaim the initiative 
after an uncertain start to the 
Tbiy election campaign by leak- 
ing parts of his own manifesto 
to encourage firms tooffer free 
shares to theirworkeis, and per- 
sonal pensions for employees of 
small businesses. 

The first details of the Tbiy 
manifesto may haye failed to fire 
voters' imag ination, but John 
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I i nno vations" and a “stream of 
announcements". Hailing the 
plans as the core themes of the 
manifesto, he announced: 

; ■ Sharematcb, which involves 
changes in Inland Revenue 
rules to allow firms to offer free 

shares to employees who buy 
shares in their company; 

■ Relaxation of the roles to al- 
low companies to set up per- 
sonal pension plans for groups 
of employees, making it cheap- 
er for small businesses; 
■Reform of the Uniform Busi- 
ness Rate (UBR); ami the eight 


to draw earty on top-up pen- 
sions invested on top oi corn- 
party schemes. 

Tbiy strategists, who claimed 
that (heir “tracking polls” were 
showing a narrower gap than 
the 25 per cent Labour lead re- 
ported yesterday, have per- 
suaded Mr Major to announce 
the details to portray a gov- 
ernment with ideas, to over- 
come an impression that it has 
run out of steam. The Tbiy lead- 


ership feared il missed an op- 
portunity to steal a march on 
Labour on Monday when it an- 
nounced that the Cabinet had 
agreed the manifesto at Che- 
quers without providing any 
details. In a hurriedly arranged 
press conference at ’Conserva- 
tive Central Office. Mr Major 
sought to repair the damage. 

The Tory strategy is directed 
at securingthe “grey’’ vote with 
more self provision through in- 
surance schemes, even if it sur- 
renders the youth vote. 

The plans unveiled by Mr 
Major foil short of the “prop- 
erty owning democracy" hailed 
by Baroness Thatcher in previ- 
ous elections. But he said the 
Halifax share conversion offer 
for 16 million investors was an 
example of the share-owning ex- 
pansion he was seeking. The 
manifesto, he promised, would 
be ''radical in improving peo- 
ples’ lives" but it would “offer 
stability to the nation".. 

Alistair Darling, shadow 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
immediately attacked Mr Ma- 
jor for announcing uncosled 
schemes, which could lead to 


more tax increases by the Tories. 
Echoing the Toiy tax attack on 
Labour, Mr Darling estimated 
the sharematch scheme could 
cost £50m and reforms to tbe 
uniform business rate for small 
businesses could cost between 
£600m and £1.5 bn. 

The plan lo expand personal 
pensions was also attacked by 
Harriet Harman, shadow Social 
Security Secretary, in tbe wake 
of allegations surrounding pen- 
si o a -selling after the Govern- 
ment's drive to encourage more 
to opt out of state earnings re- 
lated pensions in the 1980s. 

The Prime Minister's first ex- 
cerpts from the Tory manifesto 
suggest that tbe Government is 
anxious to overcome scepti- 
cism about increased wealth 
through ownership after the 
shocks to confidence caused tty 
the collapse in house prices and 
the pensions debacle. 

“What we’re seeking to do... 
is to extend pension provision 
and the opportunity for pension 
provision or share ownerships," 
Mr Major said. “It is a Con- 
servative levelling up measure, 
not a levelling down measure." 


QUICKLY 


Brown firm on pay 

Labour signalled it would en- 
force below-inflation pay 
awards to public-sector workers 
which the Cabinet is expected 
to agree next week. Page 6 

Era to stardom 

Auguslo Mace do is set to be- 
come one of Portugal’s biggest 
stars for Taxi Lisboa, the 
quirky story of a man and his 
Oldsnobile. He died last year, 
aged 93. Phge 12 

Jails boss apologises 

Richard TOt, the head of the 
Prison Service, apologised to the 
family of a prisoner chained to j 
his b«! while dying of cancer. 
He said compassion and hu- 
manity had taken a back seaL 
Five people face disciplinary 
charges. Page 5 

Ratty rescued 

The Government came to the 
rescue of Ratty, the misleadingly 
named water vole, and 52 oth- 
er plants and creatures, in- 
cluding bluebells and basking 
sharks, which are under pres- 
sure from modem life. Page 3 


Only one in 
a hundred 
can’t teach 



Judith Judd 

Fewer than 1 percent of teach- 
ers are incompetent, less than 
a quarter of the figure of 15.000 
originally given by Chris Wood- 
head. the Chief Inspector of 
Schools, according to figures 
produced by his own office. 

Mr Woodhcad caused a 
storm of protest from teachers 
last year when he said there 
were’ 15.000 bad teachers, about 
4 per cent of the profession. 

But figures sent Ity hfr Wood- 
head to Don Foster,’ Liberal De- 
mocrat education spokesman, 
suggest the number is a huge ex- 
aggeration. Under the new in- 
spection system demanded by 
the Prime Minister, under 
which bad teachers must be re- 
ported to heads, the percentage 
of lessons given the bottom 
grade was zero and the pro- 
portion given the grade next to 
the bottom was only 1 per cent. 

As il is rare for a teacher to 
get the same grade for every les- 
son, the figure for bad teachers 
is dearlv less than 1 per cent. 

The figures wfll give ammu- 
nition to Mr Woodhead’s cril- 
ics who say his campaign to raise 
standards and attack trendy 
teaching have undermined the 
profession’s morale. Others will 
say John Major's new system 
has backfired, because inspec- 
tors are reluctant to give (he 
lowest grades now that they are 
required to report teachers. 

The inspection results also 
show Mr Wood head, whose 
annual report is due out next 
week, underestimated the num- 
ber of good teachers. He put 
their number at only three 
times the figure for bad ones. 
Although his letter gives only 
the proportion of good lessons, 
not good teachers, the differ- 
ence is dearly greater. Twelve 
per cent of lessons have been 
awarded the top two grades. 

Overall, the proportion of un- 
satisfactory lessons between 


1 April last year and 17 Janu- 
ary was 13 per cent, well down 
on (he 20 per cent given in Mr 
Woodheud’s last annua] report. 

The new figures grade teach- 
ers on a scale of 1 (excellent). 

2 (very good), 3 (good). 4 (sat- 
isfactory). 5 (less than satisfac- 
tory), 6 (poor), 7 (vety poor). 
Under the new system, inspec- 
tors from Mr Woodhead’s Of- 
fice For Standards in Education 
grade teachers. For the first time 
they arc required to report the 
best and the worst (grades b and 

‘ 7) to headteachers. 

Mr Woodhead’s letter suggest 
most teachers bunch together at 
grades 5 and 4. which account 
for 75 percent of all lessons. He 
told Mr Foster it was not pos- 
sible to give the proportion of 
bad and good teachers. 

Mr Foster said: “Mr Wood- 
head has a lot of explaining to 
do. This seriously calls into 
question his statement of a 
year ago that there are 15.000 
poor teachers. On the face of it. 
this is a welcome boost for the 
teaching profession. Given that 
it was possible to calculate the 
original 15.000 figure, h is im- 
portant that he does the same 
analysis again and publishes 
the figures." 

The reason for the discrep- 
ancy between the sets of figures 
is not dear. Headteachers have 
complained that inspectors are 
reluctant to jeopardise teachers' 
careers tty awarding the bottom 
grades. Right-wingers have also 
complained inspectors are still 
not tough enougb on teachers. 

An Ofsted spokeswoman 
said: “Mr Foster has confused 
lesson grades with judgements 
on teachers. The reduction in 
the number of lessons graded 
poor is from 2 per cent (o 1 per 
cent There arc a number of rea- 
sons for this. We are currently 
analysing data concerning the 
number of very poor and very 
good teachers identified in the 
new reporting arrangements." 


The PEP 
that likes 
to say 





salesmen. 

commission. 

jargon. 

hassle. 


/;o .. 


'W direct 


9 “770951 "946368 


UIICVI 

i> a ?crscrw. J yiMtieio; nrrvfes 

0345 95 95 95 

Opci scs’vn da jps a a®e:- Croat aiw tc CCpna 

Fa- the Growth REP. minimum Investment £50 e month or £1,000 lump sum. 
For the Income PEP £5,000 hoop sura only. 


Virgin pircct PCrsijn.il Finance.;! Son-ice Ltd il rc.jubtert t,V 
Per: V- full investment Authority. The price of units ;ir:d .my mean:,, 
from them con qc down 3s. -.veil .is up .intl ycu m,iv not out tuck 
.01 tJti* inonoy you invest. !'nr your security, oil culls : E) Vircjm Direct 
will (ji; recorded ."Hid randomly moniimod. 





SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 • THE 



people 


briefing 


Royal Academy review 
board to take charge 

The Royal Academy's general assembly yesterday gave its full 
support to the establishment of a “review board 1 ' to strengthen the 
efficiency of the Academy’s administration and finance. The new 
management committee, comprising RAs, trustees and senior 
members of staff, was recommended by the Royal Academy's 
secretary David Gordon and its president Sir Philip Dowson. The 
institution was recently rocked by revelations of debts of more than 
£3m and the admission that £200,000 had not been paid into the 
staff pension fund- David Lister 

Family in need wins case 

A local authority has announced that its social services department 
is to “review its procedures" after dramatically settling a landmark 
High Court action brought against it by a •’ family in need". 

The London Borough of Newham admitted in a series of court 
declarations that it had failed in its legal duty to assess needs and 
provide help for a deaf young “carer", Elisha Whittingham, 14, her 
ill single mother Angela, and 10-year-old sister,Ve niece, who is 
severely disabled by cerebral palsy. One of the major complaints of 
the family, from Bcckton, east London, was a failure by the council 
to fulfil a promise to install a suitable shower. Unable to stand or sit, 
walk or talk, the disabled daughter has to be bathed in a washing-up 
bowl by her sister and mother. 

Lawyers acting for the family said the case, the first to be 
launched to test provisions of the 1995 Carers (Recognition and 
Services) Act, represented “a massive breakthrough". 

1,200 jobs go to computer 

About 1,200 administrative jobs are to be axed at the Home Office’s 
immigration department - about a fifth of the workforce - and will 
be replaced by a computer. The new system is expected to speed up 
applications and help identify bogus asylum seekers and fake 
marriages. It is intended to produce savings of around 40 per cent 
Unions oppose the cuts ana say they have not ruled out industrial 
action as part of a campaign of opposition. They have advised 
members not to volunteer for redundancy. Jason Bennetto 

Man held over two murders 

- 7 — 7 -^ A man was yesterday 

remanded in custody 
accused of the murder of 
one woman and the 
attempted murder of 

Mk; __ another. Victor farrant, 47, 

-jMflr jAfr of no fixed abode, appeared 

MM before magistrates at 

'. - jIF*. • ' . Portsmouth after being 

n.} ' extradited from France. He 

' . |njgKjj was charged with the 

murder in Portsmouth in 
February last year of Glenda 
WM . Hoskins, 45, and the 

attempted murder of Ann 

|» Fidler in December 1995 at 

1 .: “ :.. , — i — Eastleigh, Hampshire. 

Jail for gun-maker 

An engineer who made sub-machine guns in a factory hidden 
behind his garage was jailed yesterday. Denis Undop, 48. was 
sentenced to 10 years for unlawful possession of 68 guns and 
ammunition, and given a concurrent eight-year term for the 
unauthorised manufacture of sub-machine guns. He admitted both 
charges. The cache was found when the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
searched Lindop's home at in Holywood. Co Down, in April 1995. 

No action on custody death 

The family of Wayne Douglas, whose death in custody sparked 
rioting in Brixion in 1995, reacted with disappointment yesterday as 
the Police Complaints Authority ruled out action against officers, 
citing insufficient evidence. The family said they would be seeking a 
judicial review to quash an inquest verdict that the 25-ycar-old 
burglary suspect was accidentally asphyxiated. Patricia Wynn Davies 


Yvonne Paul 


Melinda Messenger, the newly discovered model featured in 
tabloid newspapers this week, to whom we referred in yesterday’s 
issue, is represented by the Yvonne Paul agency. We apologise for 
suggesting otherwise. 
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Winter alert: 
are you paying 
too much for 
vehicle rescue? 

Before you renew your motoring 
organisation membership, find out 
how Green Flog compares; 6000 
mechanics on call, 3 million members, 
4 levels of cover - and membership 
starting from just £29.50. 

TO JOIN 
CALL FREE ON 

0800 00 13 53 


QUOTING REFERENCE C3198 


open Monday to Friday 8am :o 8pm. 
Salu-'day Sam to 7pm., Sunday 9 urn to 6pm. 


Green Flag ]K0 

Breakdown repair and recovery 

CAEiN FLAG IS WE &XCUJ$SV£ SPONSOR Of THE ENGLAND FQOTBAH TEAM 

www.Cvrmtaj.CO.il!, 



George & 


D iana Bigg and David Suchsft performances as 
the waning husband and wife, George arid 
Martha, in Edward Albee’s play, Who's Afttikf 
of Virginia Woolf in London’s West End, won them a 
South Bank Show Award for theatre yester da y. 

Receiving the award. Dame Diana voiced concern 
abotdtheladcoffeiKiingferre 9 onaftheahE.She}e- 
cafled that she darted hi the regions over 30 years 
ago, applying for a drama school grant from Leeds 
CouQcS, where she wasaskecL^Dovoafhffdcvou’re 


going To boabteto make money frocr n??h- • 

. Sr Peier Hall, who presented DarheDinna’S award, 
said 1h6 financial state ofreffiraltheelrewtethe worst- 
he had known. Aden were woddngfarpradbcaBy noth- - 


- dry up if fund mg was not increased. Diana. Rlggancf 
David Suchet have both also been nominated for best 
actress and actor In the Ofivfer Awards in twp weeks 
time. •/ v .. 

Among the other arts awards presented for the fast 
time by the LWT show, the painter Howard Hodgkin 
won tiie visual arts category, arid the tenor lari. 
Bostrtdge won the classical music section. Bernard 
Haitink won the opera award for htecandutfng^Wa^ 
neris Ring. . 

Jimmy McGovern accepted best television drama 
award for Hillsborough, his co nt rover s ial dramatisa- 
tion of the football cfisastec Resenting that award, 1 the 
playwright Harold Pinter srid: 1 took the thought away 
from t ha t programme that the victims of a disaster are 
inevitably blamed for it and become girifty. 0 . 

In the popula* music category the hot favourites, 


Could the truth 
be somewhere in 
Vancouver? 

As FBI agent Dana Scutley in the 
wildly successful television serial 
with the paranormal twist, The X- 
FUes, actress Gillian Anderson is 
used to doing the sleuthing. Re- 
cently. however, she has been the 
object of intense investigation her- 
self - by newspaper reporters, 
most of them British. 

The newshounds have been en- 
camped for two weeks already in 
Vancouver, on the Canadian West 
Coast, where The X-Fites is pro- 
duced and where Ms Anderson, 
28. has a home. The urgent ques- 
tion: who lives there with her? 

It was the Sun that first broke 
the news that the actress was no 
longer enjoying marital bliss, or 
marital anything apparently, with 
her husband of three years, Clyde 
Klotz. 

The story had legs if only be- 
cause the Klotz match had always 
seemed odd to X-phifes. The pair 
married on impulse on a Hawaiian 
golf course with help from a Bhud- 
dist priest Not at aO the kind of 
person favoured by the paparazzi, 
Mr Klotz, a film art director, was 

dismayingly normal and nice. The 

couple had a baby girl. Piper. 

Then, there came more - much 



Gillian Anderson: Hunted 


more. Ms Anderson was alleged 
to have taken up with a 32-year- 
old Briton, Adrian Hughes. While 
not quite extra-terrestrial, the plot 
then got better stOl. Mr Hughes, a 
bit-part player in the series, was 
discovered to be facing charges 
involving alleged sexual assaults 
against three separate women. He 
will apparently face trial in April. 

Any of the reporters worrying 
about tearing tfiemselves away - 
from the deDghts of Vancouver 
can console themselves with this: 
Mr Hughes’ trial is only three 
months away. David Usbome 


Oa^ were beaten by Tifclor. However, neither act at- 
tended the awards ceremony. ■ 

The Oterature award to Seamus Deane, for Read- . 
high The Dark, was accepted by film director arid 
friend Neil Jordan. 

" Dame Barbara. Carttrind, who was presenting 
rather than receiving an award, all but stole the show. • 
Dress^. in characteristic pfok hat and frock, she, 
praised the South Bank Show so lavishly - saying it . 
was the onetjhjgg that tmadeipriople abroad admit® - 
England -tftat presenter; “put fife' 

head -in his hanefe- to ^embarrassment/ Wheor-be 
whispered to her fort the award she was presenting 
was 

. . Throughout the ceremony, the Government fatted 
aharrage of critidsm. Theatre director Sir Peter Halt, 
Booker Prize-wtiner Salman Rushdie and Prtme D’Or 
wtoning Sm director Mike -Leigh siated-18 years of. 
‘disastrous arts policies".. .. . 

- Mike Leighsald: thope that the new government ., 
to which we look forward wffinothkfe behtoiti the quae- 
SHSuppart fertile cireenm wttich-we have seen hap- 
pening recently." 

The event, at the.Savoy Hotel, was rounded off by 
an informal speech by Tony Blair, who WfflotrtHne tiie 
Labour Party's arts policies in a speech at. Mansion 
House on Monday.. ^ 

- Alter tire series of oUtspoken rebukes, Mr Blair sakfc 
“i thank Salman Rushdie and others for their very dfe- 
creet lobbying, but we have-to get there first 

’ - * David Lister 


Best denies 
beating his wife 

A Weary-eyed George Best 
emerged from his home yesterday 
and denied reports that he had 
beaten his young wife, Alex, say- 
ing: “I don’t hit women, only men." 

The 50-year-old former football 
superstar also denied reports that 
his 25-year-old wife had gone to or 
called police, telling journalists that 
‘someone else did”. 

The ex-Manchester United and 
Northern Ireland international, 
wearing a full-length blue raincoat 
and a red paisley-patterned scarf, 
made his brief comments as he 
walked from his home in Chelsea, 
south-west London, to his office 
above: the Phene pub in nearby 
Phene Sheet 

Alex Best was said to have com- 
plained to police that her husband 
attacked her on Wednesday night 
after atirinking binge to celebrate 
her 25th birthday. Best, aged 50, 
was reported to police yesterday 
for allegedly punching her in the 
face leaving her badly bruised. But 
Mrs Best asked officers not to 
press charges. 

The alleged incident comes 
after Best recently joked about hit- 
ting Alex following the allegations 
that Glasgow Rangers' midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne had hit his wife 
Sheryl. 


Wife arrested over Gueci gangland murder 


Rome The gangland-style killing of fashion heir 

Maurizfo Gucci took a dramatic twist yesterday when 
police arrested the businessman's ex-wife on suspi- 
cion of ordering his murder two years ago. 

Patrizia Reggiant Martinet!!, 49, was arrested in an 
apartment In Milan. Another woman and three men 
were also detained separately. 

The arrest was carried out on the orders of the Mi- 
lanese prosecutor Carlo Nocerino, who leads the in- 
quiry into one of Italy's most mysterious crimes. 

For Italians, it was yet another gripping chapter in a 
long-running saga of bitter feuds and ugly power 


DEFENCE . . V 

UK arms industry captures 
quarter of global market V 

Britain’s arms industry captured a quarter of the world defence 
market with record sales of more th a n £5bu in 1996, it was ’■ : ■ 
7 > nnnnnrwi yesterday. The defence procurement minister, Jaineb - 
Artwthnot, described the announcement as a “remarkable 
• achievement for British industry" boosting the country’s share of 
the world market to an aU-time record 25 per cent from Ifipcr cent 
in 1994 and 19 per cent in 1995. 

The outlook for 1997 is equally good following the successful 


signin g of a defence pact with. Qatar and the United AntjEmirates 
in the Middle East. * '■ 


■ The UAE deal alone has opened the door foreompaihfes such 
as British Aerospace, GEC-Marooni arid shipbuilder VbSper 
Thorny croft to potential sales of more than £2.5bn. In longer- 

term Bri tain sees the UAE as a potential customer for the four- . 

nation Eurofighter. ‘ ■ : . ■ 

Yesterday’s figures were said to be good news tor the 360^00 
people who rely directly or indirectly on the defence industry for 
emplpymenL 



ECONOMICS 


How to create lm jobs 

A million new high-quality jobs could be created nsing O^T - 
“modest” increases in taxation or borrowing, according to 
muifamif research pnbtished yesterday. Cambridge University 
economists found that a large proportion of cash spent by the - 
Government on creating jobs would be paid back in extra tax 
receipts and lower social security bills. . 

The report said that a £17bn programme, for example, would 
lead to savings of £10bn, leaving the TVeasmy with a £7hh bilL 

The introduction a new 60 per cent top rate of tax, biting at 
£40,000 would alone cover half of that net cost, by bringing m 
£4v2hn a year. 

Much of the rest could come from the release of money earned 
over the years from selling off conned homes, said the report, 
published in the Cambridge Journal of Economics. It added that 
the majority of the new jobs should be in education, hoasfa&the 
health service, care in the community and the environment. , 


EDUCATION 

Schools squeezed by special needs 

A.dramatic increase in the number of pupils needing gcnal help 
at. school is pbUlng severe pfes^re«fr 4 ^cation^dgBl 9 » * 
according to councils in London. New figures compfl«f.by; ' 
authorities in the capital reveal a 50 per cent rise over' tie last . 
three years, bringing total numbers to around 25*000. ? ' 

The suddegiinareasecjfie councils say^^has beei^r&BSed parity 
Toy Me introdSbtiiKi a pradweJbr focal 

education authorities, tightening their responsibilities on 
identifying and providing for pupils with speda^needs. 

Parents have also become more aware of thqjr children’s 
entitlements, and aremore prepared to go toa- tribunal iftheyare 
dissatisfied with their LEA's assessment of thejr child. In addition, 
the opening of mote specialist centres means places arehow beiiig 
found for children who formerly would not have been catered for. 

Dame SbeQa Knighu education chair of the Assoriationotv. . ■ 
London Government, which carried out the survey, said foe pse in 
demand was costing some boroughs an extra £3m a year just to - 
fulfil their statutory responsibilities. She called on the Government 
to provide more funding to save councils from cutting other : 
education provision. Lucy Ward 


PRISONS 

Released lifers commit new crimes 

Neariy 20 per cent of prisoners jailed for "life’' but later released 
on licence committed a new offence within five years, a Home 
Office report reveals. ■_ 

In the Z2 years op to 1994, 1,691 criminals were released on “are 
licence” - in which the offender is automatically sent baric lojauto 
continue Jus sentence ffhe or she breaks the law. . j 

Although reconviction rates for people on life licence are much 
lower than foe average for others released from custody about 9 
percent-broke foe law within two years. Of those released, 66 wpe 
convicted of series offences such as murder; rape, robbery, and . 
seriouxwoundiug. J . 

' Since the introduction of Discretionary Lifer Panels in 1992^ 
which removed the power of release from the Home Secretary abd : 
gave rt to the Parole Board, the number of lifers on licence has[ 
greatly increased. . >, ' 

Life Licensees - Reconvictions and Recalls by the End of 1995, Some 
Office, Information and Publications Group, Room 1308, ApoBo .[ 
House, 36 WettedeyRd, Croydon, CR93RR. Jason Bennetto 


HOUSING 

Scotland sees mortgage recovery. 

Mortgage lending by Scotland’s four clearing banks has risen . 
substantially, signalling a recovery in the housing market. Figure!' 
released yesterday show a £351m rise in lending by foe Bank of j * - 
Scotland, The Royal Bank of Scotland, Clydesdale Bank and 
TSB, in the fourth quarter of 1996. During the same pciiodB 1995 


struggles behind the family’s chic image. Investiga- 
tors allege that Gucci's elegant dark-haired ex-wife, 
with whom he had an acrimonious relationship, had 
paid hitmen more than half a billion fire to murder 
him. The couple had two children and reportedly 
squabbled over alimony. 

Gucd, 45, was shot dead in broad daylight outside 
hts office in central Milan by a well-dressed assassin 
who pumped four shots into him from close range 
before climbing into a waiting getaway car. 

The other woman arrested was Giuseppma Auriem- 
ma, 51. a "spiritual adviser”. Reuters 


the increase was £258m. - 

Between them the four banks, which have more than 50Q$® 
mortgage accounts, lent £16.9bu for house purchases Over the L 
quarter. |t- 


EMPLOVMENT . ti 

British women more likely to work .< 

British women are more likely to have jobs than most of their Jl 
European counterparts, according to new figures. Just over 52p* 
cent of women in the UK work, as opposed to neariy 60 per cent 
Swedish women, and 34 per cent of Italians. Across the EUfM 
under half the female population has a job, while 66 per ceut oi 
men work. - 

Nordic countries have the highest rates of employment for . 
women and foe smallest gaps between the sexes. Italy. Spain, : 
Greece, Luxembourg and Ireland are at the other end of the scale, 
according to the Statistical Office of the European communities. 

British women are most likely to work after raising a family. Tbr 
peak age for them to have a job is between 4ft and 44. 

Women graduates are most likefy to work, almost mat chin g the 
male rate when they are between 25 and 29, at 85 per cent. 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 
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Woman of 
80 gets 
eye cells 
of foetus 


n mm m 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

Cells from the retina of an 
aborted foetus have been trans- 
planted into an 80-year-old par- 
tially blind woman in pionee ring 
operation by American doctors. 

Surgeons placed a tiny sphere 

of about 250,000 foetal cells un- 
der the retina of the left eye of 
a patient suffering from a con- 
dition known as macular de- 
generation, one of the leading 
causes of blindness in elderly 
people. 

Tkny Ernest, chairman of 
ophthalmology at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago Medical Center 
and one of the surgeons who op- 
erated on the woman, said that 
the retinal cells came from a 
foetus aborted during the sec- 
ond trimester, because of a 
threat to the mother's health. In 
what is, in effect, an experi- 
mental procedure, the surgeons 
hope that the cells will not be 
rejected and will regenerate In 
the retina. 

A spokesman for the uni- 
versity said yesterday that the 
operation had been carried out 
last Y/ednesday. “Whether it 
makes a difference in her eye- 
sight we won’t know for three 
months. The early signs that it 
is working will be no inflam- 
mation in the eye and signs that 
the cells are spreading, which 
will lake a couple of weeks." 

The patient. Peart Vfcn Vliet, 
a volunteer worker at the hos- 
pital, was unable to read or 
recognise faces from a distance. 
Previous transplants of foetal 
retinal cells in four people with 
a rare inherited eye disorder 


have produced “somewhat im- 
proved sight’’, according to sur- 
geons at the University of 
Rochester in New York. How- 
ever, such transplants have 
failed in four other people. 

In Sweden in 1994, the only 
Other place where this proce- 
dure has been tested for mac- 
ular degeneration, no 
improvement was reported. 

About 15 million people 
globally suffer from the disor- 
der, and a dramatic rise in cas- 
es is expected as the population 
ages. It involves progressive 
failure of the central part of the 
retina- the macular -which dis- 
tinguishes fine detail. If the 
disease is caught early, it is pos- 
sible to prevent further damage 
with laser treatment, but in the 
majority of cases it is unrreat- 
able. It rarely leads to total 
blindness as the victim retains 
peripheral vision. 

British scientists expressed 
some surprise yesterday that the 
foetal cell transplant bid taken 
place in the United States, 
where abortion re mains a 
hotly debated political and 
moral issue. Some fundamen- 
tal Christians in the US have 
resorted to violence at cHnics 
where terminations are carried 
out 
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Numbers game: Faith Freestone, who is researching the psychology, sociology and folklore of bingo, at the Majestic Bingo Hall in Worcester Photograph: Steve Hill'Newstenm 

Bingo! The academic whose number is up 


that successful transplants wifi 
encourage further abortions 
for the purpose of harvesting 
foetal tissue. However, scientists 
are now able to grow large 
quantities of healthy foetal tis- 
sue in the laboratory freon a sin- 
gle source. 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Have you ever wondered why 66 
is “dkkely<dick’ or 11 is “legs’? 
There win soon be a scholarly 
answer from the newly ap- 
pointed holder of Britain's first 
bingo research fellowship. 

Faith Freestone, a former 
bingo caller turned student of 
the numbers game, is to spend 


licensed bingo is the nation's 
second favourite leisure pastime 
after angling 

Her studies win range wide- 
ly, taking in the folklore of bin- 
go - including the “two fat 
ladies" tradition of number 


calling - and the history of the 
game from its first recorded ori- 
gins as “lotto" in eighteenth cen- 
tmy Italy. 

Scorning the ebehed image of 
women waiting in gloomy for- 
mer cinemas for their number 
to come up, she will develop her 
theory of six bingo-playing 
types, encompassing social ad- 
venturers . thrillseekersand es- 
cape artists. 

Her research at Worcester 
College of Higher Education 
will also attempt for the first 
time to gauge the number of 
people employed by the bingo 
industry, which each week at- 
tracts 3 million punters. 

Mrs freestone, 42, first fell 


under bingo's sped while work- 
ing part-time in a club to sup- 
plement her grant during her 
first degree course. As well as 
selling the numbered cards. 


she did a turn as a caller, learn- 
ing the curious phrases now slip- 
ping out of use thanks to the 
introduction of computerised, 
nationwide bingo. Number 25, 


Eyes down for a full house 


1 Just begun/KaUy’s eye 


4 Door-to-door/On the floor 

5 Jack’s alive 
;6 Chopsticks 

j 7 Hope in Heaven 
!8 Garden gate 
]9 Doctor's orders (from the 
jonce-poputar plH, No 9) 

!l0 Big Ben/Cock and hen/ 

I Downing Street/Major's den 

II Legs 


13 Unlucky for some 
17 Never been kissed 

21 Key to the door 

22 Dinky doo 

26 Bed and breakfast 
{traditionally cost 2 /Bd) 

76 She was worth It 
(7/6d, former cost of 
marriage certificate} 

88 TWo fat laches j 

100 Top of the House ; 

Ben Summers'. 


in Worcester's bingo halls, was 
referred to as a Rainbow Hill, 
after a local bus and its desti- 
nation. “ she worth it?", she 

would cry when calling number 
76. since 7/6 was the old-mon- 
ey price of a marriage licence. 

Her appetite whetted. Mrs 
Freestone began a doctoral 
thesis on bingo, dividing play- 
ers into types. Lifclincrs. she 
found, were mainly elderly 
women living alone who relied 
on the game largely as a social 
activity. Social adventurers 
loved the excitement, and often 
brought “accompanists" - fre- 
quently a husband or younger 
relative, while thrillseckcrs rel- 
ished the adrenalin buzz and 


were more likely to gamble in 
other ways. 

Escape anuas, by her defini- 
tion, looked to bingo us a relief 
from daily problems, and nov- 
elty acts were the growing num- 
bers of mainly young people who 
tried bingo as an unusual night 
out Very few players, she found, 
were attracted by cash prizes so 
much ns the elusive thrill of a fuH 
house. 

Mrs Freestone, though her- 
self refusing to he categorised, 
still plays regularly, though con- 
fesses to being less thiin lucky. 
She said: “The winning is not re- 
ally the issue - it is just the 
unique thrill of the build-up as 
the numbers are colled." 


Britain runs dry again - 


Nicholas Schoonyf 

Environm rnt PrnrTfMr~‘Tt 

One thing mai^MHNk can 
remember aboniT^^ last 
Labour government 'wR* jhe 
great drought of "76, and She 
appointment of the sports 
minister. Denis Howell, to 
handle the crisis. 

Yesterday, it looked as if an 
incoming Labour government 
might have to repeal history. 
January rustled to a close hav- 
ing had less than one-fifth of the 
average rainfall for the month. 
Rivers trickle, groundwater ta- 
bles are at record lows and wa- 
ter companies fret. 

It was the fourth driest Jan- 
uary in records stretching back 
more than 300 years - but one 
dry month does not make a 
drought. The water companies 
need a better excuse if they are 
once again to impose hosepipe 
bans and further restrictions in 
the summer. 

They may have one. It has not 
only been a dry winter and au- 
tumn, but a dry decade. Since 
the end of September, which is 
when the annual recharge of - 
Bri ta in’s aquifers, rivers and 
reservoirs begins, England and 
Wales hove had only three quar- 
ters of the long-term average 
rainfall for October to January 
(while Scotland has had slight- 
ly more than average). 

And since 1988 the annual 
rainfall in England and Wales 
has been below the long-term 
average every year, apart from 
in 1994. 

So has the English climate al- 
tered, perhaps because of man- 
made global wanning? The 
Meteorological Office says it is 
too early to say, the shortfalls 
may be a random fluctuation. 
But water company executives 
sav there appears to be a per- 
manent decline in rainfall- 
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Dry ran: The River Chess reduced to a trickle at Chesham Photograph: Keith Dobney 


They argue that because of 
this, and the steadily rising 
public demand for water, they 
need to expand resources, 
mainly by bunding new reser- 
voirs. Thai would involve per- 
suading Ofwat, the water 
regulator, to allow them to 
raise their bills in order to fi- 
nance the construction. 

Some senior officials in the 
Government’s Environment 
Agency, which regulates water 
use, also believe the cfrmate has 
become drier. But they say that 
before spending hundreds of 
mflKons of pounds drowning 
countryside tinder reservoirs, 
there are many cheaper things 
that water companies can do to 
tie out supplies. 

First, says the agency, they 
need to reduce leakage -‘both 
in their pipes and those of their 
customers, campaign more 


about the need to save, and in- 
stall meters in homes with gar- 
dens which use the most water. 

Second, the companies 
should be made to co-operate 
more, so those with surplus 
water transfer it to neighbour- 
ing companies running short. 
And thini, they should consid- 
er increasing the capacity of 
their existing dams. 

If the dry weather continues 
into a hot summer, millions are 
likely to face restrictions again. 
But if there is average rainfall 
there are likely to be few 
drought restrictions. 

Battered by criticism in 1995, 
the worst-hit companies began 
work to make better use of sup- 
plies. At a cost of £400m, these 
include cutting leakage, build- 
ing new pipelines to create re- 
gional water grids, and desiring 
dirty water for drinking water. 


But if 1997 is even drier still, 
these improvements may not 
suffice to hold up supplies. The 
South-east has suffered one of 
the biggest rainfall deficits in the 
country over the past four 
months, and it shows. 

Winter pumping of water 
from the River Medway into 
Bewl Vfeter, Kent and Sussex's 
hugest reservoir, has had to stop 
because the flow in the river is 
below the agreed minimum. 

Its owner. Southern Water, 
has applied for a drought order 
to start taking water from the 
river, even though flows are be- 
low the agreed leveL 

Next year Southern starts a 
project to desalinate water from 
an aquifer in East Kent. Folke- 
stone and Dover Water is con- 
sidering importing water from 
France, using the Channel tun- 
nel's fire fighting mains. 




Swanee set to go down the river 




Phfl Davison 

Miami 

“Why down upon de Swanee 
Ribber. far, far, away ... oh, 
darkeys, bow my hwt i bows 
weary, far from de old folks at 
home.” Some of the officially 
manuscripted lyrics of “Swanee 
oiv e r". the tale of a homesick 
<lave which became the official 
anthem of the state of Florida. 
Bui Hh politically correct? 

A Mack Democrat state ctm- 
^rtssman, Willie Logan, said 
SSSay he would table a bill 
to replace if with “a song about 
nnf whftl itWSS. 


He proposed, a song contest 
among schoolchildren to come 
up with a new anthem. “The 
song is about something we 
shouldn’t be proud of in Flori- 
da," Mr Logan said- “It's about 
a slave who felt alone, disen- 
franchised, homeless. It has no 
place in 1997 as a song repre- 
senting our state." 

He rald be had been influ- 
enced by moves in Virginia to 
retire its official song, “Cany. 
Me Bade to Old Virginia", be- 
cause of its reference to “dark- 
eys" and “old massa" 


fended “Swanee River” as part 


of Florida's history and said it 
had more pressing problems, 
notably creating jobs and im- 
proving education. In recent 
years, most people have sung 
the word “brothers" instead of 
“darkeys’* when the song is 
performed at state functions. 

It was written in 1851 by a 
white man, Stephen Foster, of 
Pittsburgh. He bad never set foot 
in Florida but wrote his lyrics in 
wbat be considered the slave di- 
alect. The name came from the 
Suwannee River, which flows into 
the Gulf of Mexico at Suwannee 
town. ... 

The song was a hit in the lat- 


ter part of the 19th century, cred- 
its with drawing settters to a ln- 
tle-populated stale known then 
for swamplands, s andbars, alli- 
gators and mosquitoes. “The 
song is about human dignity," 
said Deane Root a music cura- 
tor at the University of Pitts- 
burgh- “Hew aO of us have a need 
for a home and all of us have 
cherished memories, no matter 
how painful our life has been- X 
was offended when I first heard 
the word (“darkey"^ but I 
learned it bad no negative or de- 
risive connotations to Foster or 
m popular culture at the tine. It's 
Hke the word ‘gay' in the past." 


9 yard like to know more about a* unique whiskey, write to us for a free booklet at the Jack Daniel Distillery, Lynchburg, 'fennessee 37352 USA. 

OUR RICKERS SAY the charcoal used to mellow Jack Daniel’s 
is ready when it rattles in the shovel. 

Stacking and burning a rick of hard maple wood into 
charcoal rakes a scrong back and a sharp ear. We prize 
these qualities in our rickets, because charcoal is what 
makes Jack Daniel’s so rare. We grind it, tamp it into 
room-high vats and then gendy seep every drop 
through it. We’ve done so since 1866. It may seem 
we go to a lot of trouble to smooth our whiskey 
this way. But after a sip, you’ll be glad we do. 


JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Tbe water vole, the misleadingly 
named “Ratty" of Wind in the 
Willows , was yesterday given a 
little assistance in its struggle for 
survival against the predatory 
American mink. 

Under proposals announced 
by John Gummer, Secretary of 
State for the Environment, it 
will become an offence to dis- 
turb the water vole’s riverbank 
home or holes where it shelters. 
The water vole, or water rat 
in Kenneth Grahame’s classic, 
is among 33 crealures and 
plants to be added to the list of 
species afforded special pro- 
tection under the Wfldlife and 
Countryside Act. Other addi- 
tions include the basking shark, 
the pool frog and the bluebelL 
An inoffensive vegfetarian. 
the water voJe is not rare, and 
its population was recently es- 
timated to be 1 JL million. But 
its range and numbers are in 
rapid decline. A national survey 
in 1 9S9-Q0 failed to find signs of 
the vole at 67 per cent of the 
riverside sites where it was pre- 
viously recorded. 










Ratty and mole relaxing in ‘Wind in the Willows’ 


The decline is partly due to 
the destruction of its riverside 
habitat by wash from boats, 
bank repairs and recreation 
disturbance. 

However the biggest threat to 
the vole appears to be the 
American mink, which was 
imported for fur farming and 
now, having escaped into the 


wild, is a voracious predator. 

' Protection of its dwindling 
habitat should give the water 
vole a better chance of surviv- 
ing the depredations of the 
mmk. The penalty for distur- 
bance or damage will be a fine 
of up to £1,000. 

Bluebells have become en- 
dangered in some areas where 


Baby-milk salmonella strain 
linked to outbreak in France 


Jail chiefs in dock for 
manacling dying man 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Five senior prison managers, 
including a deputy governor, are 
facing cfectplinaiy action for the 
treatment of a terminally HI in- 
mate who was handcuffed to a 
bed until just three hours before 
he died. 

The head of the Prison Ser- 
vice yesterday made an extra- 
ordinary public apology for the 
episode and suggested that 
“compassion and humanity” 
hud taken a back scat to un- 
necessarily light security. 

Geoffrey Thomas, 25, a 
prisoner on remand at Cardiff 
jail who was facing burglary 
charges, died in a hospice of 
stomach cancer on 3 January. 

The death of Mr Thomas, 
from Caerphilly. Mid Glamor- 
gan, who had been transferred 
from Cardiff s University Hos- 
pital to the nearby Marie Curie 
Hospice in Pe earth, prompted 
outrage from penal affairs 
groups and renewed the debate 
about handcuffing sick inmates. 


An inquiry into the incident 
has concluded that the inmate 
was treated in a inhumane way. 
Disciplinary proceedings, which 
range .from a warning to 
dismissal, have started against 
Eve managers from Cardiff 
prison, the deputy’ governor, 
the senior medical officer, and 
three middle- managers. The 
then deputy governor, who has 
since left for a post at another 
jail, was in charge at the time 
of the incident, because the 
governor was away on holiday. 
At this stage no action is being 
taken against the prison officers 
who were guarding Nfr Thomas. 

New guidelines on the use of 
handcuffs against inmates in 
hospital have been issued 

Richard T3t, the director- 
general of the Prison Service, 
said yesterday: “The conclusion 
of that inquiry, which I accept 
entirely, is that he was treated 
in an inconsiderate and inhu- 
mane way. and that may well 
have impeded his nursing cure, 
and certainly caused him 
additional discomfort. 


“1 am profoundly dissatisfied 
that this should have happened, 
and 1 warned to apologise." 

“I am absolutely determined 
that there will not be a repeti- 
tion of this. What happened was 
unacceptable." 

The director of security of the 
Prison Service, Tony Pearson, 
yesterday visited Mr Thomas's 
mother.' Marina Davies, to 
apologise. 

Mrs Davies, of Pontypridd, 
Mid Glamorgan, said: “I'm glad 
they have seen they have done 
wrong but nothing can make up 
for the suffering my son went 
through. 

"He was on his deathbed and 
he should have been allowed to 
die in dignity. 1 begged them to 
take the handcuffs and chain off 
but they wouldn’t listen. 

“There is no way in the world 
he could escape. My son was 
dying in front of ourveiy eyes." 

'Under the new guidelines 
handcuffs must auhxmaucaUy be 
removed if requested by med- 
ical or senior nursing staff for 
treatment unless the inmate is 


a high-risk caicgory-A offend- 
er. In future no prisoner should 
be handcuffed to any item or 
furniture - only to the £uard. 
There must also be continuous 
communications between the 
hospital and prison. 

Tbe manager faces a range of 
sanctions, from reduction in 
grade, financial penalty, final 
written warning, or written 
warnings about conduct. 

Jack Straw. Labour’s home 
affairs spokesman, said: “The 
main culprit is Michael 
Howard, whose regulations 
about the manacling of 
prisoners have been made 
without concern for common 
humanity', and have created a 
climate of fear among prison 
staff." 

■ The Prison Service confirmed 
last night that it bad bought a 
floating jail from the United 
States which was being brought 
to Britain by early March. It is 
expected to’hc moored in Port- 
land harbour, Dorset, where it 
will help case the overcrowding 
crisis. 


Roads protesters plan 
their next site of action 


Dance away: Rehearsals under, way- yesterday at Wembley Arena in north-west London in preparation for 
performances to mark Itti^SDtfrnMntiJirersary of Holiday-on Ibe v - - photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Ratty gets protection for 
his home on the riverbank 


Louise Jury 

Anti-roads protesters evicted 
from three camps on the route 
of a major road improvement 
scheme in Devon vowed yes- 
terday to cany on fighting -boib 
on the A30 itself and at new 
Sites around Britain. 

Carol Johnston, the local co- 
ordinator of Devon Friends of 
the Earth, said: “This is not by 
any means the end of the battle." 

Dave Howarth. 30, known as 
Muppet Dave, who spent sev- 
en days underground at Fair- 
mile, near Honiton, Devon, 
said be had already informed 
police of his likely next steps. 
“I’ve already told the police in- 
telligence unit that I may be at 
Guildford and at Manchester ... 
I will continue in my efforts to 
fight against the needless de- 
struction of my country." 

He anticipated that fellow 
tunnel-builders Swampy, and 


Ian Williamson would also be 
fighting the road-widening 
scheme in Guildford, Surrey, 
and the proposed extension of 
Manchester airport. 

Swampy, the last protester to 
emerge from tbe tunnels on 
Thursday night, appeared under 
his real name, Daniel Hooper, 
at Exeter magistrates’ court 
yesterday, charged with ob- 
structing the under-sheriff of 
Devon. Mr Hooper, 23, ofHa- 
zlemere, Buckinghamshire, was 
granted conditional bail, but was 
immediately rearresied under a 
noa-bail warrant issued by New- 
bury magistrates and was due to 
be transported to Newbury to- 
day or tomorrow morning. 

The group is determined not 
to give up its campaign and some 
are expected to raise objections 
to adjoining road improvements 
between Honiton and Ihnin- 
ster, Somerset, which were an- 
nounced earlier this week. 


Ron Bailey, the parliamen- 
tary officer for Friends of the 
Earth, praised the A3D Action 
campaign yesterday for their ef- 
forts in publicising road con- 
gestion. A Private Member's Bfl] 
intended to reduce traffic by 10 
percent ty 2010 passed its sec- 
ond reading in the House of 
Commons last week, and Mr 
Bailey said its success so far was 
due to the change in the polit- 
ical agenda created 10 percent 
by the FoE’s “wheeling and 
dealing" with MPs and 90 per 
cent by people such as the De- 
von campaigners. “What these 
people have achieved is not just 
making the insanity of roads a 
major issue, but [winning] the 
support of Middle England." 

Trevor Coleman, the under- 
sheriff of Devon, hopes to have 
secured the cleared RunnDe she 
within a week and hand the land 
back to Connect, the consor- 
tium which is buil ding the road 


under the Design, Build Finance 
and Operate scheme whereby 
the Government repays the 
cost over 30 years based on the 
number of cars using it. 

Security guards were glum af- 
ter the successful eviction and 
claimed that they were being 
laid off after only a week despite 
being promised tw o and a half 
year's work during construction 
However, one, Robert Price, 22, 
from Bristol, derided to swap 
sides and join the protesters, for 
whom be had “a lot of re- 
spect". “It doesn’t pay the rent, 
but when this happened it was 
just the last straw," he said. 

At Exeter prison and East- 
wood Park women’s prison in 
Gloucestershire, four protesters 
arrested last Tuesday for going 
to Fairmik in breach of bail con- 
ditions continued a hunger 
strike yesterday, even now de- 
manding a new inquiry into the 
financing of the A30 scheme. 


’Survey unoortakwr By NOP Market Research among 1,000 randomly selected t»nk customers. Interviews were conducted by telephone between 20 Nov 1996 and 
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NAT WEST Cheque Account detafls are based on the Current Phis Account. The costs comprise fees of S3) per month. All Informal Ion based on overdrafts of 5 days 
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their bulbs have been dug up 
for sale in garden centres. Bask- 
ing sharks, found off the Isle of 
Man and the coast of Scotland, 
are under threat from fishing. 

But one species, the vipers 
bugloss moth, has recovered to 
such an extent that it is no 
longer in danger and is to be re- 
moved from the protected list. 

The full list of animals is: 
twaite shad, water vole, basking 
shark, giant goby, Couch's goby, 
pool frog, fan mussel fiery 
clearwing moth, marine hy- 
droid, southern damselfly, Fish- 
er’s estuarine moth, stag beetle, 
allrs shad, marsh fritillary, large 
copper butterfly and the pearl 
mussel. 

The plants which have been 
recommended for protection 
are: Deptford pink, dwarf spike 
rush, bluebell, cut grass, south 
stack tleawort, tong leaved 
anomodon. long leaved thread- 
moss, flamingo moss, polar 
feather-moss, alpine sulphur- 
tresses, goblin lights, convolut- 
ed cladooia. New Forest 
beedvfichen, sandy still puffball 
royal bolele. oak polybore and 
the hedgehog fungus. 








Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we never 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday 
banking transactions, even If you're overdrawn. And afl 
our customers automatically receive an overdraft up to 
£250 - also free of any fees. So compared to other high 
street bank accounts you're better off with First Direct 
from day one. We’re a member of the HSBC Group 
which is one of the largest banking and financial services 
organisations in the world, and in the course of a year 
you'll find we offer more cost effective current account 
banking. And the service we provide means you benefit 
in many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day I 


We provide the ultimate In convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 355 days {and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there’s a telephone. And all UK calls are 
charged at iocai rates. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 
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Personal and professional service 
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Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have afl 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
foreign currency, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help- 
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Getting cash is easy 
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Every Cheque Account customer receives the First Direct Card. 
This allows you to withdraw up to £500 a day from over 11,500 cash 
machines around the UK, including those of Midland, ft also guarantees 
cheques for £100 and includes the Switch payment facility. 
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So is paying bills 
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Michael Streeter 

Three babies in France suffer- 
ing-few 1 salmonella poisoning 
mav have the same strand as 
British children in the recent 
baby milk powder scare. 

According to a French pres- 
sure group, which has contact- 
ed local health authorities, the 
three infants suffered in 
December from the same strum 
of the illness linked with ibe 
Milupa firm a week ago, when 
one of their products was with- 
drawn from sale in Britain and 

,rt /dlhe time the Dutch-owned 
company said the product 
linked to the 10 cases in Britain 
was the Milumei for Hungrier 
Bottle Fed “Babies product, 
which is only sold in this 


G6*5ratede fa Santo, part of the 
ministry of health, has told 
French campaigners that out of 
the three case of salmonella 
anaruro at least two of the in- 
fants had been using Milumei. 
Another agency has said one of 
the children had been using a 
cereal-based Milupa product 

All the products are said to 
track hack to the company's fac- 
tory in . Colmar, northern 
France. 

A spokeswoman for the Pub- 
lic Health Laboratory Service in 
Britain said they were aware of 
the. French cases, which had 
come to light after they con- 
tacted other European coun- 
tries over the Salmnel network 
which e xchang es information on 
outbreaks of the illness. 

However, until they were 
able to cany out genetic “fin- 

• : - — ” - — - rftht* 


two outbreaks were related 
they were unable to confipn any 
connection. At present there 
was only a "presumptive** link 


with the outbreak in Britain. 

Pascals Whiter, of Action 
pour I’Allaitmcnt in France, a 
breast-feeding pressure group, 
said three different French au- 
thorities had confirmed the 
Alnesses. 

She said: “I cannot under- 
stand why people are so secre- 
tive about this. People know 
there is a problem-’* 

Pattie Randall internation- 
al ro-oniinator of Baby Milk 
Action, said the public needed 
more information about the 
problem, which she feared 
could be much wider than 
reported, . 

.Dr Colin Michie, consultant 
paediatrician at Ealing and 
Hammersmith hospitals, said he 


had heard of the French cases, 
which he described as “veiy 
worrying". 

“It only needs a few orgaa- 
isms to affect an infant We need 
to be happy that the factories 
and products are safe." 

The Department of Health, 
which a week ago called for the 
withdrawal of the Milumei 
product after 10 cases of the ill- 
ness were linked with it, said 
they were aware of the devel- 
opment but were awaiting news 
from the French authorities. 

A spokeswoman for Milupa 
said that their Colmar factory 
had undergone three separate 
inspections and no problems 
had been found. She added that 
the salmonella in France could 
be a separate strain from that 
in tbe British cases, but mean- 
while they were co-operating 
fully with all the authorities. 


Our service includes a free bin payment service too. Simply call, ten 
US who to pay, how much and when, and we do it. This means you 
can pay all your bills at the most convenient time without the need to 
keep having to remember to organise it 


|| A full banking service with more benefits | 


Annual current account charges 
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Nat We st Current Plus 

£100.00 


Lloyds Classic 

£96.00 


Barclays Bank Account 

£60.00 j 


First Direct Cheque Account 

£0.00 


As welt as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
Insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 

ana always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account and a complete range of accounts. So your money is always 
working had without the need for you to do the same. 


| We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are fts customers - 8796’ of cure have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make It easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy 
to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for ail your standing 
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And it’s 
easy (and free) to And out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 


If you’re paying more are you with the right bank? 

fi? 0800 24 24 24 


Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

■ First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 1FD 
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Sharing power: John Major at Conservative Central Office in London yesterday launching the party's plan to make more employees 
shareholders in the companies they work for Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
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Tebbit calls on 
Ekiro-sceptics to 
provoke crisis 
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The former Tory Cabinet min- 
ister Lord Tfebbit yesterday 
called on defenders of British 
parliamentary sovereignty to 
“save Europe from tadf” by hit- 
ting back at advocates of a 
“United States of Europe". 

In the Lords debate on the 
second reading of a Bill that 
would, in effect, lead to Britain’s 
withdrawal from the European 
Union, the leadimg Euro-scep- 
tic Lord Tebbit gave it his back- 
ing, saying that it would provoke 

the “crisis that is needed” to 
solve difficulties. 

The European Communi- 
ties (Amendment) B3L intro- 
duced by Lord Pearson of 
Rannoch, would repeal crucial 
sections of the 1972 Act which 
fbBowed the United Kingdom’s 
accession to the then C omm on 
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Market, thereby restoring the 
supremacy of British legislation 
over the EUY 

Lord ‘febbit told peers the 
history of the EU was analogous 
to a game of rugby, but the fed- 
eralKts were jn^brog bade those 
who were nghring for sover- 
eignty. “Year by year, we who 
defend national soverejgity are 
being pushed bade,” he said. 

“If s time that the ball was 
kicked very long and vary bard 
back the other way, preferably 
back into touch for a while, in 
order that we can think how' we 
can save Europe from itself.” 

The remarks of a senior ffeure 
such as Lord Tebbit, a former 
Conservative Party chairman 
and secretary of state for trade 
and industry tn Baroness Thatch- 
er’s government, again exposed 
liny divisions on Europe. 

Lord Tfebbit also took a swipe 
at the Toyota motor company, 
which earlier this week said that 
Britain’s failure to join a single 
currency could affect the Japan- 
ese company’s decision on 
whether to build a factory in die 

UK. He suggested that statement 
was a ploy designed to secure a 
subsidy from the £U to estab- 
lish anew plant in Europe. 

Lord Tbbbit warned that the 
German Chancellor Helmut 
KobI and others were intent on 
creating a “United States of Eu- 
rope", but Britain wanted to re- 
tain its sovereignty within a 
common market He said it 
was open to the Fjrench and 
Germans to go ahead with clos- 
er union, provided it was out- 
side the Treaty of Rome, the 
bhiqprint of the EU. 

“It was, after all, not the Eu- 
ropean Union which we joined. 
It was the European Common 
Market which we joined. That 
is where our interest lies,” he 
said. “There is an alternative 
way in which we can all achieve 
what we want within Europe - 
they their union, we our com- 
mon market.” 


Union 
over B 


He added: “Sooner or later, 
decisions on these matters will 
have to be made. We cannot 
continue to procrastinate.” 
Lard Tfebbrn went on: “Nor do 
I think it proper that we should 


they have an agenda. If we can 
devise a means by which they 
can satisfy the needs of their 
agenda and we can satisfy the 
needs of ours, surely that is the 
right way to go. 

“The Bill before us, if en- 
acted, would create the crisis in 
Europe which is needed for the 
discussions to begin to make a 
serious effort to solve these 
problems. That is why I would 
commend it to the House.” 

He said: “Itwould be a great 
tragedy if forever relationships 
between members of the Eu- 
ropean Community Were to be 
poisoned by the dispute in 
which others wish to drag us in 
one direction and we wish to re- 
strain them from going in the 
direction which they wish logo.” 
Sooner or later a crisis would 
arise, he said, “because, above 
all, there is a headlong conflict 
over the shape, structure, pur- 
pose and the destination ox the 
Union; because the existing in- 
stitutions which were designed 
by six member states cannot 
wort; in a management sense la 
alone a political sense, for a Eu- 


rope of 20 or more states”. 

He said it was not European 
socialism that was the threat but 
“corporatism”. 

Responding to an attack by 
liberal Democrat Lend Thveme 
on “Euro-septicaemia” among 
supporters of the BiD, Lord Teb- 
bit said: “I think there is a sick- 
ness in our body politic. 

“That septicaemia is a par- 
liamentary septicaemia. It is 
Brussels which is in the blood 
of this Parliament and it is die 
EU which is threatening this 
Parliament” 


anger 


t • 


pay warning 


CoBn Brown and 
Barrio Clement 

Labour signalled it would en- 
force below-inflation pay 
awards which are expected to be 
agreed by the Cabinet next 
week, despite protests by trade- 
unions representing some of the 
13 million public-sector work- 
ers. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, warned the unions 
there would be “no blank 
cheque" for public-sector work- 
ers under a Labour government 
as the Cabinet was poised to 
stage the payment of rises of 32 
to 3.4 per cent recommended by 
the pay review bodies. 

Senior government sources 
confirmed the Cabinet would 
hold down the pay increases to 
below the 25 per cent inflation 
rate in the first stage, delaying 
the second instalment of up to 
1.4 per cent to later in the year 
for the groups covered by the 
pay review bodies, including 
doctors, dentists, groups allied 
to medicine, and teachers. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, the 
leader of Unison, said it was “to- 
tally unacceptable” to pay the 
awards in two stages, although 
he welcomed the higher-than- 
inflation recommendations for 
“deserving” low-paid workers. 

Bob Abbe rley head of Uni- 
son’s health workers’ section, 
said that such a move would be 
“totally unfair”, and Doug 
McAvoy, of the National Union 
of Teachers, declared: “I would 
expect Labour to honour these 
recommendations in full.” 

The comments of senior 
union leaders reflect growing 
frustration behind the scenes 
over their policy of minimising 
public ad tidan of Labour in the 
run-up to the election. 

That strategy was sorely test- 
ed by Mr Brown’s comments 
that in government he would 
abide by the public expenditure 
limits laid down by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 

However, Mr Brown said: 
“We will wait and see what is 
recommended But I have got 
to be responsible and credible 
about what is going to happen 
in the future.” 

The shadow Chancellor told 
a conference for small busi- 
nesses that Labour would take 
“a finn and fair approach” to 
public-sector pay within tough 
cash limits. “With Labour, all 


publio-sector pay agreements 
must be financed from within 
the agreed departmental cash 
limit s upon which departments 
must now plan ... So there can 
be no blank cheques.” 

Reaffirming his assurances to 
business that he would not in- 
crease spending or the upper 
and basic rates of income tax, 
the shadow Chancellor said a 
comprehensive spending re- 
view would be one of the first 
tasks of an incoming Labour 
government. 

The objective of the review 
would be to investigate how a 
Labour government could re- 
shape expenditure into the next 
century to encourage work, a 
fair society and investment. 

Labour will publish for the 



Gordon Brown: 1 have got to 
be responsible and credWe’ 

first time a business manifesto 
nexi month, followed by a busi- 
ness summit headed by Tbny 
Blair, Mr Brown and Margaret 
Beckett, shadow President of 

the Board of Trade. 

Mr Brown believes ihe min- 
imum wage is vital to the wel- 
fare-to-work strategy he will be 
laying out in the Crosland 
Memorial Lecture in two 
weeks 1 time, but small busi- 
nesses would Ire consulted 
about the level before it was set 
. Setting out five goats for a 
Labour government to en- 
courage business, he said die 
guiding principles would be 
stability and low inflation; tough 
rules on public expaodibb* 
and borrowing; highievets at® 
improved quality of mresonait 
a new skills revolution to boost 
productivity; and “construed* . 
engagement” in Europe- 
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jl^g/ After 46 years in Parliament, ‘old Dreadnought 
*«! sets sail for one more battle with the young guns 


politics 
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tan Burrell 

At war with the last two lead- 
ers of his own party. Sir Edward 
Heath js - now undersiege in his 
own.parli amentaiy consritueo- 
cy 35 political rivals prepare to 
do battle for the seat at the gen- 
eral election. *" 

■ Midway through his 81st 
year. Sir Edward faces a multi- 
ple threat at the hustings. One 
• - the liberal Democrat 

candidate -is so young that he 
was not even bora when Mr 
Heath first moved into No 10; 
another— the Referendum Par- 
t y can didate - is a former 
Downing Street adviser who 
used to help write his speech- 
es. But any politician once de- 
scribed as “a vast old battleship 
of the Dreadnought class" will 
take some beating. 

For the past 46 years he has 
represented the interests of the 
paople of north Kent in West- 
minster, first as the MP for Bex- 
ley and now for the newer seat 
of Old Bexley and Sidcupt. . 

Despite his age, and the fact 
that he lives nearly 100 miles 
away in Salisbury, Sir Edward 
is stm seen as a local boy made 
good; the son of a Kent car- 
penter who grew up to be prime 
minister. 

The President of the Oxford 
Union in 1939, he led the Con- 
servatives to general election 
victory seven months before 
one of his chief rivals in the 
coming poll was even bom. 

Iain King, 26 last Wednesday 
and the Liberal Democrat can- 
didate for the seat, is hoping to 
turn age into an election issue. 
He points out that 43 per cent 
of voters in the constituency are 
under 40, and claims that vot- 
ers are telling him that they are 
looking for a younger ME 

“There is a view that he is a 
bit past it," Mr King said. "I get 
the impression that he is a bit 
bored with it all” 

Mr King, who grew up in 
Gloucestershire before going to 
Oxford University, was briefly 
editor of a national student 
newspaper. For the past four 
years he has worked at the 
Liberal Democrats’ headquar- 
ters in Westminster, where he 
is responsible for “turning key 
messages of party policy into 
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currency is the real election is- 
sue. * 

One person who would 
strongly msagree with hun is one 
of Sir Edward’s former aides. 
Brian Reading. 60 - an eco- 
nomic adviser between 1966 and 
1972 - who is standing on be- 
half of Sir James Goldsmith's 
.^RfdeycepdumJParty. 


soundbites”. - ■ . - ■ . -R^^nduiaJParty. : . 

He concedes that Sir Ed- -- ^Tfofcetieyes Sir Edward is u fo- 
ward’s “big achievement was tally wrong on Europe”, but says 
getting into Europe” but thinks_ _that although he has chosen to 


boss he bears no persona] 
grudge and hopes the issues can 
be discussed without “fudge or 
rancour". 

Now working as an econom- 
ic consultant and writer, Mr 
Reading, 60. believes that 
Britain could only join the sin- 
gle currency if it gives up con- 
treri ^fbotirnatioo at taxes and 
public spending. “As long as na- 
tional j&rliaments are answer- 
able to national voters, the 


that health and not the single jj^tand directly against his fonno£_ abihtyerf ^weramentsto raise _ the epitome of Middle En^and, 

Portillo comes to aid 
of dumped Gardiner 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The threat that Sir George 
Gardiner could become a 
Euro-sceptic martyr increased 
yesterday when the Secretary of 
State for Defence Secretary, 
Michael Portillo, came to ius 
aid. 

Mr Portillo, a leading Euro- 
sceptic in the Cabinet, called for 
‘tolerance” in the party after Sir 
George’s Reigate constituency 
votea to deselect him on ac- 
count of his disloyalty to the 
Prime Minister over the Gov- 
ernment’s refusal to rule out a 
single European currency. 

“George was extremely un- 
wise and very rude to make 
some of the remarks he made 
about the Prime Minister,” said 
Mr Portillo. “However, 1 believe 
we are a tolerant party and 1 am 
sony to see people being asked 
to leave their seats after they 
have given good service to their 
constituents. 

“I hope we can continue to 
show tolerance towards a very 
broad strand of opinion. We are 
a very broad church.* 

During a visit to a British 
Aerospace factory in Lan- 



POrtfffo: Praised Sir George's (right) constituency work 


cashire, which is engaged in the 
Eurofighter project, Mr POrtiDo 
admitted that Sir George’s ac- 
tions had not been helpful to the 
Conservative cause in the run- 
up to a general election. 

“Everyone should be careful 
about what they say and bear in 
mind the consequences of what 
they say. But even if they say 
things out of line, 1 hope we can 
show tolerance for them." 

He advised the rebel MP 


not to stand as an independent. 
“] only support candidates who 
are Conservative, so George 
must bear that firmly in mind,” 
he said. 

John Major sidestepped a 
question about how sad he was 
over the departure of Sir 
George, who was deselected 
after describing the Prime Min- 
ister as Kenneth Clarke’s “ven- 
triloquist's dummy". 

Mr Major said he believed 


Fresh nuclear waste blow 


Nicholas Schoon 

Fnvfr onment Correspondent 

The Government must block 
plans to build an underground 
nuclear wastedump at SeUafieid 
in Cumbria, a former top min- 
isterial adviser has wanted the 
the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, John Gummer. 

Nirex, the company plan- 
ning the underground dump, 
has run into severe probltms in 

nying to establish that radiation 
would not reach the surface, 
says Professor Sir John KniD, 
who from I9S7 to 1995 was 
chairman of the Government's 
Radioactive Whste Manage- 
ment Advisory Committee. 

In a damning letter to Mr 
Gummer, Sir John ad vises h im 
not to giant pfenning permission 
■». - nnnrn rnitWennind 


laboratory Nirex is planning at 
Sellafidd which would pave the 
way for the full-scale reposito- 
ry intended to take most of 
Britain’s radioactive waste. 

He says be believes that 
Nirex s scientific studies into 
how water flows through the 
rocks at the site - which is ctu- 
dal to its safety - had run into 
severe difficulties. The compa- 
ny now knew, but bad not yet 
admitted, that the problems 
were much greater than had 
been thought a few years ago 
and more test drilling was 
needed. 

A p lannin g inquiry into the - 
proposed laboratory, headed by 
an inspector, took place last 
year. Mr Gummer now has the 
inspector’s report, and has to 
decide whether to give the go- 
ahead. Nirex wants digging for 


the laboratory to start as soon 
aspossible. 

Sul in the meantime. Cumbria 
County Council and the envi- 
ronmental campaign group 
Friends of the Earth have pub- 
licised a leaked internal memo-; 
random to senior staff at Nirex 
indicating that much more -data 
on the rods is needed. Sir John’s 
letter is a response to that leak. 

The site at Longlands Farm, 
near Gosforth, is tw miles from 
British Nudear Fuel’s Sellafield 
reprocessing plant- So far Nirex 
has spent £2U0m investigating 
the fractured volcanic rods be- 
neath the surface, but the mem- 
orandum from the company's 
director of science, John 
Holmes, revealed that its com- 
puter modellers wan led between 
10 and 100 times more data. 

The scientists are concerned 


that without «h«, they cannot 
reliably model the flow of wa- 
ter through the rock, which 
needs to De capable of con- 
taining the long-lived radioac- 
tive waste for lOOJXX) years. The 
worry is that radioacfiveJy con- 
taminated water could rise to 
the surface- 

Sir John's letter says: “Dr 
Holmes' minute reflects a stark- 
ly different assessment of the 
likelihood of achieving an ac- 
ceptable safety case for a deep 
repository ... as compared to 
any that has been published by 
Nirex previously.” 

Michael Meacher, Labour’s 
environment spokesman, said; 
“Sir John’s letter has exposed 
a history of complacency, mis- 
information and delay around 
the planning process for the un- 
derground laboratory.” 
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taxes or cut spending is con- 
strained by what the electorate 
will accept.” 

He said Britain's relationship 
with Europe had already gone 
too far. “Many British laws are 
now made in Brussels, with 
proposals debated in secret by 
a council of ministers. The 
British people do not appear 10 
realise that this is happening.” 

The Old Bexley ana Sidcup 
constituents appear to represent 


with one of the highest pro- 
portion of owner occupiers and 
the lowest percentage of non- 
whites of any constituency in the 
country. Boundary changes, 
however, have meant a further 
10,000 voters being drawn into 
the area from the London side 
of the constituency. 


many of the older voters will 
know him from his days as 
Bexley MP prior to 1974. 

The boundary changes may 
help the Labour candidate who 
Sir Edwards supporters regard 
as their greatest threat to his 
15,699 majority. Richard Just- 
ham, 30, is a local councillor and 


In between voting at West- ‘ trade union official who has 
minster last week. Sir Edward lived all his life in the con- 
said he was confident and “weD- stituency.Histask,hesays,ista 
organised" for the coming cam- shew tbe voters ibat Sir Edward 
paign. He pointed out that, is out of step with his own par- 


ty. “I’ve got to get over 10 the 
people that while a lot of Sir Ed- 
ward’s values are quite hon- 
ourable they are not going to see 
them implemented by voting 
Conservative.” 

Mr Justharo’s confidence is in- 
creased by the knowledge that 
the Tories will not be able to at- 
tack him for being soft on Eu- 
rope when he is standing against 
the man who took Britain into 
the Common Market. 

He hopes that the Refcren- 


Then and now: Edward 
Heath (left) acknowledging 
victory in his Bexley 
constituency in the March 
1966 general election at 
which the Tories were 
beaten by Labour. Heath 
would have to wait until 
1970 before forming a 
government 

Main photograph - - UPW 


dum P.trtv and (he fringe VK 
Independence Party will help 
him to unseat the former prime 
minister. “I believe that if they 
gel the right-wing Tory vole then 
I will be able to sneak through 
the middle.” he said. 

Being in the middle, howev- 
er, is part of Labour’s problem. 
The party needs to present it- 
self as an alternative to the Gov- 
ernment but will find it hard to 
beat Sir Edward's own record 
as an outspoken critic of both 
the Thatcher and the Major ad- 
ministrations. 

As recently as Iasi week, the 
“old Dreadnought” returned 
10 the fray to attack Michael 
Portillo, the Defence Secre- 
tary. over the handling of a re- 
placement for the royal yacht 
Britannia. 

Sir Edward's criticisms do not 
appear to have harmed him in 
the eyes of the electorate and 
New Labour may not find it easy 
to get to the left of him. Even 
Mr King, the liberal Democrat 
candidate, admitted: “Some of 
the things he said as prime min- 
ister would now be vetoed by- 
Tony Blair as too left-wing.” 


the independence of the Tory 
constituency associations was a 
very great strength within the 
Conservative Party, which he 
had no intention of changing. 

“That means that the selec- 
tion of candidates is a matter en- 
tirely and completely for tbe 
constituency parties and I have 
not in the past, will not now, will 
not in the future, interfere in 
their selections of candidates,” 
said Mr Major. 

Sir George was saying noth- 
ing yesterday about his dese- 
lection. 

The blinds were drawn al his 
home, near Dorking, and the 
telephone was off the hook. His 
wife answered the door, but only 
to tell reporters: “I can’t com- 
ment at aiL My husband will not 
make a statement for another 
few days.” 

Lady Gardiner later left then- 
home, saying that her husband 
was not there, and she would 
not speculate on reports that he 
was consulting solicitors about 
the legality of the vote. 

His constituency association 
has already begun the process 
of frying to find a new candidate 
to replace Sir George at the next 
election. 


Contracted-out pension 
arrangements are changing 

Pass it on. 


Wm. 


Gosh, thanks awfully Boss. 




h'V>V.\ 


REMEMBER TO TELL ALL YOUR EMPLOYEES. 


IF YOU ‘RE AN EMPLOYER, you need to know that 
from 6 April 1997 new legislation comes into effect 
changing pension (aw for contracted-out pension 
schemes, if you offer a salary-related scheme now. and 
you an re-electing for it to remain as one, you have a 
responsibility to tell ell your employees about the con- 
tracting-out changes. But don’t worry. To help you 
explain them, the DSS has produced a free leaflet you 
can give to your staff. And if you offer a money-pur- 
chase scheme, you might aiso find it useful. Either way, 
there’s no limit on the number of copies you can have, 
so it makes It easy for you to pass the message on. 
To order, phone 0345 31 32 33 or post the coupon to - 
□SS Pensions, Freepost BS 5555/1, Bristol BS99 1 BL 


PLEASE PSIMT 


NAME WR/MRS/MI35) 


HO. OF LEAFLETS REQUIRED 


ORB AMIS ATIOH 


POSTCODE 


DS8 PENSIONS. FREEPOST BRISTOL HEM NL. 


FOR FREE LEAFLETS FOR ALL YOUR STAFF CALL 0345 31 32 33. 
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■ Delay starr timer. hh— 

Model WFF3 000. KWtlcdQQaC 
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BUT NOW MT 



LARGE SCREEN TVs 

SAVE to £100 


MATSU) ii ■ n 2 o-m«tv 
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to information urriotc. ■fllB.iQQ.- 
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FURTHER REDUCTION 
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FURTHER REDUCTION 


further reduction 


THOMSON 
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Ranote Control 
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55 E BE 
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MBan vHBsta screen rise, 
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- Information mrvtere. ■kTil 
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owwre Price £30939. Bin*-*..* 1 — 
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further reduction 


£ 99 # 


nor.:-: entertainment gfst euv eh 
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ZAN U SSI 1D00 Spin Autowasho- 

■ variable wash time. 

■ Also available in KSSH s*u*a 

EhIilf344oq 


Model TC470. RjPill 

was £4 093 9. HU) 


Modet aioes. 

W&s £499.99. ' 

BUY NOW MY TO MONIHS UUBt 


RECOMMENDED BY GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


ZANUSSl«o 

Spin ‘M sysw 4otim«fwE®W 1 1A 
Rmte sntsot Model FH285. K Bl llfflflM M 
waj-eeraa was £469.99 . MWIitt/jji 
tonan Fnce U399 BUY HOW MT 10 MONTHS UOBI 


AEG IBM Spin ‘nghranie AutowasW 

b SeH ac^usting water 

if** WH mu mice 

a Quiet operation. ■ ft Til 4^41 

■ 19 programmes. R 1 1 1 1 1 fU /H M 

Model M00. was f-ri.jx 

BUY NOW MY IB MONTHS LATER 



DISHWASHERS 

SAVE 

to £160 



BUY NOW PAY s 
18 MONTHS LATER 

ON A RANGE OF 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES 


18 MONTHS r 
INTEREST FREE | 


SANYO BB 25‘HCAMSHnaTV 

with Fastest ^ 

■ Stan visible screen SAUFWCE 

■g^s^ Taii £399.88 

Model 5957 ■■■*— 

VWs £44939. BUY NOW PAY I MONTHS IAIB* 


JVC 29TOcfeyPr»togteTVwtlh3t>4«Mric 
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SAVE 
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1000 Spin ‘Aquarius 
Da Luxe* Autowasher 
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■ 4 programmer. „ 

■ Delicate cycle. BSgffl voucHamcE 

Model C4100. HnCnl 

Was £369.99. BCUl £/j393 

bvsore Price £249.99. Hr ta - = -— 

BUY NOW MY S MONTHS UUBt 


BSfe £120 


■ Aquarius wash system. 

■ Slow spin speed. 

■ Quick wash. 

■ No-heat economy wash. 
Model WM2S. 

Whs £499391 Was 09939. 


CANDY ► 


HOTPOINT hdSMfintEAloti 


HOOVER ► 

FuD Size ‘Soft Wave’ 
Dishwasher 

■ MuttkOrecdOMl 

■ Economy option. 

■ Heat boost drying. 


9.8 cu.ft. Fridge 
Freezer 


Model D7436. 
Was £42939. 


■ Hot air drying. 

■ 3 programmes. 

Model DF21P. 

Was £369.99. 

BUY HOW PWrtO MONTHS UUHI 


RECOMMENDED 9V GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 
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■ S.7oi.ft. fridge. 

■ Ti table shelves. 

■ 4.1 cu-ft freezer. 

■ Auto defrost. 

■ Reversible doors. 

■ CPC free. 

■ 4 star freezer rating. 
Model CCM2WT2G. 
Was £39939. 

In-store Wee £29939. 
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Long Hay Video with 
VMeoPlus and PDC 



NY 

29* NICAM Stereo TV 

with Fastext 

■ 66cm visible screen size. 

■ IQ picture facility automatically 
adjusts the colour and contrast 

' of set to the b righ t n i of the 
room for Improved viewing. 
Model 29F1. 

Wk £69939. 
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TV, VIDEO PACKAGES 

rryH save 
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■ VideoPlus and PDC for easy 
and reliable programming. 
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recording time of tapes. 
■ Instant review futabon. 
Model HW230. 
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1.0 cu.ft. touch 
Control Microwave 
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power output 
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cooking. 

■ One-touch cooking. 
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Dolby Pro-Logic CD 
Mini Hi-Fi 




i DYSON 

Dual Cydone Upright Cleaner 

■ Powerful 1300 watt motor. 
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3 CDs. - 
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channel. 
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news 


Pushbike 
licks Aston 
Martin in 
the race 
to unclog 
London 



Christian Wolmar 

The RAC began its centenary 
celebrations yesterday by show- 
ing that cars are a waste of rtm*» 

A race through the centre of 
London, set up by the motoring 
organisation and involving 
vehicles ranging from a 1901 
French-built Mors and a 1910 
horse-drawn carriage to a 1997 
Aston Martin and mountain 
bike, showed that the horse and 
cart was almost as quick as the 
car. 

The RAC has changed. No 
longer does it promote the 
gung ho “motorists are king" 
which has been its ethos for 
most of the past century. “We 
champion for mobility, rather 
than the motorist" said its chief 
executive, Neil Johnson. It has 
bowed to the inevitable, aware 
that untrammelled freedom of 
the motorist is no longer viable. 

Indeed, as part of its cele- 
brations it has issued a charier 
“to keep our dries inoviD| w and 
the race was an exerase to 
show that that our dries, or at 
least the cars in them, are now 
barely moving. 

The charter is also full of the 
sort of sensible stuff that one is 
more used to hearing from its 
opponents in the environmen- 
tal lobby such as spen ding more 
on public transport and reduc- 
ing pollution. The RAC even 
warns to pedestiianise part of 
Trafalgar Square to improve the ' 
capital's environment 
-=The Independent's reporter 
forsook his normal bicycle for ' 


the back seats of the £76,000 
Aston Martin DB7. It was not 
a wise decision. Aston Martins 
are not designed for third par- 
ties. They can just about fir chil- 
dren under seven, but anyone 
else has to forego the seal bells 
and lie across the back with their 
head against the back wind- 
screen, praying the driver does 
not go over a pothole. 

Mr Johnson, who was driving 
the borrowed Aston Martin - 
“we’re fully insured, I checked" 
-was dearly itching to break the 
speed Hmrt and the rules, and 
possibly this reporter’s head, as 

he sped away from the start, just 
off Pall Mall. The route was to 
take us down Piccadilly through 
theatre-land, round Trafalgar 
Square, down the Mall and 
bade to Ball Mall, a drcuit of just 
over three miles. 

But all the power of the en~ 

S ' le was wasted. Piccadilly was 
D, blocked from one end to 
the other and the Daily Mail 
man in the front seat tried 
vainfy to find the traffic news on 
the over-complex radio. 

“We could have walked here 
more quickly,” groaned Mr 
Johnson who confessed that 
he normally walked around 
London or used a50cc moped. 

It was only a fire engine that 
saved us from the ignominy of 
being beaten by the more ma- 
noeuvrable bubble car which 
had passed us in Piccadilly. 
With th& engine sounding tell : 
and jury, Mr -Johnson went 
through a red light at the top of 
Trafalgar Square, saving a cou- 


TTme trial: A 1901 Mors In yesterday’s race around London organised by the RAC to mark its centenary. The Mors came second behind a bicycle Photograph: Adrian Dennis 

pie of minutes. 

Inevitably the cyclist, 

Delaney, won. Mr 
an expert on the 
London's roads, having been the 



Scientists are 

ignored in 
ecstasy debate 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


It is almost certain that Michael 
Morgan, John Henry and Vfcl 
Curran know more about the ef- 
fects of ecstasy than Oasis star 
Noel Gallagher or any of the 
MPs who have lined up to crit- 
icise him. But while the latter 
have enjoyed a high media pro- 
file in the past few days, none 
of the others has occupied a mo- 
ment of airtime or a word of 
newsprint 

The reason? They are scien- 
tists who have performed re- 
search into ecstasy - and so, in 
the strange world of the drugs 
debate, them knowledge, which 
might inform the present argu- 


4 The problem 
with research 
here is that the 
smallest thing 
gets blown out 
of proportion 9 

ments, is quietly overlooked. 

However, all feel strongly 
that there is too little research 
oping on to study the effects of 
long-term use of the drug, and 
that the media's constant at- 
tention, allied to the drug's 
outlaw status, makes it almost 
impossible to cany out useful 
work in the UK. 

Unlike the debate over a 
possible link between mad cow 
&asc, BSE, and Creutzfeldt- 
jakob disease in humans, in 
which scientists were thrust 
into the limelight, the ecstasy 
debate has almost ignored 
them- Unlike GID or BSE,, 
there is no government money 
for studies into its effects. *T 
think it’s because BSE was the 
Government’s fault," said one 
researcher yesterday, “whereas 
ecstasy s relf-inflkted. They can 
wash their hands of it." 

There are only a handful of 
UK studies involving animals or 

* - - -• 33-ilwh Tfi. 


search is a small fraction of that 
published worldwide into the ; ef- 
fects of the drug. The Medical 
Research Council has funded 
only one project into it, and that 
ended three years ago. 

Dr Morgan, at the depart- 
ment of psychology at the Uni- 
versity of Swansea, recently 
completed a study which sug- 
gests that regular users suffer 
damage to their problem-solv- 
ing aMrties ate their short-term 
memory. But he has chosen to 
submit his work not to a UK 
publisher, but to the American 
Journal of Neuropsychophar- 
macology. “The problem with 
doing human research here is 
that the smallest thing gets 
blown out of proportion. My 
aim in submitting it in the US 
was to keep it in the scientific 
world, rather than the media." 

Dr Henry, at the National 
Poisons Information Unit at 
Guy’s Hospital, is the only sci- 
entist in the country with a li- 
cence to provide pure ecstasy. 
But he also feels that the po- 
larisation of the debate is bold- 
ing back research. “It’s a very 
important subject which de- 
serves study, u we have any- 
where between 50,000 and 
500,000 people taking it every 
weekend, there’s a seed to 
know what it does in the ma- 
jority of cases.” 

The focus on the few tragic 
short-term cases is staring the 
public’s notion of the important 
issues, he believes. “Tfen or 20 
deaths now soothing, compared 
to the the possibility of epidemic 
depressive illness as these peo- 
ple grow up-with the attendant 
suicides that follow ” he says. 

Dr Curran, a senior lecturer 
at University College, London, 
hag also competed a study -due 
to be published later this year 
- showing a “midweek dSp" of 
depression among regular ec- 
stasy users. “There’s certainly 
not enough research going on,” 
she said.^ut it is very difficult 
to do because it's illicit. 

“The media attention may 
have helped because it brings 
the subject to the minds of the 
committees who fund research. 
But the money on that level is 
going towards BSE.” 

Leading article, page 19 
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news 


Family of Iris Bentley vow to 
battle on fir brother’s pardon 


Mourners at yesterday’s 
funeral of Iris Bentley were 
urged to cany on her light to 
win a pardon for her brother 
Derek, hanged in 1953 for the 
murder of a policeman. 

They also heard the Home 
Office denounced during the 
funeral service for its “callous 
indifference" in refusing to 
bring forward a decision 
which could dear Bentley’s 
name so that his sister would 
have known the outcome 
before her death. 

Miss Bentley campaigned 
tirelessly for a pardon until 
her death last week from 
cancer, aged 65. Speakers at 
yesterdays service in Collier’s 
Wood, south London, said 
her fight bad changed the 
face of British justice. Her 
daughter Maria Dingwall, 34, 
vowed to continue the battle. 
A note on the wreath she laid 
read: “Mum, you can trust me 
to fight to the bitter end. I 
will get the pardon. That is 
my prayer to you." 

Bentley denied urging his 




Iris Bentley and her brother Derek, who was hanged, 
aged IS. She battled for 40 years to get him pardoned 


16-year-old accomplice, 
Christopher Craig, to shoot 
PC Sidney Miles after a 
botched burglary in Croydon, 
south London, but he was 
condemned to death aged 19 
after a much criticised trial 
His story was dramatised in 
the film Let Him "Have k - the 
words he was alleged to have 


shouted moments before the. 
murder. Craig escaped capital 
punishment because of his 
age, and was released in 1963. 

Miss Beutley was laid to 
rest alongside her brother in 
Croydon cemetery. One of 
the victories in her long battle 
was to have his remains 
moved there from a prison 


burial ground. A floral tribute 
from her closest family bore 
the words: “Iris, the fight 
carries on”. 

In April, Bentley’s case is 
due to be one of the first to 
be presented at the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission 
for referral to the Court of 
Appeal It is also believed 
that the Home Office will 
soon announce a decision on 
whether to grant a pardon in 
the light of new evidence. 

to yesterday's service, 
solicitor Benedict Bimbeig 
disclosed that a plea to the 
Home Office last October to 
bring the decison forward in 
thefight of Miss Bentley’s 
fllnpjgs had been rejected. He 
said it was typical of the 
“callous indifference" with 
which she had been treated by 
the establishment. 

Labour MP Joan Lestor 
told mourners: “I am here to 
salute a great campaigner, an 
outstanding woman, who has 
made a major contribution to 
British justice and our society. " 



Fighting on: Maria Dingwall, Iris Bentley's daughter, art the funeral yesterday 


Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 
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Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs. Editor 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay, issued an emphatic caH 
last night for an end to the 
“adjournment culture” in youth 
courts, which was encouraging 
persistent young offenders to 
believe they were getting away 
with their crimes. " . 

The wanting, in the first of a 
series of meetings with magis- 
trates, was coupled with an 
explicit remfalferThar prison ‘ 
should be reserved for more se- 
rious cases and only used in last . 
resort for fine defaulters. 

Urging Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
magistrates to “get tough” on 
lawyers seeking repeated ad- 
journments, Lord Mackay said 
youth courts had to be able to 
link in the mind of the young 
person the consequences of 
criminal behaviour, and the 

Ee^wfomitselL 

Advice recently issued by 
the Mamstrates Association 
and die Justices’ Clerks Society 
already suggests that in cases of 


We’ll go 


Every year at The Samaritans we 
receive over a miff ion totally silent phone 


“spree offending" by juveniles 
on bail, JP5 should depart from 
the usual practice of Lying up all 
outstanding cases so that they 
can be dealt with together. 

This approach was firmly 
endorsed Dy Lord Mackay yes- 
terday. “It’s important that the 
magistratessbould understand 
that they are in charge,” be said. 

He urged the Newcastle jus- 
tices last night to be “careful, to 
ensure that the period of the 
adjournment is used effective- 
ly by all concerned and that one 
adjournment will not simply 
lead to another request for a 
further adjournment at a later 
stage in the case.” 


Once the link between the 
crime and the outcome of the 
court case was broken, the no- 
tion of “getting away with it" 
was reinforced in the offender's 
min d, he said. 

Last autumn’s scathing Au- 
dit Commission report on ju- 
venile justice. Misspent Youth, 

ay invoked- the ^jeadn® watch- 
dog’s study yesterday,1saying it 
showed a “disturbingly high 
“nffiSBer m 

youth caseS/oftm for .very 
understandable reasons. It re- 
ports an average of four ap- 
pearances in the course of a 
youth court case^-Tbis is in 
no-one’s interestvleast of all 
that of the young^ccused.” 

The Lord Chanadkiralso ap- 
peared prepared lo ebafienge 
the current obsesSfafiwitii im- 
prisonment “If I iifayspeak J.. 
directly, prison is afarf deter- 
rent to criminal betawtour and 
needs to be reserved for the 
more serious cases." The eight- 
fold increase in immediate cus- 
todial sentences over the last 10 
years was “staggering”, he said. 

“That is not to say that the 
sentences were not justified 
but such increases must give 
cause for reflection. It is not sen- 
sible for prisons to be fan of 
petty offenders who can better 
be dealt with fapthervrays,” he 
said. 

He urged magistrates to en- 
sure that fines were seen as a 
p unishme nt rather than, getting 
off lightly. Courts should settle 
payment arrangements at ‘the 
point at which, me fine was im- 
posed. Lord Mackay suggested. 
“It is worth asking the offend- 
er explicitly, ‘What, are you go- 
ing to pay today?’” . . . 


on listening 
even when 
you can’t go 

on talking. 


| calls. For whatever reason, the callers can’t 
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® begin to tell us what’s troubling them. 





Equally, callers who do start may be 
unable to go on - many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet. 

With all of these callers, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won't be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
Even if you can’t calk we’ll listen. 


David Howells, the man 
accused with his sons of killing 
their mother, yesterday alleged 
t h a t his teenage son de£beraidy 
implicated him in order to 
escape the blame. 

Mr Howells . told Leeds 
Crown Court that he had never 



The Samaritans. 
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A Registered Charity funded by voluntary donations. 


hnp^/www.compultnkxoAik/~careware/samaritans/ 


Eve, with his sons John and 
Glenn, despite John's claims in 
evidence that his father had 
talked about it several times in 
the year before her death- 
. Mrs Howells, 48, a teacher, 
was bludgeoned to death in the 
living room of her home fa 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, 
fa August 1995. 

The court has beard that 
Glenn attacked his mother with 
a hammer and John got rid of 
the weapon and Woody dothes. 

Mr Howells, a maintenance 
engineer, was playing darts two 
miles away when she died and 
had “the perfect alibi". 

He tola the court yesterday 
that he knew nothing of a pact 
until after his wife’s death and 
bad not plotted with his sons 

Franz Muller QC, for the 
prosecution, said that John had 
claimed that “we all put our 


points forward wfaaf to^fo” m 
relation to the kfllfagbV 
He asked Mr Howells: “All 
that is wicked lies to gfct him- 
self off the book at your ex- 
pense; is that thepositJoaY' Mr 
Howells replied: “It seems like 
that to me, yes.” 

Mr Howells told the court he 
thought John was “scared" 
“He was frying to make it eas- 
ier for himself by maybe frying 
to spread the blame on lo all. 
three ofus... AUrmsaymgis 
I wouldn't have expected a$son 
to say that." 

The court heard that when 
Mr Howells was takibyawtigh- 
bour after the attack 'that 
“something terrible" had hap- 
pened at his home, he failed to 
ask how his wife was. 

Mr Muller said: “This is the 
woman whom yau loved and.ber 


didn’t even bother to ask mist 
happened to her "David denied 
that this was because he knew. 

exactly what had happened- 

David, 48, Glenn, 17, and 
John, 15, all deny mower." 
Glenn admits manslaughter wt- 
ffie grounds of provocation- 
The trial continues. 
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Timely smears 
knock Khan’s 
chances for six 


lair McGirk 

Lahore 


Lead ing a national team to tri- 
umph in cricket, with its dear- 
cut rales. Is quite distinct from 
rapstenngthe murky Intrigues 

of Pakistani politics. Two days 
before the election for prime 
minister, Imran Khan, wbo five 
years ago was idolised for win- 
ning his nation the Weald Cup, 
is reeling from the smear cam- 
paign aimed at his antikxmra 

tion idealism. 

His seasoned opponents, 
both former prime ministers, 
were cynical enough to appro- 
priate the gist of his reformist 
zeal into their own sketchy par- 
ty manifestoes. Mr Khan has 
conceded in pubfic that a victory 
now “would: be a miracle” and 
that his Movement for Justice* 
(Tfehreek-i-Insaaf) Party “may 
not even win a single seat”. 

While local newspaper head- 
lines gloated yesterday over 
new accusations thai Mr Khan 
had once slapped Sita White, 
the heiress whose paternity suit 
against him in Los Angeles has 
made their alleged illegitimate 
daughter one of the hottest 
topics of this race, Mr Khan has 
retreated to campaign in the 
Northwest Frontier province 
of SwaL 

The conservative Pathans 
there welcome him as a dan 
brother and his admiration for 
their ethos has become obvious, 
at least since his mid-life crisis, 
when he gave up his Armani 
suits for traditional tunics and 
ba ggy trousers. 

Mr Khan’s recent book, pub- 
lished in Urdu, extolled the aus- 
tere life of Pathan warriors and 
advocates their code of honour. 



Only black 
juror inOJ 


:i».- 



Tim Cornwell 

bos Angeles 


As the jury entered their fourth 
day of deliberations in the OJ 
Simpson dvfl trial yesterday, the 
judge Hiroshi Fujisaki dis- 
missed the only black juror, a 
widow in her sixties. The 
woman was replaced because 
her daughter worked as a legal 
secretary in the office of Los An- 
geles district attorney Gfl 
Garcetti. Mr Garcetti oversaw 
Mr Simpson's criminal prose- 
cution, but the judge only 
learned the connection yester- 
day, CNN reported. The judge 
ordered the jury to begin de- 
liberating anew. A new juror 


when they face the public that 
they want .to cross every t and 
dot every i," said Laune Lev- 
enson, associate dean of Loyola 
University Jaw school. 

Mr Simpson is being sued for 


was selected by lottery from a 
handful of alternates. He is an 
Asian American computer pro- 
grammer. 

Network anchors have de- 
scended in force to Camp OJ by 
the sea, as the media village out- 



Simpson: Jurors appear to be 
stOl debating his RabMRy 

side the Santa Monica court- 
house is known. The TV 
pundits afro have been so free 
with their opinions in recent 
months went strangely quiet 
tius week. When the jury in the 
criminal trial announced it had 
reached a verdict after -onty 
four hours, a wild 



lurf'S 


mg — 

re-ran. Frustration over the 
waiting game has been tinged 

with relief. 

At least this rime, it appears, 
jurors are making a show of ex- 
amining the evidence - if only 
lo avoid die scorn which was 
heaped on their predecessors. 
“If the jury is taking this seri- 
ously, it is realty good news," 
observed Valerie Sayers, pro- 
fessor at the University of Notre 
pame, on CNN. “1 think they 
..MnhfGAciimnftheveidict 


the famili es and estates of his 
ex-wife, Nicole Brown Simpsc 
and her friend Ronald Gold- 
man, wbo were found mur- 
dered in June 1994. 

The jurors have to find out 
whether it is “more likely than 
not" that he lolled them. They 
were reported as looking re- 
laxed as they filed into court cm 
Thursday to have testimony 
read bade. If not deadlocked, 
however, it appeared they were 
still debating the issue of his li- 
ability, and have not turned to 
the question of damages. 

In requests to the judge, tire 
jurors asked first for a magni- 
fying glass in order to examine 
the photographs which al- 
legedly show Mr Simpson wear- 
mg the Italian-designed shoes 
matched with bloody footprints 
at the murder scene. 

Since then, their interest has 
apparently turned to defence 
claims thaf the police massaged 
or mishandled the pivotal Wood 
evidence. They asked to see en- 
larged photographs of DNA test 
results and watched a police in- 
ventory video of Mr Simpson’s 
bedroom which shows no socks 
on his floor. 

The defence alleges that the 
socks, with splashes of blood, 
were planted. They reviewed 
two outer videos featuring the 
police witness Dennis Fung, 
whose shaky performance in 
both trials has been a boon for 
the defence. One showed him 
carrying a paper bag bolding the 
bloody glove found at Mr Snap- 
son’s estate. Again, the de- 
fence suggests it was planted. 

Los Angeles sheriff’s 
deputies raided the home of 
Brenda Moran, a juror from the 
criminal trial, after Judge Hi- 
roshi Fujisaki ordered an in> 
.vestigation into possible jury 
tampering. Ms Moran had 
signed a letter sent to two civ- 
il plots recommending the ser- 
vices of a publicity agent The 
letter, signed also by a second 
juror, said in effect “We respect 
your verdict and look forward 
to meeting you ... if you need 
someone to talk to, don't hesi- 
tate to call us,” her attorney said. 
It was supposed to be sent af- 
ter the trial, Ms Moran daimed. 


SUa White: Imran slapped me 
on 9 shooting expedition' 

But by suggesting that of- 
fenders who steal from the 
nation ought to be executed, the 
Oxford graduate has stunned 
the country's Intelligentsia. 
Many now fed his best chance 
of success as a mainstream 
politician lies in distancing him- 
self from religious extremists. 

Ms White dropped her plan 

lo confront Mr Khan in Pakistan 

over his denial of fathering 
Tyrian Jade, aged four. But 
yesterday she denounced him 
from California in an niter- 
view with The Nation, an Eng- 
lish daily, published in Lahore. 

“He was the father, "she said. 
Her earlier allegations that he 
bad tried to talk her into an 
abortion because the baby was 
not male damaged Mr Khan's 
popular image as a man com- 
mitted to Islamic ideals. 

Mr Khan countered her at- 
tack by proxy through his young 
British wife, Jemima, who ex- 
tolled his virtues cm television 
and dismissed the “salacious 
reports” as “above all, so trn-ls- 
lamic. No one benefits from 
reading this nonsense,” she 


said. The new mother, age 22, 
w»coax^ into leaving baby Si> 
laiman with his nanny Lo address 
two women-only rallies in her 
halting Urdu. 

In the interview. Ms White 
described in detail how she 
had provoked the aspiring 
prime minister by berating his 
hunting prowess. She recount- 
ed how Mr Khan crossed in 
front of a friend during a shoot- 
ing expedition and bagged the 
bird for himself. “We were all 
discussing it. Imran had fired 
past him. Then Imran actually 
slapped me .across the face in 
front of everybody. I was just in 
shock. 1 had never seen that side 
of his personality." 

Afterwards, Mr Khan re- 
portedly told his stricken 



Campaign trailing: Imran Khan out on the stump, where his hid to become prime minister appears doomed to failure 


i 

Photograph: AP 


girlfriend: “Even if the tiger is 
wrong, you should say that be 
is right.” Ms White dismissed 
reports in the London papers 
that she was jealous of her 
replacement in Imran's affec- 


tions. “1 don’t know Jemima," 
she said. “She seems very young 
and innocent, and easy to push 
around. I feel sorry for her." 

Nascem Zebra, the spokes- 
woman for Mr Khan's party. 


said- “We think this whole Sita 
White business is tacky. The 
timing is vicious. We do not 
want to comment." 

TonighL the candidate wiD fly 
home for the final innings be- 


fore the vole. Mr Khan's fol- 
lowers accuse Nawaz Sharif, 
who most analysts believe will 
win the election, of manipulat- 
ing Sita While into liming her 
embarrassing paternity suit for 


the election campaign. Lint a 
spokesman for Mr Sharif's Pak- 
istan Muslim League shrugged 
this off. saying: “If Imran's past 
catches up with hint, wc are not 
to blame." 
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in every city in the world? That takes millions 


of pounds worth of resources, doesn’t it? But now, if you’ve got an AIX or Windows NT“ based 


network, we can help you open 


for business 111 8 \ 6 FV CltV 


around the globe (at least, every city the Internet reaches) for a down-to-earth price. How 

in the world 


can we do that? With a powerful IBM software solution 


that lets millions of Internet users find, see and buy your products without leaving their chairs. 


It’s Kke having shops 


without paving rent 


It’s also a tool that lets you analyse buying habits and respond faster to latest trends 


in every city 


or region, and to change prices and make updates in a snap. 


And while youH be open to all, you’ll be vulnerable to none. Because advanced security capabilities 


protect your transactions from all the prying eyes 


in the world. 


If you would like more information please call 0800 675 675, quoting OIN4. 


Solutions fora small planet 
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Loathing for former colonial master casts p 


50-year shadows between Korea and Japan 


Richard Uoyd Parry 

Chonan, South Korea 


> t 2 i 


The Independence Hall of 
South Korea, at the foot of a 
beautiful hill outside the city of 
Chonan. is like something out 
of early science fiction. The 
grea i signboard near the coach 
park lists its many attractions; 
scattered around the broad 
central plaza, punctuated by 
soaring monuments and stones 
bearing inspirational inscrip- 
tions, are the Reunification 
Hill, the Stairs of the 105 Pa- 
triots, and the Grand Hall of the 
Nation. 12,080 square metres in 
area, 45m high and 126m wide. 

Beneath its giant tiled roof is 
the Statue of Indomitable Ko- 
reans, an epic, swirling mass of 
muscular figures, energetically 
casting off chains and surging 
into the future. The atmos- 
phere is both nostalgic and fu- 
turistic - you half expect to 
come across Flash Gordon do- 
ing battle with Ming the Mer- 
ciless. And the Independence 
Hall does indeed present itself 
as a battle of good against evil, 
an ancient struggle which even 
after five decades of peace re- 
fuses to be resolved. 

“This is a national shrine - 
please behave accordingly," 
warns the sign, and there cer- 
tainly is a a ear- religious at- 
mosphere about the hall, 
especially on a clear, bitterly 
cold winter morning, with the 
monuments casting long shad- 
ows over (he icy paths. But this 
is a complicated cult, based not 
so much upon pride in nation- 
al achievements, as on mis- 
trust self-righteous contempt 
and frank loathing for Japan, 
Korea's near neighbour and 
former colonial master. 

The heart of the Indepen- 
dence Hall is a series of seven gal- 
leries. covering Korean history 
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dent Kim Young Sam, Thkyos 


chief government spokesman, 
Selroku Kajiyama, caused an 


Lastirg bitterness: Korean former ‘comfort women’ in Tokyo on IS August 1995, 50 years after the end of the war, demanding compensation from the Japanese government Photograph: AP 


from the late 19th century to 
post-war independence. Among 
the exhibits are thousands of pho- 
tographs, documents and every- 
day objects, displayed beneath 
long panels of explanatory text. 
The collection was begun in 


1945. and is now supported by a 
research department of archivists 
and historians. But the docu- 
mentary value of their work is 
eclipsed throughout by a relent- 
less chauvinism, bordering on 
xenophobia. 


Enlarged photographs show 
the severed heads of peasants 
killed by the hated coloniser. In 
an animated film, the beautiful 
tear-streaked face of a 19th-cen- 
tury Korean queen is intercut 
with those of her snarling 


CHECKOUT 



tmordmary exhibit is a wide dis- 
play case containing wax work 
scenes from the torture cham- 
bers of the Japanese colonial 
police. Uniformed interrogators 
interfere with a naked, bleed- 
ing giri; a pair of policemen 
smirk at an old man, bent dou- 
ble in a box lined with spikes. 

Two and a half million visitors 
come here every year and among 
them today is a boy. Urn Jin 
Mook, being shown round the 
exhibition by his parents. "The 
Japanese are bad," he tells his 
father. “When I grow up, I want 
to bash them." He is 10 years okL 
Around his neck hangs an ex- 
pensive Japanese camera. 

Why do Korea and Japan, so 
dose in culture and ethnogra- 
phy, and with so much to gain 
from friendly relations, still 
find it impossible to get on? 


Their businessmen manage it 
(two-way trade amounted to 
S455bn last year), and so do 
their students (there are 15,000 
Koreans studying in Japan). 
But official relations remain 
hopelessly snarled in a web of 
prejudice, propaganda and his- 
torical resentment. 

The Independence Hall may 
be one sided (it makes no men- 
tion, for instance, of the millions 
of Koreans who co-operated 
and profited from the occupa- 
tion), but the atrocities drama- 
tised here axe not invented. 
Japanese brutality in Korea be- 
gan in 1592, when invading 
samurai carried away with tbem 
art treasures, the severed ears 
of dead enemies, and many of 
tbefipestfirafrsniqr^d^rtists . ; 
lii the fareryears of the coloni- 
sation, Koreans were forced to 
adopt Japanese names and lan- 


guage in a brutal attempt to 
eradicate national identity. 

Until recently, the grim facts 
of the period were skated over 
in Japanese schools - a gener- 
ation of new textbooks, which 
make cautious reference to 
such matters, are regularly de- 
nounced by right-wing intel- 
lectuals and poliudans. Among 
older Japanese, one frequent- 
ly finds a polite xenophobia to- 
wards Koreans, an equivalent of 
the middle-class anti-Semitism 
of Edwardian England, coupled 
with a reluctance to face the ugly 
truth about their parents' 
colonisation of die peninsula. _ 

A fortnight ago,' a former cab- 
inet minister, Thkami Eto, cute- 
ly compared Japan’s act of 
annexation J uq ^1910 tpl“the; 
merger of a town and a vflBage". 
Last week, the night before an 
official visit to Japan by Presi- 


even bigger flap when he re- 
marked of the “comfort 
women” - foreign slaves, most 
of them Korean, used as front- 
line prostitutes by the imperial 
- army -that “many of them did 
it for the money". 

But if Japanese sentiment ex- 
presses itself through historical 
amnesia, Korean feelings arc 
rarely so subde, and the Inde- 
pendence Kail is not the only 
example of government-spon- 
sored xenophobia.- Japanese 
popular culture (including pop 
music, films and comics) is 
banned here, a state of affairs 
supported, according to official 
polls, by roost Koreans. Gaffes, 
such as Mr Kanyama's, routinely 
provoke ugly demonstrations - 
as Japan laid daim last year to 
a rocky islet controlled by Ko- 
rea, its Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister were burned 
in effigy in the streets of Seoul. 
When the two countries com- 
peted last year for the rights to 
host the 2002 World Cup, the 
rivalry between them became so 
intense that Fifa, football’s 
world governing body, took the 
unprecedented decisiou to 
award the tournament jointly. 

Many Koreans, particularity 
those old enough to remember 
the colonial period, have gen- 
uine reasons for suspicion of 
Tokyo, but the roots of anti- 
Japanese feeling are compli- 
cated and closely tied with the 
single most important influ- 
ence on politics in the peninsula: 
its . enduring partition along 
Cold War lines. While the com- 
munist North was ruled by Kim 
II Sung, a war hero and former 
resistance fighter, South Korea's 
defining post-war leader was 
Park Chun Hee. an officer of the 
Japanese imperial army. 

In the North, collaborators 
with the Japanese were quick- 
ly purged, and their land con- 
fiscated; but the United States 
generals who took custody of 
the South preserved much of 
the former colonial machinery 
and those Koreans who ad- 
ministered it. Shame at the 


complicity of its leaders, and the 
desire to be nwi^ p^triotk than 
1 the North; emlanfi ^ch about 
the Independetroef'HaB. Bpt it 
remains as^d$lace,aswelj as 

to victimhobd, self-pity and 
xenophobia, j 
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aged 12 to work in his uncle’s 
bakery. After military service he 
fancied buying a car, so he bor- 
rowed some money and splashed 
out on. the latest American im- 
port, an OldsmobQe Cabriolet, 
which be used as a taxL It was 
1928 and Maoedo was 24. 

Taxi Usboa, a film recently re- 
leased In Portugal, celebrates 
Macedos world, focusing on his 
beloved car in which be ferries 
around a curious batch of odd- 
balls - a Spanish circus per- 
former, an Italian pizza mogul; 
they might have been invented 
by Fellini but are mostly real 
people. 

It was filmed last year when 
Maoedo was 93. In nearly 70 
years, barely a day went by with- 
out Maceda at the wheel of his 
spectacular vehicle making 
stately progress through Lis- 
bon’s steep winding streets and 
elegant squares, or bowling 
along the coast road to Estoril. 

Mace do won. the Best Actor 
award at Italy’s Pescara film fes- 
tival last November for a per- 



Star vehicle; Augusta Maceda sitting with his beloved car 


Story, was “wearing Lisbon on 
his sleeve". 

Bruno Cabral da Silva, the 
young Portuguese producer, 
concedes that “Germans have a 
very romantic image of Lisbon. 


It’s so completely different from 
Germany. For them it’s exotic.” 


fonnance that follows no script 
and consists mostly of gentle 
quirky tales and encounters 
with friends on the road. Late 
lasr year he fell ill, and be died 
just before the premiere on 12 
January - an unhappy coinci- 
dence that cynical commenta- 
tors suggest could catapult (he 
film to cult status. 

He is remembered with 
amusement and affection. “He 
was a good man," reminisces Je- 
sus Nunes, 61, a Lisbon taxidriv- 
er for a mere 30 years, whose 
Volkswagen is far more sagging 
and dapped -out than Macedo's 
splendid antique, “He liked to 
drive slowly and carefully, so we 
always had to wait for turn, but 
be never had an accident ... How 
he suffered with the potholes!" 

The film, by the German di- 
rector Wolf Gaudlitz, offers an 
unashamedly romantic vision of 
Lisbon, to the annoyance of 
some local critics, one of whom 
sniffed that the director, fol- 
lowing the example of Wim 
.Wenders’ sentimental Lisbon 
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Only six Oldsmobile Cabrio- 
lets were made in 1928, and only 
three came to Europe: to France, 
Italy and Portugal. Macedo’s 
alone survives, with the original 
engine that has clocked up 
Z^miHion kilometres. The clutch 
was replaced some 20 years ago, 
and the canvas canopy 15 years 
ago after someone slashed it with 
a knife. Macedo henceforth nev- 
er left the car unattended, pre- 
ferring to eat at the wheel. 

Augusto Macedo’s burly son, 
Fernando, 65, an accountant, 
lives across the street from his 
father's old house ia the Bufa- 
ca suburb in Lisbon. He says his 
father cocooned himself in the 
car, his best friend. “Hie put the 
car first, ahead of his family. 
Every night he would clean it, 
look after it, spend hours in his 
garage. He did most of the 
maintenance himself, and if he 
had to take it to a mechanic, 
he’d stay with the car and not 
let it out of his sight-" 

Did Fernando ever drive it? 
He chuckles. “Only once, in 
1962. He let me take it out of 
the garage* but I canted away 
the gates to the driveway as I re- 
versed out It was the only time 
be ever let anyone take the 
wheel.” 

Fernando’s wife, Donha 


Maria, 61, says: “He swore that 
his son and grandsons would 
never eat sardines without 
bread like his family had to, and 
we never did.” He would come 
home, she says, with tales of 
clients from all over Europe, 
children and grandchildren of 
former clients, who had come 
specially to Lisbon to see him. 

For the moment, the car sits 
in the garage, although the 


family have no interest in keep- 
ing it now that its owner is gone. 
Tiago, 18, Macedo’s great- 
grandson, admits he does not 
even know how to start it- 

Stepping on to that wide 
ribbed running board eves a 
sense of occasion erep before 
you squeeze behind the wheeL 
The suspension da the wooden 
chassis is pretty, stiff, and the 
front seat spans a buflt-m 
toolbox containing ancient 
smoothed spanners, the starting 
handle, the jack and a notched 
wooden dipstick for measuring 
the petrol level. Doubling over 
the steering wheel, I had to 
stretch way under the bonnet for 
the brass-handled brake. 

The chrome fa buffed to a 
silky sheen, the dashboard stud- 
ded with well-worn knobs, and 
the massive black wings support 
Fernando's weight without a 
tremor. General Motors is in- 
terested in buying the car foe 
their museum, he says, and the 
Lisboa city authorities have 
agreed to name a street after his 
father. That, and the film, 
should keep his memory alive. 
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Tlte power struggle within the 
German government was sus- 
pendedfor a few hours yester- 
day ^ Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and his ministers closed ranks 

the face of an opposition chal- 
lenge. But even as Mr Kofi! was 

defending his record during an 
emergency parliamentary de- 
late, factional battles inside 
the ruling coalition raged on. 

The infighting is waged on 
many fronts by a bewildering ar- 
ray of protagonists, but there is 
no doubt about the prize Mr 
Kohl s party senses that afler 14 
years at the top the old mim is 
running out of steam, prompt- 
ing ambitious men and women 


to get their retaliation in first. 
Mud is being slung in all direc- 
tkros, employing newspapers al- 
lied with the different factions. 
"The Kohl system has broken 
down,” revealed an anonymous 
Christia n Democrat bigwig to 
the SOddeutscke Zoning. 

- The “Kohl system”, aform of 
paternalism in which oppo- 
nents were paid off for the 
sake of party unity, relied mi the 
assumption that the Chancellor 
always knew best. It worked for 
14 years but functions no longer 
because be has lost the aura of 
invincibility. Though elections 
are not due for a year, be will 
be limping towards the home 
stretch for the rest of his tenure, 
having botched the two vote- 
winning programmes that had 


Drive 40 minutes east of Dis- 
neyland and you come to the 
most famous vineyards on the 
planet In winter, they look like 
vast and dreary cemeteries, like 
any other vineyards. But these 
are not any old vineyards. This 
is Champagne, purveyor of ex- 
pensive hangovers to die workL 
In the village of Chouilly, in 
the heart of the Cdte des 
Blancs, home of the finest 
Grands Crus, Philippe Gu6 was 
waiting for us. He had been rec- 
ommended by a friend of a 
friend. After the suDen skies and . 
faces of Paris, Mr Gud is a burst 
of sunshine. “Come and see the 
cellars. Have a little taste." But 
what about the children? “Oh 
they must come too.** 

We go to a comer of the of- 
fice floor which, at the pull of 
a lever, drops 10 feet into the 
darkness. Released abmptly 
from the car, the children 
bounce around the rows of Mr 
Gufi's precious bottles, like a 
pair of clumsily removed cham- 
pagne corks. Mr Gue thinks this 
is hilarious. Enfanls wflJ be en- 
f ants', they can do no barm. 

Mr Gue is a tall man in his for- 
ties who seems to stand perma- 
nently ai an angle, perhaps from 
lifting crates of wine. He opens 
a borne of imlabeDed champagne 
and pours us a glass. This, he ex- 


plains, is champagne in its nat- 
ural, pre-commercial state - the 
way the Champenois like to 
drink it. Before he sells it - like 
every other maker of Cham- 

S e— he will add a strictly pre- 

ed quantity of case sugar 
and liqueur made from vintage 
champagne. It is the extern of 
this added ingredient which de- 
cades the sweetness of the wine: 
brut. sec. demi-sec. 

Mr Gu6 and his father are 
among tire smallest producers 
in the champagne region. They 
own just two and ahatf hectares ; 
- less than seven acres - of ap- 
pellation control Champagne 
vineyards. They are members of 
a disappearing breed - the 'small ' 
growers who also make, bottle 
and market all their own wine. 
Marry smafl producers, Mr Gu£ 
explains, have chosen to throw 
in their lot with village co- op- 
eratives. Others find it more 
profitable to sell their grapes to 
the giant champagne booses 
such as Mdet or Mumm or 
Veuve Qiquot, whose factory- 
mansions tine the road into 
Epemay, three miles away. 

Why do he and his father in- 
sist stubbornly on making their 
own? Mr Gu£ simultaneously 
shrugs his shoulders and laughs. 
Because it is more interesting, 
of course; there is no satisfac- 
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Comfort zone : Mr Kohl nibbling chocolate during yesterday's debate Photograph: Reuter 


been destined .'to return him to 
power. The ov|i staul of the tax 
system, unveQirjd Iasi month, is 
a disaster. A week later, the cab- 


inet gave birth to another 
mouse: a pension reform which 
w31 not reform them much be- 
fore 2030. 


At the same time, Mr Kohl's 
pledge to halve unemployment 
by 2000 bos turned into a joke. 
The number that needs to be 


halved has gone up by 500,000 
since he made his promise a 
year ago. Post-war records will 
tumble again this year, and no- 
bodv can see where the new jobs 
will be created by a government 
bent on pursuing deflationary 
policies in order to meet the 
Maastricht criteria. 

The party grassroots and re- 
gional grandees are clamouring 
for a change of direction. 

The crisis has the air of the 
end of the Thatcher era. except 
thai in Germany the grenades 
being lobbed into Mr KohTs of- 
fice arc mainly from the right. 

In yesterday's debate, the 
Chancellor reiterated his aim of 
merely reforming the welfare 
state," seemingly oblivious to 
calls from his own ranks for a 


radical overhaul. His Finance 
Minister. Then WaigeL read 
the party mood belter, pointedly 
praising the employment record 
of Britain and the US. 

But Mr WUigc) himself is 
under pressure from his right- 
wing constituency in Bavaria to 
drift further in their direction, 
while coming under attack from 
his leftist cabinet colleague. 
Norbcn Blum, the Labour Min- 
ister. Mr Blum voted against the 
Finance Minister's tax reforms, 
so the right torpedoed Mr 
Blum's pension pirns. Mean- 
while. the hard-right shot down 
the Waigel blueprint 

Confused? -sots Chancellor 
Kohl, who used to have a ca- 
pable right-hand man lo sort out 
this kind of mess. 


But his trusted aide and 
anointed successor, Wolfgang 
Schauble. does not appear to bo 
pulling his weight any more. 

This may haw something to 
do with an interview at the be- 
ginning of the year, when Mr 
Schauble broke a taboo by an- 
nouncing his intention to suc- 
ceed his master. 

"Can a cripple become Chan- 
cellor?" ran the question on the 
magazine’s cover, below a pic- 
ture of Mr Schauble in a wheel- 
chair. Germany's number two 
was paralysed from the waist 
down in an attack a tew years 
ago. His answer to the question 
was an emphatic "yes”, and 
sinee then bets on Helmut 
Kohl's record-breaking longevi- 
ty are off. 
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Fields of plenty: Champagne vineyards in the Cfrte des Blancs stretchii^ to the horizon. France is still its own best customer for champagne 


don in glueing labels on bottles 
full of communal champagne. 

You will never find a bottle 
of Rote Gu6 yrine ina shop; you 
will never see one on a restau- 
rant wine list. Philippe and his 
father sell all their bottles to per- 
sonal callers: people who drive 
from all over France to the pros- 
perous, suburban-looking, pink- 
rendered house in Chouilly to 
slock up once or twice a year. 
The two busy periods, he -ex- 
plains, are just before Christmas 
and in May, the wedding season. 

At one level - the Meet lev- 


el, not the Gu£ level - cham- 
pagne is a big business which 
typifies the kind of luxury goods 
that have allowed French ex- 
ports and trade surpluses to 
boom despite the fit of nation- 
al pessimism, the high franc and 
the lingering recession in Eu- 
rope. About one-third of all 
champagne produced goes 
abroad (with Britain by far the 
biggest customer). 

But Ftance, despite its mo- 
rose political and economic 
rnood, remains its own best 
customer for champagne. On 


average, each man, woman, 
child and baby in France drinks 
26 glasses a yean an impressive 
figure when you consider that 
nearly half of all Erench adults 
- contrary to the received wis- 
dom - never drink wine of any 
kind. The big champagne bous- 
es have nothing like the same 
domination of this domestic 
market Almost half the cham- 
pagne sold in France comes 
from the smaller grower- 
producers and co-operatives. 

Mr Gue is more interested in 
champagne than champagne 


politics but he complains that 
tn the drive to boost production 
and, therefore, expons, too 
many new vineyards on the pe- 
ripheiy of the region have been 
given appellation comrolldc 
status. Champagne production 
has nearly tripled in the last 25 
years, leading to doubts about 
quality of some of the wine pro- 
duced. The expansion has been 
halted now, which is all to the 
good, Mr Gue says. 

Here endeth the lesson: cham- 
pagne is a little microcosm of 
France as it moves uncertainly 


into the 21st century: partly a 
modem and veiy successful trad- 
ing state; partly a country which 
dings stubbornly to its own ways 
of doing things but wonders 
how long it can do so. 

How do we like his raw 
champagne? It is a little “rude” 
is it not? Rude meaning not 
cheeky but rough. Well, yes, ac- 
tually. it is a little rude; but we 
are assured by Mr Gue that the 
final product is more like what 
the non-local palate is used to 
and very fine indeed. 

We wish to buy a modest 


Photograph: Patrick Eagar 

amount for a party to say 
farewell lo a colleague. You 
must not feel you have to buy, 
says Mr Guc. British callers 
have a reputation in small vine- 
yards in France For always call- 
ing in the middle of lunch and 
buying only one bottle. We buy 
a few more than that. The price 
is Fr65 (£7) a bottle - less than 
half the price of a good cham- 
pagne in London, hut also half 
the price of a good bottle in 
Paris 70 miles away. 

John Lichfield 
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Paris tightens 
grip on Corsica 
warlords 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


The Paris government may be 
hedging its bets on the upsurge 
of fighting in Zaire and keeping 
an embarrassed silence on the 
daily killings in Algeria, but it is 
finally addressing a problem of 
violence closer to home that has 
festered for the past 20 years. In 
a sharp change of polk}’ that has 
gone unannounced and unre- 
marked. Paris has started to lay 
down the law in the rebellious 
island of Corsica. 

The turning point came last 
month, when police arrested a 
lawyer by the name of Marie- 
H£l&ne Maitei at Bastia airport 
in northern Corsica. Since then, 
all but one of the leaders of A 


Cuncolta Nazmnalista, the po- 
litical wing of the island’s mam 
separatist movement, the Front 
for the National Liberation of 
Corsica (FLNC), have been 

detained. 

Francois Santoni, the na- 
tional secretary of A Cuncolta, 
turned himself in within 48 
hours of Ms Mattel’s arrest - 
she is his girlfriend and, in the 
quasi-feu dal code of Corsican 
nationalism, he presented his 
surrender as a matter of hon- 
our. Jean-Michel Rossi, the ed- 
itor of Gmcolta’s magazine, was 
captured soon afterwards. 

Along with Ms Maitei, they 
were transferred to Paris and 
charged with extortion and oth- 
er offences. A dozen or so 
more-junior activists have also 


been detained. In Corsica, re- 
ports of police raids on the 
homes of presumed nationalists 
have taken over from reports of 
small-scale bombings and straf- 
ings as the staple of daily news 
bulletins. 

After a month of moving 
slowly but systematically, the 
authorities in Paris exude qui- 
et satisfaction: A Cuncolta Naz- 
iunalista has been effectively 
beheaded and. against all pre- 
dictions, there has been no 
bloodbath and no general strike 
on the island. Attacks on the 
mainland have become fewer 
and further between. 

The only A Coocnlta leader 
still at large is Charles Pieri, sec- 
retary for upper Corsica, but he 
may be less of a threat than his 



Blast of rage: A policeman checking damage after Thursday' 


awesome reputation suggests. 
He was badly injured in a car- 
bomb attack Last summer and his 
capacity to lead the movement 
cannot be taken for granted. 

What is unclear is whether Ms 


Mattefs arrest was just a lucky 
break for the authorities or 
whether - as is claimed on her 

behalf— she and Mr Santoni were 

“set up” in an elaborate opera- 
tion masterminded from Paris. 


Cocteau 

The specifil offence with 
which she and {Mr Santoni are 
charged concerns the destruc- 
tion of the guardhouse at the 
Sperone resortjand golf dub in 
southern Corsica. The house 


Eurostar is pleased 


to announce 


that carrots are back 


in season. 


When you buy a Premium First or Business First return 
ticket on Eurostar for travel before 31st March, join our 
Frequent Traveller Programme. You'll automatically receive 
an allotment of 500 bonus points, which, for the duration 
of this offer, is sufficient for a standard class return t 
Effectively, we'll give you a free return ticket. And anyone 
not tempted by a carrot like that has their headburied in 

the sand. Or rather, the compost. 



Free standard 
return ticket! 


1b join the Frequent Traveller 
Programme call 

0990 104 105 ’ 


0345 30 30 30 

or see an appointed travel agent or railway station. 


e u r o s t a 


'Travel dates subject to availability. Offer ends 31st March . Bonus points are for reward only and do not count towards status levels One ticket 
allocation per member.* Coils charged at lOp per minute at all times. 0345 30 30 30 calls charged at local rate. All calls are momtoredjar quality. : 


was blown up by a masked 
gang on 12 December after 
the resort’s owner, a Paris- 
based businessmen named 
Jacques Dewez, refused tocom- 
ply with a demand for protec- 
tion money and - in an act 
almost unheard of in Corsica - 
went to the police. 

Planned or not, the stand of 
Mr Dewezwas a godsend for the 
authorities. Not only did it give 
them the lead to Ms Mattel and 
Mr Santoni, it also allowed 
them to present A Cuncolta as 
a band of common or garden 
gangsters, thus stripping it of its 
political mythology. 

Opponents of the nationalists 
in Corsica have long accused the 
authorities in Paris of making se- 
cret deals with the nationalists 
for the sake of an uneasy peace. 
That excuse for a policy now 
seems to have been abandoned. 

“I believe that we have at last 
left ambiguity behind,” the 
French Prime Minister, Alain 
Juppd, said recently on television 
A crackdown in Corsica had 
been signalled ever since 
Jacques Chirac became pru- 
dent and Mr Juppd prime min- 
ister. Both insisted that it was 
unacceptable for there to be one 
law for mainland France and an- 
other for Corsica, given that 
Corsica is constitutionally a 
part of France. 

For more than a year, how- 


ever, such staieme^^jc^d' i 
like wishful t h inkin g or«eed p^ f j 
liberate disinformation. Jest, 
how remote they we r e fr e n uha 
truth was revealed hmOcrnbra; 

when FranqojsSantoridaimed 
that he had had secret talkswithv . 
members of Mr Jbpptfi staff •• 
and that Mr Juppe’s office had- 
set the terms for ah turned- 
show of strength by the oa* • 


-charges that were not < 

The reasons fat tile policy' 
change remain unclear. Did the 
bomb in October at the town ball 
in Bordeaux - where Mr Juppd 
is mayor - and the personal 
threats against him cause die 
Prime Minister to change his 

lie mood on Corcrca was jwSged 
to have turned against the na- 
tionalists and so offered an op- 
portunity for change? ■ 
Whatever the reasons, the 
government 's words and deeds 
now seem to be in kilter for the 
first time. With several former 
untouchables in prison op the 
mainland, the authorities have 
a freer hand to tackle Goisica’s 
desperate econamfcnrobiems. 
Measures to establisa£orsica 
as a partially tax-free lone and 
inject new agricultural subsidies 
are m tram as Paris tries to seize 
back the initiative freah the 
island’s entrenched, but invisi- 
ble warlords; 


,;i ■. .»•?. , i>u> : < : r 

• •• * r . 


significant short 



Rebels say Zaire attack 
has been blunted 

■ •: . -.7?' ■ 

Zaire’s mercenary-backed army had run into stiff £ 

resistance in its attempt to recapture towns and territory 
from rebels in the east, it was claimed The rebel leader, 
Laurent Kabila, said in a radio interview broadcastfrom 
Goma, eastern Zaire, that his forces had blocked thfe 
counter-offensive and “wiped it out ... We control the • 
territory ... In the last two days there have been no mote 
battles. We have discovered that the enemy has retreated 
considerably due to the losses.” Earlier, sources reported 
Zairean troops fighting on several fronts, with rebels 
heading towards Shaba province. Reuter- Kfcfttasa 

Cyprus offers deal on mi! 

The Cypriot President, Glafcos derides, offered 
plans to buy Russian anti-aircraft missiles if A 
agreed a deal on the future of the island “Of < 
don't want to waste the moneys he said at a n 
conference. The Cypriot government's the 

missfles heightened tensions between GreeE^mThrkish 
Cypriot communities and between AtbensandAnkara. 
TLirkey has threatened to take whatev^setidn is needed 
to block deployment. / Reuter - Davos 

Chechen Motor talks peace : 

Aslan Maskhadov’s victory in Chechen presidential 
elections on Sunday, followed by soothing words that cal. 
would be able to move safely across his country, were 
welcomed by analysts and energy executives, who raid the 
new president of independence-minded Chechnya had sr ’ . 
realistic chance of stabilising the war-torn region, 
removing a major political nsk to Caspian Sea oil 

Reuter- 1 

Horses left to starve to death 

vS 

About 50 horses died of starvation at a form in Latvia and 
a campaign is under way to save 29 others found so 
emaciated they were unable to walk. The owner was £*" ’ ' 
charged with cruelty to animals and fares to two yearsfn ! 
prison if convicted. Investigators, concerned by word-Uf’ 
conditions at the farm, found horse corpses strewn across 
the yard and in stables. The surviving animals were Sb . . 
weak they had to be carried outside. Ap- jR$gB 

Liberia militias loath to disarm 

Liberia’s mili tia m en, who have held the nation hostage * 
during seven years of civil war, joined a last-minute rush 4 
to disarm in time for yesterdays deadline ahead of ' v. 

elections in May. But it looked doubtful that all would i 
hand in their weapons on time. With estimates of the ” 

number of fighters ranging up to 60,000, only about 4 " 

16,000 have disarmed by Thursday. Reuter - Monrovia 

Peru move to end siege crisis 

The Peruvian President, Alberto Fujimori, left for a -fi 
summit in Canada with the Japanese Prime Minister. - 
Ryutaro Hashimoto, to plot an end to the 45-day hostage ■■ 
crisis, aware the stand-off with Marxist rebels could ' last 
months. The government negotiator, Domingo Palermo, _ 
Interior Minister, Juan Briones Davila, and several MPs, 
accompanied Mr Fujimori. Reuter - Dm*: 

German pigs told to tret off 

Belgium said will ban all imports of pis from Germany ' ! 
over fears of swine fever. The ban wfll start today. The -i. 1 “ 
Agriculture Minister, Karel Hnxteo, said deliveries from 

any nan nf fim maeo !»■* !-»■■■«-> m.r.r . i __ „ . < . . 

a an unacceptable health 
i imports 50,000 young ’ 
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Spectre of beggary 
looms over Bulgaria 


Wages have halved in value 
since the start of the year. The 
lev, the national currency, is 
falling by the hour. Even 
sausages are too expensive for 
some shoppers. 

Bulgaria is languishing in its 
worst economic crisis since its 
Communist edifice began to 
crack in 1989. President Pc tar 
Stoyanov, newly installed in 
office, told European Union 
leaders last Wednesday that 
Bulgaria was in danger of 
defaulting on its SlObn 
(£6.25bn) foreign debt. 

The Bulgarian National Bank 
admitted last week it lacked the 
resources to control the crisis. 
“The BNB alone will not be able 
to contain further depreciation 
of the currency, galloping in- 
flation and deepening desta- 
bilisation of the financial 
system," a statement said. 

There is almost no money left 
for importing fuel and grain. 
The International Monetary 
Fund is withholding a S115m 
credit because it says Bulgaria's 
Socialist (ex-Communist) gov- 
ernment has failed to introduce 
meaningful economic reforms. 

Actually, it is hard to say 
whether Bulgaria has a gov- 
ernment or noL Zhan Zidenov, 
Prime Minister since 1994, was 
forced out of office last Dc- 


As the lev sinks, people are desperate 
to convert savings into dollars, marks, 
or table lamps, writes Tony Barber 


cember after Mr Stoyanov 
scored a decisive presidential 

election victory over one of Mr 
Zidcnov’s Socialist colleagues. 

Then mass street protests 
broke out agains t the Socialists 
in early January as students, 
workers and opposition politi- 
cians demanded fresh parlia- 
mentaiy elections. Thousands of 
miners and public sector work- 
ers were on strike yesterday, and 
demonstrators dosed the main 
road to the bonier with Greece 
for the third day. 

Since the Socialists are still 
the largest party in parliament, 
Mr Stoyanov asked the Social- 
ist Interior Minister, Nikolai 
Dobrev, to form a government. 
However, sensing the depth of 
public hostility to his party, Mr 
Dobrev has been in no hurry to 
carry out his task. He mused 
yesterday that the best solution 
might be a coalition government 
that included the anli-Sod alist 
opposition. 

Meanwhile, the crisis gathers 
pace. Monthly inflation in 
January is thought to have hit 
50 pier cent. Annual inflation in 


1997 is predicted to reach 3,600 
per cent. 

The lev, which stood at 70 to 
the dollar one year ago and 495 
at the start of this year, was 
quoted on Bulgaria's interbank 
market yesterday at 1,730 to 
1,900. Its collapse has gutted 
thousands of people's savings. 

Long queues have formed 
outside banks in Sofia as peo- 
ple withdraw their deposits. 
They hope to convert them 
into dollars or German marks 
before all is lost. So worthless 
is the lev that some Bulgarians 
are investing their money in 
cheap electrical appliances. A 
table lamp may hold its value 
better than a wad of leva. 

Mr Stoyanov, visiting Brussels 
this week, said the Socialists 


bore much of the blame. How- 
ever, he pointed out that Bul- 
garia had suffered from the 
international sanctions imposed 
on Iraq and former Yugoslavia, 
which used to be two of Bul- 
garia's closest trading partners. 

“I will be unfair to my fellow- 
countrymen if Ip ass over in si- 
lence their justified disappoint- 
ment, when the sacrifice Bul- 
garia made in the years of sanc- 
tions against former Yugoslavia 
remained on the sidelines of 
world attention," he said. He es- 
timated Bulgaria's total losses 
from the sanctions at Sfi^bn. 
■ Aid agencies in Britain and 
abroad warned yesterday that 
Bulgaria faces a humanitarian 
crisis as bad, or even worse, than 
the one that ravaged Romania 
five years ago, Michael Hanlon 
writes. The Christian Children’s 
Fund, a London-based charity, 
has launched an appeal, claim- 
ing that 30,000 Bulgarian chil- 
dren face starvation. 



For pit's sake: Coal miners demanding an 800-per cent wage rise at a rally in Sofia 


Photograph: AP 


Milosevic ‘set 
to surrender 
the capital’ 


Emma Daly 

Belgrade 


Serbia's embattled government 
hinted it may accept opposition 
electoral victories in the hope 
of curbing discontent with 
Socialist rule which has sparked 
75 days of street protests and 
paralysed the economy. Dissent 
in Serbia is spreading, as dif- 
ferent groups seize the mo- 
ment to voice their demands. 

Yesterday about 300 lawyers 
look to the streets to mark the 
start of the barristers’ strike 
called in support of the democ- 
racy demonstrators, while hun- 
dreds of striking schoolteachers 
met in the capital to demand 
payment from the state. 

“All the barristers here are 
real individuals - it's very hard 
to unite them in any way," 
Miroljub Belie said.' as he 
marched beside his profession- 
al rivals. “It’s a real sign of how 
badly something needs to 
change in our system." 

As the column of respectable 
citizenry - furs de rigeiir for the 
women, homburgs optional for 
men - marched up a hill in cen- 
tral Belgrade, they bumped 
into the daily student rally. 

The colourful youth "wing 
welcomed their elders with 
cheers, which the lawyers ac- 
cepted with dignified smiles. 

Rumours are rife in Bel- 
grade that President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia is preparing 
to bile the bullet and allow Za- 
jedno (Together), the opposition 
coalition, to take control of 
Belgrade city hull. There were 
reports last night that Mr 
Milosevic had sacked the head 
of Serbian television, which has 
been a target of opposition 
anger since "the rallies began. 


On Thursday night, Zoran 
Lille, the President of Yu- 
goslavia. the mouthpiece of Mr 
Milosevic, announced on state 
television that “the results of the 
elections should be recognised 
... everywhere the opposition 
won by the will of the people". 

However, while he men- 
tioned a report by the Organi- 
sation for Co-Operation and 
Security in Europe, which long 
ago said the opposition should 
lake control of the 14 towns it 
won in elections on 17 Novem- 
ber. Mr Lilic referred vaguely 
to “some other solution". 

Locals reading the runes 
were sure that this time the gov- 
ernment is beaten. “It means 
they' rc giving up. I don't see any 
other way to interpret what 
LQic said," said Bratislav Grub- 
acic. an independent analyst. 

One Western diplomat was 
told by officials change would 
come “very soon", but noted 
that a similar note of optimism 
was struck a couple of weeks 
ago with no result. Still, he be- 
lieved that “there have been 
enough voices off-stage" to ex- 
pect a solution to the crisis. 

The students who march dai- 
ly through the streets in their 
thousands, and the citizens who 
gather every night in support of 
Zajedno, blowing whistles and 
banging pots and pans in disgust 
at the regime, will not easily be 
bought oft 

For all that the government 
mutters about compromise, it is 
clear there can be no shirking 
over the first step: recognition 
of Zajedno’s electoral vicioiy. 
Beyond that, the Socialists will 
probably try to set up negotia- 
tions oh a wider political agen- 
da in the hope of limiting the 
opposition's gains. 


Alabama’s jail 
shackle shame 


David Usfaome 

New York 


The Alabama prison system, 
which two years ago made 
headlines with the rcint induc- 
tion of chain gangs, is now 
under attack for shackling in- 
mates to horizontal metal bars 
known as "hitching posts". 

Ruling on a lawsuit brought 
against the stale by a prisoners' 
rights organisation, a federal 
magistrate judge this week as- 
sailed the system and said the 
apparently barbaric practice 
should no longer be permitted. 

Typically located out-of- 
doors, the’ posts consist of a 
shoulder-high horizontal met- 
al bar with eye-rings to which 
the wrists of inmates are at- 
tached by manacles. Witnesses 
testified that men would some- 
times be left standing for hours 
in scaring heat, unable to sit 
down or use the toilet. 

"They had me chained, 
hitched up to the hitching rail 
like 1 was a dog.” one inmate. 
Mich ale Askew testified. An- 
other Uwiv Fountain, told The 


court of a day he was attached 
to rail when he was taking lax- 
atives. He soon soiled himself 
but was left on the rail for sev- 
eral more hours while other 
prisoners mocked him. 

Prison officials contended 
that the posts provided a use- 
ful means to control inmates 
who violated prison rules. 

But in a scaring ruling. Judge 
Vanzetla Penn McPherson said: 
“Short of death by electrocu- 
tion. the hitching post may be 
the most painful and tortuous 
punishment administered by 
the Alabama prison system. 
With deliberate indifference to 
the health, safety and indeed the 
lives of inmates, prison officials 
have knowingly subjected them 
to all of the hazards of the hitch- 
ing posts, then observed as they 
suffered pain, humiliation and 
injuries as a result". 

Brought by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, the lawsuit 
also sought the suspension of 
the chain gangs. 

The future of hitching posts 
will now go to a higher court for 
a ruline bv a federal iudcc. 
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Only 12% of the World’s production of 
wood is used in paper making. 
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CALENDAR OF 


JANUARY 


i 


Saooter Regal Wtfsh Open, 
Newport (to 1 Feb) 


Cricket England v 
Zimbabwe, second one-day 
international, Harare; 
England Under-19 v 
Combined XL one-day 
game, Lahore 


K Football FA Cup fourth 
round 


n Tennis Men: European 
Gxnnmnity Championships, 


Lw round 

RH^jy union Hemeken Eu- 
ropean Cup Final, venue tha 
Athletics AAA Indoor 
Championships, 

Birmingham 


Antwerp; Kroger St Jude 
tournament, Memphis; LIA 
satellite, Eastbourne. 
Women: Faber Grand Pro, 
Hanover, IGA Classic, Ok- 
lahoma Cfty (all events to 23) 


Soooltor Liverpool Victoria 
Charily Challenge 
(to 5 Jan) 


tmarkan Footb all Super 
Bowl XXXI, Louisiana 
Superdome, New Orleans 


| D Athletic* 1AAF indoor 
10 meeting, Moscow 


Shigakogen, Japan (to 9) 


Golf Moroccan Open (to 9) 
Skiing Women's Alpine 
Mforid Cup (slalom, super-g). 
Mammoth Mountain, 
California {to 7) 


Athletics World Indoor 
Qtampionsbips, Paris Bercy 
(to 9X High jump meeting, 
Wuppertal; NCAA Indoor 


Cricket England v Zimbab- 
we, third one-day interna- 
tional. Harare; England 
Under-19 v Pakistan Under- 
19, first one-day interna- 
tional Gujranwala 
SkQag Women’s Alpine 
World Cup (slalom, giant 
slalom), Maribor, Slovenia 
(to4) 

Speed Skating British Short 
Track Championships. 
Guildford (to 4) 


1 Q FootbaB Coca-Cola Cup 
Xv semi-final firstly 


Tennis Men: Croatian In- 
door tournament, Zagreb; 
Shanghai Open. Women: 
Pan-Pacific Open, Tbkyo (all 


90 Cricket England v New 

bU Zealand, first one-day inter- 


Footbafl FA Cup third round 
Rugby union Ireland v Italy, 
Dublin; European Cup 
semi-final Leieesterv 
Toulouse, France 
Athletics Belfast cross- 
country, Mallusk 
Golf World Championship 
of Golf. Scottsdale. Arizona 
(to 5) 


Rugby inkm Euroocan Cun 
semi-final: Brive, Frarce v 
Cardiff 

Cricket England Under- 1 9 v 
Pakistan Under-19. second 
one-day international, Sialkot 
SkBng Men's Alpine World 
Cup (slalom, giant slalom), 
Kianjska Cora. Sloven (to 6) 


Tennis Sydney Internation- 
al. Men: BellSouth Open. 
Auckland. Women: Tasman- 
ian Trie national 
Hobart (all events to 1 1) 


skBng Men's Alpine World 
Cup (super-giant slalom), 
Laa^Swiceriaod 


OA Cricket England v New Zea- 
DU land A Wanganui (to 2 Feb) 


Zealand, first one-day intcr- 
national Christchurch 
Golf Alfred DunhQI South 
African PGA championship, 
Houghton. Johannesburg 
(to 23) 

Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting, Stockholm; IAAF 
Grand PrixTWo event, 
Melbourne 


land A Wanganui (to 2 Feb) 
Gatf Heine ken Classic, The 
Vines, Ptrth, Australia ( to 2 Ft*) 
SMng Men’s Alpine World 
Cup (night slalom), Schlad- 
raing, Austria 


FEBRUARY 


Ri|0qr»lan Five Nations’ 
Championship, England v 
Scotland, Twickenham; Wiles 
v Ireland. Cardiff 
Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting, Budapest; Tourco- 
ing cross-country, France 
Cydocnws World Cham- 
pionships, Munich (to 2) 
SkBng Women's Alpine 
World Cup ( downhill slalom, 
combined), Laax, Switzerland 
(to 2) 


Horse racing; Grecnalls 
Gold Cup. Haydock . 

SkBng Men’s Alpine World 
Cup (downhill, super-g). 
G armisch-Paricnkircbc n, 

Germany (to 23) 
Rfaytboric Gymnastics 

British Championships, Mil- 
ton Keynes (to23) 
AM e Uce IAAF indoor 
meeting, Athens 


OQ Cricket England v New 
CO Zealand second one-day in- 


Zcaland second one-day in- 
ternational Auckland 
FootbaB Coca-Cola Cup 
semi-final, first leg 


ruolbol FA Cup, sixth round 
Horae rxhBf Imperial Cup, 

Sandown 

Rowing Women’s Head of 
the river 


Motor racing Australian 
Grand Prix, Melbourne 
Athletics San Vittore cross- 
country 

Cycle vpoodway World In- 
dividual Championships, 
Salisbury, Australia 


j A Tennis Men: Newsweek 
XU Champions Cup, Indian 


Champions Cup, Indian 
Wells, Cal; Copenhagen 
Open (both to 26) 

SaBng Congressional Cup, 
Long Beach (to 17) 
Snoohar Thailand Open (to 
16 Mar) 


U Horse ractag Cheltenham 
Gold Cup meeting (to 13) 


1 O FootbaB Coca-Cola Cup, 
It semi-final second leg 


FootbaO Coca-Cola Cup 
fifth round 

Cricket England Under-19 
v Pakistan Under-19, third 
one-day international 
Karachi 


W Cricket England v NZ Acad- 
emy XI, one-day game. 


Skflng Alpine World Cham- 
pionships. Scstriere (to 16) 
lennls Women: LTA satel- 
lite, Sunderland (to S) 


Masters, Wembley (to 9 Feb) 
Athletics Indoor meeting. 
Stuttgart 


semi-final second leg 
SMtaG Alpine Warld Cup Fi- 
nals (downhill giant 
slalom, super-g), \feil 
Colorado (to 16) 


Ol Motor racing Auto Under 

01 RAC British Tburiog Car 


THE YEAR'S] 


Championshi p Oft ningnrm 

Horae racfcig Irish Grand 
National, Rutyhouse 
Taotdc Women; Family Cir- 
cle Magazine Cup, Hilton 
Head Island, SC (to 6) 


APRIL 


r oo ttM * Scotland v Aus- 
tria, World Cup qualifying 
Group Four, Harden Pick; 
Macedonia v Republic erf 
Ireland. World Cup qualify- 
ing Group Eight; Ukraine v 
Norton Ireland, Wbdd Cup 

qualifying Group Nine 


Horse racing Grand Na- 
tional meeting, Aintree (to 5) 


Twali Mas: Davis Cup, 
World Group, second round; 
.Euro-African Zone, Group 1, 
Great Britain v Ukraine or 
Zimbabwe, British venue tba 
(to 6) 

GoW Central England Open 
Men’s Foursomes, Watxmafl 
Spa (to 6) 



Motor racbg Global En- 
durance GT race, Estoril 
Portugal (to 6) 

Gyimmntl n i Great Britain 
v Russia, women’s interna- 
tional (to 6) 

Unwtlg Vesta Scullers Head 
of the River 


I o GoW Portuguese Open 

ID (to 16) 


Football Coca-Cola Cup 
Final 

Motor racing British For- 
mula 3 Championship . Sfl- 
verstone 

Cyctag Wodd Cup, Tbur of 
Flanders 


1 A Raflytag Welsh Rally, Mobu 
It 1/Top Gear British Chara- 


1/Ibp Gear British Cham- 
pionship (to 15) 


emy XI, one-day game, 
New Plymouth 


Horae ractag Victor Chan- 
dler Chase, Ascot 
SkBng Alpine World Cup; 
Men (downhill slalom, 
combined ), Chamonix. 
France; Women (downhill 


I 


Tennis Women: Austrian 
Open, Linz. Men: LTA in- 
door satellite. Bramhall Gtr 
Manchester (both to 9) 
SaBng Australia Cup, Perth 


let Bnaa bf ee tatoa an he 
Ulrica be pbp at WUMh 


Athtatics lAAF/Rioah indoor 
two - final Birmingham 


Rugby radon Five Nations’ 
Championship, Wales v Eng- 
land, Cardiff; France v Scot- 
land, Paris 

Rugby league Stones Super 
League starts 

Motor racing Global 
Endurance GT race, Monza 


Tends Women: Hausch & 
Lomb Championships, 
Amelia Island, Fla. Mem Es- 
toril Open; Salem Open, 
Hong Kong (all events to 13) 


Athletics IAAF permit 
meeting. Cape Tbwn 


Raflying Pirelli Internation- 
al Rally, Mobfl I/Ibp Gcal' 
British Chrunpiorship (to 27) 


OC Hockay Men's Inter League 
faO Play-offs, Milton Keynes 
(to 28) 


Motor ra c ing San Marino 
Ci Grand Prix, Imola; British 


Formula 3 Championship, 
Brand Hatch 

Itennli L3A spring satellite, 
venue tba (to 4 May) 


M Derails Men: BMW Open, 
Munk^ Skoda Czech Open, 


Mtmkh; Skoda Czech Open, 
Prague; AT&T Challenge, 
Atlanta, Georgia. Women: 
Rexona Open, Hamburg; 


Croatian Open, Bol (aD 
events to 4 May) 


4A Footbal England v Georgia, 
DU WbddCup qualifying Group 


Hvo, Wembley; Sweden v 
Scotland, World Cup quali- 
fying Group Four; Romania 
v Republic of Ireland, World 
Cup qualifying Group Eight; 
Armenia v Northern Ire- 
land, Worid Cup qualifying 
Group Nine 

rqmmWnn l M B Vfotvo Wbdd 
Cup Final Gothenburg 
(to 4 May) 


RioBhI Nationwide Lewie 
play-offs, semi-finals, fust 
leg 

Hockay Men's HA Cup 
final Milton Keynes 
Tenolo Women: Welsh 
International open, Cardiff 

(to 18) 


T 4 Tends Men: Italian Open 
14 Championships, Rome l to 


18); LIA spring satellite roas- 
ters, Cardiff (to 16). Women: 
German Open, Berlin (10 18) 
SaB hi g Lymington Cup 
(to 17) 


4 A Crtctot Englar>f v Australia 
Li second on&day internation 


second one-day internation 

al Foster’s Oral 1 
FootbeB Nationwide Leap 
Third Division play-off fma 
Motor racing Global En 
durance GT race, venue it 
US tba (to 25) 

(kflbyaniMi Eastern Pnxinc= 
v Lions, Port Elizabeth 
Bowls Junior Inieraatkma 
trial Match New Loum.BC 
Leicestershire 


OC Crickat England v Australia 
CO third one-day international 
Lord's 

Ftootbal Nationwide Leago* 
Second Division play-off fina 
Motor racing Spanisl 
Grand Prix, Barcelona 
Hockey Wbmen’s AEW>V 
Cup Final Milton Keyi', ; 
Athletics IAAF Grand Ptf 
event, Eugene, Oregon; in 
te [national meeting. Jens 
Germany 

Bouts Senior Internationa 
trial Match New Lount BC 
Leicestershire 


1 4 Horae racing York main 
AD meeting (to 15) 

Polo Royal Windsor Cup, 
Guards (to 1 June) 


1 1 FootbaB European Cup- 
X*T Winners’ Cup final; Nation- 


wide League play-offs, 
semi-finals, second leg 
EqnosMaatan Royal Wind- 
sor Horse Show (to 18) 
SaMog Boston to Guernsey 
race (to 30) 


4 C Cridnt Duke of Norfolk’s i 
ID XI v Australia, one-day game, ' 


FootbaB European dub 
competitions, semi-final 
first lee 



XT v Australia, one-day game, • 
Arundel • 

GoB Alamo English Open (to * 
18); Women’s Tbur Players I 
Classic, Macdesfield (to 18) : 


4C Tennis Flench Open, Pari 
CO (to 8 June) 


rsvil 


Speed skating Interna- 
tional short track airnpctilkm. 
Guildford (to 5) 


super-g). Bad 
Kletnkuchhcii 


Kleinkirchhcim. Austria 
(to 12) 

Speed Skating Vkbrid Junior 
Short Track Championships. 
Michigan (to 12) 


A th leti c s IAAF indoor 
meeting, Madrid 


IfcradB Men: Ativan ta Cham- 
pionships, Philadelphia; Ital- 
ian Indoor Championships, 
Milan (both to 2 Mar); LTA 
indoor satellite masters. Croy- 
don (to 28). Women: Fed 
Cup. first round 


1 4 Cyclocross British Charo- 
14 pionships. Sutton Park. Birm- 


pionships. Sutton Park. Birm- 
ingham (to 9) 

Athletics Amorbicta cross- 
country meeting. Spain 


Cricket England v New 
Zealand, Second Test, 
Wellington (to 10) 

Golf South African Open, 
tba (to 9) 


Oft Cricket England v New 
CO Zealand, third one-day in- 


FootbaD Coca-Cola Cup, 
semi-final second leg 

Figure skating . World 
Championships, Lausanne 
(to 23) 

Hockey Men's Golden Ju- 
bilee Six Nations Tourna- 
ment, Karachi (to 23) 


Golf US Masters, Augusta. 
Georgia (to 13) 


14 Cycling Wo rid Cup, Paris to 
14 Roubaix 


Golf Conte of Florence 
Italian Open (to 4) 


1 A Golf Brabazon Hophy. 

10 Saunton (to 18) 


(to 8 June) 

ftjotbal Nationwide League 

Fust Division play-off final 
Motor racing Auto Trade 
RAC British Touring Car 
Championship, Chilton Park 


Zealand, third one-day in- 
ternational, Napier 
&anh»g SORC, Ctnacs and 
Mumm 36s. Miami 


17 Iterate LiptonC h ampkms hi ps 
Xfl K£wB«ayne(to29).Men:St 


Key Biscayne (to 29). Men; St 
Petersburg Open (to 23) 
Athletics IAAF Grand Prix 
Two event, Johannesburg 


| 4 FootbaB FA Cup, semi-final 
ID Athtatics London Marathon 
Motor racing Argentinian 
Grand Prix. Buenos Aires; 
British Formula 3 Champi- 
onship. Thruxton 
Motorcy cl ing Malaysian 

race 


T 4 Tennis Australian Open. 
JLD Melbourne (to 26) 


Melbourne (to 26) 

Cricket England v NZC Se- 
lection XI. Palmerston North 

(to 16) 


SkBng Men's Alpine World 
Cup (giant slalom). Adelbo 
den. Switzerland 


n A thl etics IAAF Indoor per- 
mit meeting. Montreal 


Tennis Davis Cup, World 
Group, first round (to 9) 
Hockey Men's indoor dub 
finals. Crystal Palace 
RaB y fag Swedish Interna- 
tional Rally. Karlstad (to 10) 
Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting, New York 


Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting. Macbashi, Japan; 
indoor meeting. Moscow 


mil meeting. Montreal 
Speed skating European 
Short Track Championships. 
Malmo(tol8) 


Rugby union Five Nations’ 
Championship. Scotland v 
Wales. Mumnfield: Ireland 
v France. Dublin 
Cricket England v Northern 
Districts. Hamilton (to 21) 
Rallying Monte Carlo Ral- 
ly (to 13) 

SkBng .Alpine World Cup: 
Men (downhill slalom). Wfcn- 
gcn. Switzerland: Women 
(slalom, giant slalom). . 
Zwiescl. Germany (to 19) 


Te o n l a Women: LTA 
satellite. Billeslcy. 
Birmingham (to 15) 
Athtatics Almond Blossom 
cross-country, Albufciro, Rjt- 
tugal; Dierkirch eross- 
counrry, Luxembourg 


Golf Dubai Desert Classic, 
Emirates dub, Dubai 
(to 2 Mar) 


4Q Snook e r Benson & Hedges 
JLO Irish Masters, Goffs (to 23) 


Raflylng Spanish Rally, 
Llorct de Mar (to 16) 


Hotseracteg 2,000 Guineas, 
Newmarket 

Rogfryfea&nSilk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup final Wembley 
Football Nationwide 
League, final matches 
Golf lytham Trophy, Royal 
Lythain & St Annes (to 4) 
Fofo Innerwick Challenge 
Cup, Ascot (to 5) 

Sports Acrob a tics British 
Championships, Manchester 
\%kxlrome(to4) 


FootbaB FA Cup final 
Horse racing Lockinge 
Stakes, Newbury 
Rugby ndon Middlesex 
Sevens, Twickenham 
Cricket Northamptonshire v 
Australia, one-day game, 
Northampton 
Cyctiog Tbur of Italy 
(to S June) 


77 Homo racfctg Brigadic- 
41 Gerard Stakes, Santiow-;. 


FOoSial European Cup 61 
Rugby union Westei 
Province v Lions, CapeTbu 
Athtatics International 
meetings, Ostrava and Rig 




70 Golf Deutsche Bank Oper 
4v TPC of Eurqpc (to 1 June - 


M RaBytng Safari Rally, Nairo- 
bi (10 3 Mar) 


hi (10 3 Mar) 

Skiing Women's Alpine 
World Cup (two downhills), 
Nagano. Japan (to 1 March) 
Athtatics US indoor cham- 


W FootbaB European dub 
competitions, quarter-finals, 
second leg 


M Tun is Japan Open, Tbkyo. 
men: Seal-Godo Open, 


Barcelona (both to 20) 


M Gotf Turespaiia Masters 
(to 23) 


1 C Horse racteg Craven roeet- 
1J ing, Newmarket (to 17) 


pionships. Atlanta (to 1 Mar); 
First European Veterans 


First European Veterans 
Championships. Birmingham 


n Rugby ndon World Cup 
Sevens, Hong Kong (to 23) 


U Hockey Women's inter 
league (Hay-offs, Milton 
Keynes (to 20) 


MARCH 


W Tomris Men: Dubai open: 
Marseilles Open; LTA in- 


Marseilles Open; LTA in- 
door satellite. Chigwcll Es- 
sex. Women: Open Gaz tic 
France. Paris (ad events to 16) 
*injfing Vendee Globe due to 
finish, Les Sables d'O tonne. 
France 


1 4 FootbaB England v Italy. 
XaL VWirlti Cup qualifying Group 


1 Q Figure skating European 
ID Championships Paris (to 27) 


World Cup qualifying Group 
Two. Wembley 
Athletics Indoor meeting. 
Ghent 


Championships. Paris (to 27) 
Sailing UK Admiral's Cup 
team at Key West (to >) 
Athtatics Seville cn«s- 
countrv 


1 9 Golf Dimension Data, Sun 
ID Citv. South Africa (to 16) 


City. South Africa (to 16) 
Snooker International 
Open. Aberdeen (to 23 Feb) 


FootbaO Fifu World Player 
of the Year 19% announced. 
Lisbon 


| 4 Cricket England v New 
Zealand. Third Test, 


44 Gotf Johnnie Walker Classic, 
4D Hope Island. Queensland. 


Zealand. Third Test, 
Christchurch (to 18) 
A thta tics IAAF indoor 
mcctine. Karlsruhe 


Hope Island. Queensland. 
.Australia {in 26) 

Athtatics St Petersburg 
indoor meeting 


1 C FootbaB FA Cup fifth round 
lw Rugby union Five Nations' 


4 B Cricket England v New 
4 1 Zealand, first Test. .Auckland 


Zealand, first Test. Auckland 
lio 281 

SkBng Alpine World Cup: 
Men (two diwvnhills. slalom, 
combined). KiurbuhcL Aus- 
tria: Women (downhill, giant 
slalom, super-g). Coriina 
d'Ampezzo, hofy (lu 261 


Rugby union Five Nations' 
Championship. France v 
Wales. Paris: Ireland v Eng- 
land. Dublin 

Athtatics Indoor meeting. 
Vienna 


*1 C Tennis Women: LTA solcl- 
XU (ire, Redbridge (to 22) 


Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting. Lievin 


Cricket England v New 
Zealand, fourth one-day in- 
ternational Auckland 
Rugby unlou Five Nations’ 
Championship. Scotland v 
Ireland, Muirayficld; Eng- 
land v France, Twickenham 
Stdbotg Men's Alpine World 
Cup (downhill supcr-gl Kvit- 
ficll Norway (to 2) 
Athtatics Great Britain v 
Riosia. indoor meeting, Glas- 
gow; indoor meeting, 
Sindclfmgcn 


Cycle speedway World 
Cup. Fmdon. Australia 


Teuote Men: ABN/AMRO 
World Tennis Tournament, 
Rotterdam: Franklin Tem- 
pleton Classic, Scottsdale, 
Ariz (both lo 9 Mar). 
Women: Evert Cup, Indian 
Wells. Cal (to 15) 

Hockey Men's World Cup 
qualifier. Kuala Lumpur 

(to 15) 


Cricket England v New 
Zealand, fifth one -day 
international Wellington 


Football European club 
competitions, quarter-finals, 
first leg 

Hockey Women's School 
Championship, Milton 
Keynes (to 6) 

Siting Men's Alpine Worid 
Cup (slalom, giant slalom). 


Horae rating Lincoln Hand- 
icap. DoncasteT 
Rowing Head of the River 
RaUytng Portuguese Rally, 
Figuera da Faz (to 27) 
Cyclag Wadd Cup. Milan to 
San Remo 


1 Q Iktfqrralnw County Chamr 
Xv pkmship Final Twickenham 


Hone racing LOOO Guineas, 
Newmarket 

Ralytag French Rally and 
Tbur of Corsica, Ajaccio (to 8) 
Tararis LTA spring satellite, 
Lee-on-Solent (to II) 
Ath ta ti cs Grand Prix meet- 
ing, Rio dc Janeiro 
Motorcycling Spanish 
Grand Prix, Jerez; Super- 
bike event, Donington Park 


Mo tor racing Auto Trader 
RAC British Touring Car 
Championship, Brands 
Hatch; British Formula 3 
Championship, Croft 
Motnrcycflng Italian Grand 
Prix, Mugelk) 

Rogby rah* Anglo-Welsh 
Cup Final tba 
Cricket Worcestershire v 
Australia, one-day game, 
Worcester 


44 Motor ractegBriiEhlfonnila 
CO 3 Championship, Donington 


3 Championship, Donington 
Athletics Wrid cross-coun- 
try championships, Turin 
Motnrcycflng Soperbflte 
evimt. Phillip Island, Australia 


4JI Tennis Men: Grand Prix 
4 t Hassan II Casablanca (to 30) 


4*7 Golf Madeira Island Open 
41 (to 30) 


Snoo k er British Open. 
Plymouth (to 6 April) 


40 Sailing Rolex Cup, St 
40 Thomas, France (to 30) 


Thomas, France (to 30) 
Hockey European Cup- 
Winners' Cup tournament, 
Reading (to 31} 


4A Foot b aB Scotland v Estonia, 
4v Worid Cup qualifying Group 


Worid Cup qualifying Group 
Four, Hampden Park; Wales 
v Belgium, Worid Cup qual- 
ifying Group Seven, Cardiff; 
Northern Ireland v Portugal 
Worid Cup qualifying Grcwp 
Nine. Windsor Park 
Speed ticattog World Short 
Thick Championships, 
Nagano, Japan (to 30) 


4f| Motor racing Brazilian 
DU Grand Prix, Inlcrlagos. 

Sao Paulo 


pionship Final Twickenham 
Horse racing Scottish 
Grand National Ayr 
Motor racing Global En- 
durance GT race, Magny- 
Cours, France (to 20) 
Safcg Hydras week, France 
(to 26) 

Snook e r Embassy World 
Championship, Sheffield (to 
5 May ) 


TMnb Women: Italian Open, 
Rome; Fed Cup, Europe- 
Africa, Group 2, Antalya, 
Tlnkey. Men: Gennan Open, 
Hamburg; America’s Red 
day Championship. Coral 
Springs fall events to J 1) 
Motor racing Auto Trader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, Thruxton 


monte Veteran harden urt 
Championships, Bourne- 
mouth (to 24) 

Athletics IAAF Grand Prix 
event Charlotte, NC 


women's Polish open 
Miedzyzdrole (to I June) 
Equestrianism Hickste? 
Nations Cup Show, Susse: 
(to 1 June) 


4 A Athletics IAAF Grand ft 
DU Hvo event Scvflie 


7| FeotbaH fWand v Englai. 
DX Wfarld Cup qualifying Gnp 


TWo 

Cricket Derbyshire v a- 
tralia. three-day game. Dbv 
Rngby odtan Free StateU- 
ons, Bloemfontein 
Athtatics IAAF GrancTLx 
Two events. Hengrfo. Neer- 
laads and San Jose 


4A Mrrtor racing Auto Trader 
CO RAC British Tburing Car 


FootbaB UeEa Cup Final 
first leg 


Championship, Silvemone 
Tanata LTA spring satellite, 
venue tba (to 27) 

CycBng World Cup, Li&ge- 
Bastognc- Liege 
MotorcycIlBg Japanese 
Grand Prix, Suzuka: Super- 
bike event, Misano 


Ibonte Men: US day Court 
Championships, Orlando; 
Monte Carlo Open. Women: 
Dammon Open 97, Jakarta; 
Budapest Lotto Open, (all 
events to 27) 


44 Football European club 
4D competition, semi-finals. 


competition, semi-finals, 
second leg 


M Gotf Peugeot Spanish Open; 
West of England Stroke Play 


West of England Stroke Play 
Championship, Royal North 
Devon (both to 27) 


7U Horae rating Whitbread 
40 Gold Cup, Sandown 


Gold Cup, Sandown 
CycBng Worid Cup, Amstel 
Gold, Netherlands 


Golf Benson and Hedges 
International Open, The Ox- 
fordshire, Thame (to 11); 
Women's Estoril Open, Por- 
tugal (to 11) 

E q ue st r ianism Badminton 
Three-day Event (to 11) 


Gymnastics British Cham- 
pionships, Guildford (to 11) 
Polo Prince of Wiles TOtophy, 
RCBPC (to 25) 


Rogby union PiUtington 
Cup Final Twickenham: 
Welsh Cup Final Cardiff 
Scottish Cup Final, 
Murrayfield 

Motor rating Global En- 
durance GT race, SHverstooe 
(toll) 

Goff England v Spain, La 
Manga (to 11) 

FootbaB EA Premier Legue, 
final matches 

Athtatics Grand Prix event, 
Osaka, Japan 


n Motor racing Monaco 
Grand Prix 


I Tcimta Men; Peugeot ATP 
Tbur World Tbam Cup, Dus- 
seldorf; St Pollen Interna- 
tional Grand Prix, Austria. 
Women’s Strasbourg Inter- 
national; Open Paginas 
Amarfllas Vila de Madrid 
(all events to 24) 


JUNE 



7(1 Cricks* Durham v Australia, 
4U one-day game. Cbesicr-lc- 


Streel 

Rallying Argentine Rally, 
Cordoba (to 24 
CycBng Manx International 
Douglas, IoM 
Polo Warwickshire Cup, 
Cirencester (to I June) 


Motor rating BritisFor- 
mula 3 Champiotfaip, 
Silverstone 

Motorcycling Aurian 
Grand Prix, Ocsterreiring 
c T ja "g Round Europracc. 
Chohourg to Stodchotao 21 1 
Athtatics lAAFGraJ Prix 
Two event St Denis 
Hoctay Wxnen'sCh^ions 
T/c^jhy, Berlin (to 8) 


2 Goff British Amateuriiam- 
pionship. Royal St Gngcs 
& Royal Onrpjc Porno T 


FootbaB Uefa Cup final 
second leg 

Taonte Women: World Dou- 
bles Cup, Edinburgh (to 24) 
SaBng Medemblik: week, 
Netherlands (to 25) 


3 AtbtatlCS IAAF Graf Prix 
"Bvo event Bratislava 


Polo Queens Cup, Gaids 
(to 22) 


44 Criclaat England v Australia, 
CC first one-day international 


first one-day international 
Hcadingjey 

EqnosMantam Windsor In- 
lemarirnal Horse Thais (to 25) 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Eu- 
ropean Championships, 
Greece (to 25) 

Goff Women's Czech Repub- 
lic Open, Prague (to 25 ) 


Rugby onlaoTransvai%li- 
ons, Johannesburg j 
Golf English Open Smrs 
Championship. West Hifc 
Woking (to 6} ' 


Cricket England v Austra, 
first Test Edgbaston 
Goff Slaley Hall Northur 


44 Golf Vblvo PGA cfaampi- 
4w onshfp, Wenrworth (to 26) 


Goff Slaley Hall Northur 
beriand Challenge, Slal> 
Hal Herivam (to Sk womer 
Danish Open, Vejle (10 8) 
AlbtoBen IAAF Grand Pr 
event Rome 
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5ton*s Premiership final 20S^Jt 5oBtt Afitea v BrfB » i 


25 Jan 

Twickenham, 10 May 

Cardiff, 10 May 
Munayfieid, 10 May 
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RUGBY UNION 

■vP» HatfcHW CtaamplontUp 

■Scotland v Wales * 

jj reland v Ranee 
inland v Scotland t 

Abies v Ireland 

* 

reland v Engand 
France v Wales 

; ..Scotland v Ireland 14 

jK9and v France Twi 

v Engand 
yanae v Scotland 


^ $0rtfcAfH«vMW,lrt» 

first Test Cape Town, 21 June 

s ^ 50nd Test Durban, 28 June 

■ Third Test Johannesburg, 5 July 

Munayfiekf, 18 Jan snooker 

Dublin, 18 Jan World Cfaaaptonship Sheffield. IS April - 6 May 

Dubfin.’li^ «=«««, 24 Pfri-5 May 

Paris. IS Feta TEMOS 


j 24% 


Twickenham, 1 Feb 

^f- 1Fefa VtaMCtamptom 

Dub6n,15Ffeb 
Paris, 15 Feb 

MurrayfieW, 1 March An * traltou OP M 
Twickenham, 1 March rrnrii Open 

Cardiff, 15 March WfaaUMon 

Paris. 15 Match US Open 


Wr 


%vJB 

* •V.rr e 


^5 


R^Gytag Acropolis Rally. 
Athens (to 10y, Scottish In- 
ternational Rally, Mobil 
1/Tbp Gear British Champi- 
onship (to 1) 

«ow« racing The Derby, 
Epsom 

r^wtir wi g Republic of Irelaod 
v Liechtenstein, World Cup 
qualifying Group Eight, 
Dublin 

Rogby union Northern 
Transvaal v Lions, Pretoria 
R«gby league World Club 

Challenge matches 

Football Belarus v Scot- 
land, World Cup qualifying 
Group Four 

AIIJpU c s Grand Prix meet- 
ing, Moscow; international 
meetings, Padua and Dusburg 
*o*OfcycH«g French Grand 
Prix, Paul Rjcani; Superbike 
event, tba 




j S aw i w r . 

#l*r. 

icifvivp’v-:- • ■ 


26^U 

^ilO 


Temtis Men: Stella Artois 
Grass Court Championships, 
Queen’s Club. Lotion; Ger- 
fy Weber Open. Halle, Ger. 
Women: DFS Classic, Frig- 
baston Priory tall evemsto 15) 

Athletics International 
meeting, Prague 


pm 

rid C«M... 


f U , '4fa* . 

■ ^Ok^c 
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^11 Ragfcy union South -east- 
lll em Transvaal v Lions, 
Whbank 

O Golf US Open, Congres- 
_ JL/a sionaL Bethesda, Maryland; 
~ ' Men's European lour event 
tba; Women’s Swiss open, 
c Lausanne (ad to 15) 

Athletics US cfaampbnships 
and trials, Indianapolis (to 15) 
Eqae s t rian tem Bramham 
- International Three-day 
Event, Yorkshire (to 15) . 

. 1 0 AMttottcs Britain v France v 

10 Germany Under-23, Hex- 
G - . ham: international mee t ing. 
Tallin 

-II thicket Leicestershire vAiis- 
JL*t tralia, three-day game, 
Leicester 

Motor racing Le Mans 24- 
hour (to 15) 

RM0>y onion Natal v Uons, 
Durban 

Rugby league World Qub 
Challenge matches 

■ | C Motor racing Canadian 
10 Grand Prix, Montreal; Auto 
Uader RAC British Touring 
Car Championship, DoninglcBi 
Motorcycling Superbike 

t -‘ .. event, Monza 

J U Mo B c s 1AAF Grand Prix 
Uro event, Gateshead 


' .T » CiV- 


vt-: 

ll#FT I--, 
) b^: 
is**- — 
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1 fi 'fends Wimbledon qualifying, 

lU Roc hump ion (to 19). Men: 
htactinghamOpcmCaasbofa> 
temtional, Bologna (both to 
"1 21).Wcxoeti: Wakmson Lady 
. Championships, Rosmalen, 
, Neth(to21) 

I FootbaB C3ose season 
; | commences 

'17 Horso rseteg Rcyal Ascot 
.11 (to 20) 

, Trftni'r Women: Direct Line 
championship. Eastbourne 

J (to 2D 

I Rugby union Emerging 
t Springboks v Lions, 

. ' Wellington 

! 1 0 Gotf Women’s Evian Mas- 
XO ters. France (to 21) 

AitUotics IAAF Grand Prix 
f TWo event, Helsinki 

|A cricket England v Australia. 
19 Second Test. Lord’s 

GoffYhlvo German Open (to 
22); European Seniocs Open, 
Ascona. Switzerland (to 21) 

9f| miilotlcs International 
(bU meeting, Lisbon 

91 nilJollrir European Cup. 
£1 Super League. Munich 
(to 22) 

SaBIng Kiel Week, Ger- 
many (To 29) 


Ra0qr tBfem South Afiica 
v British Ides. Capetown 
Rutfjy league World dub 
Challenge matches 
Rowing Henley Women’s 
Regatta (to 22) 

99 Hotor racing British 

faA Formulas Cbsoponjup, 
Oultoo Park 


90 Tnnnli Wimbledon Cham- 
fai) pionships (to 6 July) 
AftMetics Internationa) 
meeting. Lucerne 

9 A EquMtrtanlsm Aachen 
faY Nations Cup Show, Ger- 
many (to 29) 

Rugby union Border v 
Lnms, Pon East London 
Sport* Acrobatics Euro- 
pean Championships (to 30), 
Germany 

9C Wctat Brkjsh Universities 
All v Australia, three-day game. 
The Parks 

Athletics Grand Prix event, 
Paris 

Golf European Men’s "Ram 
Qramykinship, Ibrtmarnock 

OC Gotf Peugeot French Open 
faU (to 29); Women's Hennessy. 
Cologne (to 29) 


97 AttatoUcs Wxnen’s irrter- 
1 1! national meeting, Rheims 

fi ono r nl %■ !■■■ Ih ■ F i n 

ogym(tol Aug) 

90 MoM Han^shlre v Aus- 
£0 tralia, three-day game, 
Southampcrai 

Horse ractag Northum- 
berland Plate, Newcastle 
Motor raelag Global En- 
durance GT race, Niirhur- 
' gring (to 29) 

Ru^iy bhIob South Africa 
v British Isles, Durban 
- AiUetlcs European' Cup 
Combined Events, women, 
Oulo, Finland, and men 
TMlmn, Estonia (to 29) 
POtoGoklCmVBrmsfaOpm, 
Cowdray Park (to 2£) July) - 


9Q At Mo H cw IAAF Grand Prix 
event, London 
Motor nefegfiendt Grand 
Prix, Magny-Cours; An to 
Trader RAC British Iburing 
Car Championship, Croft 
Mo to reyclu g Patch Grand 
Prix, Assen 

Cycttig British road race 
Championship, Abergavenny 

QA Bowls British Isles Champa- 
O V onships, Worthing. England 
(to4Juiy) 


RoMfy nolOQ South African 
Barbarians v British Isles. 
WeBcom 

SaMng Coupe de France 

(to 5) 

AthWfcs IAAF Grand Prix 
I mrsarme . S witagrianri 
Rowing Henley Royal Re- 
gatta (to 6) 

Cricfcot Nottinghamshire v 
Pakistan A, tfaree-day game, 
Thent Bridge 

Golf EuropeanMen’s Tfcam 
Champioodnp. Partmamock 
(to 6) 

Crleh ot England v Australia. 
Third Tfcst, OW Thaflbrd 
Gotf Murphy’s Irish Open. 
Druids Glen, County Wick- 
low (to 6); Women’s Austri- 
an Open, venue tin (to 6) 
Polo National Women’s 
Tburnament, Ascot 

AffcloBcs IAAF Grand ftxt 
event, Oslo 

cyeflog Tbur de France, 

starts in Rouen (to 27) 
Hnm nektfEdffle States. 
San down 

CMcMR Perthshire v Pakistan 
A. three-day game, Derby 


Rn^iy tmloo South Africa 
v British Isles, Johannesburg 
Gagin g Swan Euros, Cowes 
(toll) 

M otorcy c lin g San Marino 
Grand Prix. Imola 


AftbMIc* Grand Prix event, 
Stockholm 

fesab Women: Fed Cup, 
second round: UA satellite. 
Felixstowe (to 12). men: Bris- 
tol challenger Trophy; Swiss 
Open, Gstaad: Swedish 
Open, Bastad; Hall of ^me 
Championships, Newport, 
RI (all to 13) 


8 Horse racing Newmarket 
July meeting (to 10) 
SaMng Hamble Week. 
in clu di n g 6rn Euros (to 12) 

9 McM Minor Counties v 
Australia, one-day game. Jes- 
mond; MCC v Pakistan A. 
three-day game. SbenJey, 
Hertforcahne 

AttftUen IAAF Grand Prix 
Two event, Linz, Austria 

W Gotf Loch Lomond World 
Invitational (to 12) 
ripimlilniaiii Royal in- 
ternational Horae Show. 
Hickstead, Sussex (to 13) 

ll ^ AA Ch2m ^~ 

Rowfatg Lucerne Inter- 
national Regatta (to 13) 

1 9 G*fca*Sootiandv Australia, 
1£ one-day game, Edinburgh 
Moto r raefeg British For. 
nrnh 3 Diamp i nnship, S0- 
verstone 

Bu n feg Henley \feterans’ 
Regatta 

1 O Motor radngBritish Grand 
IO Prix. Sflversione; Global En- 
durance GT race, tba 
Mutoreycln g Sjxt 24-hour 
Endurance race; Superbike 
event. Laguna Seca, 
California 

t 1 fewto Men: Mercedes Cup.' 
IT Stnttgan;LeggMascmC!as- 
sic, 'ftfehington; L3A Man- 
chester Challenger, West 
Didsbuxy. women: Czech 
Open, Karlovy \fcry; Rilecmo 
Iiri etuali Himl (all to 20); L2A 
satdlite.ftintoD-on-Sea,Esr 
sex (to 19) 

CrfefcMEBC XI v Pakistan 
A, one-day game. WhlsaH 
Athletics International 
meeting, Salamanca, Spam 
Oo oo ra l efy m sB Stfcs Spc- 
dal Olympic Games, 
Portsmouth (to IS) 


1 C SaMhg Celtic Cup, 
laPwnbeli(tol9) 


W Crldart Ghmorgan v Aus- 
tralia, three-day game, 
Cardiff; Worcestershire v 
Pakistan A, three-day game, 
Worcester 

Athletics Grand Prix event, 
Nice; Wbrid \fcteians Cliam- 
pionships, Durban (to 27) 


1 7 Gotf Open 
XI Royal Troca 


Royal Trot® (to 20) 
SMtfog Source R^atta, in- 
duding ILC40 s and Mumm 
36s, Lymingtcm (to 20) 


1 O CyetogBritBhThadkCharo- 
XO pionships, Manchester (to 
26) 

tto w tog National Quunpi- 
onshqjs, Holme Kerrepont, 
Nottingham 

W C rf cl i to Middlesex v Aus- 
tralia. three-day game. 


LonTs; Somerset v Pakistan 
A, three-day game, Taunton 
Athtotfcs Internationa] 


trials, Nairobi (to 20 
IMagNatkmsQip,MEan 
(to 20) 

Ra&y langiB Wodd Qub 
Challenge matches 


9 A M o torcyc in g German 
faU Grand Prix. Nurburgring 


Melbourne. 13 - 26 Jam. 
Paris, 26 May - 8 June! 
London, 23 June - 6 Jim 
N ewVbrK 25 Aug- 7 Septf 


9| feonfe Women: Bank of the 
fai West, Stanford, Cal; Warsaw 
Qqx Men: NortbeiTi Electric 
Open, Newcastle; Generali 
Open. K&zboheL Ant Croa- 
tia International Chaznpi- 
T I mag )pfin iti Open, 
Los Angles (all events to 27) 

99 Crtcfart Gk>iicesier^i ire v 
fafa Pakistan A, one-day game. 
Cheltenham 

99 Athlotle* International 
faO meeting, Lappeenrania, 
Finland 

O A Crteitot England vAnstra^a, 
faT Fourth Test, Headingjey. Sus- 
sex v Pakistan A, four-day 
game. Trent Bridge 
Golf Sun Dutch Open (to 
27): Women's Gerroan Open, 
Hamburg (to 27) 

Athtotfcs European Junior 
Championships, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia (to 27) 

9C Ho»sa ractag King George 
mV VI and Queen Elizabeth Di- 
amond Stakes, Ascot 
Rowtag Home internation- 
al, Holme Pierrepont, Not- 
tingham 

Rugby league World dub 
Challenge matches 

97 •* otor racing German 
fa I Grand Prix, Hockenheim 
MntorryrtaigSuzuka Eigfat- 
bour Endurance race, Japan 
Mo fanemational Day, Cow- 
dray Park 

Aeoaral Gymnastic* 

Eurogym, ftfedric h s h afcn. 
Germany (to 1 Aug) 


9O SaMng AdnuraTs Cup 
£0 TsjidIs Women: loshiba 
Classic, San Diego; Styria 
Open, Maria Lankowitz, Aut 
(both to 3 Aug); UA sum- 
mer satellite, Oklcy (to 2 
Aug). Men: du Mauricr 
Open. Montreal; Grolsch 
Open, Amsterdam (both to 
3 Aug) 

Gotf English Amateur 
Championship (to 2 Aug) 

90 Hors* racing Glorious 
mV Goodwood (to 2 Aug) 
Crfckst Glamorgan or 
Hampshire v Pakistan A, 
one-day game. Cardiff or 
Southampton (dependent on 
NaiWest result) 

Polo Ocwdray Park Chal- 
lenge Cup (to 3 Aug) 

01 Gotf M>hro Scandinavian 
wX Masters (to 3 Aug) 


AUGUST 


Athletics IAAF World 
Championship, Athens 
(to 10) 

Crichst Somerset v Aus- 
tralia. four-day game, 
Thimtoo; Gloucestershire v 
Pakistan A, four-day game, 
Bristol 


Hooc^ Trials Champonshqs, 
Gatcombe Park, (to 3) 
RatfytagNew Zealand Ral- 
ly. Auckland (to 5); Ulster 
Rally. MobO 1/Tbp Gear 
Britih Championship (to 3} 
Hochay Women’s World 
Cup qualifier, Harare (to 12) 
Rowtag Coupe de la Je- 
unesse, bobne Pierrepont, 

Nottingham (to 3) 


Ragjby ton gii a World Club 
Challenge matches 

SaMag Cowes Week (to 10) 
M oto r raetag Auto Trader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, KnocfiriU 
Motorc ycg og Superbike 
event. Brands Hash 
feootaUA summer saieffite, 
Soatbsea(to9) 


feonta Mem Great Ameri- 
can insurance ATP Champi- 
onshlp, Qnrinnari. Women: 
Acura Classic, Los 
Angeles (all to 10) 

Polo National 15 Goal 
Championship. Cirencester 

(to I?) 

Gotf British Seniors Open, 
Sherwood Forest & Cox- 
moor (to 8) 

Eqaostrfaatom Dublin 
Horae Show (to 10) 

Rowtag Junwr World Cham- 
pwnships, Hazewinfeel, 
Belgium 

Crtchot England v Australia, 
Fifth Tfcst, Trent Bridge; 
Yorkshire v Pakistan A, four- 
day game, Headmgley 
Golf WPGA Championship 
of Europe. Gleane^Ies (to 
10); Czech Open (to 10) 


Golf Whlker Cup. Quaker 
Ridge, New York (to 10) 
fenota Bntish National Vet- 
eran Championships, Wim- 
bledon (to 17) 

CycBog San Sehastian 
Classic, Spain 


SaBtag Fastoet Race starts 
Motor rarlqg Hungarian 
Grand Prix, Budapest; Auto 
Trader RAC British Iburing 
Car Championship. 
Snettcrton 


Haven, Cl Women: duMau- ; 
rierOpen.*(braDto(antol7); ; 
UTA aimmer satcVlne, 
Worthing (to 16) 

1 0 MMollcs Grand Prix cvenL 
XO Zurich 

Rag)y league Wbrld Club 
Challenge matches 

M Golf US PGA Champi- 
onship. Winged Foot. Ma- 
maronek. New York; 
Women’s British (teen. Sun- 
ningdale: Men’s European 
lour event tba (all to 17) 
Eqaestrtealaai Hickstead 
Derby, Sussex (to 17\ 


1 C Motorey ein g British Grand 
id Prix. Dtmington (to 17) 
Crickat Fust Gass County 
Select XI v Pakistan A. four- 
day game, Chelmsford 


1 1* Hors* racing Geoffrey 
XD Freer Stakes. Newbury 
Crickat Kent v Australia, 
three-day game, Canterbury 
Athtotfcs IAAF Grand Prix 
event. Monaco 


U Motorcyctag British Grand 
Prix, Dooington 
Motor racing British 
Formula 3 Championship. 
Pembrcy 

Cyetfng Leeds Classic 
BohIb EBA Narional Cham- 
pionships, Worthing (to 29) 

1 O Twmk Men: US Pro Tfcnnis 
XO Championships. Boston; 
Hamlet Cup, Island 
(both to 24); LTA summer ' 
satellite masters, Havant (to 
22). Wamen: US Hard Court 
Camponships, Atlanta, 
Georgia (to 23) 


| A Heno ractag Ebormeetmg. 
19 York (to 21) 


AtMuHf Britain v Interna- 
tional Select, Gateshead 
(or 24); international meet- 
ing, Rovencto; Unrversiade, 
Palermo. Italy 


91 Crickat England v Australia, 
faX Sixth Tfcst, Foster’s Oval 
Gotf Smurfit European Open 
(to 24); Women's Compaq 
Open, Stockholm (to 24) 
SaMng 470 World Cham- 
pionships, Haifa (to 31) 


99 Mlriutlia Grand Prix event, 
fafa Brussels 

Gotf Logan Tiophy. 
Stockport (to 4) 

99 Ho»»e racing Celebration 
Lj Mile, Goodwood 

Motor racing Global 
Endurance GT race, Suzuka 
(to 24) 

9 A Motor racing Belgian 
4“ Grand Prix, Spa-Francor- 
champs; British Formula 3 
Championship, Donington 
Athtetfca IAAF Grand Prix 
event, Coksgne, Germany 


K tonato US Open, Flushing 
Meadow, NY (to 7 Sept) 
Motor ractag Auto Ikacter 
RAC British Iburing Car 
■ Championship, Tbruxton 

9fi bthletfi ■ Grand Prix event, 
fcU Berlin (or 5 Sept) 


y7 Eqnostrianlsoi European 
fail showjumping Champ- 
ionships, Mannheim (to 31} 

9O Golf BMW International 
faO Open (to 31); Women’s 
European Open, venue tba 
<to31) 


, Ragytag 2^000 Lakes Rally, 
Jyvaskyla, Finland 
(to I Sep) 


9|| Bond* Inter-County Cham- 
JU piooship (Middleton Cup) 
Worthing 

Ro^qr tangun Stone Super 
League ends 

91 Wwqetag Czedi Grand 
vX Prix, Brno; Superbike event, 
Assen, Netherlands 
AttteUcs IAAF Grand Prix 
TWo event, Sheffield 


SEPTEMBER 


Rowing World Champi- 
onships. Aiguebelctic. 
France (to 7) 

Gymnastics World Cham- 
pjonships. Lausanne. 

SwitzcrtanditoT) 

Hocfooy Women’s Under- 
21 World Cup. Sonmam. 
Korea (10 13) 

Athtotfcs LAAF Grand Pm 
Two event. Ricti. Italy 

Gotf Canon European Mas- 
ters. Crans-sur-Sierrc, 
Switzerland Uo TV Women's 
French Open, Paris (to 7) 
Equestrianism Blenheim 
International Three-day 
Event, Oxt'orcWiirc l to 7) 

Motor racing Global En- 
durance GT race, Doning- 
ton (to 7| 

Horse racing Haydock 
Park Sprint Cup 
Rtftfiy lesgne Stones Pre- 
miership quarter- finals 
CycBog Tour of Spain 
fto2K) 


n Motor racing Austrian 
Grand Prix. A-l Rmg; Auto 
Trader RAC British Touring 
Car Championship, Sihxr- 
sione 

cniB»n f WTiitbrcad Round 
ihe World Race starts 
Motorcycling Supcrbikc 
cvcdL AJbacclc. Spain 
Hone racing Irish St Leg- 
cr. The CurTagh 
lemdsLTA autumn • 
satellite, venue tba (10 2S) 

99 ItoMds Men: Grand Slam 
fafa» Cup; Romanian Open, 
B uchar est; Toulouse Grand 
Prix (both to 28); UTA sum- 
mer sateSUc master*. Havant 
(to 22). women; Wtsmilak 
International, Surabaya, 

; lndon(to28) 


; 9 A Equeitrlsnlsm Horse of : 
- 4l the Year Show, Wembley : 
Arena (10 28) 


meeting. Newmarket (to 18) 

1 0 Cycflr^Vtorid Cup, Tour of 
XO Lombardy, Italy 

W M ot or ra e fag RACTourat 
Trophy, Doningmn 1 


M T e n n is Men: Eurocard Open. 
Stuttgart; Mexican Open. 
Mexico City. Women: Bell 
Challenge, OuchecCity: Seat 

Open,Lu»nrhc«rg(aSSto2bl 

99 Whitbread round 

mm the WurW am^etkotsdue in 
Cape Town 

Rhythmic Gymnastics 

NVorid Cbampkmships, Beilin 

l (to 25) 


* 99 Gotf OVi Pro-Am. touau- 

: faJ mentlto26) 


ment(to26) 

Golf Women’s Deauvdle 
' Open, France (to 2b) 


ractag lialian Grand 
Prix. Monza; Auto Trader 
RAC British Touring Car 
Championship. Brands 
Hatch 

feonta Men: Bournemouth 
International Open: Mar- 
bella Open: Etsenbcrg Israel 
Open. Tel Aw (all to 14) 


9 Bowls National 55s & over 
singles and pairs com p c riti cns 
(to 10) 


1 A Horse racing St Lcgcr 
XU meeting. Doncaster (to 13) 
Golf Home internationals. 
Burnham &Bem>w (to 4) 

n Golf Lanai me Trophy. St 
Nom la Breleche. Paris (to 
14); Women’s English Opoi. 
venue tba (to 14) 


>,r>, 

^ 1 


9C Cycling World Masters 
faj Challenge. Manchester 
(to 2S) ' 

Gotf Women’s Turkish 
Open. Antalya (to 28) 

9£ Gotf Ryder Cup by Johnnie 
mV Walker. Valderrama, Spain 
\to2K) 

97 M °tOf racing Global 
mi Endurance GT race. Spa- 
Francorchamps (to 28) 
Hors* racing Queen Eliz- 
abeth Stakes. Ascot 
Rugby tongue Wivld Club 
Challenge quartcr-fmals 

Motor racing Luxem- 
bourg Grand Prix, Nurhur- 
gring; British Formula 3 
Championship. Spa-Fran- 
corchamps 

RSotorcycHng Indonesian 
Grand Prix. Scntul 
feonta LTA autumn satel- 
lite. venue tha (to 5 Oa) 


Oft feonta Men: Swiss Indoor 
mU tournament, Basel; Sicilian 
Championships, Palermo; 
Peking Open, women: Ficd 
Cup final; Sparkasscn Cup. . 
Leipzig; China Open. R:king i 
(all toSOct) 


O A Horse racing Cam- 
Oil hridgeshire meeting. New- 
market (to 5 Oct) 


OOTOBcP 


■ 

: 9U Motor ractag Portuguese 
| fau Grand Prix, Estoril 

a ^ 11 1 ■■■■■! . ■ 11 ■ 1 

■ 

Z 97 Tenata Women: Kremlin 
1 fai Cup. Moscow, men: Paris 
: Open; Cokimbian Open. 

■ Bogota (all to 2 Nov) 

• ■ ■ 1 ■ 

9A Gotf Vi»hu Masters (b» 2 Non ) 
dU Ratfytag Australian Ralh. 
Penh (w 3 Nov) 


fhlthj l«ilgHn Great Britain 
v Australia. First Test, venue 
tba 

Motor r ac tag Global En- 
durance GT race. Shuhai. 
China (to 2) 

Athletics New York 
Marathon 

feonta Men: Kremlin Cup 
Moscow; Stockholm Open. 
Women: Amerilech Cup. 
Chicago (all to 9) 


Golf Sarazcn World Open 
(to 9) 

R owin g Fisa Masters 
Regatta, Adelaide (to 9) 


Rqgby league Great Britain 
v Australia, Second Test, 
venue tha 

Horse ractag Breeders' Cup 
Day. Hollywood Park 
Cycling World Thick Chal- 
lenge, Manchester 
SaMng Whitbread Round 
the World Race, second kg 
10 Fremantle starts 


km H: Be fcfmfc Ids Fmtab 
Oat mild title ia atoms 

rijiMi h iiiimin 111 r mmii m 
Open Threc-day Event 
Championships. Burgh ley, 
Lincolnshire (to 14) 
Ratfytag Manx Interna- 
tional Rally. Mobil 1/Top 
Gear British Championship 
(to 13) 

Athtetfes IAAF Grand Prix 

FinaL Fukuoka, japan: Mul- 
ti events meeting. Tahcncc. 
France (10 14) 

Rigby league Stones Pre- 
miership semi-finals 
Rowing Great River Race 
Bowls Junior international 
series, Llandrindod Wells 
(to 14) 

W Motor ractag British 
Formula 3 Championship. 
Snetierton 

Motorcycling Spanish 
Grand Prix. Barcelona: ft id 
Ricard Endurance race. 
France 

1 C ferrate Men: Davis Cup 
X« semi-finals; LTA autumn 
satellite, venue tha (to 21). 
Wxnen: international event 
Tokyo (to 21) 

1 C Bovite National mixed fours 
XO competition (to 17) 

1 7 Ratfytag Indonesian Rally. 
Medan (to 21) 

Hockey Men’s Undcr-21 
World Cup, MOton Kevnes 
(to2S) 

1 O Gotf One-2-One British 
Masters (to 21); Women's 
Irish Open, Dublin (10 21 ) 

Sports Ac r ob a t ics World 
Championships. Manchester 

\fekxfrome(to21) 

W Tennis Men: Davis Cup. 
World Group, semi-finals 
and qualifying round (to 21 ) 

9ft HoirSe racin ^ MSI Reef 

XU Stakes. Newbury 

Rugby taagie Stones Pre- 
miership final 
Bowls National mixed pairs 
competitions (to 21) 


Golf Women's Warid Match 
Play Championship, venue 
tba (to 5); Unde German 
Masters {to 5) 

Motor racing Japanese 
Grand Prix, Suzuka 
Rrigby league World Club 
Challenge scon-finals 


1 A feenis Men: AIP Tbur World 
XU Championship. Hanover: 
Guardian Direct Nationals. 
Telford (both to 16) 

1 C Horse racing Mackeson 
Xv Gold Cup, Chehenhara 
RqtfiytaugBe Great Britain 
v Australia, Third Test 
Gymnaffcs Men's British 
Championships, tba (to 16) 


Motor racing British For- J ^raeancs Men s Hnnsn 
mula 3 Championship, SO- : Championships, tba (to 16) 

veistone I — 

Motorcycling Superbike ; 1 7 T#Bnl ‘ Women: Chase 
event. Sugp. Japan ; XJ Championships of the Corel 

Cycfing World Cup. .* J™ Tour, New YorL Men: 

pSSSusrace ^ T?ur World 

; Doubles Championships. 

famib r'A -n— in I Hartford. Cl (both to 11) 


9 A Golf World Cup of Golf. 
£1# KiawahlsJand.SC (to 23) 


91 Itagytag RAC Rally, Chester 
faX (to 24) 


: 99 Motor nwInC Global En- 

Qtclag World Road Race l mm durance GT race, venue in 
Ch am pi on ship. San Sebastian. • Brazil tba (to 23) 

Spain (to 12) j Horae ractag Ascot Gold 

~ ; Cup 

9 Golf Tbyota World Match l — 

Play championship. Went- : OQ fends Davis Cup final 
worth (to 12) : 40 (w 30) 

Hoctaqr Men’s Champions ; — 

Trophy. Adelaide (to 19) : 9|| Horse ractag Hennessey 

I mV Cognac Gold Cup. Nesbuiv 
Ratfytag San Remo and I tal- • 

1 an Rally (to 15) 

Motor racing Global En- ; 
durane GT event, Barcelona ; 

Ito 12) : 

Rugby league World Cub : 1 BtateEmhassy WarldCbam- 
ChaDenge final : * pionships, Frunley Green. 

l Surrey 

1 9 Motor racing Japanese I 7T7 “T . 

Xfc Grand Prix, Suzuka; British >’ I < Hots* ractag Cheltenham 
Formula 3 Championship. • ^V Gold Cup 
Thruxion I GnWn g Whitbread Round 

Motorcycflog Australian • Worid ^ k 'B 10 

Grand Prix, Phillip Island; : Sydney- sta m (io 5) 

Superbike event, Sentul. : European cross- 

Indonesia : country championships. 

— — ; ftrtugal (or 14) 

19 feonta Men: Czech Indoor ■ ~Z ^ ^ . . " ~ “ 


6 feonis Men: CA Trophy, Vi- • — — k — ' 

enna: Singapore Open (both 
to 12); LTA autumn satellite 
masters, venue tba (to 10); 

British national veteran in- 
door Champiorships (to 1 1 ). 

Women: Porche Grand Prix, 

Filderstadt, Ger (to 12) 


DECEMBER 


GnHta g Whitbread Round 
ihe World Race, third leg to 
Sydney starts (to 5) 
ABAelle* European cross- 
country champio nships. 
ftrtugal (or 14) 


iuuuu . * g \ — - - m 

tournament. Ostrava; Lyon ; | X Olympia 

Grand Prix. Women: Euro- : Sbow Jumping Cham 

pean Indoor tournament Z Pionships. London (to 22) 

Zurich (all to 19) Z _ _ „ 

: 9C King George 

1U Golf Alfred DunhHI Cup, St ■ feV V! Chase. Kcmpton 

XU Andrews (to 19) • 

i • 07 Homo racing Welsh 

HAPIfe r 1 1 ncqnm>ilrk : ■* National. Chenslnw 


Horae ractag Ccsarewitcb 


Horae ractag Welsh 
Naikmai. Chepstow 


Compiled by Mark Burton 
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Alfred Gell 


Alfred Gell was arguably the 
most brilliant social anthropol- 
ogist of his generation. He had 
a very rare combination of in- 
tellectual skills, and often daz- 
zled his readers and listeners 
with both his penetrating logic 
and imaginative insights, many 
of which came from his unusu- 
al ability to transcend conven- 
tional boundaries of knowledge. 

Gell took his BA in social an- 
thropology from the Universi- 
ty of Cambridge in 1968 and 
completed his PhD degree at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics in 1973 with a thesis 
based on his fieldwork in a 
remote settlement in New 
Guinea. He held lectureships at 
the LSE, Sussex University and 
the Australian National Uni- 
versity, and in 1979 he was 
appointed Reader in Anthro- 
pology at the LSE He received 
several academic prizes and in 
1995 he was elected a Fellow of 
the British Academy. 

His academic reputation was 


primarily based on a score of ar- 
ticles and three books: Meta- 
morphosis of the Cassowaries 
(1975), The Anthropology of 
Time (19921 and Wrapping in Im- 
ages: a study of tattooing in Poly- 
nesia (1993). He also completed 
a fourth book. The Art Nexus, 
which wd be published soon. 

Metamorphosis of the Cas- 
sowaries was an outstandingly 
original book, particularly in its 
interpretation of ritual in the 
Uzneda settlement in New 
Guinea. Drawing inspiration 
from Levi-Strauss, but de- 
pending more on his own 
aesthetic sensibility, Gell ex- 
haustively teased out the com- 
plex meanings of Umeda ritual 
life. The book gave rise to a con- 
tinuing debate about whether 
Gell overstated the coherence 
of Umeda thought and practice, 
but even his severest critics ac- 
knowledged that he had taken 
the analysis of “tribal" ritual to 
a new level of sophistication. 

Read superficially, his first 


book may suggest that Gell 
liked to exaggerate the other- 
ness of other cultures. Nothing 
could be further from the hulk. 
In many ways he was a roman- 
tic. but he was also adamantly 
rationalist, and The Anthro- 
pology of Time relentlessly de- 
ployed philosophical arguments 
and ethnographic data to 
demonstrate that much an- 
thropological writing about 
exotic concepts of time is fal- 
lacious. Although specialists 
may find some" of its argu- 
ments unconvincing, the book 
as a whole is a masterly refu- 
tation of exaggerated cultural 
relativism. 

Wrapping in Images and his 
forthcoming book The Art 
Nexus represent GelTs main 
contributions to the anthro- 
pology of art, a rather stagnant 
subdiscipline he was deter- 
mined to shake up. He charac- 
teristically combined a deep 
understanding of art history 
and criticism with studies of 


dance and tecabology. mixed in 
his philosophical knowledge, 
and worked through a mas of 
ethnographic literature to gen- 
erate a radical cross-cultural 
perspective on art and its soda! 

context which hiss thoroughly 
revitalised the field. 

When at Sussex. Gell met and 
later married Simeran Man 
Singh. With Simeran, be began 
fieldwork among the Muria 
Gauds of Madbya Pradesh in 
India and made a number of 
visits there. Based on this re- 
search, he wrote several im- 
portant articles and developed 
an increasing interest in India. 
H3s last public acaiksnic appear- 
ance was to deliver the Frazer 
lecture in November 1996, 
when he presented a typically 
radical analysis of ritual and trib- 
al rebellion among the Gonds. 

At the LSE Gell was an in- 
spired teacher, to whom many 
of his students became devot- 
ed. He was not always consis- 
tent, but his best lectures were 


scintillating and his students 
were rarely if ever bored. He 
was, as he admitted, dreadful 
at adrainistration. which some- 
times exasperated his col- 
leagues. But nobody could ever 
be angry with Gell for long af- 
ter he bad charmingly and 
sheepishly apologised for his 
lapses. He was perhaps most 
impressive in the anthropolo- 
gy department’s weekly semi- 
nars. However good or bad the 
paper, Gell would usually de- 
liver a comment, a question or 
sometimes a demolition that 
nobody else could have thought 
of. Sometimes he was wrong, 
but far more often he was right 
in away that neither the speak- 
er nor the audience had previ- 
ously perceived. The LSE 
without Alfred Gell will be a 
duller place. 

In seminars, it was a good 
idea to sit next to Gell, because 
then one could also enjoy the 
drawings which always covered 
his notepaper. He was a veiy tal- 


ented artist and a project cut 
short by his death was a series 
of drawings and paintingsof the 
old Muslim tombs near the 
Qutb Minor south of Delhi On 
a beautiful spring afternoon in 
1995, Alfred and Simeran Gell 
took me to visit the tombs, 
which had come to fascinate 
him. As monuments of Delhi’s 
ruined empires, the tombs are 
evocative symbols of a past cul- 
ture that also remind us of the 
realities of political power and 
its disintegration, and he was 
drawn to them, I think, by the 
same mixture of romanticism 
and hard-nosed rationality 
which animated the anthropo- 
logical work for which he will 
long be remembered. 

GeD (and his work) will be re- 
membered too for his distinc- 
tive intellectual courage and 
integrity. He detested posturing 
and on detecting untruth be an- 
nounced it forcefully. But he 
was not just a critic, he was also 
passionate and unequivocal 



Gelfc rom an tici sm and rationaflty 


about the truth as he saw it, and 
was never afraid to question the 
conventionally unquestionable. 

A few years ago, Alfred Gell 
had been seriously ill and had 
bad one eye surgically removed. 
In late summer 1996. he dis- 
covered that he had an incur- 
able cancer. He managed to 
complete his fourth book and 


to deliver his Enter lecture, and 
he told his closest friends that 
he had achieved what he had 

wanted to. In hfa fast few weeks, 

he weakened rapidly mufl be 
died, as he had wished, peace- 
fully and at home with family 
He was 51. “ 

Faring death, as he had al- 
ready faced seriousfllfiess, he 
again displayed hjs courage, as 
well as a profoundly impressive 
calmness and realism; he con- 
tinued to entertain and en- 
lighten his famify and friends 

until he was just too weak to do ' 

so any longer. . 

Alfred Antony Francis Geft an- 
thmpologist: bom 12 June 194%. 
U-catnr in Anthropology Sussex 
University 1972-74; Leaurtrin 
Anthropology, ANU. 1974-79; ■ 
Reader in. Anthropology London 
School of Economics 1979-97; 
FB.4 1995; married 1974Simer- 
an Man Singh (one son}; tSed 28 
January 1997. 
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Raya Garbousova 


The distinguished Russian-born 
cellist Raya Garbousova seemed 
to be vinually immortal. She not 
only looked 20 years younger 
than her age. but also possessed 
remarkable energy that enabled 
her to teach and give master- 
classes right up to the end. 

She was born in Tiflis in Geor- 
gia into a family of musicians: her 
father was principal trumpeter of 

the Tiflis Symphony Orchestra 
ant) professor at the Conserva- 
tory. She began studies on piano 
at die age of four and when she 
heard her father's friend Serge 
Koussevitsky playing double- 
bass she derided she liked the 
deep sound and started on the 
cello at six. Her progress was so 
rapid she entered the Tiflis Con- 
servatory the following year os a 
student of Konstantin Miniar, a 
pupil of Davidov. 

After a successful debut in Tt- 
flis and many solo appearances, 
in 1924, aged 18, she made 
debuts in Moscow and Lenin- 
grad, where a critic compared 
her playing to that of Emanuel 
Feuermann. Also at this time, 
she played chamber music with 
wo young musicians just mak- 
ing a name for themselves in 
Russia. Nathan Milstein and 
Vladimir Horowitz. 

Garbousova made her debut 
rerital in Berlin in I92b with the 
pianist Michael Taube. and 
again the critics raved about her 
"colossal talent" and described 
her as “an exceptional musical 
phenomenon". It was Taube 


who introduced her to Albert 
Einstein, who had a passion for 
the violin. She told me: ‘‘I 
played chamber music with 
him, but I’m sorry to say he 
wasn’t very good and was always 
a little bit out of tune. But he 
was a wonderful old man and 
we became very attached to 
each other." Einstein remained 
a devoted fan and would place 
a box of chocolates on the 
stage instead of flowers. 

She made her Paris debut in 
1927 and it was there that she 
met Casals and studied with him. 
She later appeared in Barcelona 
as a soloist with Casals con- 
ducting his own orchestra. It was 
he who suggested she should 
study with Diran Alexanian and 
she considered that what she 
learnt from him remained all her 
life as her "musical capital": 
What l team from him was over- 
whelming, His whole approach lo the 
instrument changed my ideas. I also 
returned to him much later and that 
became one of the most important pe- 
riods in my musical Me.lt was not only 
the tuition but the discussions we had 
about everything you can imagine - 
quite apart from musk- which were 
of the greatest importance. 

Garbo usova's London dlbut 
took place in 1926 and again the 
critics were bowled over by her 
talenu Her first American en- 
gagement came about because 
the pianist Ossip Gabrilovitch 
had heard her in Paris and im- 
mediately invited her to play the 
Haydn D major Concerto with 
the Detroit Symphony Orches- 


tra, of which be was the con- 
ductor. Shortly afterwards she 
was engaged as a soloist by 
Serge Koussevitsky, now con- 
ductor of the Boston Sympho- 
ny Orchestra. This was a happy 
reunion for them both. 

In 1934 Garbousova made 
her rerital ckibut at the Tbwn 
Hail in New York and Olin 
Downes from the New York 
Times waxed lyrical: “Miss 
Garbousova’s technique is the 
vehicle of a contagious tem- 
perament, musicianship and 
taste. The crowning fact is the 
distinction of her style." From 
this time onwards she appeared 
in concerts all over the world, 
but made her borne in Paris. Her 
first husband died fighting in the 
French Resistance in 1943 and 
in 1946 she became a citizen of 
the United States, where she 
met and in 1949 married the 
cardiologist Dr Kurt Biss. Then- 
two sons are both musi cians . 

Many composers wrote 
works for Garbousova: she 
commissioned and premiered 
the Samuel Barber Concerto 
with the Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra and Koussevitsky in 
1946 and was frequently con- 
sulted by the composer on the 
instrumental possibilities relat- 
ed to the cello; it was published 
with the cello pan edited by 
Garbousova. She also pre- 
miered the Martinu Third 
Sonata in the US and Prok- 
ofiev's Sonata. She made nu- 
merous recordings and held 
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master-classes world-wide. She 
was professor of cello at Hart- 
ford University (1970-79) and 
at Northern Illinois University 
( 1979-91), where she was made 
Honorary Doctor of Human 
Letters in 1992. 

Garbousova was not only a 
very beautiful woman with a 
film- star charisma, but kind, 
gentle and considerate to all 
who came within her orbiL She 
also had a delightful sense of hu- 
mour. There is a story from her 
early years about when she was 
at a party and took on a five- 


dollar bet to loss Tbscanini, 
who was sitting at the next 
table. The maestro was de- 
lighted to be approached by 
such a beautiful young girl and 
offered the other cheek. En- 
couraged by his enthusiasm she 
kissed him on both cheeks with 
the excuse that she could now 
claim 10 dollars. 

Margaret Campbell 

Raya Garbousova, cdSscbomTt- 
flis. Georgia 25 September 1909; 
twice married (two sons); died 
DeKalb, Wncds 28 January 1997. 


Antonio Callado 


Always a man of his word, 
Antdnio Callado died, aged 80 
and two days, a week after 
stating that to live beyond 80 
was an exaggeration, almost 
an excess. No wonder one of 
his friends said once that Calla- 
do was the “only real-life Eng- 
lish gentleman to write great 
Brazilian novels". 

This elegant, witty, hand- 
some man cultivated a British 
image as a private and public 
joke. He worked for the BBC 
during the Second World Wir, 
married a Briton, bad the thin 
moustache of a retired colonel 
of the shires, and shared his 
drinking tastes between whisky 
and well -chosen port vintages. 
His father, a doctor, had culti- 
vated the French image fash- 
ionable in his day. But both were 
as Brazilian as they come, and 
Callado created in his fiction 
what one critic described as “the 
epitome of the best men of our 
generation". 

This was no small feat, as 
Callado wrote during a golden 
age of Brazilian literature. His 
first novelAssunqdo de Sahiano 
(“The Assumption of Sal- 
viano"), was published in 1954, 
and his last book, Ohoment cor- 
dial e oiuras histdnas (“Men of 
Feeling and Other Stories"), 
came out in 1993. In this 40-year 
period some important works by 
key Brazilian writers - such as 
Guimaraes Rosa, Clarice 
Lispector, Autran Dourado, 
Ugia Fagundes Telles, N£Iida 


Pinon, Jo5o Uhaldo Ribciro, 
and Rubem Fonseca - were 
published. 

Callado’s masterpiece. Qua- 
nip (1967). whose title is the 
name given by Xingu Indians to 
a death ceremony, was his third 
novel, and was hailed as a fic- 
tional landmark. The story of a 
priest who finds love and a po- 
litical conscience amongst the 
Xingu Indians, it is a Bil- 
dungsroman that is at the same 
time a backstage panoramic 
view of Brazil's history in a pe- 
riod of crisis. It starts with the 
suicide of the populist dictator 
Getulio Vargas in 1954. and 
closes with the begining of the 
armed resistance to the 1964 
military coup. 

For both the Brazilian left 
and liberation theologians 
Qua rap was a mirror and a sign- 
post The novel was first draft- 
ed in prison by Callado. in a cell 
shared with the film-maker 
Glauber Rocha, during the first 
repressive wave of the military 
dictatorship in 1965. At that 
time Callado was a leader writer 
for Jomal do Brasil, one of the 
three main national Brazilian 
dailies. For those of us who read 
his novels and his limpid, coura- 
geous articles, and knew him as 
a fellow journalist, Callado was 
one of the great newspapermen 
of the period and a model to fol- 
low. His generosity with young 
colleagues, and his profession- 
al integrity, were legendary. 

When a intrepid opponent of 


the dictatorship, Caries Heitor 
Cony - also a distinguished 
journalist and novelist -.was 
forced to resign from the paper 
Callado edited, Callado re- 
signed with him in protest, He 
may have been, as one of his 
friends said, “the sweetest of 
radicals", but those of us who - 
rallied to him learned never to 
give up in dark times. 

Callado became a journalist 
at 20. in 1937, during ‘S&rgps* Es- 
tado Novo fasristicdictatorshq]. 
In 1941 he came to London to 
work for the BBC's Brazilian 
Service, and after The Second 
World War worked in Paris for 
Radiodifiusion Franptiseandas 
a European correspondent. As 
a reporter, editor, and leader 
writer he workcd for all the 
main Brazilian daily newroa- 
pers. After retirement in 1975 
he devoted himself Go literature, 
but continued to write weekly 
articles to the last - 

His last novel w&Memdrias 
deAldenliam House (1989). set 
in the country house where the 
BBC language services wee lo- 
cated in the 1940s. Not the best 
of his efforts, it is a political 
thriller in which he fondly recalls 
his British experience. 

Hugo Estenssore 

Antdnio Callado, writer bom 
Nfarfi. Brazil 26 January 1917; 
married 1943 Jean Watson 
{deceased), 1977 Ana Aimda; 
died Rio de Janeiro 28 January 
1997. ... 


Professor Bill Whimster 


It was characteristic of Bill 
Whimster that on the morning 
of his sudden death he had been 
roller-blading on the front at 
Brighton, a few minutes before 
a committee meeting. 

Whimster belied the popular 
image of the pathology profes- 
sor as a dour uncommunicative 
figure, closeted in n dingy post- 
mortem room. But there was 
much more to him than mere 
bubbling personality and boyish 
charm. He helped' to revolu- 
tionise medical communication 
and teaching, using new formats 
such as computers and televi- 
sion as well as improving the old 
ones. His research. with its em- 
phasis on precise measurement 
of the size of individual tumour 


cells under the microscope, fa al- 
ready altering the way doctors 
think about cancer. 

Whimster hated pigeon- 
holes. “Pm not a laboratory rat,” 
he would cry as he strode off the 
boring but obvious Pennine 
Wav into the boggy peat, and his 
career showed a predilection for 
knight’s moves. 

Rather than serve in the 
armed forces, he chose to spend 
time in the colonial service. At 
first he went to Fiji and then to 
Nuic Island, in the New Zealand 
Island Territories. Here he was 
on hfa own, at once surgeon (op- 
erating wdilt an orderly as rag- 
and-bottle anaesthetist and with 
Pye's Surgical Handicraft stuck 
up on a shelf), public health of- 


ficer, forensic examiner, and ob- 
stetrician - delivering his own 
first child. 

Had the colonies continued 
to exist, I suspect that W hims ter 
would have been happiest do- 
ing sucb general car lies. He 
had done more varied house 
jobs than most doctors - and, 
even much later, after he had 
entered hfa specialty, he was also 
to pass the difficult examination 
for the Membership of the Roy- 
al College of Physicians, a rare 
attainment for a pathologist. 

On his return from the Pacific 
he trained as a general pathol- 
ogist at Lewisham HospitaL 
and then moved to the Royal 
Free Hospital as a registrar in 
haematology. During his next 


lateral move, into morbid anat- 
omy at the same hospital, he re- 
turned to the former colonies, 
when he was seconded to the 
university in Jamaica. By this 
time he had started research into 
lung diseases, using the tech- 
nique of examining slices of 
whole lung which he was to 
mak e hfa own. This work pro- 
vided in particular more evi- 
dence for the harmful effects of 
smoking on the lung, and be con- 
tinued it on his return to Britain 
in appointments at the Bramp- 
ton Hospital and the Medical 
Research Council's Air Pollution 
Research Unit at Bart’s. 

In 1974 he moved finally to 
King’s, widening bis research to 
include morphometry, the new 


technique for accurate mea- 
surement of individual ceQs, par- 
ticularly those in venous types 
of cancer, and he was to organise 
several important international 
conferences on the subject 
He was also hooked on mak- 
ing medical communication 
better. He served on a Nuffield 
committee for improving com- 
munication between doctors 
and patients, was a pioneer in 
teaching better medical writing 
all over the world, and did 
much to raise the standards of 
undergraduate and postgradu- 
ate medical teaching. For the 
last nine years he had been ed- 
itor of the lively Bulletin of the 
Royal College of Pathologists. 
And, convinced that too many 


doctors forget the lessons of the 
past, he was to collapse and die 
at King’s College, Strand, while 
giving the first of a new series 
of lectures on the importance 
of medical history to current 

thinlring 

In some ways Whimster re- 
mained the bolshie Sedbergh 
schoolboy - the school chosen 
by his medical parents to get 
him away from Nottingham. 
Certainly he loved unorgan- 
ised sport - downhill skiing 
and windsurfing -and was nev- 
er happier that when messing 
about on his barge. He hated 
pomp, and, though a natural 
joiner, would resign from any in- 
stitution whose prime motives 
seemed to be to give its senior 


members gold medals. Yeti he 
had an admiration for echoes of 
the past: the lavish examiners’ 
lunch at the Apothecaries; the 
presidential election at the Roy- 
al College of Physicians: the 
seedy grandeur of the Athen- 
aeum. But rarely can a whole 
teaching hospital (including 
nurses, porters and clerical of- 
ficers) have been as devastated 
by the death of an individual 
who only a generation ago they 
would have placed in a second 
or third tier of importance. 

Stephen Lock 

William Frederick Whimster, 
histopaihologisr bom Notting- 
ham 7 June 1934 • Senior Lecturer 
in Morbid Anatomy, King's Col- 
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lege School of Medkine and 
Dentistry, London . University 
1974-83, Reader 198^91 Pro- 
fessor of Histopathotegy-1991-97; 
married 1958 Sibyl Wallace 
(two sons, two daughters); died 
London 24 January 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


dc PvKAYlClM: On :S January 1W7, 
John Dodson. apod Vinasiscd’poacc- 
fullj a#jy, father or Ton and Fran- 
cs*. trandf.ii her of Avalon and Nevm. 
Funeral St Mary's. Abbott-; Ann. An- 
dt'U.T. nn FriiLiy 7 February at 2pm. 

Ill’RFORD: Jamcv Dnvul Kioohan 
Hurford MBE. suddenly, on Jan- 
uary !•*<?. aped 5 1 . in hospital, after 
a br:ne fiehl .igamM cancer. Dcarh 
loved husband of Kate Loving son of 
J»* anJ the late David Horiord. 
c ready kned hrothcr of Patricia and 
Caroline (Lulu). Much-loved tnoih- 
cr-tn-fcnt and uncle. Greatly missed 
hs all his family and friends. Funer- 
al service. Jpm. Wednesday 5 
Fehnian. at St Andrew’ 1 ; Church. 
Hioophion. Ketterinp. full owed by 
hunal at Broughton Cemeterv. En- 
quiries about Ihmcrs or donations 
lo Jack Warwick Funeral Service, 3a 
Wallis Rood. Kettering NNI5 6 NX. 
ti|536 SSoJS. 

NEWBURY: Raw DA. peacefully, on 
3U January IW, at the Roval (Jail- 
ed Hospital. Bath, aped Si Dearly 
vd hikdvand of Yvonne, devoted fa- 
ther of Richard. John and Jcnmr. and 
fond grandfather of Viola, Edward. 
T-in cred. Arthur, Crcsndj and Billy. 
Funeral service ji Havoombc Cre- 
matorium. Bath, at ilXtom on 5 
February. Famfl) flowers uuh-, hut do- 
na I jonv. if dewed, to the RM1B, eio 
Hooper and Son. 13 St James Parade, 
Bath. 
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Birthdays 

TODAY: Lord Abernethy, a Senator 
of lire College of Justice in Scotland, 
59; Dr Christopher Barnett, Head- 
master, WhitpTi SchooL Croydon, 44; 
Sir Kenneth Bond, former vice- 
chairman, GEC, 77; Sir Peter Crill. 
judge. Court of Appeal of Jersey and 
Guernsey, 72: Mrs Jos ce line Dim- 
bteby. cookery writer, 54; Professor 
Sir Sam Edwards, physicist, 69: Mrs 
Virginia Elliot, Three-Day Eventcr, 
4i Mr Don Evcriy, singer, 60; Sir 
Douglas HaJI Bt, former overseas 
governor, 88; Hildegardc (Miss 
Hildcgarde Sell ), singer and actress. 
91: Sir Gordon Hobday, former 
Chancellor, Nottingham University, 
81: Mr Adam Ingram MP. 50: Pro- 
fessor Douglas Johnson, historian of 
France. 72; Sir Maurice Laing. life 
president, John Laing pic, 79; Mr 
John Donald McCall, former chair- 
man, Consolidated Gold Fields. 8ft; 
Sir Stanley Matthews, footballer, 
S2; Sir John Mott, former chairman 
and chief executive of r paA, 65; 
Professor Sir Mark Richmond, mem- 
ber. Schoot of Public Policy, Uni- 
versity CbUege London, 66: Mr Peter 
Sollis, actor, 76; Mr Andrew Smith 
MP, 46; Dame Muriel Spark, novel- 
ist 7* Sir Peter TtpseU MP. 67: Miss 

Rcnaus Tebaldi, operatic soprano, 75: 
Mr Boris Yeltsin. President of the 
Russian Federation. 66. 

TOMORROW: Mr Ken Bruce, 
broadcaster. 46s Sir Gordon Bryce, 
former Chief Justice of the Ba- 
hamas, 84; The Earl of Clarendon, 
former chairman and wianapwfl di- 
rector, Seccombc. Marshal] and 
Campion. 64; Dr Macdonald Crilch- 
ley, neurologist. 97; Mr Andrew 
Davis, conductor, and musical di- 
rector. Glyndcboume Festival Opera, 
53: The Vexy Rev Dr Victor de 
WbaL former Dean of Canterbury, 68; 
Mr Abba Ebon, former Israeli for- 
eign minister. 82; Mr Glynn Edwards, 
actor. 66; Sir Norman Fowler MP, 59; 
M Valery Giscard d’ Estaing, former 
French president, 71; Mr Hugbic 


Green, former television presenter, 
77; Mr Marcus Hope, ambassador 
to Zaire. 55; Mr David Jason, actor, 
57; Mr David Jones, chief executive. 
Next. 54; Sir Chips Keswick, chair- 
man, Hambros Bank; 57; Mr Barry 
McGuigaa. boxer, 36: Dame Alta 
Meyodi, former senior crvfl servant. 
94; Miss Libby Puives, writer and 
broadcaster, 47; Miss Elaine Stritch, 
actress and singer, 70. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: John Philip Kemble, 
actor, 1757; Louis- Angus tc-Blanqui, 
socialist, 1805; Dame Clara Ellen 
Bun, contralto singer. 1872; John 
Ford (.Sean Aktysius OTeama), film 
director, 1895; William dark Gable, 
actor. 1901. Deaths: Rene Descartes, 
scientist and philosopher. 165G; John 
Lempriere, classical scholar, 1S24; 
Mary WoUstonecrafl SbeDey (God- 
win), author of Fnmkemron. 1851; 
Piet Mondrian, abstract painter, 
1944; Buster (Joseph Francis) 
Keaton, comedian, 196ft. On this day: 
the fast meeting of tbc US Supreme 
Court took place, 1790; Mount Etna, 
Sicily, began violent eruptions, 1865; 
the first volume of the Oxford Eng- 
lish Dictionary was published, 1884; 
the fust British labour exchanges 

opened, 1910; dothes rationing cod- 
ed in Britain, 1949: Ronald Biggs, 
train robber, was arrested in Rio de 
Janeiro, 1974. Today is the Fast Day 
of St Bride or Biigid of Kildare, & 
Henry Morse, St John of the Grot- 
in& St Pfoniiis, St Sciriol and Sr Sige- 
bert m of Austrasia. 

TOMORROW: Births: (Eleanor) 
Nell Gwynn, actress and mistress of 
Charles H, 1650: Charles- Maurice de 
TaQeyrand-Pcrigord, statesman and 
diplomat, 1754; Henry Havelock El- 
lis, psychologist, 1859; James Au- 
gustine Joyce, author, 1882; Les 
(Leslie) Dawson, comedun. 1934. 
Deaths: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palest- 
rina, composer. 1594; Bertrand Rus- 
sell, third Earl Russell, philosopher. 


1970: Alistair Maclean, novelist, 
1987; Bernard B raden, bro adcaster, 
1993; Fred Feny (Frederick John Par- 
ry), tennis-player, businessman and 
broadcaster, 1995; Donald Pleas- 
ant*, actor. 1995; Gene Kelly (Eu- 
gene Curran Kelly), dancer and 
singer. 1996. On this day: at the Bat- 
tle of Mortimer's Cross, the Yorkists 
defeated the Lancastrians, 1461; 
Greece declared wax on Tkrkey, 
1878; bread rationing was intro- 
duced in Britain. 1917; in Uganda, 
Maj-Geu Idi Amin declared himse lf 
to be absolute ruler, 1971; a mob in 
Dublin burned down the British 
Embassy, 1972. Tomorrow is (be 
Feast Day of St AdalbaJd of 
Ostrevant, St Joan de Lestonnac, 
The Martyrs of Ebsdorf and The 
Purification. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Richard Stemp, 
“Cats (i);.Barocd, The Madonna and 
Chtidnith Saint Joseph and the Infant 
Baptist [‘La Madonna del Gatto')”, 
12pm. 

Tfcte Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“The Victorian Age of Revivals", 
(pm. 

British Museum: George Hart, 
‘Temples of Egyptian Nubia", 
1 . 15 pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Sarah O'Brien TVrohig, 
“Commenlhle: Joseph Beuys", 4pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Maty 
Coimatty, “ The Passport to Good 
Society’: dress and etiquette at 
Queen Victoria's court". 3pm. 

Dinners 

Defeats and Security Fornm 
Lady Olga Maitland MP, President, 
Defence and Security Forum, host- 
ed a dinner yesterday evening at the 
House of Lords, London SWl, spon- 
sored by the Earl of Lauderdale. Mr 
Terry Waite was the speake r. 


When 30ft icicles hang by the wall 


Tbe link between Die Bishop of Liverpool 
and home maintenance is not a strong one. 
unless David Sheppard finds himself do- 
ing more of it when be retires in October. 
But it’s my home fm thinking ofi and 
something the Bishop said when he an- 
nounced his retirement this week. 

I mention borne maintenance with 
trepidation, knowing how dull it can be. 
When 1 was a teenager, my parents spent 
many hours deep in conversation with their 
friends about centra) heating and loft in- 
sulation, interspersed by occasional an- 
tiphons on the merits of anaglypta. I 
counted tbe minutes tOI I conid slip up- 
stairs with their sons to talk football and 
look at pictures of naked women. (Just 
imagine, though, if my parents and their 
friends bad talked about football and 
naked women: I would have died.) 

Now I am a home owner rayselt the 
cupboards upstairs are full of tools, even 
though I try not to talk about them too 
much. None of the tools was any use, how- 
ever, -when 8 damp patch appeared on the 
wall in the baby’s room during the cold 
spell last month. The cause remained a 
mystery, until our neighbours reported a 
30-foot icicle hanging right down the side 
of the house. 

My older children took me to see it 
when I got back from work. It was not a 
thin pointy one, but an uneven, ugly, wide 
thing. Tbm, 12, pulled it, to see if it would 
move. Suddenly the thing broke off. and 
huge, heavy blocks of ice smashed down. 
They missed him by inches. 

Ai the weekend, I leaned out of a top- 
floor window to discover the cause. An 
overflow pipe from the water tank was go- 
iflf drip . , . pause . . . dm . . . pause . . . 
drip. Those lazy, off-band drops of water 
conid have killed my son. 


faith^n 


reason 


Paul Handley considers the 
formidable Liverpool 
partnership of Derek Worlock, 
who died last year, and David 
Sheppard, who this week 
announced his retirement. 

David Sheppard was talking about the 
sectarian haired that existed in Liverpool 
within living memory. “Don't trust Mrs 
Murphy: she’s a Catholic"; “Don’t play with 
the children next door they’re Jews". When 
he and Derek Worlock, his Roman 
Catholic counterpart, arrived in the city, 
they were both told, “Things have calmed 
down; don't rock the boaL" What existed, 
however, was not unity and friendliness, 
but rather what Sheppard caDs “polite sep- 
arate development”. Sheppard and Wor- 
lock decided not to rock tbefroat exactly, 
but to push it towards the shore. The boat 
has swayed a few times. But, after years 
of steady pressure, it is now beached. 

What was impressive was the quiet, de- 
termined way Sheppard and Worlock 
operated- They ensured that they acted as 
one: speaking together, camp aigning to- 
gether, even writing together. The only 
thing they weren’t able to do was quit 
together Derek Worlock died last year. 

This is where the icicle comes in. Irish . 
Catholics have suffered for' centuries 
from lazy, off-hand drips of cruelty atlhe 
hands of the English. They have re- 


sponded, particularly in this century, and 
so the icicle has stretched acres the 
Sea, to Liverpool in particular. •* V . 

The easiest solution to an kkfc fatpwaft 
for a thaw. The problem is, though, thBl 
the thaw may be a long time coming; in _«* 
meantime, the icicle fa damaging flefenlo-. 
vug. Anotteroptionfcfottyfojffiftdo wq : 

I^^paid mt^Woriock 1 ^md a.thoti w^y 
- to apply a gentle bat steady warmth- 

I used to think that the hatredand fear 
expressed by whole communities 
simply individual hatred and fe&r duph -- 
cated. I now see it as almost a different 
eleraenL Whereas individual anhnflaff- 680 
melt quite quickly when warmed faff® - ' 
peated contact with the object of thal hos- 
tility, group hatred works as a sort Of 
pcrmafrosL When enough people believe 
the same thing and act in the same way, 
those beliefs and thal behaviour become 
part of a community’s story, to be retold 
to successive generations. 

In such circumstances, to.waitfor a thaw 
. is vain; to attempt force is dangero%as 
the British government found 25 yean ago 

this week. The only solution that I can see 

working is when the true leaders of op- 
posing communities, leaders who have the ; 
respect of rheir own people, agree to work 
together towards unity and peace- lb be 
successful, they need a part nerof similar 
stature whom they can mist; they need 
persistence; and they need time.' V 

Because of Sheppard's surprising lack 
of preferment, he and Worlock ted that 
last, precious element. Few other lea* 15 
do. Mandela and.de Klerk dkk Arafat and 
Begin didn't Elsewhere, no partnership 
exists. Sheppard and Worlock nave pulled 
a city together. But who is there in 
Ireland who will do such a thing? 
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Forget the lectures. Young people need facts 


T T i? r a ^. Vom g’ our aaitutSirc often 


lagter’s claim that taking drugs is like «W- 

tea ” ** ^y 5 being told 
hy pohtioans n °t to have sex, although polity 
“a^fhmiselvw seem to enjoy it in all sorts 
crcunistances. And this week 

STEP'S. ° f I^bbcians asked for then- 
votes, although under- 18s don’t have them. 

J^g ago, tea was considered a threat to 
soaal order. Now it is the drug of choice for 
the over-sixties. More recently, civilisation as 
we know it was threatened by rock ’n’ rolL 
Now the generation that was corrupted by it 
is running the country, although there is a dis- 
sonance between the rebelliousness of youth 
and the conservatism of maturity. This year 
we are likely to have a prime minister who 
once snarled Mick Jagger lyrics in purple 
loon^ but who speaks wmningly of strong 
families. He may not have done drugs, but he 
surety knows a lot of people who did. 

It is on drugs that the gap between what 
people actually think and what it is consid- 
ered proper to say is greatest. Both Noel Gal- 
lagher and Brian Harvey, the East 17 singer, 
provided an instant self-rebuttal service of 
which the political parties would be proud. Mr 
Gallagher did not actually retract what he 


said, but when someone is “glad to have 
started a debate” you can hear the clatter of 
backpedalling. Clare Short and the Liberal 
Democrat conference have both called for a 
debate and look what happened to them. Mr 
Harvey was not in such a strong position. 
Despite a 180-degree U-turn within hours, he 
was sacked by the rest of his dean-living band. 

The gap is rapidly becoming unbridgeable, 
and it cannot be long now before the posses- 
sion of some controlled drugs is decrimi- 
nalised. Of all attitudes on social issues, views 

on the leg^lkatton nf rannahk have undergone 
the most dramatic transformation of the past 
decade. Since 1983, support for legalisation 
has gone up from 12 to 31 per cent, with a 
majority now in favour among under-25s. 

The Independent has long argued that 
cannabis should be legalised and licens ed , and 
removed from the clutches of organised crime. 
We might draw the line at commercial adver- 
tising (imagine the slogan, “lust Say Yes”), but 
pur main reservation about cannabis is that it 
makes people boring. The same argument 
probably applies to ecstasy- but, as we report 
today, the political hysteria about the drug is 
inhibiting research. It may be that regular users 
are prone to depressive Alnesses, but not 
enough is known about the long-term effects. 

Objective information is the key, and our 
view is that, on the whole, young people are 
quite capable of making sophisticated deci- 



sions if they are given the facts. In spite of ter- 
rible tragedies like the death of Leah Berts, 
young people will mostly make rational 
choices for themselves and attempts at total 
prohibition will generally fail. Young people 
know that some drugs are dangerous, that 
injecting is not a good idea, and that the peo- 
ple who get into “hard” drugs usually have 
otter problems. In fact, most young people 
are probably better informed about drugs 
than most politicians. They know that politi- 
cians speak with forked tongue on this sub- 
ject, and they can spot the illogicality of ban- 
ning some boring drugs and not others 
(alcohol, for example, which causes more 
death and dismay than any other drug avail- 
able). What young people want from their 
eiders is not lectures on subjects they know 
little about but advice based on experience: 
about how to avoid getting emotionally 
screwed up, about education and job choices. 
Bap stars may not be the best role models, but 
at least they speak from personal experience. 
And most people are well aware of their fal- 
libility. We all remember an earlier cup of tea, 
when’ Boy George said he preferred one to sex. 
but later admitted he was lying. 

The big question is: at what age should peo- 
ple be allowed to make responsible decisions? 
And the answer for drugs is the same as for 
most other things. Eighteen is the age at which 
we become self-governing adults, 'with some 


flexibility downwards under parental super- 
vision in some things and some anomalies 
upwards, such as the ban on being a parlia- 
mentary or local council candidate until 21. 

Heterosexual sex and smoking at 16, and dri- 
ving at 17, are the main exceptions. These are 
untidy evidence of our inconsistent attitudes. 
Smolong, like marriage, should of course only 
be allowed with parental consent between 16 
and IS. After that it shouldn't be allowed at 
all. And men should not be allowed to drive 
cars or motorbikes until they arc 21; women, 
who are much more responsible, should be per- 
mitted to drive from, lei’s say, 14. 

As for sex, the formal age of consent is much 
less important than information and educa- 
tion. not just about sex but about relationships, 
bringing up children and self-esteem. And to 
put the moral panic in perspective, there has 
been no change in the rate of pregnancies 
among under-16s since the Seventies. 

We sec no reason, however, why the “age 
of majority” should generally be brought 
down from IS, and so we do not support the 
Liberal Democrat plea to give the rate to 16- 
year-olds. The right to vote is perhaps the 
most important badge of adulthood and it 
should stay right where it is, marking the move 
from dependence on one’s parents, to trying 
to make some sense of the world on your awn. 
How many of us, a decade or so further on, 
think we are any better at it now? 


- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- 

Toyota warning means Britain must choose to join Europe or join the Third World 


Sin It is with no surprise that J bear 
the news that Toyota are no longer 
going to invest in Britain if we do not 
join the European single c u rre n cy 
(report, 30 January). This is the sort 
of thing 1 feared would happen if we 
stood shivering and complaining on 
the brink of full European 
membership. 

The reason that so much Japanese 
industry has invested in Britain in 
recent years is that we are in the EU. 
If we do not commit ourselves fully 
and properly, Toyota and other 
Japanese companies will withdraw 
from this country, leaving us with a 


vast increase in unemployment and a 
greatly depleted manufacturing base, 
not to mention vastly reduced 
exports and a large (or even larger) 
balance of payments deficit. Cheap 
manufacturing bases are becoming 
available all the time in Eastern 
Europe. It is essential to main* our 
membership of the EU full and solid 
ifwearenot to become a Third 
World nation. 

PHILIP BAKER 
OtteryStMary, Devon 

Sir It comes as no surprise that the 
federalists have called upon the 


opinions of the Toyota chairman to 
support their cause, nor that they 
ignore the fact that Norway has 
enjoyed an increase in inward 
investment since refusing to join the 
European Union. 

However this affair brings in 
sharper focus the decision the British 
people now face. Even were it to be 
true, which h is not, that withdrawal 
from the European Union would 
entail financial penalties, are they 
prepared to see their birthright and 
freedoms treated as commodities to 
be sold, and to see the levers of fiscal 
control pass out of the hands of their 


elected representatives for ever? Car 
maters may come and go but our 
democratic system is worth a mil li nn 
such. 

COUNBULLEN 
National Membership Secretary 
UK Independence Parly 
Tonbridge, 

Kent 

Sin Sir Tfeddy Taylor's Article 
“Beware! VAT on food” (29 
January), though broadly accurate, is 
misleading in one notable omission - 
we already have VAT on food in the 
UK Most snacks, biscuits. 


confectionery, fruit juices and soft 
drinks incur VAT at 17-5 per cent, 
which was not imposed by Brussels 
but under the present gavemmenL 
Other EU countries tax these 
products at lower rates. 

Furthermore, the current EU legal 
position (Directive 92/77/EEC) was 
agreed by EU finance ministers 
voting in unanimity in 1 992. This 
directive was signed on behalf of the 
UK government by the then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Norman Lamont MP. 

PATRICIA MUKIAGH 
London SE1I 


Why we should hail Swampy 
and friends as patriotic heroes 


Sir Your brief editorial nod (30 
January) to the underground protests 
on the route of the A30, with its 
grudging admiration, fails to give 
proper recognition to the issues 
involved. 

Swampy and his fellow tunneflers 
would be hailed as heroes if their 
passive and ingenious resistance to 
the road-building sickness were seen 
not as anarchic mischief but as a 
Spirited defence of our land, our 
country. They have been putting 
their lives in danger to protect a strip 
of ordinary England from being lost 
for ever to tarmac, exhaust fumes and 
the inescapable roar of traffic. 

BEN BYDAWELL 
Tcnbury Wells, Worcestershire 

Sin You have made a serious error in 
giving so much prominence to the 
tunneUers protesting against the A30 
road development 

I am sure that if the under-sheriff 
had overstepped the accepted 
boundaries of behaviour, the 
tunnellers and their supporters 
would be among the first to invoke 
the law. But because they do not 
accept the proper planning decisions 
achieving by following all the lengthy 
procedures established by 
Parliament we as taxpayers have to 
pay the bill for them to be evicted. 

One cannot pick which laws to 
obey and which to defy. It is nonsense 


for you to label these anarchic 
protesters heroes. 

JM MURPHY 
Brussels 

Sin Your report on the latest Soaal 
Trends publication (30 January) 
states that “the British remain 
stubbornly wedded to their cars”. 
This implies that car dependency is 
something deep in the British psyche. 
There is no need to be so fatalistic. 

As you report elsewhere on the 
same day, one of the reasons car 
use has increased in the last fifteen 
years is that buses have become 
more expensive, more unreliable 
and less frequent as a result of 
deregulation. Car usage depends in 
part on decisions made by millions 
of individuals, but in part too on 
decisions made by government. 

One reason the Dutch cycle so 
much, for example, is because a 
Dutch government decided in the 
1970s to improve provision for 
cyclists. 

STEPHEN TINDALE 
Director 

The Green Alliance 
London WC2 

Sir The under-sheriff of Devon may 
be right to say that he had no powers 
to negotiate with the A30 protesters, 
but he was wrong to call their 
demand for a new public inquiry into 



Bicycles m Amsterdam; How government policy can wean us off our 
dependency on the car Photograph: Pater Macdiarmid 


and “totally 
28 January). 


the scheme “tot 

(reports, 27, 

luary) 

This scheme, the Newbury by-pass, 
and aD the other road-building 
proposals in the road programme 
were “justified” by reference to the 
impossibly high long-term traffic 


forecasts made in 1989. The 
Government recently decided to 
support the Road Traffic Reduction 
BuL Logic demands that it should 
now reassess the whole of its road 
programme. 

STEPHEN PLOWDEN 
London NWl 


Bottle-fed, but still 
eats his greens 

Sin Dr Laurence VQlard (letter 28 
January) says his children eat their 
ereens because they were breast-fed 
2nd never had bottled babyfood. I 
have a son. now a strapping 23-year- 
old, whoa! so eats his greens, and 
always has. f still recall hearing him, 
at the age of four, haranguing a 
friend because she did not like 
salad. 

Unlike Dr ViDanTs children, he 
was bottle-fed and ate only prepared 
ba byfoods, after making ws views on 
my laboriously prepared bome- 
pureed dinners abundantly clear. 
However. likeDrVaiard, we did, and 
still do. have meals together where 
possible, and they are still something 
of an occasion. 

I suspect, however, that some 
children are just faddy by nature, and 
neither Dr Vulard’s remedies nor 
mine would make the least scrap of 
difference. I should know - 1 was one. 
KIRSTEN ELUOTT 
Bath 



Sift 1 have ajwHjra UIUU£UL u*w* 

something a little odd about my 14- ■ 
vear-old son. Readingyonr 

newspaper has enlightened me: he 

likes all vegetables except parsnips, 
apd activities such as Combined 
Cadet Force field days are meat and 
drink to him. I fear for his future- 
will he be a sorial outcast? 
yjyjgNNELEYLAND 
WalsaU, 

West Midlands 


Hint from the Government: get out of that state school 


Sin In response to your leading 
article on education (27 January), I 
drawyour-attention to one of the 
more cruel aspects of selection and 
choice in our education system. 

I recently came across a copy of the 
Government’s guide to its supported 
places scheme, which funds private 
education for selected individuals 
who could not otherwise afford iL 
The front of the pamphlet suggested 
some criteria for parents to consider. 

As I have a five-year-old sot at 
school I was horrified to see, top of 
the list “Is your child intelligent?” 
Does this mean that if my son is 
intelligent, the state system will 
probably fail him? The suggestion 
seems to be: “Get him out now 


before too much damage is done.” 
The next thought was that my son's 
access to a “superior” education 
system is dependent on his 
intelligence, whereas for 99 per cent 
of private school pupils it is merely 
the size of the parents* wallet. 

How can we continue to justify the 

privatisation of standards in 
education according to wealth? 
ANDREW BARRINGTON 

Harrow, Middlesex 

Sin “Popular schools which are 
oversubscribed wfll be given the 
resources to expand." f Reading 
standards at low point , 27 January). 
This dreadful Conservative promise 
always omits the inevitable sequel: 


They wfll then become exceedingly 
large and impersonal and thus less 
popular.” 

And the corollary, too obvious for 
members of the Government to need 
to say at all: “Do not suggest 
expanding the public school which I 
used to attend, because this oould 
alter its character.” 

Fbr the last forty years, size, and 
with it bureaucracy, have increased 
steadily in secondary schools. If the 
Government's idea of a reward for 
success is a further increase in size, is 
it surprising that those who joined 
the teaching profession 30 or 40 years 
ago react by making for the exit? 
IVOR CHAPMAN 
London E17 


More beds no cure-all for crisis in the mental health services 


Sir: Marjorie Wallace of SANE 
(letter, 30 January) over-simplifies 
the situation in our mental health 
services. The solution to the 
problems highlighted in the recent 
Kings Fond report does not lie in 
opening more bedsperse. 

In Lambeth. Southwark and 
Lewisham in south London, acute 
admission beds have remained stable 
in the last few years. The closure of 
the asylums has cut the back-ward 
beds which boused the old long-stay 
-population, most of whom have been 


resettled into supported 
accommodation in the community. 
However, what was not planned for 
was the “new long-stay” population - 
those who fo rme rl y would have been 
the candidates for the back wards 
which no longer exist The evidence 
suggests that it is because of the lack 
of suitable facilities for this group 
that acute beds are blocked, leading 
to intolerably high occupancy levels. 

There are, of course, two solutions 
to this problem. We can eitber go 
backwards and reopen long-stay beds 


in axioms or we can go forwards by 
creating high-support units in the 
community that offer the chance of 
long-term rehabilitation. The second 
option is, of course, more expensive 
and my fear is that no political party 
is offering to make available the 
resources. 

Marjorie Wallace's demand fbr 
more beds could lead us back down a 
path that we abandoned over 30 
years ago. 

TONY GOSS 
London SEI5 


Letters should be addmsed to Letter* to Ihe Edilm; Tbe Independent, One Canada Square, Canacy Wb&i£ London E14 5DL 
(fa; 0171-25*3 S Bft e-msil: teBBl§MynfaUDLik> and include a daytime telephone nnmbet 
wwi y h» and darite.Vfe regret we arc nnable to adniowiedxe onpcMijlifed tetters. 


Hunger strikers’ 
rights denied 

Sir The one piece of good news to 
have come out of the crisis over the 
hunger strikers is that the 
Government has derided not to detain 
asylum seekers on a second-hand 
American prison ship. That would 
have been even more awful than being 
locked up in Rochester prison. 

However, hunger strikes by asylum 
detainees are not about the 
conditions of detention, but about the 
fact of detention. The vast majority of 
detained asylum seekers have not 
been brought before any court or 
been charged with any crime. There is 
no way in which the legality of their 
detention can be tested in the courts, 
and there is no limit on the time for 
which they maybe held. The Home 
Office refuses to give written reasons 
for detaining them. They feel a deep 
sense of injustice. 

M LOUISE PLROUET 
Charter ’ 87 
Cambridge 

Sir. As there is no vote in admitting 
some 5,000 stateless Indians from 
Hong Kong, your leading article “Our 
duty to give a home to Empire’s 
orphans” (30 January) will fall on the 
deaf ears of the present Conservative 
government. 

My organisation lobbied for this 
veiy cause some eight years ago and 
was given an emphatic “no” by Peter 
Lloyd, the then minister at the Home 
Office. However, Roy Hanersley, 
shadow Home Secretary at that time, 
in his reply to oar lobbying, said: 
“Labour shall give Hong Kong 
residents of Indian descent, who 
would otherwise become stateless, a 
right of abode in the United Kingdom 
and eventually nationality.” 

Since then the present shadow 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, has 
given a commitment, during his visit 
in Hong Kong, to grant (he stateless 
Indians the ri^ht of abode and 
eventual British citizenship if desired 

Our campaigning for the stateless 
Indians wffi bear fruit if a Labour 
government is returned. 
TARAKUMAR MUKHERJEE 
President 

Confederation of Indian Organisations 
(UK) 

London SEl 

Sin It is fortunate for certain 
members of the Cabinet that the 
present government was not in power 
when their grandparents landed in 
this country. 

WKSMTTH 
High Peak, Derbyshire 


What gospel? 

Sir: The Virgin Birth, a Second 
Coming, miracles - all superstitious 
and anachronistic beliefs, according 
to the Rev Kenneth Wfison (letter, 29 
January). Would he care to inform 
your readers what he understands by 
the “real gospel message”, and on 
whai he bases his Good News? 
Certainty not the Scriptures. 

Professor D G BARNSLEY 
Ibgby, Leicestershire 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


S ilting behind a huge glass 
screen in a darkened 
room, surrounded by 
plates of half-eaten sand- 
wiches, warming beers and 
fetid colleagues, I have been 
staring for hours at you. I mean 
“you" collectively, you the 
readers. Yes, The Independent 
has fallen for the political and 
marketing fashion of the hour, 
the Focus Group. Over two 
nights, we watched sample 
groups of readers and non- 
readers pore over the paper, 
deride tins page, cheer that one 
and answerquestions such as: 
“If The Independent was a per- 
son/car, what sort of person 
would it be?" (John Cleese or 
Angus Deayton and a Saab, or 
VW Golf apparently.) 

Mock at your pern: this sort 
of consenting voyeurism has 
helped give birth to New 
Labour and informs the think- 
ing of everyone from magazine 
publishers to hair-conditioner 
manufacturers. As a result. 1 
am pleased to announce, 
important improvements wall 
follow shortly. The Independent 
is to change its name to “The 
Moderately Inoffensive"; the 
eagle will go. to be replaced by 
a cuddly pink puppy; and aU 
our papers wall come in future 
with valuable nutrients and 
added absorbent qualities. 

We report on our business 
pages today about the possi- 
bility of unearned lucre accru- 
ing ro the policy-holders of 
Scottish Amicable, as a result 
of the bid by Abbey National. 
Having missed out on every 
such windfall, I became 
excited: my only financial poi- 
nty is to bank, invest and insure 
only with Scottish companies - 
and the more Scottish the 
better. This time, I was sure, 1 
had to be a winner. Not so. 
After scrabbling in the the 
desk. 1 seem to be insured 
with its tougher-minded but 
lesser-known rival. Scottish 
Misanthropic. 

Few issues have divided our 
readers quite as much recently 
as the Royal Yacht, which 1 am 
by and large against and quite 
a’ few of you are for. Letters 
fiery, thoughtful, sarcastic and 
witty have been flying around, 
and some of the best have 
been primed over the past few 
days. But none was as straight 
to the point and as startling as 


that from Peter Boffin, of the 
Isle of Wight, who makes the 
case for the new yacht to be 
publicly funded - and then 
continues: “1 understand the 
cost is likely to be some £6Qm 
or. roughly. £1 per man. 
woman and child in the popu- 
lation. I enclose my cheque for 
£2.00 as the contribution from 
my wife and myself.” That’s 
putting your money where your 
views are. and 1 have sent Mr 
Boffin’s cheque to the Ministry 
of Defence, as requested. Per- 
haps this may be the faint stir- 
rings of a new civic movement, 
voluntary taxation. For those 
who wish to follow suiL the 
address is: Secretary of State’s 


The Independent’ 
is to change its 
name to The 
Moderately 
Inoffensive’. 
The eagle will go, 
replaced by a 
cuddly pink puppy 


Private Office. MoD, Main 
Building, Whitehall. London 
SW1A 2HB. 

A cheerful lunch yesterday 
with Richard Branson, who is 
negotiating with Chris Evans 
for a radio show and is prepar- 
ing a whole family of new prod- 
ucts, from perfumes to jeans 
while planning his next attempt 
at round-the-world balloon- 
ing, yields the following story. 
We were gossiping about jour- 
nalism and 1 wondered . 
whether Branson, who began 
with a student magazine, had 
ever considered going into 
newspapers? As it happened, 
said Branson, on the day after 
The Independent had’ been 
launched, he had been 
approached by a friend and 
asked if he would consider 
buying it. He pondered, 
scrutinised it and replied that 
... yes, he would. But he hadn’t 
realised it was for sale. No. said 
his friend after a small pause - 
he meant would Branson 
consider buying a copy of 
The Independent. 


Andress Man 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


It isa relief to be out - EHenor Hutson, lb. from Colchester, emerg- 
ing after five days in a runnel dug by protesters trying to stop mrit 
on the. 430 road improvement scheme near Exeter 
The English have an incredible appetite for serfdom. They are 
unique m that they abolished slavety 150 years before they abol- 
ished serfdom - Norman Stone, retiring Professor of Modem History 
at Oxford University 

Sleaze is more than a lurid headline. It signifies the total collapse 
of public confidence in government and all its dealings - Derek 
Foster, shadow Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
Every decent Essex household has a garden gnome. Where 1 once 
had a beautiful porch, 1 have Lady Thatcher on the right and John 
Major on the left Peering through the window s Kinnock - Tferesa 
Gorman, ToryMP 

One of those hassles in life is that no one understands the dif- 
ference between a viscount and 3 lord - Viscoant Thurso 
We often deride the popular press for being s implistic and v ulg ar, 
but it is so often an accurate barometer of the nation's mood. 1 
shall certainty keep taking the tabloids - Lord Taylor of Warwick 
I am appalled by the fiat ease with which my reputation as a scholar 
and my integrity as a human being is impugned - Professor 
Patricia W illiams , of Columbia University, New ybrk, this war's 
much-criticised BBC Keith Lecturer 








Swampy’s 


University 
of Action 

He emerged blinking and smiling after a 
week underground - hero, educator and the 
nation’s favourite activist By Louise Jury 


S wainpy emerged 

ing into camera tights 
brighter than daylight 
after 167 hours 
underground. 

Was it worth it? “Absolutely. 
It's the only way to gel a voice. 
If I wrote a letter to my MP 
would I have achieved aO this?" 
He gestured at the media scrum 
hanging on his every word. “I 
don't think so." 

At 930pm on Thursday, nine 
days ago, Swampy, Animal, 
M up pet Dave. Ian and John 
dived into the labyrinth of 
tunnels at Fairmile near 
Honiion, Devon, to begin their 
protest at the proposed A30 
extension scheme. 

When 23-year-old Swampy, 
(real name David Needs) 
became the last to give himself 
up after spending a week 35ft 
. deep in the red Devon soil, he 
fd( a point had been made. 

He was right: DBFO - 
Design Build Finance and 
Operate - does not yet trip 
light])' off the tongue, 'yet the 
protesters' anger at this gov- 
ernment road-ftmding arrange- 
ment has begun to inform 
discussions. Introduced two 
years ago, it means the new A30 
road is being financed and con- 
structed privately by a consor- 
tium called Connect which will 
be repaid by taxpayers over 30 
years based on the number of 
cars using the road. It is a prin- 
ciple that the protesters claim 
will encourage car use. More- 
over, how much it will actually 
cost is a commercial secret. 
Some estimates put the final bill 
at £200m. 


The protesters calculated 
that straightforward demons- 
trations would not be enough. 
The enormous turn-onts 
against the Newbury bypass 
had highlighted the problem of 
environmental destruction and 
sparked a debate on roads. 
Only something even more 
dramatic would arouse interest 
in a bureaucratic road-funding 
system no one understood, 
particularly when played out in 
far-off rural Devon. 

Enter Swampy. Arriving in 
the county two years ago, he set 
up ramp and began to dig. “He 
Just loved tunnels,” said a fellow 
protester. “He lives and 
breathes the protest,” added 
Karen, a regular at the New 
Fountain Inn in Whimple near 
the Allercombe and Fairmile 
camps where the small, softly 
spoken vegan would enjoy a 
drink with Anna, his student 
girlfriend from Exeter. 

Digging like a mole at what 
became known as the “univer- 
sity of action” often left him 
dirty and smelly. But he would 
politely remove his muddy 
boots before entering the pub. 
So quiet and polite, he was 
determined in argument and 
while never completely win- 
ning all the locals round, they 
all liked him. Landlord Paul 
Mallett even allowed him to 
stay at the pub one particularly 
cold night. “You’d never worry 
about him nicking things,” he 
said. 

Local popularity turned to 
national stardom. When The 
Independent first talked to 
Swampy last October, no one 
outside the Green movement 


had heard of him. But last 
week, as he dug deeper and 
deeper, spurning all the bailiffs 
appeals to come out, thwarting 
progress on removing the 
protest camp, he came to 
resent a struggle against 
which has won widespread 
public sympathy. 

When the bulldozers tore 
through Iwyford Down, the 
men and women who flung 
themselves in their path were 
seen as eco extremists, senti- 
mental at best, more likely anti- 
democratic, anti-authoritarian 
crushes. But as the march of the 
bulldozer progressed, more and 
more of huddle England joined 
the protest 

So in Devon, even villagers 
who strongly support the new 
road, having long despaired of 
the dangerous bends on the old, 
seem sympathetic to the young 
protesters. “Swampy's made 
people think,” Mr Mallett said. 

“The conventional approach 
seems to have failed,” said a 
nurse from Exeter who was 
bringing supplies to the camp. 
“I’ve never taken part in 
protests and I'm too old to be 
doing what these youngsters are 
doing. But they’ve got my 
support” 

I f the members of the public 
calling the dozens of radio 
phone-ins where the 
matter has been discussed this 
week are anything to go by, 
even the protesters who are 
singing on the dole are not uni- 
versally condemned. One corn- 
parry director said he paid thou- 
sands of pounds in taxes and 
VAT and was perfectly happy 



D isinfectant, nappies, washing materials - not what 
vi >u"d think nf giving som« me for winter. Bu t for 
an iinpmvrished mother in Bosnia trying to keep her 
child safe from infection, these basic essentials inside 
one ot our baby hoses would mean the wutUI. 

H would also mean tiial someone ares - somewhere 
somebody is thinking of her. and her effort* to protect her child. 

Children's Aid riirvct lias delivered bah) 1 boxes lull of 
essential item* directly into the hands of 33.000 
mothers in Bosnia - many of whom will he thing in 
war-damaged housing and in very basic 
conditions this winter. 

Please, if you possibly can. send a 
hahy box to Bosnia this winter - 
and help a mother keep her 
baby safe. 

lust call us on 09Wi 
Hi N Ni 10 or complete the 
coupon ivluif. Feel free to 
send a message of support to a 
Bosnian mother - we ll put it 
in yout bahv box for vuu. 


What's inside? 



18 nappies 

(10Cr:° cotter-muslin) 

■ 20C nappy liners 

• 8 safety pins 

• 1 baby grow 

. 3 pairs plestic baby pjnts 

• 100 baby wipes in a tub 
■ line and caster oil 

. 3 mild baby soaps 
. 500ml baby shampoo 

. 250-30Qml baby lotion 
• sponge and small '.cwcl 
. 400g block washing soap 
. feeding bowl and 2 spoons 
, teething ring 
. breastfeeding leaflet 
All enclosed in o re-usable 
waterproof box. 

,ftcr: Itms !d line l.te cu/denS ol In? 
iva (T.cy ny ispenoin - j on Hi? weds 
tfthfrtitter....) 




With tewe from a friend.., 

CcflWW 600610 now to IBS us how many baby boxes yuu would Eke to sent 
OH please ranplete and return tte form, 

se send baby booties) otSMeodi on my behalf. 

I endoseo cheque for £. 
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for some of that money to go to 
those who had drawn attention 
to what was happening. 

Yet the protest camp was ille- 
gal: the Under Sheriff of Devon 
has had court orders to evict the 
trespassers from three A3D 
camps -Allercombe, Troflheim 
and Fairmile - since October. 

Allercombe went first, in a 
cleverly timed eviction on 27 
December when many protest- 
ers had returned to families for 
Christmas. Trollheim was next 
with evictions on the weekend 
of the first anniversary of work 
beginning at Newbury, when 
the Under Sheriff knew that 
many of the Devon protesters 
would be at the Berkshire raUy. 

He moved into Riinmle mid- 
evening on Thursday last week 
while many of the protesters 
were in the Volunteer pub in 
nearby Otteiy Si Mary for a 
dole -cheque-day drink. 

Only the moon lit the way as 
100 men dressed all in blade 
stepped soundlessly in each 
other’s footsteps through the 
field to start the Fairmile evic- 
tion. At the head of the police, 
security guards and bafliffc, the 
local gamekeeper, chosen for 
his knowledge of the terrain, 
carefully placed his band on his 
hard helmet. As one, the line 
froze. A barn owl flew over. 
The men moved on. 

It almost worked. But as 
they neared the heavily fortified 
camp above the equally well- 
defended labyrinth of tunnels. 


they were spotted. The cry went 
up - ‘Arugal" - the noise used 
to signal trouble on submarines. 
Protesters who had been heat- 
ing their staple diet of baked 
beans over a camp fire leapt up 
and ran. 

On the site, the eviction force 
was laying ladders to read) the 
dry moat - the outer ring of the 
campaigners’ defences. They 
were in. But the warning 
created enough of a delay to , 
allow Swampy, Dave, Ian, John 1 
and 16-year-old Animal - the 
only woman-down the tunnels 
while others shinned up the 
trees. Battle had begun. 

Trained climbers were 
brought in to shin the trees, 
plucking the tree house pro- 
testers off one by one. The last, 
21-year-old Craig, had been a 
security guard at Newbury who 
swapped rides, he claimed, in 
disgust at how the protesters 
were treated. He came down, 
he said, when it became dear 
the authorities intended starv- 
ing him oo.L 

. But underground, food sup- 
plies were not a problem. After 
months of planning, candles, 
food, even books and bedding, 
were all in place. Starving the 
Fairmile Five ont was not an 
option - at least not for weeks. 

The tunnellers risked more 
than empty stomachs. They 
were adamant that their elab- 
orate underground, fortified 
network was safe. But the tun- 
nels alarmed the Under Sher- 


i proi 

dad tunnellers known as Thun- 
derbirds brought in to shore 
them up. As the soil dried out. 
the risk of collapse increased 
dramatically. 

Although none of the pro- 
testers believed Swampy and 
the other four wanted to be 
martyrs, thff ririf, the\bailiff 


; first of the' five .wai captured. 
Johd tofoodhams,' ’ a 42-year- 
old builder from Titles, was 
tricked into reaching out for a 
newspaper said to have his 
photograph on the cover. 
Within hours, fearful for the 
health of “Animal” - the 16- 
year-old EHenor Hutson from 
Colcheter, Essex -work began 
on chipping her free from a 
concrete .block known as a 
“lock-on" to which she had 
chained herself. 

T his intelligent schoolgirl 
wooed all in right on 
Tuesday when she 
explained in her articulate envi- 
ronmental patter: “I am a 
peaceful protester protecting 
the environment I was arrested 
and treated as a criminal while 
the perpetrators of violence on 
that environment are finan- 
cially rewarded by our govern- 
ment at the expense of the 
taxpayer.” One newspaper 
offered her a a column but she 
declined. 

The wait went on for the 


remaining three while protest- 
ers outride kept up morale with 
music and a programme of 
good-humoured “flufficatiou" - 
tickling the security guards with 
feather, dusters. And so on 
Thursday with the previous 
underground protest record of 
six days broken, the riege began 
to draw to ah eidi,! * .j 

Moppet Dave, ‘ sor named 
after ms dog but whose real 
, name is David Hcrivarth.'Ieft his 
’ tunnel at‘ll.l5km‘bn Thursday 
after he was caught by baillifs* 
men sinking a shaft to break in 
beneath the steel door where 
he was hiding. Ian Williamson 
came out at 3pm after negoli- 
atinga cigarette, a cop of coffee 
and a chance to talk to the ipress 
before being carted off for 
police questioning. 

Only Swainpy remained. The 
chief lunneuer admitted it 
would be days before they 
could reach him in the tightly 
fitting “worm hole” he was stflJ 
digging, disposing of the soil 
down a shaft beneath him. But 
with the A30 Action Group 
growing increasingly worried, 
two members spoke to him 
through the authority’s com- 
munications line underground 
and Swampy agreed he would 
come out. 

Telling the Sheriff’s men to 
arrange for the press to greet 
him, so he could hammer home 
his message, he gathered his 
belongings into a Tosco bag, 
and emerged for a cup of coffee 


and a phonecaD to his mum. . 

At timsiftyesteiday,tkk^ 
sticks remainajjlanted in the 
ground while the Under 
Sheriff’s officers searched the 
underground kbyrinth, making 
sure no one could be left inside. 
That work could take a week 
and then the land wtQ. be 
handed badyto Cp/uwct 4tnd 
the last pf as 

road-budding SUzts- .’ 

The cohsr^tim hfid known 
when it’Vfotf '‘-me 1 wnnactlast . 
sirouner that the protesters 
would have to be evicted so 
they have always fcen pre- 
pared to wafo ^Security costs 
were built intdtheir confiden- 
tial contract vriththe Highways 
Agency. The JBftyxp costs of 
policing by DfiVdf and Corn- 
wall officers wi^ttbqnwbyihe 
Force itself. ■ JF.’ 

Many of th^protesters are 
now going bomeibtarestwith 
their families. JohnWoodhams 
has two teenage dnKken and a 
mortgage so is returning to bis 
building trade. Animal may gP 
on to a demo at Gufidford, but 
she has to decide soon on tak- 
ing up a sixth-form placfe kept 
open for her. 

The tunnellers may be in 
demand at Manchester where 

tirecontroveirial^ffportexten- 
sksn is looldngstf.to be another 
envixonmraxtalbattiegroun d. 

Meanwhile, as one of the 
Under ShesfiTs men admitted: 
Swampy and Co are cult 
heroes. 
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jo brand’s 


Australia Pay was cel ebra ted 

on television this week with a 
few Australian films and 
programmes which were 
introduced from some hall 
which appeared to be full of 
drunken blokes, most of 
whom were, I assume, 
Australian and looked as 
frightening as the characters 
who then popped up in Mad 
Max. The compere for the 
evening was the ubiquitous 
Jonathan Coleman, he of 
Virgin Radio and beer ads. 
He kicked off the evening by 
running us through some very 
basic history and mentioned 
the day that the British 
claimed Australia for their 
own. passing comment as he 
went, that it was not a great 
day for the Aboriginals. 
“Aha," I thought, “he is going 
to acknowledge the suffering 
those people went through/ 
But, having made that 
statement, he just went on to 
say, “but enough of thar” and 
moved on. Well, I'm sure the 
indigenous peoples of 
Australia must be so pleased 
that their entire tragic history 
was so eloquently and 
profoundly tackled. No 
wonder they feel that no one 
gives a toss. 

Ob dean two- thirds of . 
Church of England vicars 


cannot remember the Ten 
Commandments and it seems 
that some of them can only 
remember two, which include 
“Thou shah not commit 
adultery”. Given the “randy 
vicar” stereotype, which has 
been with us for some time 
now, they must obviously be 
thinking about It a lot U is a 
little worrying that something 
which should really be 
imprinted on their minds has 

somehow managed to leak 

onL ft’s not as n 10 is a ■ 

particularly large number 
either A former Archbishop 
of Canterbury remarked 
that they were just “caught 
on the hop”. No wonder 
we’re all falling apart morally 
if this mob can’t even keep 
the most basic of God’s rules 
in their heads. 

I received a very strange 
letter from Brixton police 
station this week informing 
me - “Mr Joe Bryant” (who 
says the police aren’t very 
good at spelling, or telling 
what sex you are, for that 
matter?) - that since my flat 
was burgled in 1991, there 
have been “developments”. 
This letter was posted last 
July and had sat on the .floor 
of my old flat since then. 
Needless to say, Tm having . 
troubfo contacting the 




detective in question, but i 
am intrigued. The flat was 
burgled while I was in 
hospital suffering an allergic 
reaction to hair colour and 
doing a very reasonable 
impression of a 60-year-old 
Vietnamese woman with a 
very big face. Are my video 
and answerphone coming 
home to me after all this 
time? Now that’s what I call a 
fast clear-up rate. 

Wunder If I've got enough 
time to lose some weight 
before Princess Diana’s gear 
goes up for auction. I don’t 
think ITi go for the Galliano 
dress that looks like a 
nightie, because it looks like 
a nightie. It makes me roar 
with laughter to see the 
glitterati so accepting, if not 
downright adoring, of the - 
Princess turning up in 


something-mot unlike my 
mnm used to wear under her 
proper dress in the Sixties. 

Us stout birds will just have 
to wait until Fergie puts her 
old rags up for auction. X 
suppose I could go for that 
puffball dress and. use It to 
wear to the shops to scare off 
schoolchildren. 

In an attempt to recruit 

new nurses, advertisements to 
pull them in are going to take 
a warts-and-all approach. I 
must admit previous adverts 
have been a bit soft-focus and 
tended to concentrate rather 
too much on the “anger 
aspect of nursing, which 
doesn’t really exist. How can 
yon remain an. angel when 
most of your' day is spent 
doing unpleasant and rather 
undignified things to bits of- ' 

people most of us normally : 


don’t see? I suspect that the 
huge numbers of individuals 
leaving nursing may well be 
something to do with the 
changing role of women, 
allied to the increased 
selfishness of our culture.. - 
Looking after people just 
ain’t what it used to he, 
especially given, no doubt, 
that patients are so much 
more demanding these days. 

Poor old Miss Universe is 
expanding at a rate : 
unacceptable to aU. SbeJbas 
put on nearly four stone over 

Christmas and is saionsfr i* 
danger iof having her title 
removed. So What has gone 
wrong? Ifou can’t blame bov 
really, With the title under 
her tightening belt, it most 
have been tempting to go<m * 
damn good binge over the 
festive season. I put it dm* 111 
to — inni. Anyone with, batf* 
brain must get bored to doth 
bring wheeled round talking 





V.; 


you’re worth. Let’shnpe Miss 
Universe has got a few • 
vitamins into herbfldS ... 
kick-started the old grey 
.matter and realised. wbat.a. < 

ridiculous, antiquated, and 

belittling (sorry) &rteshe t 
Insbttn imol^kk.^ : 
you at the women’s group, 
MissU, 
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anorak 

attack 

We do not value 
owr anuses as 
highly as we 
do our gobs 

and our 

genitals 


1997 


21 


the commentators 




aaronovitch 


W hy a it that no-one 
wants to be anal? Of 
the phases that 
Frend identified in child 
development (giving riw to 
die shorthand ways of 
describing different types of 
people), only the anal has a 
really bad reputation. When 
did you last near someone 
complaining that a friend or 
spouse was so ‘'phallic" or so 
“oral”? Both of these might 
be considered to be 
compliments, carrying with 
them either the hilt of 
thrusting sexuality and 
interesting tumescence, or a 
capacity for sensual 
appreciation. Anal, however, 
means focused on the lower 
bowel, retentive, obsessive. 

It could be that this is a 
simple associative problem 
caused by Fraud's choice of 
words. Tliis argument runs 
that we do not value our 
anuses as highly as we do our 
gobs and our genitals, and this 
disregard has become 
attached to those 
characteristics linked to 
anality. Had the great 
Viennese and his disciples 
decided that retention was to 
be linked to the phallus, all 
film stars and great people 
would happily admit to 
weekend trainspotting and 
silver-polishing. 

Alas, anybody working in 
the field of psychometric 
testing will know that an 
entirely different descriptor 
still produces the same - 
aversion. Almost everybody 
who is tested wants' to be a 
“leader", an “innovator”, or 
even, at a push, a “monitor". 
Few want to be “completers". 
The consolatory sentiment 
that every good team needs a 
completer will rarefy hefp. 
“Why does it have to be me?" 
is the usual answer. 

We are terrified of _ - 
boredom and of being boring. 
The only tree path is that of 
the creator, the conjuror of 
bright lights. Extreme 
examples of leadership or of 
innovation are feared or 
admired - extreme examples 
of completion, of seeing the 
thing through, are considered 
laughable or contemptible. 

Professor Les Woodcock, 
who this week completed a 
22-year-long calculation, is 
one of the ultimate 
completers. Since 1975 (the 
year the Vietnam War ended, 
Steve Harley was No 1 - and 
there was a Labour 
government), Les had been 
trying to discover whether 
hexagonal close-packed 


lattices were less stable than 
their crystal face -centred 
cousins. The answer, released 
this week, turned out to be 
triangle S = 0.0Q5R. But even 
Woodcock admits that 
Woodcock's Solution was “not 
particularly useful as such”. 

Les now joins the pantheon 
of obstinate problem solvers, 
whose other deities include 
John Machin (who in 1706 
calculated the value of pi to 
100 decimal points) and 
William Sacks (who in 1853 
took it to 707, the last 179 of 
which were wrong). 

Is this a sad nerd, then, 
worthy of comparison with 
men such as the miserable 
German philosopher Arthur 
Schopenhauer (who insisted 
on lecturing at exactly the 
same time as his more famous 
contemporary, Hegel and 
thus for several years 
addressed an entirely empty 
lecture theatre)? And is this 
presumably a man whose 
company at the dinn er parly is 
to be avoided at all costs 
(“and what exactly does the 
triangle represent, Les?"). 

Not a bit of iL For 
Professor Woodcock does not 
turn out to be same 

crep nsnihtr academi c, 

sequestered from human 
society by the nature of his 
obsessions. Photographs do 
not show something soft with 
thick specs, blinking in the 
unexpected light of the day, 
but a fit, happy and young- 
loo king chap. In addition to 
solving this nearly useless 
problem, he has also found 
; time tohelp'runa small sheep 
farm in the Dales, parent 
seven children and fill a place 
in his local pub’s trivia quiz 
team. Les has a pretty hill life. 
He is normaL 

This may be the most 
frightening aspect of it all 
Nicola Horiick was bad 
enough. She made a million, 
was bloody good at her job, 
had five kids, was very bright 
and, above all was 
fantastically well organised. I 
am not even sure that her 
management of money made 
her more useful than Les. But 
she most have been anaL 
Compared with her and Les, 
the rest of us are chaotic anti- 
completeis who see nothing 
through, who cannot master 
simple pieces of technology, 
add without calculators, read 
instruction manuals, make 
wills or listen to pension 
advice without falling asleep. 
We are carried by those we 
mock - the accountants and 
the anoraks. Up oursl 


Norman’s wisdom - 
and Turkey’s delight 


D o historians still 
matter? Oxford's 
departing Profes- 
sor of Modem 
History, Norman 
Stone, surrounded by the self- 
created chaos that followed 
the announcement be was leav- 
ing the dreaming spires for 
Turkish academe, believes that 
without history, “it would be as 
though there were an earth for 
everything rather than having 
a live wire somewhere." The 
electrical metaphor makes per- 
fect sense. But throw in Stone 
himself as the live wire, the 
enfant terrible, the thorn in 
Oxford’s crown whose baccha- 
nalian high-wirc act and 
unique form of popularism has 
been in media demand since be 
took over Oxford’s history 
helm in 1984, and there should 
be mourning that the British 
historical circus is losing one of 
its centre-ring performers. 

At his home, with the tele- 
phone continually rin ging , his 
answering machine spewing 
out urgent appeals from the 
Thames to the Bosphorus, an 
era is ending. He has just writ- 
ten a newspaper article about 
what is best about Britain. So 
what did he say? “J can’t quite 
remember, I wrote it last 
night.” A Sunday newspaper, 
as we speak, is being dis- 
patched another epistle from 
the gospel according to Stone. 
A taxi is ordered to drive him 
to Eton, where be will pick up 
his son Rupert, and take them 
both to the British Museum 
where be will be interviewed by 
yet another paper. Newsnight 
phones. Another part of the 
BBC has just left. A Turkish 
journalist wants 10 minutes on 
the telephone. 

Stone, aged 5S, and looking 
far better than he should if his 
reputation is correct, has the 
ability to laugh amid this 
fourth-estate idolatry. He 
delivers yet another appropri- 
ate quotation — probably trans- 
lated from his knowledge of 
eight languages - to cxqjture 
the moment. His appointment 
in hpart a RiL’gsiflTv n iirirish insti- 
tute in Ankara will only take 
ten away from Oxford for four, 
months of the year. England is 

to sawrafe 

laughs: “Only when your feet 
are in the stimip, should you 
tell the truth to the horse." 

As part of his valedictory to 
Oxford, Stone has chosen his 
final days for an impassioned 
airaHr on the institute that has 
been the vehicle for both his 
fame and notoriety. Graduate 
teaching is poor, dons are 
poorly paid. IBs shorthand is 
more precise: “Oxford is losing 
iL” The same condensed 
speech is used to describe bis 
views on Oxford’s chancellor. 
Lord Jenkins. “I see him as 
having malevolent neutrality. I 
want bold gestures, but be is, 
well, a safe pair of hands.” 
Stone's own bold gestures 
would see UDI at a number of 
the more high-profile colleges 
“and something needs to be 
done for research, higher post- 
graduate degrees". 

As we speak, more chaos is 


fey James Cusiek 



History professor Norman Stone, Thatcher pal and 
high-living right-wing media darling waves a barbed 
goodbye to Oxford. Next stop Ankara Institute 


piling up. A neighbour comes 
to the door. The family cat, 
Monty, has been tragically run 
over ty a car. More media 
requests pour in. “I think it's 
time for a drink. Calvados 
OK?" The Dauphin Calvados 
is fine and warrants a probe 
into Stone’s past record of 
heavy drinking, and the often 
cited accusation that academe 
has been partially sacrificed for 
worship on the altars of Fleet 
Street and television celebrity. 
Should there have been more 
mea culpas, would he have 
done things differently? He 
admits: “I have to say. yes. I do 
recognise myself in these 
stories. And there were silty 
mistakes." He closes his eyes as 
he remembers one interview 
he gave to Zoe Heller of The 


Independent on Sunday. He 
shrugs: “I shouldn’t have 
opened that bottle of wine at 
1130 -am that is.” 

For all Stone's excesses and 
media celebrity, it is too easy 
to overlook that he is still one 
of our finest analytical minds in 
the task of unravelling the 
meaning, if there is any, of the 
20th century. The 1980s, with 
the collapse of communism in 
Eastern Europe, and with 
Western Europe desperately 
trying to reinvent its raison 
d'etre, placed Slone in the role 
of historical lifeguard. If you 
were drowning for meaning, he 
could throw you assistance. 
He is still throwing. 

“Western Europe is like 
Legoland. It's just unreal. 
Women have effectively gone 


on strike, by not having chil- 
dren." He quotes declining 
population statistics. So where 
will all this lead? “Oh. I think 
well afi end up living in a more 
upmarket version of the 
Florida Everglades." These 
statements are given with a 
sense of mischiet and unless 
you understand this, you do not 
understand Norman Stone. 

Another photographer 
arrives. The professional study 
and its prominent pictures of! 
the battle of Waterloo are 
abandoned in favour of coffee 
in the kitchen. Here a large 
poster advertising Margaret 
Thatcher’s book 77ic Downing 
Street Yam adorns the walls. If| 
you look for more fan club 
clues the exercise only gets 
more confusing. On the mantle 


Lhere are celebration coffee 
mugs for Charles and Diana, 
Churchill and Hillaiy Cl in ion. 
The connection would be a 
decent question for Paxman in 
University Challenge. 

So who will be rated from 
the 20th century? “Margaret 
Thatcher." The reply from 
Stooc is the speed of a bullet 


“She mav well be the last bit of 
__ English political culture given 

0 to the world." Stone is a prC- 

1 micr-lcague MrsT fan. He sits 
£ on the Thatcher Foundation. 
* Throughout her reign he was a 
g son of luslarico-moral adviser, 
o giving the force of past wisdom 

to her vision of Britain's future. 
Hen: he chooses to give away 
a secret. “1 wasn’t quite a fan 
from the beginning. J wrote an 
article for The Times in 1981. 
after her fust Budget which cut 
expenditure. 1 was very erit ical. 
But The Times |hc breaks into 
laughter | spiked the article.” 

He admits to being “useless 
as a futurologist" but he is dear 
on what should happen to 
British politics and millennium 
government. “Democracy, if it 
makes any sense, means you 
occasionally haw to let the 
other side in." Baroness 
Thatcher’s own history man 
saw quite categorically that “I 
hope the Labour Party will 
win. I’m rather impressed by 
Blair." John Major’s regime is 
dismissed fur its handling of 
Bosnia. He believes the British 
government effectively sided 
with the Serbian regime of 
Milosevic, calling this “the 
worst episode of British foreign 
policy since ..." In anger, he 
aim oil doesn't finish. “U was 
unbelievable. And I don't see 
how any decent person could 
vote for Major." 

Another quotation arrives as 
Stone is asked what should 
now happen to the Tories. The 
words of a Germanic prince 
from IS49 arc recalled: “I hope 
for a little hanging. Perhaps 
clemency first, then a little 
hanging.” 

Bom in Glasgow, a com- 
ment on another Glaswegian, 
the comedian Billy Connolly, 
brings more laughter. Con- 
nolly. a former shipyard 
worker, once said he was “a 
welder who had got away wilh 
it". Has Stone got away wilh it 
too? “I have to say that there 
is an element of truth in that" 
But he believes that Oxford got 
what it expected of him. He has 
become known outside the 
parochial cloisters, but accepts, 
m apology realty, “it has not 
always been a comfortable 
business for them [his fellow 
dons] as I’ve been rude about 
Oxford. But overall they have 
been very kind to me." 

Fortunately, it would be 
inappropriate to wave goodbye 
for too long. He is still writing 
and hopes the Turkish adven- 
ture to Bilkent University in 
Ankara will clear his thoughts 
for a final push at work on the 
20th century. “In a way’ Tin 
glad I haven't written anything 
too grandiose yet. Bui I will 
write better. I'm sure of iL" 


Betty, your job is to sweep the gutter 


P icture this scene. Ques- 
tion Time in the House cm 
a blustery winter’s after- 
noon. The boys are packed in 
shoulder to shoulder. Their grey 
uniforms are more or less in 
order, but the atmosphere is 
fractious. 

Tony rises to his feet and 
points an accusing, twisted fin- 
gerat John. “It’s not our fault 
you can’t run a half-way com- 
petent govemmentn he yells. 
His friends, huddled around 
him as if expecting violence, roar 
their approvaL Some of then- 
faces are so distorted that they 
look as if they might start to 
drool. 

John’s riposte draws a gut- 
tural squawk from his own side. 
They love this taunt, even 
though they’ve heard it dozens 
of times before: “You certainly 
don’t want the educational 
choice for everyone that you 
yourself have enjoyed!" he 
shouts, gleeful but irrelevant 
Just another day in the 
Mother of Parliaments. But 
what makes today different is 
what happens after the chief 
prefect and the head boy have 
at down- Betty Boothrcyd, the 
Speaker, rises to her feet and 
tegjns berating the press, who 
are sitring meekly above her 
head It has been brought to her 
notice, she says, that the media 
have been talking about sleaze 
us if it were rife m the House. 



MPs are 
held in low 
regard, and 
the Speaker 
blames the 
press. But, 
says Fran 
Abrams, 
she should 
get real 


But the vast majority of mem- 
bers are decent, honourable 
people. Why, Parliament even 
acts as a school for fledgling 
democrats from all over the 
world! 

Betty, I have something to say 
toycHi,andIamgoingtottyvety 
hud not to say it in unparlia- 
mentary language. Come off it! 
Get real! As Jim McDonald 
from Coronation Street would 
say: “Catch yourself on.” 
You’re right about one thing. 

Journalists probabty are missing 
the point when they dig around 
in one or two small murky 
holes and conclude that the 
whole political process is tainted 
by their smeU 

The stench that pervades the 
House of Commons is far more 
powerful than thaL It’s the smell 
of years of male domination and 
entrenched social attitudes. The 
smell of petty power games and 
ritualistic confrontation. The 
smell of ofly sycophancy, of 
backroom deals, of the failure 
even to begin to search for 
truth. 

Hie real dishonesty in OOr 
democratic process has nothing 
to do with brown envelopes 
handed over in shady bars. It 
doesn't even stem directly from 
the activities of ihe lobbyists who 
circle the Palace of Utetminster 
Eke wolves. It’s just here. It 
seeps out of every pore of the 
time-worn stonework and it 


infects almost everyone who 
inhabits this place. 

I say this now, two months 
after arriving, because I know it 
will not be much longer before 
I, too, cease to notice. Before I 
stop wondering what people 
here mean when they talk about 
democracy. 

Of course, none of this would 
matter much if the place was 
doing its job property. It 
wouldn’t matter that a senior 
woman MP sneaks into the 
chamber from behind the 

r feer’sehair because she finds 
place so intimidating. It 
wouldn’t matter that journalists 
gain most of their information 
through off-the-record briefings 
from people who haven't gpt the 
courage of their convictions. 

But the fact is that these sur- 
face irritations mask a far 
deeper malaise. The opposition 
- here, one assumes naivety, to 
oppose - are barely doing any- 
thing of the son What happens 
time after time is that ministers 
propose legislation, the opposi- 
tion say the)' dislike some of it, 
then the parliamentary arith- 
metic looks ropey so the two 
sides get together and stitch up 
a deal The opposition wins 
some concessions, the Govern- 
ment gets its legislation through 
without delays and a few con- 
tentious clauses are left to gwe 
the impression that a real open 
debate has gone on. And every- 


one goes home happy. Don’t 
bother looking for real opposi- 
tion, real information-gathering, 
in the sea of paperwork washing 
through the place either. In the 
inches- thick daily wad of minis- 
ters’ written answers to MPs’ 
questions you find evasion after 
stock evasion. “Not available in 
the form requested." “Could 
only be supplied at dispropor- 
tionate cost.” “Not held cen- 
trally." And increasingly, “Not a 
matter for this department," 
because ft has been farmed out 
to an arm’s-length agency. 

Do you remember what hap- 
pened, Betty, just after you 
made your statement the other 
day? I’m sure you do because 
you had to shout over the hub- 
bub to make yourself heard. 
Pantomime over, the hon- 
ourable members headed en 
masse for the doors. A few 
moments later the expanses of 
green leather banquette were 
nigh-on empty. 

Most debates feature a dozen 
or so MPs along with a minister 
lolling, bored and half-awake, 
on the front bench. People wan- 
der in, make speeches and wan- 
der out again. Then when the 
division bell rings they all roll 
out of the bars, restaurants and 
tea rooms to vote as per instruc- 
tions. Half ihe time most of 
them haven’t heard a single 
word of the aigumcnL 

These things matter because 


when things go wrong, the 
checks and balances don’t seem 
to work. What happened to the 
sweeping changes we thought 
would result from the Nolan 
report on standards in public 
life? The Scott report on arms 
to Iraq? A few days of furore. 

then everyone settled back into 
their comfortable routine. 

The saddest thing, though, is 
that 1 don’t think 1 ever realty- 
expected it to be any different. 
Like most reasonably well- 
informed members of the pub- 
lic. I regarded my MP not as 
someone through whom 1 and 
my fellow constituents could 
express our views but as an 
agent of his party. 

That’swhy 1 and thousands of 
others Eke me don't get involved 
- because we don’t think we can 
make a difference. Why 30 per 
cent of Oxbridge undergradu- 
ates say they won't even vote. 
Why nothing ever changes: 

Betty Boothrpyd was wrong 
to say what she did the other 
day. Of course there are people 
in the House who are swimming 
against the tide, but the Speaker 
seems to have failed to notice 
the fact that the current is going 
in the wrong direction. 

All of us are in the gutter, of 
course, but more of us should be 
looking at the stars. And as for 
you, Betty, aren’t you one of the 
people whose job it is to keep 
the gutter clean? 


If you’re still 
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TV triumvirate aims for 1 million viewers in three years 



SVlacEiaei Harrison 

British Digital Broadcasting, 
the new torrential television 
company launched yesterday 
by Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB. 
Granada and Carlton, is aiming 
to capture at least 1 million sub- 
scribers in its first three years, 
provided it wins the right "to be- 
gin services from next summer. 

The new television grouping 
will also provide the BBC with 
a lucrative platform for its ven- 
ture into subscription television 
with Flexiech hv takine four of 


the joint venture's channels at 
premium rates. 

As news emerged of BDB’s bid 
for three of the four “raulitplex- 
es“ or blocks of frequency being 
offered by the Indepedent Tele- 
vision Commission, shares in the 
three companies scared Each will 
have a one-third stake in the com- 
pany and will share evenly in its 
£300m investment programme to 
get the new terrestiafdigitaJ up 
and running. 

However. BDB is facing com- 
petion from Britain’s third 
biggest cable operator, the US- 


owned International CablcTel, 
which has formed a rival com- 
pany Digital Television Net- 
work. to bid for the same three 
multiplexes. DNT is promising 
a top class line up of film, 
sport, entertainment, money 
and factual channels with the 
back up of ITN. Hollywood stu- 
dios and specialist producers. 

The cable industry also 
served notice that it could 
mount an objection to BDB '5 
programme line-up on the 
grounds that BSkyB was offer- 
ing its channels in a way that dis- 


criminated unfairly against ca- 
ble television companies. 

The three television companies 
behind BDB have been prepar- 
ing their bid for four months af- 
ter Rupert Murdoch at BSkyB, 
Granada's Gem' Robinson and 
Carlton’s Michael Green came 
together in a “meeting of minds’* 
last autumn. Together they pose 
a formidable combination. Carl- 
ton is Britain's biggest terresiial 
television company owning the 
Carlton, Central” and Wesi- 
County Television franchises. 
Granada owns London Week- 


end Television in addition to its 
own North-west franchise and 
BSkyB is the worlds biggest pay 
satellite TV operator with 6 mil- 
lion subscribers, 

BDB will offer 15 pay chan- 
nels - 12 of them in a haste sub- 
scription package and three 
premium subscription chan- 
nels, Sky Sports, the Movie 
Channel and Sky Movies. An- 
alysts estimate that the cost of 
the basic service will be £I0-£I2 
a month while the premium 
channels are likely to cost 
another £3 each. 


It has yet to be decided 
whether the Sky Sports channel 
will automatically show live 
Premiership football action, 
promting speculation that its 
launch on digital could co-incide 
with a new pay-per-view deal 
with the leading clubs. 

Nigel Walmslcy, director of 
broadcasting at Carlton and 
one of BDB’s six directors, re- 
fused to be drawn on its detailed 
business plans. But he said that 
the company aimed to be in 
profit after five years and would 
market aggressively to bring in 


subscribers who do not yet take 
pay television. 

‘'Our plans are based on the 
three-quarters of British homes 
that do not have subscription 
TV. That is a market of 16 mil- 
lion homes which means there 
are an enormous number of 
people who could be drawn to 
multi-channel viewing by digi- 
tal tcrrcstial television. 

BDB hopes that viewers will 
be attracted by noL requiring a 
satellite dish or a new set to re- 
ceive digital television - just a 
“plug in and watch” set-top box 


which is expected to cost about 
Oxvitflll. Eventually, televi- 
sions incoporating integrated 
digital technotowwiB be avail- 
able, coding only Cl M more than 
conventional sets. Mr Wilraslcy 
said: “\Vc are satisfied that we 
can deliver the equipment that 
is needed at the time and in the 
volumes it will he required." 

BDB said that if suivesful. it 
could start serving over 7tV per 
cent of the population from the 
middle of next year, rising to 9tl 
per cent by the end of 1999. 

Comment, page 23 


AbbeyNalional 
makes £14bn 


cotAm offer 



Ntc Cicutti 

Personal Rnance Editor 

Scottish Amicable’s plans for a 
slock market flotation hit the 
buffers yesterday as Abbey 
National launched a surprise 
takeover offer worth up to 
£1.4bn. prompting speculation 
of a bidding war among rival 
suitors. 

Abbey's offer trumped ana- 
lysts' estimates of the value of 
the mutually owned life com- 
pany, leading many to suggest 
that” a takeover of ScotAm was 
a racing certainly. 

ScotAm executives, including 
Sandy Stewart, the chairman, 
plus Roy Nicolson and Paul 
Bradshaw, the chief executive 
and deputy, were yesterday 
locked in emergency meetings 
with advisers SBC Warburg in 
a bid to avoid falling into 
Abbey's hands. 

However. Charles Landa, in- 
surance analyst til SG Strauss 
Turnbull, described Abbey 
National’s offer as a "no- 
brainer” for Scottish Amicable’s 
1.1 million policyholders who are 
eligible to vote bn the deal: "This 
offers cash up front without hav- 
ing to wait several years for it." 

'll also emerged that three in- 
vestment trusts investing in 
Scottish Amicable with-profits 
policies could held the key to a 


potential special meeting of 
rebel policyholders if ScotAm 
does not enter into serious talks 
with Abbey or other bidders. 

.Abbey’s offer for ScotAm 
involves’an immediate payment 
of at least £4G0m in cash or 
shares, more than five times the 
£75m the life office was propos- 
ing to make available in bonus- 
es to policies. 

In addition. Abbey said it 
would be willing to make a fur- 
ther investment of between 
£700m and £lbn to buy the em- 
bedded value of the ScotAm life 
fund. This would be based on 
detailed actuarial calculations. 

ScotAm was quick to de- 
nounce the bid as both "vague” 
and “inadequate” and said it in- 
tended to press ahead with its 
two-stage plans. 

Mr Stewart said: "If we have 
on the table a firm offer which 
is quite clearly likely to be 
more beneficial to policyholders 
then we have to consider iL At 
this stage the bid doesn't meet 
our requirements.” 

ScotAm^; Own ...proposals, 
which it insisted last night would 
still be put to members in a 
proxy postal vote within the next 
few days, involve a £350m cash 
injection by Swiss Re, the rein- 
surer. plus a further £45 m from 
iis jointly owned venture capi- 
tal arm Securitas. 


Southern takes 
up Ziff scheme 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

The creator of an ingenious al- 
ternant e to share buy-back 
schemes, enabling companies to 
hand back hundreds of million 
pounds to investor* without 
falling foul of new lax rules, is 
thought to have “sold” his idea 
in principle to at IcasL two 
more large businesses. 

As news of the two possible 
forthcoming cash windfalls 
emerged yesterday. Southern 
Electric, llie regional electricity 
supplier, announced plans to 
adopt the scheme, handing back 
tl?'*m lo shareholders. 

Southern is the second 
privatised uiiliiy to take up the 
advice of City of London in- 
vestment bankers SBC War- 
burg. which was replaced as its 
broker Iasi \ ear. On Thursday 
Yorkshire Water stirred up fur- 
ther controversy by proposing 
to return l'145m to its investors. 

The scheme was devised by 
Max Ziff at SBC Warburg, the 
investment bank, after the Gov- 
ernment changed the tax rules 
on share but -backs last October. 
Mr Ziff. 38. had previously 
advised Northern Electric dur- 
ing it* infamous “scorched 
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earth" defence of the takeover 
bid from Trafalgar House. 

The two companies most in- 
terested in Mr Ziff’s latest idea 
are not thought to be utilities. 
However, he confirmed he had 
approached other privatised 
utilities which have not yet car- 
ried out share buy-backs. 

Shares in Southern rose 13p 
to S0O.5p yesterday. The surge 
followed a 16p rise the previous 
day after speculation about a 
buy-back. The arrangement in- 
volves Southern replacing every 
100 existing shares with 184 new 
ordinary shares and 200 “B" 
shares. The company will then 
buy back all the B shares for 30p 
each, giving investors 60p in 
cash for each existing share 
they hold. The capital restruc- 
turing will raise the company’s 
gearing from around 10 per cent 
to some 40 per cenL In addition. 
Southern pledged yesterday 
that its dividend would remain 
unchanged, forecasting a final 
payout to shareholders of 30.1p. 
or 15.05p for each of the new 
ordinary shares. 

Ian Marchant, Southern 
Electric's finance director, said 
one big advantage was that al] 
shareholders would benefit. 

Investment column, page 23 
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In return for the £75m, pol- 
icyholders are expected to aban- 
don mutual status. 

A flotation in three to five 
years* time would net policy- 
holders between £200m and 
£400m more. ScotAm 's directors 
would receive share bonuses 
worth up to £ 14.4m. 

Diaries Toner, deputy chief 
executive at Abbey National, 
said: “We would be willing to go 
into detailed talks on our offer, 
which we believe is better than 
the uncertainty of ScotAm’s 
own flotation proposals in three 
to five years* time. 

“We believe ScotAm is a good 
company, with room for im- 
provement We have shown that 
we can provide commercial dis- 
cipline with our takeover five 
years ago of Scottish Mutual.” 

Scottish Mutual, be added, 
has quadrupled its funds under 
management to £Sbn, while its 
1996 results show an SI per cent 
increase in total new premium 
income. 

Mr Toner said the two life 
Companies’ proximity, in or 
near Glasgow, meant there was 
scope for close collaboration be- 
tween them. He stressed that 
ScotAm’s new offices in Stirling 
would stay open. No redun- 
dancies were planned. 

Roman Cizdyn, insurance an- 
alyst at Merrill Lynch, said: 



Fidelity feces 
SEA penalty for 
poor service 


Rearguard action: Sandy Stewart, the Scottish Amicable chairman, was yesterday locked in 
emergency m ee t ing, with the advisers SBC Wartmg fri an attempt to thwart an Abbey takeover 


“This has been very cleverly 
done,l^AW>eyl^^>n^Thc of- 
fer is up front and it appears to 
come close to the valuation that 
ScotAm had placed on the com- 
pany in several years' lime. If 1 
were ScotAm 1 would be won- 
dering if there will be a white 
knight coming to the rescue." 

Among potential rivals 


Pound suffers a 
fresh battering 
but shares soar 


named by analysis are Pruden- 
tial and Allianri 

surance giant. A m^bk&rnah " 
said the company was watching 
developments "with interest". 

Alan Richards, a director at 
First Marathon, a new corpo- 
rate finance house, said: “Scot- 
Am will find it very difficult to 
get round this one: What one 


Sterling index 


should bear in mind is that it is 
vulnerable to J^lk^hplder pres- 
sure.’ it only needs 50 lo call a 
meeting and demand that that 
the matter be put to a vole." 

The meeting would have to 
take place within 28 days, even 
if ScotAm ballots members on 
its proposals. 

Comment, page 23 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Fidelity Brokerage Services 
I the UK private diem stock- 
broking arm of the giant US 
fund management group, will be 
disciplined by the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA). 
the industry regulator, over the 
poor service it has been giving 
to customers. 

The SFA also said yesterday 
it was extending a ban on the 
firm taking in any new business 
until the end of April. The ban 
was first imposed last October 
and was due to end yesterday- 

The regulator will not decide 
the size of its financial penalty 
against Fidelity Brokerage Ser- 
vices (FBS) until all the diffi- 
culties have been resolved. 

The highly unusual action by 
the SFA followed complaints 
from clients after FBS intro- 
duced a new computer system 
last April. The computer prob- 
lems resulted in delay's with 
share dividend payments and 
the quarterly income payment 
into self-select personal equity 
plans. There were also delays in 
mailing clients" statements, 
some of which contained in- 
correct information. 

Some complaints remain un- 
resolved although FBS has start- 
ed to pay compensation to some 
of its 30,000 clients. Phil West, 
marketing manager at FBS. de- 
clined to give precise details of 
the amount paid but said it was 
“significantly smaller" Llian the 
£lm mentioned in some reports. 


Compensation which had 

ntti miri In rt. 


Forurt 


been paid to dale was generally 
of the order of tens of pound: 
to each client rather than thou- 
sands, Mr West said. 

The SFA said: “Good 
progress has been made, but 
further work is still required 
before the SFA can be confident 
that Fidelity Brokerage Services 
is offering a level of customer 
service which is consistently 
satisfactory.” 

During the period of the 
extended ban tnc SFA said it 
would monitor the customer 
service performance of FBS 
and oversee the resolution of 
outstanding customer com- 
plaints and enquiries. 

“SFA has, in addition, placed 
FBS on notice feat it intends to 
initiate disciplinary' proceedings 
against the firm when the out- 
standing issues are finally re- 
solved to the satisfaction of 
the authority,” the SFA said. 

In setting the penalty, the 
SFA said it would take into ac- 
count the speed with which 
FBS dealt with the outstanding 
matters. The SFA said it was sat- 
isfied that FBS had adequate re- 
sources and backing to ensure 
investors’ money and securities 
were not in jeopardy. " ' 

“We've made vety good 
progress but we' do recognise 
that" there's work to be done ” 
Mr West said. 

He said FBS had significantly 
reduced the number of com- 
plaints -S50 clients complained 
originally - and upgraded the 
computer software. 


Banks fear ‘Trojan 
Horse’ supermarkets 


[Mane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The pound was battered down 
to its lowest level for more 
than a month on the foreign 
exchange markets yesterday. 

But the stock market took 
heart from the exchange rate 
weakness, with the FTSE 100 
index ending more than 47 
points higher at a record 
4.275.S. 

Sterling's index against a 
range of currencies dosed 0.8 
points lower at 94.4. It has lost 
more than two pfennigs against 
the German mark in 24 hours. 

Dealers blamed the pound's 
renewed decline on a combi- 
nation of expectations that Ken- 
neth Clarke, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, will not raise base 
rates after the monthly mone- 
tary meeting on Wednesday 
and fears that the Federal Re- 
serve might increase US rates 
after its Open Market Com- 
mittee meets on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. These were fuelled 
by figures yesterday showing 
that the American eoonomv 


grew al a steamy pace in the 
final quarter of last year. 

“The pound’s higher level was 
buoyed by speculative inflows. 
That hot money is now going 
elsewhere," said Paul Lambert, 
a currency analyst at the invest- 
ment bank LTOS. He added that 
the Toyota president Hiroshi 
Okuda's warning earlier this 
week about future investment in 
Britain if the pound stayed out 
of the single currency had also 
led to sales of the pound for yen. 

The paradox in sterling’s very 
recent weakness is that if it goes 
much further it will deprive the 
Chancellor of his best excuse for 
not taking Bank of England ad- 
vice to increase the cost of bor- 
rowing. The Bank's Governor. 
Eddie George, has become in- 
creasingly forthright in saying 
this is needed if inflation is to 
hit the Government’s 2J per 
cent target. 

The sterling index ended yes- 
terday less than 4 per cent 
above its level when the Bank 
drew up its last quarterly In- 
flation Report, when it started 
arguing for rates to go up. The 


MMm 


next report is due on 12 
February. 

David’ Coleman, chief econ- 
omist at CIBC Wood Gundy in 
London, warned that Mr 
Clarke's resistance might suit his 
electoral needs but held dangers 
for sterling. “Once the market 
thinks Clarke is behind the 
game, the game is up." he said. 

Figures yesterday showed 
America's GDP growth re- 
bounded in the final quarter of 
last year. This tilted Wall Street 
analysts towards the view that 
.Alan Greenspan. Fed Chairman, 
will favour a lighter interest rate 
policy, even though most believe 
an erratically strong trade per- 
formance boosted the economy 
at the end of lasL year. 

The US economy expanded 
at an annual rate of 4.7 percent 
in the fourth quarter of 1996, a 
much faster pace than econo- 
mists had expected. Consumer 
spending picked up strongly. In 
addition, exports surged while 
growth in imports slowed down. 


Nigel Cope 

Concerns are growing in the 
banking industry that the deci- 
sion by the high-street banks to 
form joint ventures with the 
supermarket groups could be 
allowing a Trojan Horse into the 
sector. According to research by 
Heinwort Benson, the super- 
markets are likely to dump 
their banking partners if their 
schemes become successful, 
choosing to operate the services 
themselves instead. 

Banks such as Nat West. 
Abbey National and Bank of 
Scotland, which have signed 
joint ventures with Tfesco. Safe- 
way and Sainsbuty's respec- 
tively. could find that they have 
provided support for a power- 
ful new group of competitors 
that could de-stabilise the sec- 
tor bv exerting pricing pressure. 

The report adds that the in- 
troduction of well-branded new 
entrants could be dangerous, 
given the relatively weak brand 
names of the high-street banks. 

Kleinwort’s Simon Samuels 
who wrote the report says: 
“Long-term these supermar- 
ket link-ups are bad news for the 
banking industry. It is quite like- 
ly that the supermarkets will 


choose to go it aloae if the idea 
works. All the banks will have 
gained is a fee for running the 
accounts.” 

The mechanism for super- 
markets to oust the banks from 
their partnerships is already in 
place in some cases. A little 
known clause in Sainsbuiy’s 
contract with Bank of Scotland 
enables the supermarket group 
forcibly to buy out the bank’s 
stake after a certain period. 

Bank of Scotland has al- 
ready been jilted twice by joint 
venture partners in similar 
circumstances. It was the joint 
venture partner with Marls & 
Spencer when the high street 
giant first entered the financial 
services products. M&S later 
bought the bank our. When 
Bank of Scotland co-operated 
with the Halifax Building 
Society over the launch of a 
credit card it suffered a simi- 
lar fate. 

The report expressed con- 
cerns over Nat West's deal with 
Tfcsco as “it gives a new com- 
petitor a relatively caw entry- 
into banking". The’ view among 
banking analysts is that 
NatWest agreed the deal 
because if felt that if NatWest 
did not do iL then someone else 


would, possibly an overseas 
group keen to gain a foothold 
in the UK market. 

The report also includes 
forecasts for customers numbers 
and profits for the various 
supermarket banks. It says that 
around 10 per cent of Salis- 
bury's 12 million customers are 
likely to sign up for the Sains- 
buiy’s Bank when it is launched 
in the next two months- This 
would give the fledgling op- 
eration 1.2m accounts. Pre-tax 
profits could reach £28. 4m after 
three years- 

Assuming a similar take-up 
from the other supermarkets, 
Safeway could have 550,000 
customers and profits of £ 13m 
from financial services. Tesco 
would have Ira account holders 
yielding profits of £24m. 

Tcsco is already looking to 
extend the range’ of financial 
services with a branded credit 
card the next step. Other plans 
being considered are mortgages 
and personal lending. 

It is understood that 'Abbey 
National is considering opening 
small “kiosk” banks in branch- 
es of Safeway. This would follow 
similar operations in Amenta 
where Wells Fargo and ANZ 
have in-store branches. 
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The Court of Appeal yesterday 
reserved judgment on Eliza- 
beth Forsyth's conviction for 
laundering £400.000 of stolen 
funds from Polly Peck, the 
fruit to electronics group that 
was run by the fugitive Asil 
Nadir and which collapsed in 
1990. 

The 60-year-old grand- 
mother. who was an aide of 
Nadir's, walked free on Thurs- 
day after completing less than 
One year of a five-year sentence 
handed down last year. A jury 
convicLed her last March of 
handling of stolen funds. 

She was granted bail after 


the Court of Appeal ruled that 
her sentence was “dispropor- 
tionate". 

She has spent the last two 
days appealing against her sen- 
tence and her conviction. 

“We desire to reserve our 

judgment in this matter wc 

will give our decision as soon 
as we can.” Lord Justice Bel- 
dam, one of the three-appeal 
court judges, said yesterday. 

Lord Justice Beldam said her 
bail would continue and indi- 
cated that whatever the result 
of their ruling on her convic- 
tion,’ Forsyth would not return 
to jail. 
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'By sharing the set-top 
box with Granada and 
: Carlton, and then 
inviting the world's 
best public service 
broadcaster to supply 
programming, he has 
- neatly side-stepped 
the accusation that 
BSkyB wanted to hold 
everyone else to 
ransom' 


Everyone gains, but Murdoch gains the most 

*« * °ver, « commercial and financial tensions that barely a quarter of homes have sihscrimion National that is almost certainly belter than money will come from, in the absena: of the 
that BSkyB is ioin^l^l amKnmcemfiiU have brought BDB together will not just as TV. BSkyEUiust calculate ihafcmrewu-- ihe one made hv their own board is neither detailed documentation, which win !sho» 
Carlton and die BBC m ^ * aparU Mr ManJoch ers have lasted digital temestial they will friendly nor. to borrow another phnse pop- how Smfc 

restiai ipinrnm • 10 * aun ” 1 ^.thgital ter- holding the encryption technology fast to his migrate to its own distal satellite sen-ice ular amone life companies, equitable . theu proposed -D per cent stake in me busi 
being w bere the real killing^ to be made. Why, _ SmKit^onhlakeWofiiel.l^; "«■ Bui yon carrnot M for 


'-uiion ana the BBC to launch a digital ter- 
restial television service ensures for the time 
bemg that Rupert Murdoch wfll not be the 
sole gatekeeper to the new age of broadcast 
entertaintmeut and information. 

Idr Murdoch did not need to diwh into 
oed with three of his biggest rivals to create 


mg ahead with its own plans to launch 200 
digital satellite television channels th is M ««m 
- more than enough to swamp the 30 that 
will be available on its smaller terrestial 
brother. 

But sharing the set-top box with Geny 
Robinson at Granada and Carlton’s Michael 
Green and then inviting the world's best 
public service broadcaster to supply pro- 
gramming, he has neatly side-stepped the 
accusation that BSkyB wanted to hold 
everyone else to ransom by cont rolling 
access to a mass infotainment market. 

The sighs of relief from Whitehall were 
almost audible, not least from the Science 
and Technology Minister, lan Tfcylor. The 
Jeremiahs who said digital would be monop- 
olised by one company and one platform 
had been proved wrong, he declared. 

Well, perhaps. But it is certain that, if not 
a monopoly, then digital television will 
remain the province ofan oligopoly for the 
foreseeable future. Even that requires some 

heroic assumptions. One is that the creative. 


A second is that there wfll be more than you ask, would anyone want another 2(H) 
<me provider in the “commercial'' sector of channels at their disposal when Ibev hare 
the digital market. When bids closed at already got 30 to chose from, half of which 
noon yesterday for the four “mulitplexes" wfl] be free? The answer lies in how that 
or blocks of freauency being offered by the satellite capacity will be used. Forget about 
Independent Television Commission, there imported US sitcoms, drama repeats and 
was only one other taker. International game shows. Those 200 channels will be 
CableTeJ may be a reputable player but it used to pump Hollywood blockbusters or 


is on ns own, erstwhile partners like Lord 
j Hoilick’s United News having pulled out as 
1 word spread that Mr Murdoch was in town. 

A third assumption is that public service 
broadcasters like the BBC will attack the 
market with gusto, perhaps by launching pay 
channels in their own ri gh t. 

Finally, we have to rely on BDB’s set-top 
boxes being accessible on open, fair and rea- 
sonable terms to other broadcasters, and the 
regulatory system being capable of pre- 
venting any abuse of this conditional access. 

What will digital terrestial television actu- 
ally mean for the viewer and the provider? 
For the viewer it wfll bring forward the day 
when subserption television enters every liv- 
ing room in the country. Television sets will 
come fitted with the technology that allows 
sport or films to be viewed on a pay-as-you- 
go basis. Just plug in and watch, and all with- 
out that ugly dish on the outside walL 
The market is huge and untapped - 


you ask, would anyone want another 200 
channels ai their disposal when tbev hare 
already got 30 to chose from, half of which 
wfl] be free? pie answer lies in how that 
satellite capacity will be used. Forget about 
imported US sitcoms, drama repeats and 
game shows. Those 200 channels will be 
used to pump Hollywood blockbusters or 
| live anion sport into’ the borne on a pay-per- 
| view basis. An easier option than a trip to 
I the video store or local stadium and a tag 
money spinner for BSkyB. 

Of "course, everyone else stands to gain 
as well. Carlton and Granada get another 
outlet for tbeir pay channels and the BBC 
and Flcxlech get paid handsomely for the 
new channels they are jointly developing. 
But, as ever, the biggest winner wfll be Mr 
Murdoch. He wfll neutralise the political 
and commercial opposition and form a 
bridgehead between the two halves of his 
digital empire. And all for an outlay of 
£100m - small change by BSkyB’s standards. 

T he Scottish Amicable board was already 
covered in the brown staff and now it is 
digging itself even deeper into the ground. 
Denying 1.1 million policyholders an op- 
portunity to consider an offer from Abbey 


lion torequisitionaspedalgMer^ incel- 
mg, the board couM quickly find ttsell forced 

by a vote to pul the Abbey proposal to mem- 
bersm anyway. Anv one of the three City 
investment mists that have bought up port- 
folios of ScotAm policies could force a voie. 

Unless there is a change of heart soon, il 

wfll be bard to avoid ihccondusioii that this 
head in the sand attitude has as much to do 
with the £14m incentive package the board 
is proposing for itself as with the financial 
arithmetic of the competing proposals. 

The problem for ScoLAm m beating an 

outside bidder is the special way in which 
mutual insurers traditionally operate. 

Building societies do not distribute tbeir 
profits to members, and have built up huge 
and valuable reserves. There are therefore 
plenty of funds io bribe members to vole 
in favour of conversion. 

But mutual insurers hand tbeir profits to 
their policyholders as they go along, as 
bonuses, and keep back only the working 
capital needed to run the business, leaving 
little in the way of a slush fund. 

So how does ScotAm find £75m up front 
to compensate its policyholders for giving up 
their ownership of the organisation, phis 
another £200m on flotation? 

It is hard to be precise about where the 


their proposed 20 per cent stake in the busi- 
ness. But you cannot get something for 
nothing. The likeliest explanation is that 
much of the payments will be financed by 
future policyholders, who will receive lower 
bonuses. 

In other words, ScoLAm appears to be 
doing no more than promising to pay future 
profits from its life business up IronL There 
is no money' to pay anything lor goodwill. 

It is this' that gives an outsider such as 
Abbey National an almost unbeatable 
advantage. Abbey believes there is synergy 
with its own business, and says it is worth 
its while paying £400m in goodwill. (The 
other £7Ufim -£lbn in its offer simply 
replaces working capital and cannot be dis- 
tributed to policyholders.) 

To persuade members to aecept its own 
plan, the ScotAm board is promising to 
make ihe company more efficient after 
demutualisation, and therefore more valu- 
able when it is eventually flouted on the stock 
exchange. 

But this is largely (he same management 
that has piloted ihe company down the 
league tables of returns to policyholders in 
the last few years. so the claim has (o be taken 
with a large pinch of salt. Having publicly 
admitted that it no longer favours mutual- 
ity, ScotAm now has no alternative but (o 
auction itself off to the highest bidder. 


World Economic Forum: Bank of England Deputy Governor calls for global measures to safeguard against risk 

» Davies tells 
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banks to 
‘stress test' 


portfolios 


Jeremy Warner 

Davos, Switzerland 

B anks and other financial in- 
stitutions are being urged by the 
Bank of England to add a new 
form of risk assessment -“stress 
testing'* - to the welter of dif- 
ferent tools already used to 
ensure financial prudence in 
their affairs. 

Howard Davies, .Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, said yesterday the next step 
in the provision of safeguards 
to prevent banking collapses “is 
for banks to develop models of 
market risk which allow them to 
calculate regulatory capital 
charges and to stress test tbeir 
portfolios". 

Speaking at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, Mr Davies cited 
the possibility of financial crisis 
in Japan or a delay in plans for 
monetary onion m Europe as 
examples of where banks need 
to be assessing tbeir exposure 
to future market events. 

“Banks need to know how they 
would be affected by different 
possible market scenarios,*' he 
said at a seminar on financial 
fragility. Afterwards, Mr Davies 
saidthat foe Bank bad dscovered 
several cases in the City of fi- 
nancial institutions whose pay 
structures had a tendency to en- 
courage excessive risk taking by 
traders and other employees. 

The Bank of England is plan- 
ning to publish the results of an 
in depth study of pay and risk 
takmgm the Ciftywithm the next 
few weeks. Mr Davies stressed 
tha t this was not an attempt to 
inte rfere in how investment 
banks remunerate their em- 
ployees. However, if remuner- 
ation policy was shown to be 
encouraging undue risks, then 


the Bank might take it into ac- 
count in setting capital adequacy 
levels or through other channels 
of b anking supervision. 

Mr Davies insisted good pro- 
gress was being made in setting 
upa “common language of rsk" 
winch operated across different 
jurisdictions. Banking supervi- 
sor had now provided, through 
capital charges, an incentive for 
bulks to hedge .their exposures ■ 
to individnal price moves and to 
focus on the degree of diversi- 
fication in their portfolios. 

However, most of this risk as- 
sessment was “backward" look- 
ing in its effect; banks needed 
to be encouraged to look at fu- 
ture risk as we 0. “Today banks 
should be asking themselves 
how they would be affected by 
a financial crisis in Japan or by 
a decision not to proceed with 
Economic and Monetary Union 
on the current timetable." 

Convergence in European 
bond markets was one possible 
danger point, he said. If con- 
vergence is being driven largely 
by political factors and the ex- 
pectation of EMU, there could 
be an extreme reaction if EMU 
does not happen on time, or 
some nations that have benefit- 
ed from the convergence trend 
are excluded from the first ^ wave. 

At the same seminar, Andrew 
Crockett, general manager of 
the Bank for International set- 
tlements, said that banking su- 
pervision and risk management 
was now being set internation- 
ally on tire basis that there 
would be no state bail outs when 
a. bank runs into difficulties. 

Only in extreme circumstances 
when a collapse shows signs of 
cmreing wider danger to the in- 
ternational financial system, 
could central bankers and gov- 
ernments be expected to step in. 
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Russia’s Prune Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin 
(above), told Davos delegates yesterday that 
President Boris Yeltsin was “unswervingly” 
committed to the second stage of reforms that 
have yet to see Russia achieve economic 


growth since abandoning Communism. Last 
year, Russian national output dropped by 6 per 
cent following a 4 per cent decline in 1995. 
Russia has been m recession for the past five 
years. The Russian Economy Minister, Yevgeny 


Yashi, said the economy was still failing to 
improve: “Production is still in a slump.” His 
reform programme includes big reductions in 
spending, including deep cuts in housing and 
community subsidies. 


‘G7 must address currency stability’ 


A senior US economist 
yesterday called on the Group 
of Seven, the world’s leading 
industrialised nations, to ad- 
dress as a matter of urgency the 
idea of a world-wide stability 
pact for currencies, writes 
Jeremy Warner. 

Fred Bergsten, director of 
the US based Institute for 
International Economics, said 
that “competitive devaluation” 
of currencies in Europe ahead 
of European Monetary Union 
(EMU) and the real possibili- 
ty of a collapse in the yen bad 
made Immediate discussion of 
a stability pact a necessity and 
he urged the Group of Seven 


to give consideration to the 
idea when they meet in Berlin 
next week. 

However, British officials in 
Davos, where Mr Bergsten 
was speaking, downplayed the 
idea. Discussion of curren- 
cies would be close to the top 
of the agenda in Berlin, they 
said, but they added that 
consideration of target zones 
for currencies, supported by 
central bank intervention and 
co-ordinated national eco- 
nomic policies, was thought 
highly unlikely. 

Lawrence Summers, the US 
deputy Treasury Secretary, also 
seemed to consider the idea 


fanciful and dismissed Mr 
Bergsten's comments as 
“provocative, as usual”. 

Kosaku Inaba, chairman of 
the Japan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, 
considered the possibility of a 
further prolonged slide in the 
yen unlikely. 

The yen’s recent weakness 
was helping exporters and as a 
consequence the country’s eco- 
nomic problems were begin- 
ning to ease. 

He judged that it would take 
five or six years before the ef- 
fects of the last lending bubble 
were fully exorcised from the 
Japanese economy. 


Mr Bergsten argued that a 
currency pact should be intro- 
duced in two stages. There 
should be a first stage to cope 
with present stresses being 
caused by the weakness of the 
yen and the approach of Eu- 
ropean Monetary Union. 

He believed that European 
countries were pursuing de- 
valuation of their currencies as 
a deliberate act so as to gain 
competitive advantage ahead of 
being absorbed into European 
Monetary Union. 

Once European Monetary 
Union is created, however. Mr 
Bergsten expected it to become 
a very strong currency - “the 
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world’s second currency after 
the dollar" - creating the need 
for a further currency pact 
between ihe US, Europe and 
Japan. 

“Without target zones for 
these currencies, you can ex- 
pect some pretty fierce trade 
disputes between the three 
blocks”, be said. 

“1 don't hold with the view 
that the euro will be a weak cur- 
rency ... on the comraiy, be- 
cause nations within it will 
have so much fiscal freedom, 
the central bank will be forced 
to adjust for this with a tight 
monetary policy. High interest 
rates will mean a strong euro." 

In Brief 


EMU 

‘crisis 

over 

the euro’ 


Yvette Cooper 

The “unpopular euro" has 
hccomc the focus for “a crisis 
of confidence in European 
integration", according to a 
Bundesbank board member. 
Speaking to a conference on 
monetary union in Olzenhauscn 
Germany yesterday, Bund- 
esbank official Peter Schmid- 
huber launched a strong attack 
on critics of German monetary 
policy and institutions, in par- 
ticular the French. 

Mr Schmidhuber criticised 
French proposals to set up apo- 
litical counterweight to the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank. He said 
such arrangements were not 
provided for within the Maas- 
tricht Treaty', and complained 
that “the question has to be 
asked as to bow seriously our 
partners are taking the ECB's 
independence." 

Meanwhile the German Fi- 
nance Ministry refused to com- 
ment on the hint made by 
another Bundesbank member 
that the Germans would veto 
the appointment of someone 
from France to head the new 
ECB. Helmut Hesse, said on 
Thursday night that it was “ab- 
solutely impossible" that the 
first head of the new ECB 
would be French because each 
member of economic and mon- 
etary union will have u veto over 
the election. 

Tensions between the French 
and German approach to mon- 
etary union have been evident 
for some time. However, the 
pressures foT the two countries 
to resolve their differences and 
stick to the existing timetable for 
monetary union remain ex- 
tremely strong. 

According to a third member 
of the Bundesbank, speaking yes- 
terday in Moscow, delaying 
monetary union would be had 
for the German economy. Mr 
Welleke said: “We must assume 
that it would lead to a revalua- 
tion of the mark and that would 
have a negative influence on the 
export capabilities of the Ger- 
man economy at a lime when un- 
employment is already high." 


Yesterday’s news of more ingenious 
payouts to shareholders in a utiKiy 
Soup is further evidence of the sec- 
tor’s emergence from the cloud it has 
been under for the past three years. 
This rather amorphous grouping has 
been hit by a succession of unexpect- 
edly severe regulatory reviews, but it 
has been the growing certamty with 
which the market has been factor ing 
in the election of a LalKRffSJvennDait 
that has cast the longest shadow. The 
water and electricity industries have 
borne the brunt of these fe ars, b emg 
seen as the most likely target for 
Labour’s “wind&IF tax. variously put 
at anything from £3bn to £J0bn. 

But, as our chart shows, there has 
been a definite re-rating of the sector 
once the latter end of last year. There 
is a feeling abroad that the gjoom has 
been overdone. 

(foe factor is the robust finanoal 
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seriously cootemplaied lifted theBd cm , pleredbis second review in July 1995, 
.the sector. Even after suffering a sec- eight of the regional electricity com- 
ond regulatory review in 12 mootis, UK panics have been taken out by US 
electricity companies still looked sue- groups and the remaining utilities are 
ccJent moisete to electricity groups from busygearinguptodxwhowmudi they 
the US, where regulation leaves few- can give back to shareholders, 
er crumbs for shareholders and gear- Yesterday’s Southern Electric payout 

ing of 100 per cent is not uncommon, comes hot on the heels _ofa similar deal 
In the 18 months since the regulator, announced by Yorkshire Water. Both 
Professor Stephen Littlechild. com- were dreamed up by Max Ziff of the 


Ulilities start to outperform 
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! Electric’s “searched earth defence 
against Tfofelgar House in 1995.wtach 

^sed a 500p-a-share j^yout to 
g^holdera but would have «en 
^ to225 per cent Although 
§£&sarWd Med. that sich m- 

darious financial engineering could be 
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merchant bankers SBC Wirborgtoget 
round the cramp put on buy-backs and 
special dividends by the Chancellor last 
year.. 

Although the payback is complicat- 
ed in die derail, the rationale is sim- 
ple and for once not skewed in favour 

Soutlenrt scheme is ihai the B stores 
it proposes to issue put an instrument 
paying around 6 per cent gross-a rate 
comparable with most building soci- 
eties’ - into the hands of shareholders, 
while giving them the chance to realise 
capital by selling back to the compa- 
ny. No one class of shareholder ben- 
efits over another and all can Sill 
beneft from a progressive divided po^ 
icy on their remaining ordmary shares. 
Southern is projecting payments to 
shareholders rising between 5 and 8 per 
cent in real terms until the year 2000. 

Other u duties have already wot per- 
mission from shareholders for buy- 
backs. The advent of the new scheme 
from Warburgs wifi only increase the 
chances of some form of further 
payback to shareholders, while gear- 
ing of 30 to 35 per cent at Yorkshire 
Water and Southern even after the lat- 
est deals means they amid conceivably 
have a second bite of the cherry. 

AH this begs the big question of what 


Labour might da Earlier this week. 
Scottish Amicable released a blood- 
chilling analysis of why utilities are go- 
ing to prove poor investments for the 

rest of this century. Rirt of its argument 
is that Labour, facing a big government 
borrowing reqnirenjenL will find it bard 
to resist turning the windfall tax into 
a permanent annual levy. At the same 
time, it highlights the potential for a 
significant tightening of the regulatory 
screw under Labour. 

But both the City and the utility in- 
dustry generally is coming round to the 
view that these threats are increasing- 
ly quantifiable and containable. Nigel 
Hawkins at Yamaichi points out that 
a windfall tax of £3hn on water and dec- 
tririty alone would represent less than 
9 per cent erf the combined sector's mar- 
ket capitalisation. At the same time, ob- 
servers suggest Labour may find the 
National Health Service and the edu- 
cation system may assume a higher 
priority than utilities regulation. 

With the strength of the pound ham- 
mering profits at many other UK 
industrial companies, the domestic 
earnings and solid balance shc«s of the 
ulilities are looking increasingly 
attractive. Mr Hawkins singles out 
PbwerGen, Wessex Water and South- 
ern Electric cm these grounds. 


• British Telecom has told Oflel. the telephones watchdog, that 
plans for new price controls for the wholesale charges levied on 
competitor companies for using its network are too lough and 
could compromise competition. Oflel is currently considering rates 
for BTs network charges, but has yet to reveal the precise level 
of any price cuts. BT has also released a survey commissioned 
from the consultancy group Ovum, which suggests its current net- 
work charges arc some of the lowest in the world. 

• The electricity watchdog. Offer; published its latest consultative 
document on rules for rival suppliers when the domestic market 
is opened to competition in 199S. The documents go some way 
to toughening consumer protection, with new conditions to curb 
abuse of power by dominant suppliers. 

• French unemployment fell by 29.000, in December to 3JH0SML 
after seasonal factors were taken into account. But analysis fear 
the overall trend in unemployment is still upwards from the cur- 
rent 12.7 per cent. Further fails in interest rates, after Thursday’s 
0.5 percentage point cut, are expected. 

• The first bonds officially denominated in euros were issued yes- 
terday by the European Investment Bank. Payments will be in 
ecus until the single currency * created, at the rate of one ecu 
for one euro. A spokesman for Banque Paribas, one of the lead 
managers for the borid issue, said it was “a vote of confidence 
that monetary union would go ahead”. 

• Volkswagen has suspended a manager in its purchasing 
department in connection with bribery allegations. VW would 
not reveal the name of the manager but said he had been sus- 
pended to avoid posable destruction of evidence. Der Spiegel 
magazine said last week that managers in VW’s purchasing 
department asked the German division of ABB Asea Brown Boveri 
for a DMIOm (£3.8m) bribe for giving ABB a DM400m contract 
to build n paintshop at VW’s Czech subsidiary. 
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Rumours surround Reuters as Footsie romps ahead 
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Rumours of a big wire service 
merger were almost sub- 
merged in the excitement over 
the digital television alliance. 

Stories surfacing in New 
York suggested Renters, the fi- 
nandal information group, 
was seeking a deal with the US 
information provider Dow 
Jones, creator of the famous 
New York share index. 

According to a report in 
Business Week, the London- 
based group has put out feelers 
to leading Dow Jones share- 
holders. Reuters, it said, had 
expressed an interest in merg- 
ing with Dow Jones, which 
publishes the Wall Street Jour- 
nal and Barron's magazine. It 
was also prepared to mount an 
outright takeover bid although 
reluctant to make a hostile 
move. 

A US fund manger, Michael 
Price, who runs Franklin Re- 
sources Mutual Share Fund, 
has built a 5 per cent Dow 
Jones stake and says “The risk- 


reward ratio is very good." He 
is determined to push the 
management into boosting the 
shares, which have failed to 
sparkle. Mr Price is reputed to 
have been a significant force in 
creating the pressure which en- 
couraged the big Chase Man- 
hattan-Chemical Bank merger. 

Like Reuters the US group's 
profit prospects have dimmed 
in the face of much more in- 
tense competition and the vast 
capital outlay needed just to jog 
along in such a fast moving 
business. It is said some Dow 
Jones shareholders have grown 
disenchanted and would be re- 
ceptive to Reuters’ overtures. 

As shares have soared 
Reuters has retreated. The 
price, 806p in the autumn, fell 
lljp to 656p. 

Most equities romped 
ahead, aided and abetted by 
the television spectacular. 

The dramatic TV alliance 
provided the extra spur for a 
market already inspired by a 
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high flying New York and a 
weakening pound. 

Carlton Communications, 
reflecting its TV link with 
Granada and BSkyB, led the 
blue chip charge, up 39p to 
558 Jp. BSkyB, expected to re- 
port a 40 per cent interim 
profit advance to £150ra next 
week, gained l&5p to 599p and 
Granada 19Ap to 897 Jp. Flex- 
tech, involved in the digital ven- 
ture with the BBC put on 39p 
to699p. 

But with the prospect of 
more competition the cable 
companies missed out. Cable 
and Wireless, leading the cable 
grouping, fell 13p to 466p and 
rtynex lost I4.5p to 995p. Oth- 
ers lower included General Ca- 


ble, 13p to 176p, and Telewest 
Communications, Up to 1 17p. 

Footsie closed at a peak, up 
47.4 points to 4,275.8, top- 
ping the previous high, hit last 
week, by 4 J. 

The supporting FTSE 250 
failed to match its earlier high, 
although gaining 22.8 to 
4,595.4. Guts managed gains 
of almost a point. 

EMI, the showbiz group, 
had another flat session, falling 
40_5p to Ullp on worries 
about its US involvement. An 
industry study indicated sales 
are slowing down. Supermar- 
kets were in the investor check- 
out with Safeway off Sp to 3S3p. 

Bass, where rumours of a bid 
for Accor, the French hotel 


group, circulate, fell 5J5p to 
846^p with Barclays de Zocte 
Wedd said to be negative. 

Among takeover stocks to 
the fore were Schroders, up 
61.5p to l,714p, and Zeneca. 
53-5p to 1^045p. 

General Accident, despite 
stories that it could barge into 
the Abbey NationaJ-Scottish 
Amicable affair, rose 24p to 
S06p. In a strong banking sec- 
tor Abbey improved 153p to 
7S4.5p. 

Oils remained in form with 
British Borneo Petroleum Syn- 
dicate ending 46p higher al 
1,365 and Monument Oil & 
Gas. following a NatWest Se- 
curities buy signal, gaining 
1.75p to 90p. Enterprise Ofl 
made further headway, up 75p 
to 6S62>p. 

Stagecoach, the buses and 
trains group, rose 12p to 75Z5p 
as Lhe tender offer by former 
Porierbrook shareholders led 
to 28.8 million shares (12. 1 per 
cent) being sold at 730p. The 


vendors, cashing on the sale of 
their Porterbrook leasing busi- 
ness, had planned to sell 35 mil- 
lion shares. 

Southern Electric, produc- 
ing a cash windfall through a 
capital restructuring, firmed 
I3p to S00.5p. 

SR Gent, the clothing strag- 
gler, failed to produce takeover 
developments, easing 2p to 
57 5p. It said approaches were 
“being considered”. 

Surrey Free Inns shaded 
1 lp to 4S6p as Whitbread con- 
firmed it had sold shares. It is 
thought to have unloaded all 
its 4.5 per cent stake. The 
Paramount pubs chain held at 
43 ,5p as Nomura increased its 
stake to 9.7 per coil 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional had another ebullient 
run, up 215p to I,L55p: Mer- 
rill Lynch is looking for l,600p. 

Housebuilders were strong. 
Berkeley, up 3S-5p to 735p, 
raised £34m by placing 5 per 
cent of its capital at 715p. 


Taking Stock 


OOmnicare, sp ecialising ta- 
bome healthcare, rase lOp to 
1275 as a 155 per cent stake 
changed hands. Apria 
Healthcare, a (J$ group 
where Timothy Aitkea was '. 
president until 15 months - 
ago, sold on to o major share- 
holder of Transworld Home 
Healthcare, a Nasdaq com- 
pany. Mr Aitken, chairman of 
Omnicare, has become chair. 
man and chief executive of 
Transworld. He says 
TYausworid will be able to 
provide significance re- 
sources to Omnicare. 

OArcon International, for- 
merly Conroy, rase 55p to44p, 
a 12 month high, as hopes 
grew about developments at its 
Gahnoy lead and zinc mine. 

EJTbere has been active trad- 
ing in Buttonwood Brewery 
this week with vague stories 
of Stake building. The shares 
are l815p. 
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sport 


Villeneuve 
hoping for 
quick start 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 


Williams' bunch of their new car 
yesterday was relatively brief, 
simple and understated-yet car- 
ried an ominous message to all 
those who aspire to their world 
championships this season. 

Patrick Head, the team's 
technical director, talked quietly 
of the evolution of the FW17 
and 18 to the latest offering, the 
FW19. He described more com- 
pact components and improved 
aerodynamics. What is more. 
Williams have the security of 
Renault engines for a further 
two seasons. There seems little 
doubt thal the Williams will 
agaiQ be the car to beat from 9 
March. 

Michael Schumacher and 
Ferrari loom threatening on 
the horizon, but Jacques Vil- 
icncuve is the title favourite and 
his new partner. Heinz- Haraid 
Frentzen. cannot be discount- 
ed Frentzcn admitted that Da- 
mon Hill's championship 
success last season represented 


a difficult act to follow, then 
posed for a few photographs be- 
fore disappearing by helicopter. 

Villeneuve was in less of a 
hurry, but intends to change all 
that once he lines up for the 
opening grand prix in Mel- 
bourne. He accepts the burden 
of expectation on his shoulders 
and seeks the kind of explosive 
lift-off which gave Hill a deci- 
sive advantage last time round. 

The Canadian said: "1 can un- 
derstand people saying that I am 
the favourite for the champi- 
onship and certainly 1 have 
nothing to learn now thaL I’m 
in my second season in Formula 
One and with Williams. Know- 
ing the tracks will be especial- 
ly important. 

“There will be a different 
pressure on me this year, a more 
positive pressure. Last year, peo- 
ple in the States were expecting 
me to fall on my face and now, 
this year. I’ve got to prove them 
right when they expect me to win 
the championship. 

“The first races are going to 
be the most important because 
when you have got points in the 



Campbell back 
from depths 



Golf 


have changed now. 1 feel this 
year is going to be verv good.- 
Last week he opened the new 
season by fmishingjoint-sevenih 
at the Johnnie Walker Classic. 
A 68 in the second round of the 
Heineken Classic here left him 
tied for fourth place, four shots 
behind the 133 total of the 
leader, Padraig Harrington. 

Campbell is relying on spon- 
sors’ invitations to regain his 
card this year but. after the rev- 
mg cuts on purpose. There was . clarions, Campbell could have 
one where I had a 20-footer on a tough road ahead, according 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Perth, WA 

For a man who almost won the 
Open Championship at St An- 
drews in 1995, Michael Camp- 
bell had a terrible 1996. How 
bad, the 27-year-old New 
Zealander only admitted to 
yesterday. “I was not enjoying 
the game." hesaid. “I was miss- 


Wflliams’ Heinz-Harald Frentzen takes a first peak at his car, which was unveiled yesterday Photograph: Empics 


bag you can have a strategy. Da- 
mon had that advantage last year 
and although I made up ground, 
he still won by 19 points. This 
year my situation is reversed. 
Heinz is the newcomer to the 
team. You can always have four 
or five great races and make up 
ground, but the chances are 
you'll then have a bad one and 
fall back again. It's always so dif- 
ficult to catch up." 

Villeneuve anticipates a 
more open championship with 
mixed feelings. “I prefer clos- 


er racing from the fun point of 
view, but it will be better for my 
career if I won easily. I don't see 
that, though. I think Ferrari will 
take a step forward and also 
Benetton and McLaren. Heinz 
is also very quick and although 
it is a different car for him. he 
knows Formula One." 

The “fun", he explained, will 
determine how long this former 
Indy Cars champion will stay in 
Formula One. 

Villeneuve said: “There are 
not many places to go after For- 


mula One. so this place is where 
I'm likely to slay longer than m 
the past, but it depends how 
things work out. It depends 
how much fun I'm gening out 
of ray racing. 

“I* can understand people 
wanting to make Formula One 
safer, but the cars don’t feel fast 
enough. I'd like them to be 
faster. Formula One is 20 times 
safer than it was. and I think it's 
more than safe enough. If no 
one had died, we wouldn't have 
had all this done." 



when it comes to scorching satellite deals. 




At Granada we're going football crazy. 

On 12th February, Sky Sports bring »u the World 
Cup qualifying dash between England and Italy: 

Just check out our fantastic offer below and null 
see that, as Britain's Ho.l supplier of Sateffite TO 
we can bring you the ki! to watch it on. 


AVAILABLE TODAY: FOOTBALL ON SKY 
FOR AN UNBEATABLE £10 PER MONTH!" 


Sofot the best seat in foe house, get yourself 
devil to Granada. 


•no) Save £7-99 per month for 6 months when you subscribe to 
Sky Sports and Multi-Channels for 12 months. Pay only £10 
a month for the first 6 months (price then reverts to £17-99) 
and £49- 99 install ation 

Free installation worth £49-99 with other packages if you order 
by end of play today (not available with Sky Sports offer) 

■when you subscribe to Sky Premium Channel far 12 months (normally £17-99 
per month) and take mstaflabon (normally £49-«9). A on e-off £12 Sky connection 
Ice n payable with first subscription payment 




Football on Sky now only 

£101 

Jwllfa 


per mor.th*' 


Future Exclusive Clashes on Sky 


0 19th Feb Arsenal v Manchester United 
© 10th March Liverpool v Newcastle • 
0 29th March England v Mexico 


r 


Purchase price £99” 


r 


Call free on 0800 28 11 89 
or visit yourlocal shop today 


G R A N ADA I We make it easier for you to Have the things you want. 


* “ -■ 

t pr ^ 3 rr- •* **** * *« *** » » « sty n* c«* 

tor alter payment m wulL JJJEX. Vita, 
of gang m prw}. Granada How. ArepMtosf. Bedford MM2 9(». Member at ft* Grenada Gregp pk. 


The death of Ayrton Senna, 
at Lmola, almost three years 
ago, was a subject tbe team 
were reluctant to discuss at 
length yesterday. However, 
Frank Williams m aintain ed his 
forthcoming trial over the Brazil- 
ian's fatal crash would not un- 
dermine the team's challenge 
this year. 

Williams said: *This is a very 
serious matter and of course we 
are concerned. But the event in 
February will have no influence 
on our approach to the season.” 


the last hole and I three-putted 
on purpose because I didn't 
want to be there.” 

Some may have thought it, a 
few even done it, but it is rare 
for a golfer to admit to such a 
lack of professionalism. Camp- 
bed thought that tbe incident oc- 
curred in Spain, but on his two 
appearances in that country he 
qualified. “I couldn't tell you 
where it was. My mind was so 
fogged up,” he said. 

CbmpbeD missed seven cuts in 
17 tournaments in Europe last 
year, and, by finishin g 120th on 
tbe money ilk, he foiled by three 
places to regain his tour card. “I 
was chucking the towel in all the 
rime and it was very, very stupid 
If I missed out on my card by a 
couple of thousand piounds. and 
if I had made the cut when I pur- 
posely three-putted, I could have 
made my card for this year. 

“I was very pessimistic about 
my ability last year but things 


-.- 'll 
• J " ! 


to John Paramor. the European 
Tour's director of operations, ja 

“It could affect the way spot*- " 
sors regard him for invitations. 

It is the first time I've heard of 
something like this hut some- 
times you can get very low and 
it can affect you in some ways. I 
remember Seve Ballesteros say- 
ing. The day I stop giving 100 per 
cent is the day I'll stop playing’.” 

It took a course-record 63 
from Harrington, the 25-year- 
old from Dublin, to prevent a 
New Zealand takeover of the 
event. Harrington enjoyed the 
early-morning calm to' roll in 
nine birdie putts and lead by two 
from Frank Nobflo and by three 
from Greg TUrner, the first- 
round leader. 

Ian Woosnam. the defending 
champion, shot a 72 for a 141, 
with Colin Montgomerie a shot 
further back after a 73. John Daly 
managed a 71 for a 143 totaL 
Scores, Digest, page 31 


WETHERBY i 1 _ 


HYPERION 

UjO Namoodqj 2L40 Chief MMster 2J0 Cam- 
paign 2-40 The Last FAng 3J5 Celestial Choir 
3A5 Tfeaplanter 430 Roman Outlaw 


GOING: Good. 

■ Ldt-hand oral drrut Bun-In of 200yfk stightiy uphill 

■ Comas ME of town on B1224 tear junction of A58 and At. 
ADMISSION: Chib S 12 (aonxafBnted tntfcc-l 6a Eree); ’hoasalls 
i8: Course 5J (QARr 5J ) (am, tachnllngop 10 4 arfuBsSS). CAB 
PAUFree. 


MARST0N MOOR HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £L2J)00 added 2m 4f UDyds 
121*05 KADI (BBQ (0} Dfoewsm B ll 10 JlrR1fcnton|5) 
22511-2 VAUAOTWAflMX(42)a8Mttsnnoni9115--RteifiSy 

F3B-411 K0NH3CTA KMG (19 0 Shewed 9 114 _A£ 

0-11U13 WEIA5riUtG(4NICS)UsSSmtii7102DJ9cbanl 

412134 DOWN TIEFnL(14HD)tti Jmten8 109 PCabvy 

U12FW-3 M TRUTH (8) SGafep 9105— x 

-6 ■ 


SIS) 


BUNKERED PtEffTTWR: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Southern Minstrel 
(3.45) non a polnwo-puinl ai Atinrick on Sunday. 
LONG4MSTANCB EUJNNEB& Tibetan (2.10) has been senl 
259 nfla by Lady Hereto Irani Angmering Park, WaifoteL 




DEM MY IN WETHERBY NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3^50 added 2m 

1 qUM80{19JFc£sai51l8 ADcMte 

343-163 IRBdXSTO (14) (D) Cape J W3son 7 11 8 Jtidhanl Gaaat 

06 BflimWKia (9) M Hammond 8 U 3 DBertay 

40 BOLLtf FRANK (U) T EaaaOy 5 11 3 —A S Safe] 

FP- CHQPW1L DRAPES (282) JHJQftEai 711 3 MMtiomy 

Off DOOM. (SO) B totted 6 11 3 flaatao(5) 

3W40G DURAH0 (9) T Easatif 6113.. DarekByme 

QPC006 RSH BUZZ(5^ Ms 4 Stats* 5113. 

P HUBARZ(8QCSmei5U3 


BtrnNfc 5-2 Xoaaatta Khj. 3-1 Vatart Ifontor. IDO-30 KaK, 4-lTte 
Last Ffofc 6-1 Dom Tho Fal, 33-1 fo thti 

lOICI DEM MY SWITCH HANDICAP HURDLE 
l±^J (CLASS B) £8,000 added 2m 

1 111144 TOM BR0DIE (14J (CD) J Hoasd Johmcn 7 11 ID -A Dobfeta 

2 lllfy-52 UNC1E DOUG CIS) RB) Mis M Rertfcy 6 11 9 fiCWI 

3 fflf-F BB»DUM0UUNmnBBGMnbS119J>Ca4aay 

4 FAHK3 THORWON ftOt [IS) (CO) f EastBty 811 B ASMt 

5 1-35430 EinDOS (14) (D) M Hanrenl 5 10 13 ftCanftty 

6 13-F Ca£SnALCKaB(7)|D)J^n710lO B Storey 

7 143035 IESBirmHIBl())(CD)MsMSM»61Daiflltaift«Ba()) 

8 3111-53 KMI KtBBS (161) 9HWK Harramtl 6 10 6..I ) BeaSef 

9 335&6F HOUiaiS MU. (7 3)(D) M M es^lg 5 10 4 IfoMkBvrea 

BEITBIfi: 3-1 EdehreiB Do MaMfo, 4-1 Tore BreM^E-l Unto Doofc 6-1 
Tfeonfoo fiats. Cefostai Choir, 31 Qpldoa, 10 -IDbsoR FfoWor, HoM- 
<ntfl, 20-1 Ham ITQgi • 


3.45 


lRte*r 

-Wftjr 


HAROLD CHARUUN IffiMORIAL HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £1^500 added 3m If 
RMDSIDNM (B2fl J Attoftfcr B 12 4 _J* J Atads (7) 


10 00 MMXMK(50}fBBJNo»nr5113- 

U HEWC»TWiy(Uai)Dfoenk5113 FUs*g(5 

12 0 <91 THE OFF CHANCE (4) Llui0i 5 113 N BertJay 

13 441366 ffKWWDN (SB) JH xrnaw 7 11 3 — Mdreal Breoaoa (St 

14 Pftr-5 TOKJCWAY(78)NCnantiertan 7 113J4ls«CI*rtCBffe(7) 

15 SPO flUSH»RAEERnKHas5U3 — H Foster 


P ANTARCTICA (USA) [11) 5 10 12 

oo-P BONNr noe ( ml unff) 51012- 


16 344635- TIE ROND WEST {250} iEpe 8 U3_ 

17 

U 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


-BSforejr 


1 iPriTO 

2 124214 NJSHSAUX}^ (0)C PartB- 12 12 4 |frAflakar(71 

3 PF1P03 MATT RBD (299) (DJ 1180) 13 12 4 IS WMofjjn (7) 

4 212114- TEATMffHl(J«|Q«CS*nfo»14124J»BMta*® 

5 103305- SOUTOERH IUWRH. OS0) 65 NQnrtKfUin 14120.—. 

•- h^. cnaaNfo [71 

6 1M*P2- CM ONEMGSOawnMsIilM^-UlliaifiS 9rias 

7 I2JJCP0- MGWAWHANpIQJHattinBlllllDJkHftrtBBP) 

8 OUOOCP- NO WORD 085) I BAs 10 11 £9 WIB*ar(7) 


-TReed 


GP PB?SIAN SUNSET (SI) UttJBwr 5 1013 EOaola 

RBWL YDHK G BtiertS 5 10 12 PCarfsny 

120611 - SHADOWS OF Sana (£787) Ms MltetiET 9 1012^0*1 
35 SOI4EIHHC SPHDF (3B) M Harrwnnd 5 10 12 -R Mres (7) 

3 FORBIBi NOBLE (12) M Hammond 4 10 ) RGanfoy 

OF JOE SHAW (42) Mrs M Baeley 4 10 7 R Hodge 


6 NAMOQDAJ (13) (BF) D teJason 4 10 7_lkRTbanb» R 
-2S fo ri re l - 

BETTWO S4 010003, H4 Naoodaf, 114 Dmaao, 8-1 Fonwar Nohta, 
10-1 Roya fort, 14-ltrwaon*»a, Nenfentey, DMfei Fnrt, 20 -IRdMkb 
R ajdar, Shadows Of Star, 25-lP|Un8tsn. Balymfor, Ihe Road West 
100-1 « 


FW2Z3- KUADEQ8S)UssJWonrell3U10JfiwJWi»inl(7) 

10 Si- T0MUK(E4qW Bund 101110 MrWBffrel(7) 

-10 fettered - 

BETTW® 4-6 Cab On Ta«st 100-30 Tfeptoter. 7-1 Ill WlWnn, 12-1 
Scadbere Wnstrsl, 14-1 Posada, Ifon Rati, 20-lFMstowa, 25-1 Tom 
Lofc 404 


4 201 ^SlARS OF TOMORROW’ SBNWRDOP0I 


DERMYIIEBOOKMAKBt NOVICE CHASE 


(CLASS D) £5JXM added 2m 4f 110yds 

FU33F2 «XSBUB10(Q(QTExBsly61113 ASUIk 

6521-43 CAmTHAJfB (9) J La^i 7 11 3 A I — 


1 

2 

3 22060-2 CHff MBBIB! 02] M Haronond 8 U 3 Rfiwifor 

4 OHfrP COL0NB. Ft CMff [B5 G FSchBrS 7 113. PCartany 

6 250Fff JUST SUPPOSEN (7) B HotfreW 6 11 3 B Storey 

6 OOP WIU)SAME(18)Ma5MBanBSi6113 — 1 — ATodtf(7} 

-Otedared- 

BEnHK46 OW Ifoteter. 64 Criwrelb ChtoT. M fiatfon Hrita. 16-1 
Cattly »■«. 40-1 test Stepan, 200-1 WOO 6 mm 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


NH FLAT (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 

6 BAWBI (XXMT (49) M WEaap&f 5112 ADoHte 

Q BLASTER WWSONCUjCSTKfi 6112 HRa«v 

UDrSFErU»SWBarG0nBU2 A Tote (7) 

2 K0BlElTM(U)ffC&Bn5S112 PCwtiCny 

03 PHARSMOOnBH34)JffoGenld5U2- 'itOmm 

3 ROMAN OUTLAW (43) M Hammond 5 U 2 RfiaoBty 

SHANNON SHOCNJHorertJOfram 5 U2 — OF^ISOp) 

GPBKHnEfPVMBBCJci«syfiU2 BHwlOisrt 

fiBWSHB)EMBVAflrtw5112 H Storey 

STRONG MABCAtsaCJohraeySll 2 DsrakBpM 

7HUMDaRairT6aaB4y5112 ASSteW 


WVNYMD WKHT Ms M RmI* 5 112- 
OUR CAROL 05) J fetes 5 10 U„ 


2JjO 


DEMMY CREDIT HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £3,650 added 2m 7f 

1425-6 BSCO OES WOTTES(FRS (3)GBtia*6 120-J’Cartony 
214 TBETAN (42) Lady Hamas 5 12 0 MrRThaBtonP) 


1 
2 

IP-4434 SCOTTDN BANKS (14) |Q T Eaatatiy B U 12 BShaay 

410-114 JOOBC»)S5m0F)GntiaTls61011 — - ADutttn. 

5 4143- IMMIBI (S50) M Hannuri 6 10 7 JtfiwMfo 

6 1231-34 mEMIUEmtQPF>KWEafisty6105JBdreidGgt9t 

53-1F51 SHAJS OPTIONS (14) (qTEasretif 6 100 AStott 

-7 declared - 

Mterun w(F | L 10* 7iw Iwniao ve&s: Share Cpnons 9a 126. 
BEITVK: 154 Stac Ogdon 3-1 llbstte, 9-2 JodnCrere, 11-2 PiacreA- 
oa, 8-1 CagwipL 12-1 ScoOmBmAs, 20-1 Disco Dt Mottos 


.-VSMOl 

OlEiOUS StHOK (RQ J Henan 4 10 6 Jtr R ttanten (5) 

CEEWYHi N Oontoian 4 10 1 Mss C IMcdfo (7) 

COQLEmSH 1 HeOWWi 4 10 3... — Dfetac 

-lefedarod- 

BEmNfi: 11-4 NoUe Torn. 7-a Wyayred IWCrt. 94 Rohm Outlaw, 5-1 
GatenMS StreMc, 19-1 Pta Smoottwr, 12-lTfoafoarpotot, M-l Bonkare 
Count 29-lSbaman Sbooa, 33-1 adwre 

■ Breeders' Dip Classic winner Alphabet Soup 
and Dubai Wbrid Cup hopeful Gentlemen dash 
in the Grade T^vo San Antonio Handicap at San- 
ta Anita on tomorrow. Alphabet Soup is re- 
ported in good shape by trainer David Hofmans, 
while Richard MandeUa’s Gentlemen has done 
little wrong since arriving from Argentina. 


STRATFORD 


onelAJLP. TRAILERS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5000 added 2m 5f UQyds 


HYPERION 

U05 ElKfipe 5L35 King Of Camelot 2J06 Seod 
Rloga 2^5 Silver Standard 3J05Parahandy(nb} 
L40 Skram 


15FF-34 UMEN-StfflTD[8HQJM«e81110~ 
F233P0 SEOD RfOGA (14) S Mdor 8115,. 


iRyanSB 

..DFbrttB) 


121W OVa? TIE POLE (57) PCJaw^ 10 11 2. 

56J1P5 THECAMBtUEmGBating9110 — 

022421- AI7JIC HUBS (235 (WOftBren 91012_ — 
123/-12F toSWY PANTO (Sfo C Bnx*s 8 10 9 . 


GOING: Good. 

■ teMiatvi course wbh eouyd run-in. 

■ C-oiRse is SW of SraUorTt-OD-A«on on A439. StraUord station 
1 m. ADMISSION: Taaosslb SB; Course* 1. CAS PARK: LrwkJe 
course Sil. remahufor tree. 


13531U DEnNCnVE(Q(D)UVAtan3cn8106. 

44U4FP CEUWO (4Q CaB T FofSff 9 10 6 . 


GH0gM{3J 


SIS 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
9 
T 
a 

9 40UTOP ROTML SQUARE (XI) (ti) NUBmoden 11 104— JfrDVferco 

10 2LP-S2P BCOTOM (47) R (TS*cn 11 ID 4 DITSMbre 

-10 fettered - 

BETIMfi: FORECAST: 11-4 DtHMHre, 7-2 Artie Mafia, 44 Many Fret- 
to, 1M CaRfoo, 1M Seod Raffi, 7-1 TI» Carereue, 12-1 Santori, 14-1 
Uodrefo lotto, 16-1 Oner lie Polo, 20-1 Rnytri 


BLDOSEKED FOIST TODS: Uaden'o Lotto ( 2 , 0 T>). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASS: None. 

LON G-DE7TAN CB BUNNEBS: Leap In Tbe Dai* i. 3.401 has 
been sail 142 miks lOwLCSkMall Troin CSohoa. North Yorlc- 
i4iire. 


1f)5| MERRY WLLSHOPPWe NOVICE CHASE 

(CLASS E) £4y075 added 2m If 110yds 

224111 BHXPEmt)(62|MP)pe6nil SWyne 

P2P-561 STM£nxrBl(43)UsCCaraBllU8 llrerere 

IF432-F BURCASnE(5) GBaktng6112— EFreMc 


o OKI HARISHORNE MOTORS RCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) EAJ2QQ added 2m Qt 110yds 

1 4340P6 SWIM TOO (S) tts J P»nan 9 11 12 .CHogaaffl 

2 41-3233 SUHtSIANDARDCU) (CD) TRmtor 7 11 3 — 5Vytee8 

3 3213-00 CMB0(U3A)ttl)HBWclll02— ■ Jtaym 

-Sdactored- 

BETTBIG: FORECAST: 4-6 S8lW Sta nfe rf, 1S8 Sfettl Too. 8-1 CariM 


3.05 


Sj-24 CLFTON GAME (76! M daman ?H2 DG*&er 

5N303 CUBiAGKPBBt fl) MfPMiatBn 10 11 2-&ry Lent* (3) 

10O4PP PMR75 CROSS (12) A J iWsan 8 II 2 GHoBteP) 

6G0 TIE SECRET GREF (B4) DMUSrei 6 11 2 .TJaata 

R7-40 »WBPnE(gjPMfloney7112 

S&4 84 s WAWH)(9QGR)47l0n. 


RICHARDSOPfS MERUN PARK NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m 
132460 6E08SE A5HRWD (43) (D) P iJron 7 11 10-M SwnNi 

F24F-21 POUCTBJ(60)ttp*TFcreftr 7 11 10__— S Wps» 

FP BGARCHEf53)MBABm«jr7114.-_» GHopreR 

03U D0M4WE PC PROW (FR) (7) Me L Ta*y 6 11 A J BHaay 
2 PARAHAN07 (59) G Bak&lg 7 11 4 __0Ffl«feo 


OOffOP VVOODUNDS OEKruQP Pmctiand 610 11. JlSetaoiy 

BETTBIfc 4-7 feSpg, 114 ORon Corea. 5-1 Btato Castle, 14-1 Kkxft 
Cnn, 16-1 Sfofft Pteyar, 20-1 Crenel Pater. 50-1 otters 

HBF TOf NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS E) £SJXX) added 2m UOyds 
w- ONfflERLMO YOUIN (313) HssC Caw 6110_l Iteswa 

aGM0BUaCtor7tl(l Jltagaefa 

500 F®»(69KS*y6llO WMeffewd 

1 raN60FCAHEUJT(*9)0ftoiastn7 110 RMsmyn 


1^1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 3PPS14 TOP MVMJH (?C) (12) N tarf* 10 11 4 

7 (71-0530 COlfTIFS CHOICE (12) G Ham 8 10 13 — 0fett(3) 

6 023644 OMWBOOUtSEtm MSSPWre)e810 13--Kmtent(7) 

-Sdadarad- 

BETTIfe JAB RMRber, 94 IMandy, M Tog fofe, 12-lOaleart 
CMe*. 14-1 Big Aretfe. fieaqfo AsHard, 1M Dteai Com 3M Do- 
■otooDafere 




5 35f260 HffTD; ROSE (10 1} Uss PW rKa 5 11 q RMbbertfT) 

BEIIMG: 4-11 Rtag Of Careejot, 100-30 Acbo, 7-1 Ifflnaer Rrtsa, 20-1 
Bentons, W-lCarirettai Youth 

■Graham Bradley is aRjealing against the two- 
clay ban he received at Leicester for careless 
riding on Wednesday. Bradley is due to miss 
next Friday and Saturday, which would prevent 
him from riding Champion Hurdler Collier Bay 
in the Champion trial at Tbwcester. 


STRATFORD NOVKE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3)000 added 2m 3f 

20(000 MK1BHUM LASS (9) Ms M Ranted 9 11 IQ —0*7 tP"* 
432 325 PBMUOItBAErAL (43 P MtoU 5 11 9 —uwDfefedte 

643250 RNERW»E(U2GVatte5U7 -VShttliy 

W644H FONrAffCtOUGE (47) G Bating 7 11 4 BIMte 

3PP041 UTTLE SHEPrjrd ( 16) M Ui^ad® 5 11 3 — iltenm 

0300 CADES BAY (18) N frsmQates 6 11 2 TJota 

0W1-23 HIGH POST (2281 HflC Han 8 111 Dfe*® 

3333M LEAP FI1HE DARK (14) IfeSLStiOalS 110- OPBW 

4552P2 SKRMIUSIRnctaJllO 01*4* 

60010 SAM HOCXE7T|9)P Many 4109- 
532231 DfUGOMQST (B8) D Budtd 7 10 6 _ 

OPffO THAT OUJ FtSlNO (10) J Wifis 5 10 4. 

-UMnd- 

SEIIMa 4-1 rniwniiaiiiiiu. B-l Drefisantot 114 Unto SMfatL 6-1 
fiiSm ftodwtUlD-l H«fe Put. nrerw^ 3UFad*oaw*t 
1A-1 ttefea Bay. U* In The Dark, IB-i nfei lao. W 0» R* 
■6 
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Hill to be overshadowed by Summit 


Racing 

GREG WOOD ~~ 

For at least six weeks, ever 
since 'tne Siberian winds arrived 
to disrupt every t raining pro- 
^aramefromConrwal] toMid- 
tfletom, the front end of betting 
on Je Cheltenham GoIdCop 
nas been boringly fruniliar Tate 
a last look at it this morning, 
howwe^snee the next two days 
couW leave many bookmakers 
with writer’s cramp, as prices are 
revised and then scribbled out 
w> J each turn of events. 
_,£? ,iro fthe first six names in 

Wilham USD’s Gold Cup list, Im- 

P^Cafl, Coome Hill, Dorans 

Pride and The Grey Monk, will 
face the starter over the week- 
end. The good news for British 
punters k that most will be avail- 

SANDOWN 

IZ45: SIMPLY DASHING, who 
scored another bloodless victory 
when coasting home 10 lengths 
dear of Ballyiine over 2m 4 f at Hay- 
dock, is a smart chaser in the mak- 
ing, Aaulwolf, l»/i lengths third to 
Djeddah in ihe Grade One Eiltham 
Novices Chase at Kexnpton, drops 
m class and looks the danger 

[XU 

iOfc CHIEFS SONG, not entirely 
msgraced in finishing 12’A lengths 
fifth to Make A Stand in the Lan- 
-zarote Handicap Hurdle at Kemp- 
ton, ha s less to do here. Double 
$ymphcwy may pose roost proMons. 


able for on-screen scrutiny now 
that tomorrow’s Hennessy Gold 
Cup at Leopardstcnvn is to be 
squeezed into BBCTs coverage 
of snooker and bowls. 

Today, though, Coome HHL 
Writer Dennis s winner of the 
other Hennessy at Newbury in 
November, attempts to give 41b 
and upwards to an excellent field 
in the Agfa Diamond Chase. 
Coome M’s poa^on in the Fes- 
tival betting, second-favourite at 

Amtin/4 XL. 7 -J * — a - - > 


— — — vT, w ^Aiuiu»Juyir 

er than One Man, s some thing 
of an affront to strict form stu- 
dents. They point out that his 
victory at Newbury came from 
a handicap mark of just 136. 

Il is another measure of bow 
far be needs to go to reach the 
top bight that, had Unguided 
Missile, a 25-1 chance for the 
Gold Cup, taken his chance to- 


day, be would have been asked 
to give Coome Hfll all of l(Hb. 

At Dennis's yard, too, there 
is some puzzlement over their 
runner’s elevation in the betting 
markets. "We’re all baffled, re- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Edefweis Du Motdin 

(Wetfterby 3JL5) 

NB: Mr Kermrt 
(Sandown 22S) 

ally," Tim Dennis, the trainer's 
son. said yesterday. "The Hen- 
nessy was only his second race 
m open handicap company, and 
I can’t understand hciw he's 
shortened so much. Well find 
out a lot more at Sandown." 

The Agfa Chase did not orig- 
inally figure on Coome Hill’s 
itinerary, but the lack of rain - 


January 1997 was the driest for 
200 years - has forced the sta- 
ble’s hand. “We’d be happier if 
there was a bit of cut ut the 
ground," Dennis said, "but he’s 
got to have a run before the 
Gold Cup and 1 can't foresee 
any rain for some time, if at all. 
It's pretty desperate stuff.'’ 

If Coome Hill truly deserves 
to be second-favourite for the 
Gold Cup, and not merely a tal- 
ented and interesting 16-1 
chance, he surely must win to- 
day. It may be instructive, 
though, that Dennis feels that 
"hopefully, after this weekend 
the pressure might be off us a 
little bit." This is a tough as- 
signment for Coome Hill, and 
any value sorely lies elsewhere. 

Major S ummi t (next best 
150), who gets 131b from the 
top weight, makes far more ap- 


peal, particularly given his lik- 
ing for Sandown and the recent 
emergence of Josh Gifford's 
string from a lean spell. A 
horse who narrowly beat Major 
Summit earlier this year. Aard- 
wolf (1145), should emphasise 
his chance in the opening race, 
while Ground Nut (120) looks 
the best option in a very disap- 
pointing Agfa Hurdle. 

The handicap hurdle is much 
more inviting, and Charlie 
Mann's TARR5 BRIDGE (nap 
125) is the one to bock. Blink- 
ers improved him considerably 
at Chdrenham last rime, he goes 
well fresh and prefers a sound 
surface, all of which makes him 
an outstanding bet at the Tote's 
early offer of 1 1-1. Chepstow's 
card holds little of interest, 
with Dafcyns Boy (115) the 
only runner to make any appeal. 


The original nine-strong on - 
try for tomorrow's Hennessy 
Gold Cup has been reduced to 
eight by Michael Hourigan’s de- 
cision to divert Dorans Pride u> 
a less competitive novice chase 
(although, with See More Busi- 
ness among his rivals, it will cer- 
tainly not be a Sunday stroll). 

The Hennessy is sml an ex- 
ceptional race, however, and 
fm |*rj fal Call will need to be 
close to his Gold Cup-winning 
best to prevail. With The Grey 
Monk, runner-up to Coome 
Hill in November, also offering 
a form-line to the rest of the 
market, this contest conld all but 
determine the prices on Gold 
Cup morning itself. Expect to 
see Imperial Call firmly barri- 
caded uuo the favourite's slot 
when the betting shops open on 
Monday. 



L5tk MAJOR SUMMIT, a don- 
bead second lo Aandwolf here last 
time, is well k 


aodicapped- Hennessy 
winner Coome HUI has gone up ihe 
weigtns and Avrt» Anson, a length 
third (o Jodanii in the ft ter Marsh 
I imited HantKr&p Chase q°er a! 
Haydock, looks more threatening. 


Z25: ESZADJAN, 9 lengths dear of 
the third when a head second to Nick 
The Beak over 2m 7f ai Wetheiby, 
has conditions in his favour and 
looks fairly- handicapped. Mr Krr- 
mit another well Heated on his best 
idrm, may prove the biggest threat. 

CHEPSTOW 

145: With Senor El Befmtli best mc- 
ing right- handed, General ftrsUng 
coming back firm a lengthy absence, 
Sound ReveiBe yet to recapture his 
form of two years ago and the 
novice Mariners Mirror with plen- 
ty to prove on ground as fast as this, 
the progress i ve DENVER BAY looks 
the answer. The course-spedahsi 
Bells Life may chase him home. 


L45: KORBELL has raced only 
twice under Ruks but has also won 
11 Dunes from 13 completed starts in 
point-io-poims. This testing trip 
and a 5b mares' allowance tilts thu 
in her favour over Eulogy, who has 
smart placed form tut di sa ppointed 
when given a winning opportunity 
last time, and the sort-ground per- 
formers Hurdanle and Matesooic. 

□QQ 

245: There is hardly a runner in this 
field that would not prefer the go- 
ing here characteristically soft. 
FULL OF OATS may be less in- 
convenienced than most, while 
Dafayna Bey is well handicapped af- 
ler a single run (blowing an absence. 


dream vanishes 


Martin Pipe's attempt to go 
through Taunton’s seven-race 
card yesterday fell at the first 
hurdle. The champion trainer, 
who sponsored the card, still 
managed a 363-1 four-timer of 
through Indian Jockey, D'Naan, 
Banniown Bill and Maid Equal 
Pipe saddled three candi- 
dates for the opening novices’ 
hurdle, with Break The Rules 
faring best in flushing second to 
Easy Listening. Tm not deflat- 
ed,” Pipe said. "It was an im- 


possible ta**, but it's an ambi- 
tion of mine to go through the 
card one day and well ny again." 

■ Just three horses, Sound 
Man, Big Mall and Strong 
Promise, have been entered to 
take on One Man in the Comet 
Chase at Ascot on Wednesday. 

■ Mark Johnston’s Celestial 
Key (DarxyD Holland) runs in 
the Cnrisioffc?-Baa Trophy at St 
Moritz tomorrow, a nine furlong 
flat race on a frozen lake which 
has attracted 15 runners. 




SANDOWN HANDICAP HURDLE - 10-YEAR-TALE 


' liSi'of'tfegivondte- 


87 m ss 


6 .4-3 


m sa m as 


ilB 


Wttgfti jrtwaepecg ..8- x a&i mi— : a j j Al a-i nr A4 ?» <» 

ULLj 0 ' 6 - * • o o - 1-~- o 1' 3 

ajO 302. 3042^-' A -L- 300 IQP tfta . on via . -mi 
6£J0' "S- 7 5 - S « fr 7.- 9 


ftM^inyTwip Elmtatac : faiwnttMi -£030. Saccpd FwwiltM sajxj 
^*Wn^^aSi4nnw»iihBM lM r 3Wa« L 3m>ii»riwUiaK«W»i;SBBS . 


wfcratt5jMteBfeBau3-l Q^j’ 


wtanac Ba* Snpplwq 


Jjy WW J Boanaw O: Specavwt^' OSfig).Jfainfiiot 09SS«ifligafi} 
M Eteyer Q):_Spaciarv»*s®jafla*, TrairWot OSSSr - .. 
■' ' .-A abandonett P txfllgrfBp • - ; L . 


LEOPARDSTOWN - Sunday 

15351 


HENNESSY COGNAC GOLD CUP CHASE 
(firade 1} £94j000 acUed 3m £99jt)00 

ZUF5/1 Baj*0Hrn«|W)(CDJPItouls«»912O Dl 

3-UHF DM0U(I4||qmTMerM912 0 TT)»q> 


20-5U5F ErniSVENiraEUQAOteDOieiOUD 

iFlil-4 MrBWLcnL<5i) (coi ^OFStewtona 8120.. 
1P24-21 JOIMM U9 (CO) PBeanonc 68)13120. 
00-6623 KM0rHCQM£S<2aifCD) A Mam (W 10 12 0. 
1FM421 NCRRTG«£(37HC)JI>8aperM913D. 


jCOUayor 


mi-12 HEQHET M0tt({B4}(D) [BF) G Wats IGB) 9 12 0 

-8*dMd- 

BCITItK: mm tapwM Cafl, 100-30 Iba Bray Uoak, E-l Jadani, 9-1 DmoI, Hwry Brifi, 
m IMhnoot Xt« S0-1 hM> VMtm Gft-1 Kb< Of Ibi GbIh 
1398: tatwa CM 7 12 0 C OTtayw 4-1 IF SuOalmin 8 an 


Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup Chase gm) 


1) 

ill 

Coral 

evens 

evens 

_Lsdap>ke» 

evens 

Tote 

1130 

The Ora* AAoeli IG tbchntasi 

7-2 

100-30 

106 30_ 

31 

iodenl tP Beounonu 

. 9-2 

62 

1 « 

62 

DanoO IT Foley) 

61 

61 

61 

161 

Merry Gale U Drawer! 

61 

61 

61 

161 

Behnont Ktan ip MMwnd 

12-1 

121 

1A-1 

14-1 

Idtate Vesture (A O’Brien) 

68-1 

68-1 

261 

50-1 

Mm Of Trie Oelee tA Moore) 

68-1 

66-1 

66-1 

561 


Eoctnmya ffin tnaoMS. places 1. 23 (LoopaittBMn. tomanwr) 


wmrnmmm mmm 

HYPERION 

UL45 Simply Dashing 3-00 Society M^k: 

U20 Chief's Song 330 Wee River 

ISO MAJOR SUMMIT (nap) 4 j 05 Country farquhi 
Z25 ErzadiMi 


GOING: Chase. - Good to Pam; HunDen - Good (Gooc( to Ron baeb UnigM. 

■ Rifiht-hsnd coume; sewn testing fences along hock straight; ron-ta of 300yds. 

■ Come is on XSt07, 4ra S of Kbignon. Esher atotton (service from London. Waterloo) 
a^Jnbw course. ADMISSION: Club SIB (17-2]jraXHk GranctoUndSll; P*ritS4- CAE 
PARK: L2 In members (Mote Lane), remainder tm. 


FORM GUDE 

CHEF’S SONG has shown I* can pa up ttts NO, he acts on last pound and has unco won 
condOWE caces. Anxher plus a hs Kenqwr nm utter the fterae when ho nos always oot- 
paced by Mole A Stand - as he v«o# pre»«x*Jv Of the Pipe horao In Space Tucker's race 
at Chennrtwn. Tha pound mould appear against Doofcia Synpteny Judged on winning form 
m Irdand, but «f» Is in here wati a 10B> aOomnce. That Is ntx bad lor a usriU novtca cintt- 
er wtio would haw beaten Vemara Canyon at the Pwchestown RbsowN but for ctoudi^ the 
last Doubto^uphiv9’5hiinf£B fisnn nnsnof bnEanr -ftlfi toAna&a m The Lxflrote biw 
12hi id Toudst Attraction at the Cheltenham Tesbvai - but she has won *ten fresn. Ow- 
la Braota also luns Hoild. a newcomer out of Harey OecTs jort. hk last win ns ^ned 
from Jural on Gumaas day. lanlo k back over the mHmui after a poor taring at Don- 
casffii (2m4f) last Sabmlfly. It is not certain he can be mated id bounoa bock u Ms Sea 
Victor farm. wMie Ground Nut ie Just a hanScanMrand hart id fancy meeftegCWeTs Song 
on bad twins. Daunt Dcs test pound, but Ms ex- John Gotten performer, who fetched a 
lflO.OOCfens m the sates, looks wo hfehfy med. S^cdoac CHEFS SONQ 


FORM OWE 

With the Jim Old hooes m such ctaddng lonn YUM has to eke the beating after an Im- 
pressM Nawtiury novice trin and a mma course success tram Jack Tanner. Manat nwf TW- 
tyrnorry Toff also handtes this pound and cruised home te H<«dock n November. On the 
uppade. he w* smp fiedi and wed and ta stable wert etau to nnctwigB double on Thus- 
day. Thin Bridge won a norioe «aiy aas^f when tried in bdnltara at OteBEnham - that sue- 
cess tom Southern Nights proving nte thing tor fast ground. Emgan B a M of a Vankor 
who prapessed to land a nnt-mcfc last season. He should cope wnti the ground and looks 
another sura to fipm after a gud WHheoy nin ntee days ap> aid with ha sable ai such 
flna foim. Hred Eartb has pienty of weight. iMe the pound looks teo taS ter Burnt tas 
and OataaL » Kandpa Is off putting, the couse may soue too sttfffcr Tim. but 
Bra a awy Peta a toady at home on this ground and oouid be banpng away at the linah 
vrah Rlchanl Duwoody booked after ha Cheltenham second m Bbiag. Se l e ctio n : YAHM 




■ LEADING TEAINBBS WDTH BDNNEBSc D PBcbotean — 80 wfanen from 8S run- 
naBgtvcsasucmaratioor34JJ%aadamfitlo«£l level stake rtf SOU. 70; J T Gif- 
ford— 21 winners, 1C9 runnera, J0.SH.-il 1.44: M C Pipe— 10 wtaners, 30nnm*ra, 
1 0.0%, -SOji.'i: JAB Old — 7 wtanem. 32 nmnea, SI4K, +iejjj0- 

■ LEADING J0CKET& B Dnawoody— 29 winner*, SO ridea, 3IL2*, +«ai ft A Map**. 
— JSO wbiwm, S8 ndw, 23.S%, 41 440; JOritorae— 16 wno, 100 tides, 15%, -C47JU; 
P Hide — Id wumors, 75 rides. 13.3%, -S1P.80. 

BUNKEBBD FIBST TIME: MacmoiTla (3J10L WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Express Gift EmuUsn (IL35) & Lodmagealn 
tJ^5) have been sent 3G1 mllea by Mrx M Seveley Crom Ltngtele, CkvrixmL 


AGFA DIAMOND UNITED HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS A) (Grade 2) £30y000 UOyds 

m-m CBOHE WL (63| (Ms AOennl W DamfeSU 12 If 

12125-3 MWM50N(14(b)(BPS*n«MCamacho9118 
12F-5P1 DGOlWDore p5)fO (D) [DewraUtftfne^rfcnd SEafc M U2 
61-4121 GDBMUSnC(42)(n WsBJ IncMwtJ JOS™ 8110, 

1133-U2 IMJOB3WB W CTB3WPPWMa)jenxdB1033 



onnl IflPLEY MJRDLE (CLASS C) £5^)00 added 4YO 2m LLDyds 
^ u l Penalty Value £3^18 


12.45 


SCLiy ISLES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A} (Grade 
1) £34000 added 2m 4f UOyds £2L862 




1 Pff-113 ANSJlWt/pTintBUOadyCamlaDernpaalCaorteBne 

2 5014-24 AJSBEJt VMLLEf p!5| (Bialchre C ctithcbi C arponOTd DfMems B 11 6 — AI 

3 46DF1F OtOOVWG |9) (Un T Bra«J J Gfrcsf 8 13 6 Plfcao 

4 4-12221 IAND ABIB C14) (T J Ftxd) P eawr IP 11 6- 

5 121122 MSIHt DRUM (14) M (Mstoftr Baahekri M WMtnn B U 6 

6 Ilf 111 SMPiy DASWiG (14) (D) (STB* Hammond) T Ea5Mt*6U6 

7 234121 STMUT HOME (SI) (CO) IP dmr* P Bowen 6 U 6 

— 7 dsemd- 

amMft B+StoptT DariftvS-lAaitae, 7-a land Alsr.ld-l MhterOnai^ 12-16reovfc* S 
If Km, 50-1 Amber Valey 
X9B& Saner 0 Benuni 7 11 5 G Braday D-2 (Mra S NocN 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

With Aartkvolf sure to g> a tea pace, foe "*»**!» 

and Land Mv. Simply Dashing came Ihiuufji the Wg as* when seenwi^ ® 

al at Ascot and dwtwas the same race Senor BBetosn 

yew. Land Alar stfll hat a turn of toot and B bneresalng owr me longer tiJMwNa Ctebome 
Mil a$Un hold ft m up for a tote buret and it fehanJ tocrab te 
hoc wee oudnas flffJ. Beaien by Ddhoi at Laopartstown and than loo smart Iw urne 
Drum at riemproa he Is bound te gp ctosatoday. Sr ^^^ sn ^ r 

|4 ofll AGFA HURDLE (CLASS B) £15,000 added F0p 
2m UOvds Penalty V^ue £1X1163 ~ ' i -! ? 

1 3P4-1B5 CHSFSSO«(M)CTIWteAiwD^S^7 U4. 

2 4113-35 caoUlt) MJT (Tp TO W» H L ite^nc) H frkler J 

3 124 |O80 WSW f7)(D)(UB RFKof&Mo VWtolfl MB VVIfart 6110 - 

4 00 DNaettDlS«ie*BaWAtamaiitee»UrtFJcnim51fl9^- 

5 FIORD (USAJ (Lnri Hovenl dfi waaerj C ftaSo 6 _ 

B 212F32- DOUBLE STWHOWf {28Z) CD) P^ - 11311 !) ^ 9w*S B 10 4 . 

BETIWB: U.-10 CMefs Song, 4-1 Horid, M. Doitela ^mpbony, IW kudo, 8-1 Da^, UW I 
Milt 

1396: Atoms B 11 8 ft Dunwody B-ll (0 Bwonh) S ran 


6P011-3 MORDOHI«ie(4B)eicnlwil«BRatnBreip)M Stowt 11 1D6 PHotay 

— 0 dfldtand- 

BEITMfc 62 Coome HI, 5-1 Oo BaBsUc, 7-2 Aaro Anson, 5-1 kta^K SwraR, 6-1 Deidra Dom, 

12-1 Moritasm Iflda 

199& Amtok Erpress 9 107 U A fingerald U-2 W HBnoarofl 3 ran 
FQM8GUBE 

Am Abhri to a wel handcapped ofl 143 bearing In trend AdOngun Boy won the Tripleprtnt 
at Chekertiam off 1S2. Amo Anson busdad up the Rkriairitr non» at Aintree laa March 
when receiving Ste, so It was no real svapdaa ha did ao well In htaliret handteap a tertnigit 
atf> when a ctosc third to Jocterra and Un0ridad Mssba. Maurice Camacho reported be- 
forehand that Amo Anson would need the ron and Ws chance looks britfit today wth the 
Bound so wry much to his Wang. But tha Harnessy winner COOME HlU does ooncada 
Avid Anson just 4b. Coome Hi would be espeensf n beat Uneridad MftsHa on any day 
whan ptbng 13ft - somatt*ig which Am Anson Miad to do at Heydock. Cooma m has 
won on fatal ground and the HamBSty foim whh Dextra Dove on UJb woree tenra taid 
be confirmed, a win today by So BaBMfeuflsea him India Gold Cuplne-up. He has ins 
Bound and today wfll show If ha can produce the form My mm Ms favounto courae a&- 
em. wham ha took edwma^ of a 25lb ooncasston from Uigulded Mssfla sft wes*s sbl 
I n Beat heart. Go Ballstie has the same sort of chanca at tfwsa wrigits as Awo Anson on 
tm Ines throuBf UfWAtod Mss8e. Mafor Bunndt retfy wonts mote ait in the Bwnd and 
this surface could be ewn tastar than when he Just foiled against Aartwtf here in Deoenv- 
ber. Northern Wde does not appeal as bang good enou0i. Ba l acdoa: COOME HU 

TOTE BOOKMAKERS SANDOWN HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS A} (Grade 3) £40j000 2m Gf 

1 1/206-30 EXPRESS GET [22J (N tomar, H Vtxrc & D S ArrAfl k*s U HaWay 8 11 10 NSntt 

2 406-112 BIMT HP (USA) (83) mu B Maui lag GM Moore 7 11 5 IH10M 

3 QUWO-1 ms> EABIM (10) (Ms J FMhaM J Fbnshme 9 11 4 , 

4 um-02 aZ*tUM(9)0D)(DSHM)UiBUnaetoy7U2 PMrat 

5 16U-U 7VU»MKym(fqgHMfemAJHR^)JMJeAeaon6U3 El 

6 3F41A-6 WKBBBr(99)(DGBkBlBinAJ«8BOnei013. 

7 2F0611 TMffB{GD|CO| (NESUfl J0B71D12. 


1 NAME OF OUR fXIWR (USA) (47) m<rMMoae)P Bowen U4_ 

6 m MM1KWHD(5iQ(MQia<Mck)CWetidonHO 

P lUCMORHlS (USA) (7) (Pa^nondTooh) D BmoSi 11 0 

OO UAflC BOLK (15) (JlI j FaBMij J JanHns 11 0. 


24 NOimransrtuinKingnorPfceMeiusAnmuOL 

S2 SOCEiriUaC(USA)(EQ)B(AAres)Ctfonill0 

HWAAMKXWrtiirRsonBftetrertfftflKBaBeyllllO 

26 BBJHROA (5D (BF) (G HuthanO G HUbbenl ID 9. 


JNRIdmk 
—P Holey B 
_W Hanlon 
-GBnrBqr 


JlOmoadf 
1 


HBHT PittipAerSftilvBnthaD MbH Kn#<lD5. 


SBMEI1A (B A M IfcHBf Ud Oi Engneering J GBoei 10 5_ 
-lOdacftred- 


JOtbomt 
— PHkie 


2L25 


BE77MB 3-1 Heart 4-2 fb^arin, S-l MnttMu H*d 6-1 StmOm, Society Magfc, ID-1 Hm* Ot 
Ow Friber, Briworta, 14-1 Kacttarri*. 20-1 aOma. 

199t DduariB DaN « ID 5 i TMiy 13-2 (Mb H Kntfrt 14 ran 

lOO|\[ ELMBRIDGE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £9^00 added 
I rfcJV | 2 m Penalty VMue £6^440 

1 11-2322 GALES CAVALEB (1^ p) (Swigs Sscnfl D Gandolb 9 11 13 lOsboroe 

2 211411 SUPER lAOtICS (16) (Pi (H V Peojt R Aker 9 10 3 PHanhyffl 

3 412541 He BlVtR (15} (D) Bean Graham) GM Moore 3 100 1 

4 210211- CBtnai.Y mtONQ (386) (CD) (MrtSlttar/ D NUnfem 7 100 R 

5 mUXS tBHDBPPQt (7BJ (Durid Kru] C IMudon 9 10 0 

-Sdsdsred- 

MWoiuai K(gc IQst The hnBap eetfiK Me BPwr 9a lOB, Canty Swng W an. 
BEIIMftWCefMAftf Street »4 Mae CawBsr, U4 BfoeBiar, 7-2 SeperlteHes 
IB* M0i Bm B ID 13 R Dumm* 61 (R Hodps) 9 on 

FEBRUARY MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £4000 added 
2m flf Penalty VMue £3JW7 


4-05 



P1UU3 IDCWnEawi(M)(lft(UgSbodtallterflonUtMsHnaeltrBlD12 Gleet*) 

9 301144 OUISET (42) |D) |lf] (Writ Kber) U Hanmond 7 10 12 I IBCBmvO) 

10 3-21240 LANSOIMHE (U) (0) (R F DenmeerB P MchMs 9 ID 12 DBaimmCa) 

U 2-16222 IWRAMffPBE(US4)(5qUD5DiaKlen)Mnpe71Dl2- 

12 60-1121 mnSBRIWE (49) <P) (Tueadai tyvicaBj C Item 6 10 9- 

13 531214 !W(15)(D)BF)pWnps)Jj8nMtt7103 

-131 


Jl 


1 

13 AHCHCinUUPN(BS)(DMfHobranlMBakadiG117 

PHoAey 

2 

3 

02-405 C0UKTBYrajIQliWl(I4JtUfc6 CAIamct) Rtfc<^a5 11 7 

1 B KMMffi 

BOmmeedf 

4 

5 

1-25 MNCEIlLnXJOROPISJ) g)erekMABK0PHriiols6117 

ftW.-WP H TOTSSF (41^ (»*](UnxVn In^ort 1 OH 7 11 7 

— N HHeenoe 
r ton 

B 



7 

M lflBBHHAUefe(Ga)f: AMHnnfifiMiiMidRII 7 

H RantoCT) 

B 

-WUM PMISICtLRM^IACntaflmnml UMn All 7 

~ Ifcnlnj p) 

9 

oi mBanrafTOfinyPtannK-niMiBU 7 

BBraJay 

10 

35.25 neMinriinii ^nxi.RKww.ieyiMmrav^.17^1 7 

*Wm 

U 

644052 BUZM HRACIE (IG) (kks R G Herdtnan) Ua R Heretassn 5 11 2 

o surer n 


-HA 


BETTHQ 3-1 Tb^nmylUf; 4-1 tXfori, 01 x 4111 , 9-1 Tina ari^,ll^libnw^ Pete. IZ-ined&rtb, 
Iocfw«*, Ontiet, 144 twedoant 16-1 Dm, awt Bant tap, 261 Hr Keral, SM. Erema OR 
IB* TranBM 9 U 1 R Dunroody 61 U FtaGoaU 14 on 


-UMarod- 

BETTWG: 61 OlanliBB ftUt. 7-a RMtag Crop, 4-1 □ FreMe, 61 DncatHjcodnfk, 7-1 Ceutey 
Iteqrik, 61 Cmu IfM, ia-1 AtScTrfceryALciRrKbnfco. 161 8tari«Mbacfo.MBnm,2d-l 

minim 

IS* WMBM 7 U 7 M A Ftegmkl 2- 1 (N Handnaxt) 20 ran 






L1NGFIELJ) 

HYPERION 

1^30 Our ShacftJee 20)0 KafarZ35 Dark Menace 

3 jn Tiwa 3L40 Mr Nevermind 4-15 Ctassy Chief 


^-qKl PELLEW APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2^75 added lm 


GOING: Sunriord. 

STALLS: Sr, !m -ocukte; rea - LisM'’- 
DKAW ADVANTAGE: Luw tn prints. 

■ Ernrlmurk surfto?: lrft-ban«L ^«TP unduiaUnjl 

Srouiw b SE or 101m on B20!A Ungflrid lUrion (w^by 

5w, vworia) arDobw courw- ADMISSION: One Bnduwre S9. 
CAR PARK: iTub S3; remainder firce. 

wHST 


BUMCEBED POST TIME: Mediate (vkwed) (1-30), TtaUyar 
(4-lfiV 


1 3031-51 RAWCU)(C)GM*sray41DQ AegHs SMbtNM P) 8 

2 60504-1 HAraSUEH*{9)(OftGLklan71DOJ(BMfMEr15)4 

3 «3-3HO H«UU5IOnf(U)fCDMB0DBsreli 03*996 

terry Bafcar® 3 

a 04042-5 HB3UIE (2^(0) A HUe 5 9 4 loHuMroBV 

5 £0063 OURSKUJtEfje) (P Kfcay 790 — Mfcory Bond £9 5 V 

B 006000- SPECnftE JH D* B teane B B 12 — aMb0wr£)7 

7 000-001 B<roDOTai)(QJ8C*PniOT4ai-AlicCwfforP)2E 

8 0000-50 raffll GOUGHTIY (15) R Fbui 6 7 13 — GW*nlBE 

9 0046 HAD ALEK (11) M Kspnss 4 710 IFririe(S)9 

•(Mari' 

AMOUR ireRK 7H 1* tfta kaniaeap UsdAte 7te 6KI. 

BETTMC: 7-2 RsmI, 61 HBWl Sim, B-3 Hetla SoosNce, 61 Me D(M, 
OuStradw.61 ftaor GoBddy, IM HedWe, ZM-PAedAte, 261 Srk- 
tadster 

BLACKWOOD CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 

E) £4,025 added Sf 


| 0 Qg l COCHRANE LMTED STAKES {CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 6f 

4QD600 BBCHT PABAflOM (7){Q (DI Kkoy895 CCcri*! 

000524) DARK MDUCE (28) (0) EWherfB'5 95 A My (5) 8 B 

303506 MRrSC8WMRE/7)(QKlMiy495 D 60*78 

400046 1DGE PERT IAD M J ter0- 5 9 5 F Norton 5 

000645 SBXAS8Btt2DRO)JLItans99 5 DHoaud9 

006004) SflUPBM POH B WHgUCB Mgs J Owe 59 5JB Wriafor 4 
0000-22 IWXASl»0(mB9ta'IN)n7aon595D'MBnnZ 

404666 aDPSaAO{BBJ(7)JBA0592 IQteaS 

503000 VEESET P91) Wn B ht"1 92 DtentaalE 

- 9 1 


3^0 


BEXIMB: 16B DBA Hearoa, 62 Thlci As tNevM, 162 kmyti Mi Mra, 
IK SrMkte;M.8Riitop. 1Q1 ffl—nn Dn a MfH , 161 B4B«f 
201 Veeaay, 33-1 Ia0a Part lad 


JERVIS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4*900 

added 7T 

01311-1 WlEVBllM)CM)|cp)GLUaaie7lD0-SWhlteMlh3 
146514) SKHtr CLASSK (14) (CO) M HKWrvEkS 8 10 0 -A Oarit 2 

00111-6 HRFR05IYC19I (BO) WJBI«5 912 DMM5 

_ -- -£NUterl 


2-00 


3JL0 


^^D^^NCE*^GNNERS: Msetuig (4.15) has be en s«tt 
SSW MkWtetanr, ftaih 

«ik. by G M Moore from Wddktam. 
SK^Badte-d cafiOOJtaaMnderiftrJBonrMm 
Oocbcrhnm, LancaeWrr. 


1 241-221 KMJUt(3)ieO|OChapii0ha99 LGtsneefclB 

2 600006 IB* B6WSS (B) (B G Mae 4 9 7 BB»M4B 

3 0003-22 IUIHAE5TCft{0) tailhampson 4 93 *£1000(3)3 

4 0154-24 «JWDByWSS(7)(CD)JBne^388 0IHnta»2 

5 6 UAVEi£P0UQUE(X45) WTun»38« TSpratoiB 

B 520603 BICWAItnCA (I) J Bsay 3 7 I D- PfemyBB 

BE7I8*WIM^llH4asarMfca,7n2HBera*H*7-lM 
161 0 IMto taqaa, 33-1 tep Eipwss 


DICKIE WILLMOTT MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,900 added lm 

1 05200-0 HkUIE CUSBC (2B) RWHams490 DB0ll 

2 040406 MBI0rBlff(99DCD«i*e490 NBtaar4 

3 BUDOWBEBcbJoncsSBO JHNWn2 

4 03234- ZURS&35)MS»GayKl*«y490 OHotecdS 

5 a MCffi.'S ROCK (UR Q L Moore 4 B Q B Wtetwc rt ir 3 

- 5 rtrtsnrf - 

BEnHCb 49 Zbn, 61 WMy Bff, 163 Rubaft Bade 7-4 RatoVdn, 
161 Haute Cttme 


311-051 TMM CRrasn ICO) V Sane 899— 

00-2315 ARBWLHAX(IA)(ED)PHiCt8ran497-t«c 1 nteA HW by(7)8 
10411-3 HA06HIY Pteltl. pan) 60 P Erens 5 8 11 S Sudan 7 V 

MfiO-30 JO IIAXMIS M ID) 5 Doe 5 8 10 AMy(5)B 

503606 PGHUIUSFtHHI (9)R3)) MrsLSQSbi 6B8 — .TSprebe 4 

EEnM 114 M NMiaftM 4J.1tea Deris, SASpee^fClMHc, 61l0Mr 
PhM, 13-2 Je Hates, 7-4 Ibyatri Mu, 84 Hr Rod* 144ta8see P0C 

| AYUSH FAN E-SAUNDERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4jQ25 added lm 5f 

1 332052 MNDOMnOESSaDftnDan^iOO ISte dr 3 

2 06311-2 WOTUSHAMtES {IQ (C’Jfl (Bf) L M IU 6 9 9_D Itatend 4 

3 043560- CHU«SCHOKE(S3)WMasonG98 fiCMUrS 

4 00200-1 CUSSYCUffFZlJCTiMwJSB CMtor 1 

5 254-424 UM)M[£QRNWun5S9 IBreerblRS 

6 00500-2 CHEZC«nUH(U)mRAtetiia6B7 SteedaraZB 

7 223606 ROHR CMOS nftS|PHH>OerB BE DHantanB 

S 320636 afflM0ffl}(26)Rtofiffihaal5Bl )Qntei6B 

9 4/06544 WSWB (15) Citation 4 7 10.-. AHcCk%(7)7 

_ 9 ■ 

MnMwn HegN; 79 100. line tandfcap Mgfr Mussrg he 7b. 

BEmn: 1D690 IBotiaMlwMR, 7-2 Cbacy OM, 61 BralM Ktefoea, 
M tenha, 74 Ms lag, 61 CtazMHn, 10-1 7M0r, U-l rriteu 


RACING RESULTS 


UQ;a.Ct^HHTLW>rc».l 

6-1: 2 - EM Ami Mou 33-V »■ Pleaewe- 
^ 7-a. 13 ran. lfrafwHad 
ia. 2. IT Foreter, Pwmfon) ■ JoCk £&30; 
£3.00. £3J50, £l-90- &= £457 - d0, ^ 
£ 146 . 90 . Tria 021.10 (part wnl. 


\%TBE 


ffi )j w « a 


VDEYfl 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 





2 . 0 ft i. soon (J Osboma) 61; 1 SW*- 
b Saeda! 6L 3- KeatewiM Way 14-L 8 
GRtetng Pah (SthL 2^. 0 J«*- 
ms, ptoyeton). Tota: £6-80; £1.70, £1-70. 
2«uDft -13050. CSF: E323S- TriOfl: 
£36L2ft Tria £79^0 (0«t won). Nft 

Mu ? it w [ ^ffliTTCR Kl£ IP udei 13-2: 2. 
earofa 11-2: 3. tedu TM«® W-l- 
9-4 fw Temem (fe«). 2, 
on). Tat* £650; £2Xia^a£^^ 
fWlOOL GSft £38.74. Dm £80-80. NftWid- 

""uaEL'llMB FARTHINGS |C UaMftyn) 

i68 ew: a. 

bteatfee 7-2 lOna Z & UCU. 

Tate: £250; £160, £Ua £1.60. 0^60- 
CSF; ffi.48. TriK £18.10. NR R«l 

130: i_ GIVENTIME a Hflfwey) 7-2 ftv; 
2. A N C Eripraa* 4-1; 3. PUurtlo 
6L lflHte-2,4. (ATumel VJgittafiW-TK** 
£4^0; £120. 

2. UMy H«h Sheriff 6L 3. awd^ 44 
fW. 15 rare. 1¥>. 13. ® PHHJJ.CB 

KSJ<«rv). TM* £Z&2ft £6«5& 
f 160 - DP. £54m CSR £113.75. Tncauc 

£40183. Tno: £31840. , 

43 ft JL11C8SBTS GIFT (MAaeSHfl 9-2: 


2. SbttbenkRMt 11-4:3. 1«y Sport AM 
12 -L 6 ran. 62 fiw Frlareiy House (5tfq. 8, 
7. (G L Moore, Bridwon). Tate: £5-00; £190, 
£180. Iff: £950. CSF: £15.77. 

Jaekpoc not won (pod of J5J324.43 carried 
forward tn cnepOCTwiateyJ. 

Pbtcepot: £307.40. Qaatfoot: £13.60. 
Place K £196 .S4. Piece 5: £48^6. 
CATTERICK 

140:1. RUSSIAN RASCAL (P l«ei)61: 

2. j J Baboo 62 tov: 3. Arabian HeigMa 
20-1 19 ran. a Ml (T BatfreW. Totes 

C 5f<y r-» Kn , £110. f.ll.lO. Dft £790. 
CSF: «iFa 7. Tria £10730. Mt: Port VWen- 
ste, ReBpectmg. 

2.1ft 2. HCO SOC0 14 S smttl 6-4 tof 
2. The BH ffDomefl 13-8; 3, MBee m- 
age 20-1 5 rare. Vh. tfisL (P Chess- 
brough). Tote: £190; £390. £110. DF: 
£390. CSF: £3.94. 

2j4ftia«n®i IF taffy) 54j2.w» 

Cauar 12-1 3. Nonfle Prince 5-1 15 tee. 
5-2 AnWnfl (6tM. 11 3V^- U RtGeraSd). 
Tote £640; £2.60. £230, £190. OP. 
£2a0aCSBSa2S-Trtc:£19-0aMtR*d- 
wcod Lad. No 10 Redwood Lad (200-1) was 
irittxftmn not tindei'flnMffl. Rule 4 dbes nu 

l.Y3U^CtD8IC Qteto 10-12- 


jatanaU613.Sayteora4-litfM.14na. 

4- 1 It fsvfo A Moment (4th). 13. U L Eyre). 
Tate £3230; £3-20. £330. £4.40. DF. 
£70.60. CSF £100-21 Tricast £40239. Trto: 
£11030. 

2AOH. WEAVER 6£Om£ (M Mokmy) 
U-Slw; 2. Tin soldter 9^; 3. TMn FaBa 

5- 2. 4 ran. 2, 25- (W Storey). Tate £2-70. 
DF; £230. CSF £4.77. NR AQadeer. Steft- 
»am. 

4Jlft l- TUY (T Bejl 6*4 tav; 2. Solo* 
m Springs 61: 3. MRS Penbem 7-1 5 
«l 6. 11 (A Stnmeri . fate £190: £L50, 
£130. DF £23-Oa CSft £1090. 
Pteeepof £7160. Qnadpat: £3450. 

»6: £5435. PlueeS: £2938. 


SOUTHWELL 

15ft 1. HEAD 6A«®ra (TG MObURv 
Bit 7-2: 2- love Me Do 611 fa* 3. Slate 
of Gold 20-1 9 ran. ’A, lfl. (N UttmaJartf, 
TWfc £7.70; £230. £Utt Una DP £2.50. 
CSF: £5.73. Tria £1030. 

23ft 1 RAMBO WA13ZBUT 5kUM) 
11-10 tm: SL Gwduk The Ud 1627 3. 
Sandaioar Dental 7-1 10 ne- 1 V>- (P 
MCMBB). trite £2^10: £140, £230. £140. 
DF: £12-80- CSF £8.45. Tno: £2040. 

2£&1 PET EXPRESS (LCremock) IM 
far, 2. MHte Itatoy 61 S. SMperchwBer 


6L 8 ran. 3, 1V>. (P ttaslam). Tbte £230; 
£110. £150, £2-70. DFi £6-50. CSF: 
E10.0L Tricast £30.91 

120:1 SEA SPOUSE (N Adams) 1 1-1 
1 Rood 61 S. Captain's Doy 7-1 11 ran. 
65 tm Prido nrn. Y«. 'A. (M Barshenfl. 
Tote £15.00 £3-40. £3.10. £110. DF 
£2330 CSF: £8339. tricasc £39111 Tria 
£145.60. 

3L5ft 1 CMJOBt KBIG (R L2ppHD 62 Jl 
toil B e rate 62)t fas; 3.Afribntatae7JL 
8 ran. 7, 1 U Eyiti. Tate £330; Oflft 
£130, £200. BF: £6.10, C$F £8.16. 

42ft L CALDflXJU (G CwW 7-1; 2. 
Carol Again 261 3. See God 7-1 7 ran- 
45t*Qialuk Pride. 2. 1%. ID MOcKyL TOte 
£1030 £230. £4-00. DF £8830, CSF: 
£12035. Trtcasc £94245. NR: Mad UKsnt 
Raoepct: £11930. qeadpat: £10030. 
Ptaoe ft £88.71 Ptnee S £67.05. 

TAUNTON 

14ft 1 EASY UBTENBIBURMBXil 14-1 
2. Brteclbe Rutas 161; 3. Merawnng 61 
12 ran. 64 fw Malt The Clouds. 2 , 4. (N 
HaeM) . Tate £1730 030 £390, £180. 
DF £63.50. CSF £18925. True £19130 
(part won). 

ZJft i. MNAff JOCKEY (DMUfch) 61; 
2. CracMog Pronpect 61 3. Nonfc Vta- 
tey 7-2. 9 on. 61 tm Nonham Stager hm- 


aaated rider). 8. 1 (M Pipe). Tote £R40 
£2.70, £120, £170. DR £4070 CSF: 
£3158. Tread: £107.76. Tna £4170 
2.45: 1 DfttAAN fC Maude) 100-30 2. 
Ataepa 4-1 3. Ultimata SanotUe 31 (w. 
Ban. 2.8. (M Ape). Tote £3.00 £160 
£1.10. £170 DF: £920 CSF: £i633.Tre 

caff: £4Q .i 05 

ajaiAWVwncrrDeearfta) 2-i te 2. 
Over IlB Wrier 361; 3. Cbarita Pant 61 
30 WLft3fe.gft0WN- tote IJ.6 0 ; £3.1 0 . 
£3.70, £180. OF: £37.70. CSF: £8393. Tux 
£10930 {part won). NR Upnatg. 

2L4ft 1 BANNIOWN BU. (D Waishi 61 
far. 2. MoenM 7-2r 3. CMdtawCtioeetee 
61 7 ran. 11 0 IM Pipe). Tote £330 
£230 £2.60. DF: £1030 CSR £13.49 
405: 1 MAD EQUAL (G Supple) 2-12. 
AAr Strong Beta evens te 6 Tlgrir Clew 20- 1. 
7 ran. l, lft (M Ptel- Tote £3 40 £2.50 
£110. DR £290 CSF: £433. 

4w4& 1 WUDROfT RflOERA IP Hertayl 
7-1 2. P ne ybarg 13-2: 3. Mte Forty 61 
10 ran. 16U im Ms Em (ted). 2, (9 sl (R 
Ataer). Trite £970 £170, £110 £170. 
DR £13.70. CSF: £4533. Trice £17.40. 
Phtaepot £43.». Quadpot £230 
Place ft £3011 Pteee 5c S3. 73. 
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sport 


[l Aefa Limited Hamficao Chase 

-Sandown JL50 1 


Corel WRMatHN 

Ladbrokes 

7«rte 


63 

1,1-4 

K 

_3-l 


61 

64 

6? 

64. 


11-4 

61 

100-30 

7-a 


61 

11-2 

62. 

PorereDoMe.fS £ate’lL‘a?B>.i 

7-] 

61 

_ 8-1 
161 

7-1 . 

161 

..7 1 

11-1 

Sash-war a ouarfer (he «**. pftxs 1. 

2 





War Hil 

ledbrofeea 

Tela 


10630 

3-1 


3-1 

4.1 

iJ OtalOftlTIDl 

11-4 

10630 

61 

(Mm M RmHev'llQ 2 fo 1 

« -j— «» pwm IM Roe'IDsf 12fo) 

lira 

61 

11-2 

61 

tlJ^ 

61 

61 


161 

61 

7-1 

11-1 


to) 11-1 

12-1 

U-l 

U-l 

FM Earth U Fanshawe- 1 lsl4B>) _ 

,_S4-1. 

14-1 

12-1. 

14-1. 

rwaW (M Hammond'10ffl21W 


14.1 

14-1 

12- 1 


Bnrat taro IG M MdoreT ljt5M 
raw u Janlcn Bd 0tt3BI 


161 

161 

161 

_261 

__261 . 

161 


161 

861 

261 

261 

14-1 

tat 361 

33-1 

33J_ 

_33J. 

. ..25-1 

. 28.1— . 

361. . 



Mr_Xtnfe-(4 J_W0sorv3P^13fB) 

Each-war a quarter the Oftts. places 1.2.3 


CHEPSTOW 


US Denver Bay 
3L45 KorbeR 
2-15 Fufl Of Oats 


HYPERION 

2S0 Little Hooligan 
3J20 IndEan TTadker 
3J55 White WBow 


GOING: l rood. 

■ LefL-hand, undnbUiiu: coaRe wrib nm-tn of \1 lOyibi. 

■ iVwrw h on AtfiO. I'hepreuw nairtav I CirtWT - UbMrnan llnr) lm. MIHIsaoN 
UubS I t; TAunNaDe Sin (OAThSGi. CAKfABK: FYw 




■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH BUNNEBS: H Pipe — .HI winwr* Inint IH'i nrnniD* 
roves a MJnwi rano ol ST.frte ami a hmt m • £ I Irvit -ule .4 ST -II; N Twteuw- 
Eteitee — 2] mum flWnmncrs. Jl.Vfc, +i Hi r.7. P Ilobba — IH wTriiiT*, Til ran 
nem. 2.'i.7H, 4lt:i.lti. D Nlehofenw — lli mntH-nt, Wiwmrri, .ri.-IH, +lfi in 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: B Dmmoedy — CD wltmn^. 1 1.1 rirfw. Ch.T'fc -4 , -V II A 
P McCoy — 21 wmnrr-. 71 ndrs, 28. Ilu +MI II. D Bridgwater — It* wnmft. 
ndcs. 'JOto. +i2T.I8; C LlnveDyn — ir. «mra-n>. 82 rVt f^. IH .IP*, -Si 7. tt*. 
BUNKEKED ISTIIME:^ Wide Suppon (v^annf ) ITffl WINNEBS IN LAST 7 DATS Nrw 
LONG-DISTANCE KUXNEKS: Yeung Kenny (l.ir.i has bern Milt 220 miles Iff I* 
Itrairnunt Dmn Branrt-by, North YnrVadure 


L15 


BBC CEEFKX AND MARCIA-ANN COOPER 
HTMP CHASE (CLASS QflDyOOO 2m SfllQyds 


BBC! 


3N>435 SOUND HTVE11E IM) lUa G AbecaSJSl C 8w*S 9 120.-- 


rrn 


312AU3 SDCRAL KBSHMS (B52) UE Pgran 0 NcMson U120-- RJdhmn 

P16-5P3 S8KM EL BOWni (15) (0) (Gread ftxki Mb S N ott 8 It U - CUnte*" 

11 MK TSRAO (41) (B A KfoamcM U Pipe 11 U G TJHiapIfe 

112-163 BEUS LffE (12) (CO) (R Gets) P ftobts 8 U 4 Gforewy 

2D31U HARBER8 kBRBOR (43) (D) iF J IUU N iMbton-DMU 10 ID 13. 


6103-63 DENVER BAY (St) ftfo te)t>) J GAM IP 10 12 LAapMW 

P11WJ W KNOWS BEST (49) (CO) (DMd Hwnplwysi G l tons fl 10 8 £" M ~ 

23UP53 com msmuwu. (W) («] CT iBpmaia NX# G Baemg 7 10 B B 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
S 

9 

ID 14365-5 SEEK THE FAIIH (USA) (B) B (BF) tH H F ttathete M ShepCHnl BIO D -J 

11 33-134P BQIIAHM LANCASIBt (12) |Q (M (Min) W GiAi U 10 0 Mft«ta(7) 

-Udtctaed- 

Mnrtuin acftnc iftt Due namacap ecghC Buttamh Imam 9st4B. 

BETtMft 100-30 Bel* Ufa. 9-2 Terse. 11-2 Denver Bay. 8-1 Harters Hkiw. S-l CaeanA Per- 
tafcrfc Sa«k Tat Frdth. Saaar B BetraBL 12>1 SntaH Da riis, DM CoeU Pfttwte. MU Be 
teen Bari, 25-1 Bea|enia Iraoecter 
19H: rweng abandoned 

FORM GUIDE 

Bean Ufa has two wire m* the couree and dfttance tofts credit and he ranrtely wet 
betand staUemate OtsiwSI Lad at Newton Abbot. TERAD finished fouth Detwrd 5oi*Kfc> 
Strong m that race, mf attiwuffi the maran cd ho deteat (21 lenohs) rru^st seem o kms 
way. he was m front at the then last and ms running ha bes race tfts mason alter mai- 
ling useful company In two previous outtags. lerao has been dropped 5ta. whren n only 
2b more than when he beat Turning rnx « Newbuy (2m40 laa ftreuary. Sound ReteBe 
Is down 101b save the start of the season but s snf struggling id find his form, while 
Sonar E Badattf s not proving co-operative tfts season. He probably needs to go ntfn- 
handed. Mariner* Minor continues in fine form and certainly is rex out of it. despite De- 
■ng a novice taMi« on seasoned handcappers. S el ection: TEHAO 


145 


PRESTIGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 
2) £15(000 3m Penalty Value £9^915 


BBC1 


34-1P12 EDGEMOOR PWHCE (IB) flhe Raci^ IfarK) P Hotts 0U3. 
01/262 BESIOFFPBB8(S6UlknMcGani)MssHKnl0a7 110. 


.C Maude 

JFTUcy 


4254-23 DE5IMI7E5inUVAL(U)(BR()]DntnCUenxriDNchDUon6UO — JDBrtdffrelar 
216330 EUL0G7(13)|)BR(MaiBracaci)eriRnne7n0. — 1 


241-201 IAJRQANTE (11) (IiAComXan& LUG Baking 7110- 

6 5S3-42 MBCSOfaC(B4)(MBWHrirau)RAaicr71lO 

20-UFi samnr(BB)(i2)MsEBGatft«tRBiKMer7iiO, 
54/233 TUY (USA) (1) (Cneadri A Gseaer 7 110 . 


_£ Cfelord 
-JCritoty 
B PlMKlf 


.BaabUMV 


7 

8 

9 331-54 WAiWBI FOB PUffHlS (S7) (BF) fTary Waner P ftrtte 6 11 0 — CUnteyn 

10 0FU321 WUNBKEMff (U)(D)UGfted)PBeeiinm6110 RSrafde 

11 21 N08BBL(U9(D)|)K)MBM)PMcretaBlO9 RXteto 

-lldednd- 

BOTING: 7-2 Destbi tTEstnnal, 4-1 MnrtwXe, 5-1 Yoratg Kaoff. 132 Bdogy, 7-1 Horfiiil, 161 
Bte Of Mends, Edgamor Pflnra, IM Mamtonfc, Scotty, 261 Wrirear Rtr Plem 
RWMGUBE 

HURDANTE. havfog run too freely when beaten a length by MmeSa Man here m Nwem 
bar on fti hurofeig debut (2m 4f 110yd). could not hareM the tl0it bend when only sev- 
enth behind Snarava^T at Haydock. But g wos a ddlenim stoiy at Leicester last bme ana 
Hurdante proved far more amenable, leadeig at the fourth last and strafeng away for on 
easy wfa Desdn D'Estruval, who hod decent forni aer fences in France, has so tar been 
Kept to hurdtag. He totalled 25 tenths dear of Royal Event whan touched off by Hnufft 
Quest at Fotaesmne on Iris fina attempt, and asm /ust missed out to Ybung Kenny and 
Moraecot n a driving finish over tfts tnp at Leicester. He had looked the winner at the 
tan and. despite meewg the wmner 6fo vwise. may haw the peaur scope. KorireB won 
an earier (kva>on of that Leicester race, but it looked the weaker leg and the wrorenr. 
porit-lo-point mare may haw met her match here. Sa ta cttare WJRO/WTE 


2JL5 


JOHN HUGHES GRAND NATIONAL TRIAL HXJAP 
CHASE (CLASS 8} £15,000 3m 5f UOyds 


BBC1 


2UF-5P miESWIMIHJMamenJH Mamas 3111 10. 
244444* Fvrers MAP R2) « JTciyIR Atellll?. 


U24UQI2 DAKYKS BOY [50) lAlan Mori N IwSAVDanes 12 11 1 


. CUnteye 


3U1-3F FULL OF OAR (15) (D) (t D MaCftntt Mss H Kngl 111011 ICte^r 

156644 SUCEY BAY (10) (Ms Mamnre G Bamert P WctHfc 11 10 11 RAtem 

6-54533 SPUHWBtoNPJ |C)lUBn(3opet)jQAQnl9104 lAqwl(3) 

1PD0-43 SEE BHUCH (12)0 A G Veodenj R Oudda 9 ID 1 SHcMM 

8 1A343P OBlUAniN CM) (G F Uwaost G GAuanfe 1? 10 0 rOowoteeCT 

-Bdodmd- 

Hftnun tegfic lOst True hamfcap m#C DfsHUfon 7sf 10D. 

BEITMft 7-4 FriO Of Oats, 4-1 Datqns Boy, 9-2 Sunlqr Bay, 61 Ryert Hap, 61 SptdfiBgUo, 
ID-lSeeEHhte. «-l KHeeMn, 60-1 DWtacfloa 

FOMA CUDE 

Dtacyns Boy came ihrouRi off a strong pace to take second behind Samlee over three 
fuiKirigs less here to Decombor. Thai was a tremendous comeback after rmssmg last sea- 
son. though no less eyecatching was FULL OF OATS, who stayed on over ihe last three 
and would ham edged out Ngei ltoswn-Da«m' 12-year-old in anothEf stride. Last saa- 
soqfiJ Of Oats notched three sbsegBwre at Warwrek. the fia by 20 lengflB from M fcsf ita. 
and there Is a fair chanca re can coflect tfts pn» eff a mark onh 1 5fo higher than the lot- 
est win. KUiestwi. who showed startling improvement after that Wanwck nm. has fetreated 
into his shell agWiund Sunley Bey has afar Better chance. The ®«v ran wan ciciU con- 
Wdenng the last ground behind Wooctancfc Gerwre ot Taunttxi |4m2f) last Ume- Mfesftn 
and DtadBaUon taled off. Ram would gwe him a chance. Se l ection : FULL OF OATS 

lo cn] POACHERS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
L.^rTZlJ £2^00 added 2m lLOyds Penafty Value £2492 

5QM623 FONTMIgys (48} (D) (M A Dorei G McQouf 9 11 ID H Hobson fh 


321040 NEVER SO BUIE [*SJ (0) CP J ftatfeyl P Brat»ey6 11 9 Sophie MUM (S) 

UTO yyffiE SUPPORT BWlANtairejeLltoCre 12 U5i-~ N Mam V 

451405 liTTlE H00U6AII (1® (BF) lAG Ftar) R UDdgesS 11 1 T DeMoeto (3) 
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sport 



HVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 



Scotland have dipped into Gloucester’s reserves for the open-side flanker they hope will help to stifle the 
game of England's recalled No 10 in the Calcutta Cup at Twickenham today. Chris Hewett spoke to them 

Return of the natives with attitude 



Smith to 
deliver 
message 


Rob Wainwright regards 
him as his closest ally, the 
w man he automatically turns 
to when “we’re in the last 
20 minutes of a game, 
something needs to be said and I'm too 
knackered to open my mouth”. Much to 
the relief of Scotland's captain, it is at mo- 
ments of crisis that Ian Smith stands up to 
be counted. 

Which is pretty ironic when you come 
to consider iL Smith's rich experience of 
life among Lhe mud and bullets of top-flight 
Courage League rugby may be good 
enough for an international side who 
reached the quarter-finals of the World Cup 
less than two years ago and very nearly 
marched off with a Grand Slam last sea- 
son, but is transparently not good enough 
for Gloucester. Unsung, unsophisticated 
and downright unsuccessful as they maybe, 
the Cbeny and Whites would sooner pick, 
dead leaves from the gutter than pick their 
former skipper. 

“Don't ask me what's going on, ask 
Richard Hill." Smith said this week. In fact, 
he will be doing the asking himself as soon 
as he gets back to Kingsholm on Monday 
and Hill, the former Bath and England 
scrum-half who is in charge of playing mat- 
ters in what remains one of the most pas- 
sionate rugby hotbeds in Britain, can 
expect a few cards to appear on the table. 

It has been an awkward, not to say dispir- 
iting, season for Smith, a 31-year-old civ- 
il engineer who earned his sporting spurs 
in Lhe ruggedly hard school of the Glouces- 
ter Combination: Longfevens, dedicated ad- 
vocates of the “ask no questions, take no 
prisoners" philosophy, were his junior 
dub and there arc plenty of regulars in the 
Longford Road clubhouse who have tak- 
en almost personal offence at die margin- 
alisation of their illustrious old boy. 

“I played four or five league and Anglo- 
Welsh Cup matches back in September and 
then. . . well, nothing. I just couldn't get a 
run in the first team. When I did get another 
chance in the Pilkragton Cup tic with 
Leeds in December. 1 dislocated ray thumb 
just at the point where it connects with the 
wrist I stayed on, of course - I’d waited long 
enough to play so I wanted to make the most 
of it - but it kept me out of Scotland's game 
with Wales a fortnight back.” 

A good one to miss, as it turned out. 
Smith, who qualifies for the Scots through 
his paternal grandparents, was restored to 
the side at the first available opportunity 
as the national selectors, predictably, re- 
acted fiercely to a Murrayfidd performance 
of depressing ineptitude, riddled as it was 
with more unforced errors than a Sunday 
morning mixed doubles in the local park. 

“We've got to perform at Twickenham, 
because two straight defeats in a four-match 
championship means curtains. We know 
what people say about our forward strength 
- that England will take us to the cleaners 
again this year, just as they did on Grand 
STam day last March- but as far as I'm con- 
cerned w e've all been picked for this game 
on the basis that wo are good enough to 
play at international level. Our job is to go 
out there and show some confidence in our 
own abilitv. 




Ian Smith: 1 feel very focused for this one’ 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


“It will be a hard game, of course - 
they’ re all hard these days - but I'm just 
hoping that all the rest I've had this year, 
frustrating though it may have been, will 
stand me in good stead. It's a double-edged 
sword, not playing for weeks on end: on the 
one hand you’re bitterly upset at not be- 
ing out there; on the other your appetite 
is getting sharper with each passing week. 

“I feel very focused for this one. I don’t 
go in for all that anti-English stuff - Cul- 
loden and the blue shirt and the rest of it. 
What I do rate is some cool, calm analy- 
sis of what has to be done as a prelude to 
going out and doing iL I haven't bad much 
good fortune at Twickenham - two ap- 
pearances, two stuffings - but I've never 
played there for Scotland and it would be 
nice to turn things around today.” 

Capped 20 times since his debut against 
England at Murrayfield in 1992. Smith's 


know-how should be invaluable against the 
old country* s debutant open-side, the “oth- 
er” Richard Hill. “Yes, experience counts 
for a lot at the top end of the game, but 
Richard and I have laced each other on a 
couple of occasions now and 1 think we 
know what to expect from each other. 

“He's come on a fair bit since I first ran 
up against him. He’s a big lad and he used 
to be something of a bosher, but he started 
to bring a lot more variety to his game over 
the last year or so. It should be interesting." 

Hill speaks of Smith with equal respect 
“I expect Ian to be very hard work, espe- 
cially when the ball is on the ground. I'd 
rather not be drawn into that son of bat- 
tle but I’m aware that the time will come 
when I’ll have to compete with him at the 
centre of the battle. He’s got a lot of big 
games behind him and I couldn't really ask 
for a sterner test.” 


Grayson 
given a 
new script 


Imagin e, if you can, an A30 
road protester riding rough- 
shod over the English coun- 
' trysde at the wheel of a JCB. 
Now try to picture Paul 
Grayson, the FnjHand outside- 
half, putting Scotland to die sword with a 
a destepping, try-scoring display of mesmer- 
ising aitadongtiravado. According to Gray- 
son’s detractors- and there are many- the 
former scenario is by far the more Hkely. 

Grayson has more critics than O . J 
Simpson has defence lawyers. Heaven 
knows be is not the first kidring outside- 
half to wear his country's No 10 shirt -two 
years ago, Rob Andrew right-booted the 
Scots into an early grave without a murmur 
of dissent from the Twickenham faithful - 
but for whatever reason, the mood in the 
stands has changed from a particularly smug 
glorification of the pragmatic to a vocifer- 
ous impatience with no-frills, no-thrills rug- 
by -even if it turns out to be winning rugby. 

The received wisdom is that Grayson is 
a one-dimensional points machine whole 
ability to Iridc like a donkey is compromised 
by the suspidon that he would struggle to 
run past the same animal on Weymouth 
sands. Today, on his return to the England 
side, he comes eyeball to eyeball with his 
Northampton club colleague Gregor 
Townsend, who just happens to be the most 
inventive and least orthodox stand-off in 
Britain. Sod's law strikes again. 

“I play alongside Gregor week in, week 
out and I can honestly say that I haven’t a 
due what he will do out there this after- 
noon,” the 25 -year-old Lancastrian admits 
with a wry smile. Which, of course, adds fuel 
to the fires of sceptidsn. You wouldn't catch 
Gregor saying that about Paul, would you? 

But Grayson, who kicked his country to 
the 1996 Five Nations title before being 
dumped in favour of Mike Cart for the ear- 
ly matches of the current campaign, is quite 
obviously a more rounded playmaker than 
he is given credit for. Ian McGeechan, the 
Northampton coach, believes last season was 
« prime exam ple of England restricting the 
player rather than the other way round. 

“I'd like to think England will give Paul 
the platform to express his complete range 
of skills,” said the Soot, showing com- 
mendable even-handedness in advance of 
a Calcutta Cup match that could easily con- 
sign his own countrymen to. Five Nations 
oblivion. And as if on cue, Grayson believes 
the pendulum has swung in his favour. 

Tve got a new brief” he said yesterday. 
“After lak year, I suppose people were jus- 
tified in suggesting I had only one string to 
my bow. Bat you have to take account of the 
drcumstaiices: we went to Mnrrayfield to play 
a Scottish -side who were 80 minutes from a 
Grand Slam, our own season was on the line. 
Dean Richards was back and we decided to 
play a constricted but very effective game. 

Td like to think we’re m a position to in- 
troduce more variety this time. That is not 
to say I intend to throw every ball out wide 
and spend all afternoon running after Jon 
Sleigh thohne and Tbny Underwood, but I 
do intend to jumble things up within the 
broad framework of our agreed approach. 
And yes, you do need a framework. There 
is absolutely no point in going on to the pitch 


Paid Grayson: 1-do intend to jumble things 

without a dear idea of what you’re trying Not tha: 


to achieve; to do so would be to leave' 
self open to confusion and any harum- 
scarum stuffwould benefit the Scots, not us.” 

A hard nut. Grayson. A former semi-pro- 
fessional footballer with Accrington Stanley, 
there is more than a touch of the truly, mad- 
ly, dee{^ aboid ins con^etitive SfiriL Efe pos- 
sesses die priceless capacity to slam the 
mental door on life's little irrelevances - a 
hostile home crowd, for instance -and con- 
centrate on impressing the right people. “I 
want to do the right things in the eyes of the 
selectors,” he says with quiet self-assurance. 
*Tm not too worried about anyone else. 

“As for handling the pressure, I think this 
championshipwiD be very different from last 
season's. It was so new to me a year ago, 
allthe type and media attention. This time, 
I know what’s what It should be far. easi- 
er to focus entirely on what I'm here to do.” 


nicely, thank you. There is not an English- 
man alive who would quibble with that. 


Greenwood shines as leader Brittle asked to accept deal 


CHRIS HEWETT 


England A 
Scotland A 


Will Greenwood's one-man 
campaign in make life almost 
unbearably awkward for Jack 
Rowell and the rest of lhe Eng- 
land hierarchy reached new 
heights yesterday as lhe national 
second-string put eight tries 
paM Scotland A. who had them- 
selves done something very 
similar to Wales only a fortnight 
ago. 

The Leicester centre cap- 
tained the A team Tor the first 
time at the Stoop Memorial 
Ground and. judging by the 
absolute pearl of a perfor- 
mance he produced yesterday, 
he w;is horn to lead. The next 
time he plays a representative 
game in West London, it may 
well be across the road at 
Twickenham. 

Before that can happen. 


however. Rowell has either to 
rewrite the laws of arithmetic by 
fitting four centres into two po- 
sitions. or instigate a cull of his 
sacred-cow contingent. Jeremy 
Guscott, on the hench behind 
Phil de Glanville and Will Car- 
ling in’ today's Calcutta Cup 
match, is officially next in line, 
but Greenwood.’ seven years 
younger and as hungry as they 
come, is galloping up on the 
rails. 

He started with a rush, blow- 
ing away an Eric Peters tackle 
25 metres out and striding im- 
periously to tite line without an- 
other hand being laid upon 
Him. For the rest of the half he 
contented himself with some 
slide-rule passing, repeatedly 
ushering the fast and elusive 
Nick Beal Into dangerous holes 
behind the first wave of Scottish 
defence. 

With the game virtually won 
at the break - England went in 
18-5 ahead - Greenwood 
moved up another notch and 


made the Scots pay for some 
less than vintage tackling. He 
did not add to his personal tally, 
but his beautifully weighted 
pass in the build-up to Beal's try 
on 41 minutes and his imagi- 
native backhand flip to send 
Tony Diprose over at the posts 
17 minutes later were reward 
enough. 

Beal turned in a display at 
full-back that suggested he 
might push Tim Stimpson all the 
way fora regular England place 
while Kyran Bracken looked 
back to his best at scrum-half 
and very nearly made a mockery 
of Rowell's decision to drop him 
from the bench for today’s 
main event 

The Scots, outgunned up 
from, still managed three tries, 
two of them failing to the full- 
back, Derrick Lee. But their day 
ended even more badly than the 
score suggested with Andy 
Nicol being taken off on a 
stretcher with a serious elbow 


Ehglenri A: Wm Becfon Z Qeenwood, Best 
Lugef. Uprose. Adetayo, Steady; Conver- 
sions King 3; PnlUci King 2. Scotland 
A: We* Lee 2. Petws; Oonvtnfcsi WWah. 
ENGLAND A: N Beal (NorttwrpKsn); IMa 
Ittyo (Bath). W fieenwaod (tdcostec 
captj, N Crao ns tock (Wasps). D Lager (Har- 
lequrts): A King (Vfasps), K Bracken (Sara- 
cens*: K met (BaW. R Cocterfl Oetceslcr), 
J MaSott (Bath). 6 Archer (Newcastle), D 
Stas (Ooucesrart. C Stwnby (Wasps). A 
Dferam (Saracens), N Back (Leicester). Hr- 
p ta cemont: J M efl tortn r (Sale) far Lugac 49. 
SCOTLAND A: D Lee NUttsoroanaj; C On- 
flow (Her** 1 * FP). P Room (Dundee), D 
Hod®* (Watsontans). J Craig (West of Scot- 
land): S Welsh (Harnett. A Meet (Bath); i 
Kansan (SUrttng County). G Etaflocft (West 
at Scotland). P Writftt (Metase). $ Canw 
bed (Melrose), S Gnaws WWscrcans). E 
(Bash), C Haet (Melrose, eapt), M 
Wsflace <QHK). Repta cements: S Lang 
i Honor a) tor Craig. 50; I Mrtay (Kelso) far 
Nicol. 60. 

k C Heart* (New Zealand). 


■ Faced with the threat of the 
proposed World Rugby Cham- 
pionship, the South African 
Rugby Football Union spent 
57m rand (almost. £8m) la& year 
to keep its top players- 
A financial statement issued 
yesterday showed Sarfu gave 
33m rand to provincial unions 
and spent another 24m to put 
national players under contract 


Tony Hallett, secretary of the 
Rugby Football Union, has 
asked the isolated executive 
committee c hairman. Cliff Brit- 
tle, to accept the peace deal 
agreed between Twickenham 
and the senior clubs. 

Brittle signalled his dis- 
approval of the agreement 
immediately after the an- 
nouncement on Thursday night 
that the RFU president, John 
Richardson, had finalised a deal 
with England’s leading 24 chibs 
to end the long-running conflict. 

“I am taking a few days to con- 
sider the implications,” Brittle 
said. He must now decide 
whether to activate his threat to 
call a special general meeting of 
the RFU, the third in 14 monihs- 

Hallett said: “I hope Cliff 
Brittle will reconsider his posi- 
tion as he has worked harder 
than anybody to drive a deal 
that keeps the governing body 
in the right place, and the clubs 
together as welL 

“ There is the prospect of a 


special general meeting when 
peace has broken out and this 
is something that the whole 
game can rejoice about Cliff 
will be thinking about it but I 
hope he can get on with the 
game. 

“He fought very hard to tight- 
en the screw a little bit tighter. 
We felt the game could no 
longer take any difficulties and 
really had to move forward. I 
think Cliff is a man of integri- 
ty. He has seen something in this 
agreement that isn’t perfect 
and he's a perfectionist.” 

The full committee of the 
RFU gave their backiag to 
Richardson at the emergency 
meeting on ‘Thursday and 
Charles Levison, a member of 
the English Professional Rugby 
Union Clubs' negotiating team, 
mentioned that resignation may 
be an option for Brittle. “He 
speaks with a minority voice and 
whether he should resign is his 
decision.” Levison saicL 

However, Brittle believes he 


has a mission tot 
from the possibility of it being 
taken over by the millionaire 
owners of England's top clubs. 

He will have enough support 
from far-flung parts of the coun- 
try to prolong his campaign 
and will easily gather the nec- 
essary 100 signatures from the 
2,000 English dubs to call an 
SGM in Birmin gham similar to 
the gathering that elected him 
in January last year. 

The England captain , Phil de 
Glanville, yesterday welcomed 
the end of the battle to control 
rugby union, but asked: “Why 
did it take so long?”. 

' De GianviQe, leading England 
for the first time in the Five Na- 
tions, called for “full speed 
ahead.” But he added: “We 
still have to look at the details 
of the deal because we have seen 
so many false dawns.” 

On the field, Paul Sampson, 
normally a winger for Wfcsps, 
showed his dub and the England 
electors that he has a bright fu- 


ture ^ with a superb display at out- 
side-half as the England's Un- 
der-2I side beat Scotland 35-26 
at The Stoop yesterday. 

Sampson, invited to train 
with the England squad last sea- 
son when stm a schoolboy, ran 
the game along with Oneff’s im- 
pressive full -back, Rob Hiteh- 
mougb. 

England scored ex tries in a 
victory that was far closer than 
it should have been afterSeot- 
land came back strongly in the 
second half. “ - 

Sampson was at the centre of 
everything good about BJg- 
land, although they failed. to 
capitalise on their forward 
domination in the first half by 
relying too heavily on him and 
Hitcbmough for inspiration. 

Wales Under-21 also began 
tbe weekend in winning fasman 
as they scored four tries ra the 
last 14 minutes to secure * 
comprehensive 44-16 victory 
against their Irish counterparts 
at Bridgend. 
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e made such a bad fist of things 

a^Eng- 

land total of69 trils its own sti^ almost fault- 
ier a^mst the Hunch in Paris, he made every 
bit as important a contribution as Richards 
to the Murrayfidd victory without receiving 
a kfllionth of the praise, and he rounded 
things off with 23 points against the Irish as 
his team sneaked the ch^uson^up spoils 
on the back of a French defeat in Cardiff 
Will a repeat performance be good 
enough this time? Unfair as it may sound, 
probably not; England cannot hope to sane 
three tries in four matches and escape wife 
their collective reputation or their current 
hierarchy intact But if Paul Grayson is stiH 
in place when fee Red Rose takes on the Red 
Dragon in Cardiff next month, half a dozen 
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Wales out to end 

curse of the Irish 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 
reports from Cardiff 

The natkin probaHy especcs the 
\%fes team to walk on water af- 
ter the miracle of Murrayfield 
a fortnight ago (back in the glo- 
rious 70s they would probably 
have attempted it too), but 
sensibly their coach, Kevin 
. Bowring, has insisted that his 
charges' feet remain firmly on 
the ground as they try for the 
second leg of the Triple Crown. 

Hiere have been no promis- 
es of champagne nigby; no 
guarantees of victory; no 
dweffing on Ireland’s record in 
Cardiff- they have not lost here 
since 1983. There is no hype. 
The Dragons are not breathing 
fire before the gam&, they are 
saving their energy for the 
match itself. 

As well they might. The Irish 

can never be underestimated as 
their record shows. During that 
14-year period the best Whies 
have managed at home is a 
draw, in 1991, when today’s Ire- 
land captain, Jim Staples, made 
his debut. It goes without say- 
ing that on that day Staples, hav- 
ing scored a try, then left the 
field injured, after crashing into 
a sprinkler on the periphery of 
the National Stadium's pitch. 

Poor Staples has an unenvi- 
able record on the injury front: 
he has just recovered from a 
broken jaw and in the past has 


suffered a broken wrist (twice), 
concussion and various other 
bumps and bangs. But Wales 
holts fond memories for him 
and he acknowledges that the 
Arms Park has been good to 
Ireland in the past. “It's a 
tremendous ground," says Sta- 
ples, 31, who wins his 24th cap 
today. 

“Most internationals who 
have played here will tell you it’s 
a very special ground with a 
great atmosphere and we have 
managed to put together some 
decent performances here, but 


;F I V E NATIONS* 
ICHAMPIONSHIPI 


I think to mo rrow might be dif- 
ferent because the Welsh have 
their tails op right now after the 
win in Scotland.” 

Although the Irish, like 
Wales, have been hh by late 
withdrawals one of the re- 
placements. Dennis Hkkie - a 
callow youth of 20 -who win be 
making his international debut, 
has caused a flutter of excite- 
ment. He is a student at St 
Mary’s College and he is, by all 
accounts, quick. He was Irish 
schools sprint champion. The 
Ireland coach, Brian Ashton, 
says: “It’s nice to know yon have 
a bit of gas outride." 

But Hidde, raw and inex- 
perienced, will have to nego- 
tiate Wales’ recently recruited 
full-back Neil Jenkins. Re- 
member him? The stand-off 


v IRELAND 


i6erik^_„ 

XlboiTias— _ 

/Humphreys.- 

.D^toimg™ 

GDlteweByn- 




- at Cewfiff Anns park .. • ▼ 7 

^Pwtypndd-lS J Staples— Harlequins, capt 

14 D Hidde— a Mary's CoBese 

13 2 

Swansea 12; M FteM — .-Malone 

-^Bflgand il OCmtty.. Gatqowen 

—^Swansea ip .E Ehwood.: Unpdowne 

; — l^ CWdW ;3 H Hogan .., ..-., fewture Cc/Jege 

^.Swansea 1-^Popplevefi-.— _J>J»»castte 

CwSfl^Sapt 2_ HNesdate I -^Newcastle 

^~L.<SK£fiff. 3 Pttfifai* — --- 
^lfate^nns - ^ Saracens 

jTfaptyprwfci: ; 5 L JDavtooh ^ u - . . . t 0 n dQn Writ 
\lB- 0 Cottony 

i^RSctwiond 8. j..-\ ffrester 

yi- &«ns«i,7 0 McBride MaJora 



I JMma3N Octant fifcan** . 


who was regarded as the cul de 
sac of Wtelsfa running rugby. He 
wears the No 15 shirt for the 
fifth time today, his 48lh cap, 
and Staples has no doubts of 
Jenkins's ability. 

“We will not be targeting 
Neil," the Harleq uins full-back 
said. “He is a footballer. I’ve 
played against him when he has 
been at stand-half and in the 
centre and he’s done veiy well 
Tin sure he win dowel] at full- 
back: be has afl the skflls and he 
is comfortable with the ball, he 
locks off either foot, passes off 
either hand and bis timin g is 
good.” 

Jenkins, the Pontypridd cap- 
tain, can also kick goals. He lies 
fifth in the all-time world list of 
Test goal-kickers with 517 
points, and needs just 14 more 
to overtake fourth-placed Hugo 
Porta, of A r gen t i n a, in a dis- 
tinguished group headed by 
Australia’s Michael Lynagh 
(911), Scotland's Gavin Hast- 
ings (667) and Grant Fox of 
New Zealand (645). 

But his least known attribute 
is pace. Hidde could find Jenk- 
ins a real handful in attack or 
defence, “TCI be looking to 
come into the line when 1 can, " 
promises Jenkins, who is no 
slouch in defence either. 

“James Small tried to get 
around me in the South Africa 
game and he didn’t manage it," 
he added. “It was the same 
with Joost van der Westhuizen, 
their scrum-half, and they are 
two of the fastest guys around. 
ITn not too worried. I'm a hit 
deceptive with my pace. Tm 
certainly not that slow, while 
perhaps not being electrically 
quick either." 

And be feels that having 
played 35 times at outside-half 
he has been well prepared for 
what to expect this afternoon. 
“I fhmlc having played outside- 
half has given me an ins^ht into 
other positions and wfll help me 
to anticipate what they are like- 
ly to do," Jenkins said. 

All of Stales wfll be antici- 
pating victory and an end to Ire- 
land's run today. Whether 
Wales can pull it off is another 
matter - what is certain is that 
Jenkins will have played a key 
role if they do. 



Linford Christie struts his funky new stuff In London yesterday 


Christie enters space race 


YOUR CHANCE TO JOIN THE DERATE ON RUGBY’S FUTURE 

Rugby union is emerging from months-of turmoil as it starts to cope with the challenges of the 
new professional era. The future, however, remains uncertain and the game feces important 
decisions over its future. 

A seminar in London this month will offer everyone within the sport, from players and coach- 
es to administrators and fens, a chance to discuss the state of the game. 

The seminar, organised by Rugfry News magazine in association with the Independent and 
SBC Warburg, will be held at the QE2 Conference Centre, Westminster on Friday 28 February. 

Entitled “Rugby's Future - a discussion on the state of the game", the seminar will be at- 
tended by leading figures throughout the sport 

Speakers will include Nick Farr-Jones, the former Australia captain; Tony Hallett, the 
secretary of the Rugby Football Union; Cliff Morgan, the legendary former British Lion and 
Wales international; and Dan Rooney, president of the Pittsburgh Steelers American foot- 
ball club. 

A registration fee of £29.50 includes mid-morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea for del- 
egates. The seminar will start at 9.15 and conclude at approximately 5.30 or 6.00. 

For further information write to: Vicky Kaye, Rugby News, 7-9 Rathbone Street, London, W1P 
1AF or telephone 0171 636 6651. 


Linford Christie appeared in 
London as a spaceman yester- 
day. But what he regards as bis 
final frontier remains a mystery. 

The former Olympic cham- 
pion - making a bizarre pro- 
motional appearance for his 
shoe company Puma at the fu- 
turistic Ministry of Sound dub 
- maintains that he is first and 
foremost a coach these days. Af- 
ter all, he did announce his re- 
tirement from international 
competition last season. Raring, 
though, is still dearly an option, 
as he demonstrated with ms im- 
promptu outing in Norway last 
weekend. 

And while he denies that he 
wfll do any more “majors”, you 
sense that he still plans to make 
a flourish on the track some 
time this season. 

“You never know," he said, 
from inside a tinfoil Babygro 
with hood, his expression be- 
coming momentarily wolfish 
rather than sheepish. “I'm go- 
ing to run for my chib a lot. I'm 
having fun now." 

As he stood uneasily be- 
neath a ceiling full of huge pro- 
phylactics -which might either 
have been representations of 
stalactites or reminders for safe 
sex - fun seemed very far away. 

So, too, acc ordin g to him, did 
this summer’s World Champi- 
onships. “They are in August. 
I don’t even think that far." 

Parallels with last year when 
Christie demurred over doing 
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Mike Rowbottom 

on familiar noises 
coming from the 
Ministry of Sound 

the Olympics until the eleventh 
hour are not hard to observe. 
But whatever involvement the 
36-year-old has as a competitor 
this season, he has already shift- 
ed the balance of his attention 
towards coaching in a way he 
has never done before. 

While the administration of 
British athletics is currently con- 
vulsing itself, athletes them- 
selves are demonstrating a spirit 
of co-operation never previous- 
ly seen. Christie has become es- 
tablished this winter as role 
model and overseer to a group 
of top-class sprinters including 
experienced men such as John 
Reg is and Darren Braithwaite, 
and highly promising newcom- 
ers like Jamie Batikh, Darren 
Campbell and Ian Madtie. 

The man whom the I^year- 
old Baulch described as “big 
daddy coach" last weekend has 
taken his work extremely seri- 
ously, setting training schedules 
for all and passing on his expe- 
rience to the younger members. 

“Before this year it all seemed 
to be about cliques," he said. 
“You felt that training was all a 
big secanL Ncrw, for the first time, 
aifthe lop sprinters in Britain are 
learning from each other." 


Britain make strong 
start in World Nines 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FIELD 

Great Britain ended the first day 
of the .World Nines tournament 
in Tbwnsville, Queensland, in 
a strong position after winning 
their first two group matches by 
convincing margins. 

Tries from lestyn Harris, 
Barri e-Jon Mather, John Bent- 
ley and Stuart Spruce helped 
them to beat Tonga 20-0 in their 
ope ning game, and two tries 
from Denis Betts contributed 
the 28-10 defeat of South Africa 
later last night 

Last year’s winners. New 
Zealand, who are ' Britain's 
opponents in the last of their 
pool matches today, were rather 
less impressive, beating Tbnga 
14-4 and France only 12-10. 

Tbny Tarupu, registered by 
Warrington for the craning sea- 
son, scored a try for New 
Zealand against France after 
being cleared to play by the 
international board. HBs former 
dub, the Auckland 'Warriors, are 
cl aimin g that he is still con- 
tractually bound to them. 

Britain also face France and 
Japan today and need to win 
only two of their three matches 
to be sure of a place in the 
semi-finals. 


The side that beat them in the 
semi-finals last season. Papua 
New Guinea, are unlikely to be 
involved beyond the group 
stage this time, having lost to 
both the Cook Islands and Fiji 
on day one. 

The tournament favourites 
and host side, Australia, won 
both their games, as did Western 
Samoa, malting those two sides 
the likely qualifiers from that 
pool. 

Leeds are looking for a 
home-grown back-row forward 
to complete their squad after 
deciding to release the New 
Zealander Nathan Picchi. 

Picchi fits within Leeds' over- 
seas quota, but is being un- 
loaded because of problems in 
obtaining enough work per- 
mits. Signed last season, be 
suffered a serious shoulder in- 
jury in his first match against 
Sheffield Eagles and has re- 
cently returned to action in 
Leeds’ pre-season friendlies. 

Picchi is keen to stay in Eng- 
land and Leeds have said that 
they will charge no fee for 
him. 

The French dub. Vflleneuve. 
have echoed a theme sounded 
this week by Celtic, by threat- 
ening to withdraw from their 
national competition and to 
apply to play in England. 


Duff does it again 




Hugh Duff, the champion back 
in 1988 and the beaten finalist 
12 month ago, moved through 
to the World Indoor Champi- 
onship final in Preston again 
yesterday when he recovered 
from dropping the opening set 
to beat the English qualifier 
Greg Harlow 5-7, 7-4, 7-4. 7-6. 


The Scot lost the opener 
but when trailing 3-1 in the sec- 
ond picked up a maximum four 
to move ahead and a double wo 
ends later gave him the set. - 
Harlow opened with two sin- 
gles and a double to lead 4-ti in 
the third, but Duff stormed 
back. Harlow then moved into 
a 6-5 lead in the fourth but Duff 
produced the great last bowl he 
needed to take the match. 


Graveney to run 
against Gooch 
for the top job 


Photograph: Allsport 


Cricket 


David Graveney was given the 
all-dear yesterday lo light Gra- 
ham Gooch for the most influ- 
ential job m English cricket. 

The43-ycar-old Graveney is 
now a candidate for the vacant 
chairman of selectors posl fol- 
lowing discussions between the 
Professional Cricketers’ Asso- 
ciation and the England and 
Wales Cricket Board. 

Graveney. the former 
Gloucestershire and Durham 
captain and now general secre- 
tary of the PC A. has twice been 
blocked because his memhcisliip 
believed il would have present- 
ed a conflict of interests. But fol- 
lowing lengthy negotiations 
between the association and the 
ECB, the parties have agreed to 
modify the role of chairman to 
exclude him ftom disciplining any 
of his membership should he he 
chosen for the job. 

“The reservations expressed by 
the association in November 
19% have now been adequately 
resolved." Matthew Fleming, the 
chairman of the PC A, said. 

Gooch. Graveney ’s fellow 
selector, told England in Nt>- 
vember that he would be in- 
terested in the vacant post and 
would retire from playing for 
Essex if required. 


Graveney was first asked to 
stand by several counties last 
March against Raymond Illing- 
worth, but was forced to with- 
draw following opposition from 
his membership. He again 
asked the association if he 
could .stand after Illingworth’s 
retirement. But following a poll 
of members, il was felt he 

would be unable to represent 
the association effectively and 
become chairman. 

“1 agreed with the reserva- 
tions expressed in November 
and if these have been removed 
il will ohvioudv be a great ho- 
nour to he involved," Graveney 
said. “1 would stress i have only 
been put fonrcird us a candidate 
and a final decision will not be 
made until mid-Mareh." 

The ECB spokesman. 
Richard Little, said: “England 
want the selectors purely to se- 
lect sides and not have any oth- 
er responsibilities. If the 
chairman has the responsibility 
lo discipline it’s an added work- 
load for him as he must be at all 
Test matches till the way through 
in ease something happens. 

“They will give the discipli- 
nary role to someone else. That 
was the stumbling block as far 
as David was concerned and 
once they decided on that 
change lliey were happy for 
David lo stand." 


Yet Christie, who leads by ex- 
ample during his sessions, is m 
excellent shape himself. The 
suggestion that those he is 
training need to be w-aiy of be- 
ing beaten by him sometime this 
season raises a chuckle. 

“The law of the jungle is eat 
or be eaten," he says. “But I hold 
nothing bade. If 1 was really out 
there this season to compete 
with them, I wouldn’t tell them 
a lot of the things I do." 

Christie, who leaves on Mon- 
day for a month’s training in 
Australia accompanied by Reg- 
is and Campbell, is careful not 
to pressurise any young sprint- 
er by singling him out for praise. 
“But if this group continue to 
work as hard as they are now, 
the sky is the limit." he said. “In 
the end, it wfll be down to the 
guy who works the hardest and 
wants it the most." 

Christie would not be drawn 
on who should succeed the 
outgoing BAF executive chair- 
man, Peter Radford, although 
he said that the formation of the 
British Athletes' Association - 
of which he is a founder direc- 
tor - was a “move in the right 
direction". 

As far as his own direction is 
concerned, he sees himself 
coaching only through to the 
year 2000. Of course, Christie 
turns 40 in that year which 
would make him eligible for the 
World Veteran Championships. 
Don’t rule it out. 


No inquiry into 
Insurance betting’ 

Snooker by plav ersnn matches and the sil- 

uaddic uaiion was under review. 

NICK HARRIS D «y le , whose solicitor will 

raise the matter at the annual 
The World Professional Bil- meeting of the WPBSA in 
Uards and Snooker Association, March, said Spencer had ap- 
the game’s ruling body, reitcr- proached hint at last year’s 
alcd yesterday that it would mu Benson and Hedges Masters, 
launch an inquiry into players “John suggested that as the 
who may bet on opponents as in- differential between semi-final 
surancc against losing. money and final money wassuh- 

Their stance follows allega- stantial. it would be sensible to 
Lions by lan Doyle, the roanag- place a bet on Stephen 
er of the world No 1 Stephen Hendry's opponent, who was 
Hendry, that a former chairman Alan McManus." he said, 
of the WPBSA, John Spencer, John Higgins, who manages 
had approached players and his son and the world No 2 John 
suggested that it made good Higgins, said he had been gh- 
business sense to wager on op- en the same advice by Spencer 
ponems. during another tournament 

Spencer yesterday denied “He wasn't asking John to sell 

there was any truth in the alle- the game bv any means." he 
gations. But he said he saw said. “But he say's it was in the 
nothing wrong with such prac- interest of players lo f>ut some 
tices. “If it’s not illegal, then 1 money on them [their oppo- 
don’t see anything wrong with nents] in case they lost,’' he said, 
il. But if they [players] make a Doyle has made his claims 

profit by losing deliberately, public because the WPBSA 
then Lhat is. in mv eyes, illegaL" refuse lo change the rules to 
Under WPBSA rules, belting outlaw such practices, an 
on the outcome of matches is al- . amendment he believes is nec- 
lowed. A spokesman confirmed cssary for the game's integrity. 
that the WPBSA had received Barry Hearn, whose Match- 
complaints about Spencer, but room stable includes Steve 
because no illegal activity was al- Davis and Jimmy White, agrees, 
leged, there had been no inquiry “Personally I think no snooker 
and the mat ter was dosed How- player should bet on matches, 
ever, the association stressed just like jockeys can't bet on 
lhat il did not condone belting their races." he said. 


It’s not 
the winning, 
it’s the 
taking part. 

If you’re 
Scottish. 

(England’s victory by 11-15 pts: 4/1.) 


1 ENGLAND v SCOTLAND 
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WALES v IRELAND 
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12/1 S.Gibbs 4/1 Wales wm by 11-la poods 

12/1 R. Hon ley 11/2 Wales win by 16-20 pofflts 
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sport 


In 1988 football made £5m from television. Next season it will receive £243m from the same source. As the Premiership 
chairmen ponder the division of the spoils, Glenn Moore fears it will just be a case of the rich getting richer 

Football’s big question: how to spend the lolly 


T hej’ came in their bun' 
drcds, some wearing this 
season's shirt, some 
linked to the club by memories 
alone, all stirred into action by 
Bournemouth's plight. With 
debts of £4.4m the dub was tee- 
tering on the ed ot extinction. 

So they gave. 5 Ops and fivers 
were stuffed into collecting jais, 
bigger sums pledged on credit 
cards. By the end of an emotional 
night the receiver announced that 
the dub was £50.000 richer. The 
interest could be paid for another 
week. 

While that meeting was tak- 
ing place at the Bournemouth 
Winter Gardens a very differ- 
ent assembly was gathered at 
the Houses of Parliament. This 
time the crowd had come to 
hear one of the chairmen who 
are the game's modern-day 
barons pass judgement on foot- 
ball's new wealth. 

-It's prune juice," he thun- 
dered. “Give it to the dubs and 
it passes straight through them 
in higher wages, higher transfers, 
agents' fees and so on. There is 
no real benefit in giving it to 
them. It should be used for the 
good of game." 

B ournemouth in receiver- 
ship. Millwal] in adminis- 
tration, Brighton heading 
for oblivion. Meanwhile, at the 
other end of the game's financial 
league table, the chairmen ap- 
pear to be queueing up to cash 
in on the City's current love of 
Premiership fool ball 
Sir John HalL Peter Johnson, 
Martin Edwards and Alan Sug- 
ar are just a few of the chairmen 
who have seen their wealth (pa- 
per or actual) rise exponential- 
ly through their investment in 
football. Some will argue that 
they have rescued their dubs 
from finandal crisis and their 
personal rewards are merely a re- 
flection of the club's new wsilth. 
This, in some cases, is true. But 
the new relationship between a 
club's economic fortunes, and 
that of the man who determines 
its course, is a dangerous liaison. 

The threat is twofold. The ob- 
vious one is that perceived at 
Tintenham where football glo- 
ry is alleged to have been sac- 
rificed for the benefit of the 
balance sheet. Less overt, but 
more damaging to the game as 
a whole, is the effect this (ink 
may have on the current divi- 
sion of television's spoils. 

Thanks to television the game 
is enjoying the most bounteous 
period of its history. The esca- 
lation of television income is tru- 
ly staggering. In the last decade 
it has risen from £5m to £243m 
a season. 48-fold. .And that does 
not include European football. 

The vast bulk of that goes to 
the Premiership. Leaving aside 
earnings from FA Cup and Eu- 
ropean games the Premiership 
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clubs will get £185.750,000 be- 
tween them next season. Some 
of this (about £10m) will go to 
the Professional Footballers' As- 
sociation to be used for various 
schemes which provide for the 
welfare of players young and old 
and the excellent Football in the 
Community programme. 

This will "leave about £1 75m to 
be divided by Lhe dubs, or rather, 
by their chairmen for they will 
make the decision. This unelect- 
cd body of men is currently de- 
ctdingvvhat to do with the money. 
It is a heady responsibility. 

The 30 could simply divide it 
up. bringing them nearly £9m 
each club, or they could decide 
to skim off a percentage to be 
used for the greater good of the 
game. For those chairman whose 
clubs are floated on the stock 
market, and those who are think- 
ing of following them, the choice 
is inevitably clouded by the 
knowledge that every penny that 
goes into the club means an in- 
crease in their personal fortune. 

Rick Piny, the retiring chief 
executive of the Premiership, has 
often said that the chairmen are 
more altruistic than popular 
legend would have it. So far there 
has been little evidence to sup- 


port thaL view. Not that it » » 
is just a question of greed. rM r 
One chairman, whose mo- — 

rives are not in question. 

declined to be quoted but - r 

said his team needed as * reena 
much as possible to make AslDn Villa 
up for a relatively small in- Blackburn 
come from commercial Bofcon 
activities, sponsors, and Chelsea 
gate money. Coventry 

Few others of the 20 Everton 
chairmen replied to the In- Leeds 
tkpadaus enquiry on this Liverpool 
subject lost week. Ont? who Man City 
spoke elsewhere wasSug- ^ yy 

ar. He was the “baron ad- . 

dressing a meeting of the ' ^ 

All-Party Parliamentary Newca ^ le 
Committee on Football. Nottm FofE5t 
He also said: “I am very QPR 
keen for some of this SheffWed 
money, 20 to 25 per cent, Southampton 
to be given to another Tottenham 
body, such as the Football West Ham 
Trust, to be used for the Wimbledon 
good of the game such as " 

a youth programme." 

It seems the chairmen, — 

who are meeting later this i 
month, are likely to give some 
money to a youth system. Those I 
clubs which did reply, such as i 
West Ham. indicated as much. I 
It may take the form advocat- i 


FA PREMIER LEAGUE: Television payments 1995-1996 


Merit Award Facility fee 
786,640 466,070 


835,805 

688,310 

49,165 

491,650 

245,825 

737,475 

393,320 

884.970 

147,495 

983,300 

442,485 

.934,135 

589,980 

98,330 

294,990 

196,660 

639.145 

540,815 

344.155 


510,060 

440,560 

255,030 

363.305 

355.550 

502.305 
440,560 
738,855 
293,805 
1,128.395 
510,060 
1,290,660 
587.315 

363.305 
332,285 

355.550 
656.815 
564.050 
247.275 


I Equal Share 

878.725 

878.725 

878.725 

878.725 

878.725 

878.725 
878.725 
878.725 

878.725 

878.725 
878,725 
878,725 

878.725 

878.725 

578.725 

878.725 
878,725 

878.725 

378.725 

878.725 


10,324.6501 10.371.310 20.650,034" 


Total 

2,121,435 

2.224.590 
2,007,595 
1.182,920 
L 733.680 
1,480,100 
2,118,505 
1,712,605 
2,482,550 
1,320,025 
2,990.420 
1.331.270 
3.103,520 
2,056.020 
1.340.360 
1.506.000 
1.430,935 
2,174,685 

1.983.590 
1.470,155 

U.346.494* 
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ed by George Graham who 
said: “I want to see a central 
fund which would reward dubs 
investing in the future." Graham 
believes that oould indude spe- 
cial payments being made to 
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ARE YOU A SPORTS FAN? 

To keep up to date with what’s 
happening when and where 

V THE INDEPENDENT 

today has reproduced it’s 

Calendar of World Sport 1997 

in association with Ralph Lauren Polo Sport 

A full colour glossy version of 
The Independent’s Calendar of World Sport 1997 
is available at just £2.95 

To receive your copy, complete the coupon below in BLOCK CAPITALS and send, together 
with your cheque or postal order to : Independent Sports Calendar Offer. JEM House. Little 
Mead. Cranleigh. Surrey GUb SND. Allow 2S Jays for delivery’. Offer subject to availability 
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TODAY 

3.0 unless stated 

FA CarUng Premiership 
f w D l F A r 

Manual J4 13 8 3 48 27 , 

Arsenal 24 13 7 4 44 23 ■ 

Liverpool 24 13 7 4 41 20 . 

NameasHo 24 12 6 6 46 27 . 

W toMed on 22 11 5 6 35 27 ; 

Chelsea _23 10 8 5 36 32 ; 

Aston Villa 24 10 6 8 31 25 : 

SheflleM Wed-22 8 10 5 26 27 : 

Tottenham 23 9 4 1026 31 ; 

Leeds 24 8 5 1121 27 ; 

Sundertand ^4 7 6 9 23 31 : 

Everton J4 7 7 1032 38 : 

t®leeatK 22 T 6 1022 31 : 

Covontry 24 6 8 1023 33 : 

Derby 23 5 10 8 22 29 : 

Btaddaim 23 5 9 9 24 24 : 

I Noam Forest -24 5 8 1123 38 1 

I West Ham 23 5 7 1119 30 i 

Southampton -22 5 5 1231 39 J 

| MbUestmweti 23 5 6 1229 43 : 

I 1 Aston Villa y Sunderland 

I 2 BladWjum v west Ham 

3 Derby v LnenXKri — 

4 Everton v Nottingham Forest 

5 Leeds v Arsenal 

6 Manchester LW v Southampton — 


clubs when young players com- 
plete 20 first-team games. 

ThaL however, may be where 
the largess ends. Which would be 
unfortunate as there are many 
other ways the money could be 


7 Sheffield Wednesday v Covenny .. 

8 Tottenham v Chetsea.......... 

9 Wimbledon v Middlesbrough 


Hlfil P ut 10 use. The 
! most urgent and appro- 
— — j priaie is funding the ft»t- 
— -| ball Trust. The recent 
Mg I history of the Trust has a 
’ 435 cruel 'irony for smaller 
590 chibs. Ever since the Thy- 
,595 lor Report it has been pri- 
.920 manly working to lift 
.680 ground standards. Large - 
,100 iv funded by a reduction 
,505 in the betting tax on foot- 
,605 ball pools and spot-the- 
550 ball (initially from 415 per 
025 cent to 40 per cent, now 
’ 4 o 0 I 392? percent) its priority 
’ 0 t Q was to improve grounds 
1 in the first two divisions 
520 { as Taylor had ordered 
.020 | tbem to be ali-seat by 
.360 j 1995 , This has largely 
.000 j been achieved so, last 
,935 year, the Thisl turned its 
,685 full attention to the small- 
,590 er clubs whose Taylor 
,155 deadline is 2000. 

Last year the lottery 
~~ changed' everything. The 

Trust, dependent on the 

football pools, has seen its in- 
come collapse from £36J>m pa 
to£I6.8m. A further decline of 
up to 60 per cent is forecast 
when the midweek lottery 
starts. The consequence is that 


the Trust cannot provide for new 
projects until 2000 when both 
the Taylor deadline, and the re- 
duction in pools betting tax, are 
due to expire. 

But what happens when the 
Trust goes to Government and 
asks for a further reduction in the 
tax? There is a perception that 
football is awash with matey." re- 
ports Peter Lee, the Trust's chief 
executive. “It is at the top of the 
game but it is very different at the 
lower reaches. It is a problem get- 
ting that message through." 

So the smaller clubs, especially 
the 17 yet to be allocated Trust ' 
funds - including Bournemouth 
and Brighton -suffer because of 
the Premiership boom, a boom 
that is partly due to the atmos- 
phere created by stadiums which 
have been expensively refur- 
bished with the Trust’s help. 
Most Premiership dubs received 
about £2m- 

At present the Premiership 
does give £2xn each year to the 
Trust, but it can only be spent 
on Premiership clubs. The Pre- 
miership attitude to the Football 
League has not been helped by 
the latter’s separate TV deal. 
The Premiership insists the 
League would have been better 


29 Stockport v Bnemftwl : 47 Partrck v East Fife 

30 Warfare v Rotherham 48 St Johnstone v Morton 

31 Wrexham v Gfflingham 49 St Mirren v SUrfinfl 

32 Ybrtii » Bury 


Nationwide League 
First Division 

SO Bolton v Birmingham 

11 Bradtord City v HWdarsfieM — 

12 Gransljy v Charlton 

13 Norwich v Bamsfay - — 

24 Port V3ie v West Bromwich 

IE Portsmouth v Oldham — . 

18 QPR v Crystal Ftalace . 

27 Southend v Ipswich 

18 Swnvson v Sheffield Lrtd 

19 Trammers * Readkig- 

20 Wolves v Stoke 


Second Division 

TbbdDhftelon -VvUvirZn!^ 

M^vNorttonpren - Berwick Ran^re v Stranraer 

« ESS" " - - C** v StBnhousefrajtr 

- Hamilton v Dumbarton 

38 Hull v Chester 

39 Leyton Onent v Barter TBird Division 

- Mansfield v Brighton - Alloa v Forfar 

- Rochdale v Barnet- - Arbroath v Queen’s Park 


Second Division 

21 Bournemouth v Blackpool 

22 Bristol Revere v Shrewsbury .... 

23 Crowe v Burnley ._ 

24 Millwal v Bristol City 

25 Notts County v Luton 

28 Pea*rtwrou#i v WaisaU .... 

27 Plymouth v Wycombe 

28 Preston v Chesterfield 


Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v Kilmarnock ... 

4L Dundee Utd v Celtic .' 

42 Dunfermline v Motherwell 

43 Hibernian v Rarih 


- Arbroath v Queen’s Park 

- Cowdenbeath v East Stirling 

- Montrose v Inverness C : 

- Russ County v AlOton Rovers 


TOMORROW 
FA Carting Premiership 


44 Rangere v Hearts Newcastle vliscesuw (4.01. 
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§£§§ Aston VHla v Sunderland gpll 

Last season: Did not play. Last five League match- 
os: Aston Via DDOLL: Sunderland LDWOD. 

Villa midfielders Townsend (shoulder?. Taylor (thigh). Draper (hernial and 
striker Johnson (groin) are all out Currie is set to continue in midfield. 
Sundertand are likely to field an unchanged team, with Melville determined 
to play despite breaking his nose In midweek. 

i@t Blackburn v West Han ffjB 

Last season: 4-2. Last five League matches: Black- 
bunt DWWDL West Ham WU3LL '■—> 

On-loan striker Newell Is set to line up for West Ham against his former 
club, Blackburn, with Hammers manager Redknapp yet to sign any new 
front men. Rovers winger Wilcox is expected to overcome a heel injury and 
play, and there could be a recall for midfielder McKwiay. 

Derby v Liverpool ^ 

- Last season: Did not play- Last five League match- 
es Deity LDDLD. Liverpool DWLDW. 

Rowett will replace the suspended Dailly and line up alongside McGrath 
and Laureen in Derby's defence. Thomas and Babb are available again for 
Liverpool alter completing suspensions, but Engfctnd squad member Mat- 
teo is out with a caff injury. 

Everton v Nottm Fbrest I 

Last season; 3-0. Last five League matches: Ever- ^ 1 
ton LULL Nottfitfram Forest DWWWL 
Forest are expected to field the same line-up that went down l-D to Coven- 
try Hi midweek. Roy and Saunders, both troubled by hamstring injuries, 
are urtikefy m be risked. For Everton, Short is almost certainly out with a 
head injury so teenage centre-back Dunne may get the nod. j 

Leeds v Arsenal PPH 

Vi,t£/ Last season: 0^3. Last five League ma tches: Leeds fe - J g 
LLWWD, Arsenal DWIWW. 

B^gkamp is still suspended for Areenal, and although Hartson is avail- 
abte marta^r Wenga- is expected to stick with wngit and Mereon up front 
Rush is likely to start on the bench again for Leeds, while Martyn has re- 
cowered from the back injuty that kept him out In midweek. 


First Division Nationwide League 

46 Clydebank v Mrdne First Division 

46 Falkirk v Dundee Oxford Utd v Manchester CRy (2.101 


Man United v Southampton 

^ Last season: 4-L Last fhre League matches; Man- TJgf 
^ Chester Utd WDWWW, Southampton WLLWD. 

Strike pair Cole and Solslqaer could start a match together for United for 
the first time. Butt is still out injured, but Johnsen could return In defence. 
Southampton will be looking to do the double, having trounced United 
6-3 at The Dell, where Ostenstad scored a hat-trick. 


Sheffield Wed v Coventry s’fn* 

Vi Last season: 4-3. Last five League matches: Shef- 
" field Wetfoesday DDWLW. Coventry WDtlW. 

Wednesday may be forced to make changes after injures to two defend- 
ers: Walker has sore ribs and Nolan has a ligament inJuiy Dublin is still 
suspended for Coventry, and manager Strachan is likely to give debuts to 
mi dweek sig nings Breen and the Ukrainian, 'itevtushok. 

V ■ Tottenham v Chelsea s-'&i 

a#* Last season: l-l. last five League matches Totten- 
■sfigar ham WUiiV, Chelsea WDWLW. FG 

Anderton is likely to start on the bench again, despite making a oortfo- 
back as a substitute in midweek for Spura. while Ve^ is out laired. Chelsea 
have to decide whether they can afford to play Hughes, Zola and Via!& up 
front together. 

Wimbledon v Middlesbrough ilST 

Last season: 0-0. Last five League matches: Mm- -fttgag 
biedon UA/DLL Middlesbrough WLLLW. 

Middlesbrough will be without their Italian striker, Ravanefli, who is sus- 
pended after being sent off against Sheffield Wednesday, Wimbledon rest- 
ed Jones and Ardtey against Manchester United in midweek, and both are 
pressing for a recall. 

Tomorrow: Newcastle v Leicester ! 

Last season: Did not play. Last five League match- Ufc^ll 
«K Newcastle WWDDW, Leicester DOtWD. 

BerMfort is likely to be back to strengthen Newcastle's defence after miss- 
ing Wednesday’s 4-i victofy over Everton with a hip injury. Leicester's main 
worry is striker Marshall (porn strain}. Midfielder Izzet may be asked to 
drop back to defence to cover for Injuries to Walsh and Whitlow. 


off combining forces for a TV 
deal and, among some chair- 
men, there is a lack of sympa- 
thy for their lesser brethren. 
Thus the recent blackmail of fi- 
nancial help at the cost of a pro- 
motion place. These chairmen 
are more inclined to invest in the 
national stadium than prop up 
ailing lower division clubs. 

Scary enough so far? It could 
get worse. The TV deal is being 
investigated by the Office of Fair 
Trading which disputes the Pre- 
miership's right to negotiate en 
bloc. If the OFT win, clubs like 
Manchester United could do 
their own deals, as has happened 
in some European countries, 
leaving the likes of Coventry and 
Wimbledon to fend for scraps 
and the lower division sides 
even more maigmalisecL 

The Premiership hope to 

TVs SPECIAL EFFECT 

Her*/ fbotoafl’s income from 
television has exploded in 
trie last 10 yeais 

Pra -1988 £3. 6m pa for Football 
League (BBC/TTV): £l.4m pa for 
Football Association (B8G4TV) 
1988-92 £44m over 4 yn for FL 
(TTV); £30m over 5 yrs for FA 
(BBC/BSkyS) 

1992-7 £304m over 5 yre for pre- 
miership (BSkyB/BBCJ: £72m over 
5 yrs for FA (deal superceded the 
final year of previous deal, BSkyBf 
BBC); £24m over 4 yrs for FL (fTY 
ended 1996} 

1997-2001 £743m over 4yrs for 
Premiership (BSkyB/BBC]; £l30m 
over 4 yrs for FA (BSkyB/TFV); 

£125m over 5 yrs for FL (BSk^’ 

ITV, this deal started In 1996) 

FA Includes FA Cup and England's 
home internationals: FL Includes 
Football League and League 
(Coca-Cols) Cup 

Does not include figures for away 
England matches (Channel Five 
paying £lm for Poland v England), 
European domestic games or 
Champions' League (ITV paying 
£75m for 3 yr deal starring next 
season). 

Welsh League have ££m deal with 
BSC Wales; Scottish League have 
£2.5m deal with BSkyB. 


keep the bigger clubs within 
ranks with the lure of pay-per- 
view which could gamer huge 
profits for the likes of Man- 
chester United while keeping 
them in the common frame- 
work. This is not that far away. 
Meanwhile the . gap gets ever 
bigger. 

It would be tragic if the Eng- 
lish game's diversity and mo- 
bility was extinguished by 
impoverishment just as the 
game was enjoying a goldrush. 
As Arsene Wenger recently 
noted "the passion fans have for 
all clubs, not just the big ones, 
is one of the English game's 
great strengths”. 

It is rime for the barons to do 
the decent thing. As their me- 
dieval equivalents knew, such 
status brings responsibility as 
well as privilege. 

Laudrup back 
up front for 
Rangers 

Scottish football 


Brian Laudrup, the Danish in- 
ternational, returns after a one- 
match absence to take the field 
for Rangers against Hearts at 
Ibrox today. 

Laudrup, who has hit 13 goals 
this season, missed last week's 
Scottish Cup win over St John- 
stone after suffering a recur- 
rence of the flu which forced him 
out of the last Old Firm deity. 

Laudrup's return is hearten- 
ing for the Rangers manager, 
writer Smith, after the news that 
Stuart McCall will be out for the 
rest of the season. McCall, who 
has not played for Rangers 
since October, is to have an op- 
eration on Ms medial ligament. 

Paul Gascoigne and Sebast- 
ian Rozental are also on the 
sidelines today with ligament in- 
juries while Erik B o An d erse n 
is troubled by a hamstring com- 
plaint but ts hoping to play. 

Gordon Dune will^ return 
for his first start since Septem- 
ber as Rangers try to protect a 
year-long unbeaten record at 
Ibrox in the Premier Division. 
Hearts were the last winners 
there when, ng pm in the absence 
of Gascoigne, they won 3-0 
thanks to a hat-trick from Alan 
Johnston last January. 

Celtic, who face a testing trip 
to Dundee United, have moved 
within six points of the Ibrox 
side, with 12 games to go, as 
Rangers try to equal their 
record of nine consecutive titles. 
David Sinclair could be a sur- 
prise addition to the UniLed 
bench atlhnoadke today. Their 
manager. Tommy McLean, is 
trying to wrap up a £ 90 , 000 deal 
to sign Sinclair from Millvrtril. 

Frayed nerves will dominah,' 
at Easter Road as second-boij 
tom Hibernian face lOth-pl**^ 
Raith in a survival setup- Hibs 
are still seeking their first jpoint 
under their manager, Jim Dufiy- 
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. sport 

AfterAdmiral’s deal to supply Leeds, the shirt really hit the fan 

*70 might n ?l hum abighole in 1940s. crew-necks ra the 1960s. But Ai:.,U Bl-' i t~v ArmiI themselves an; fashion. Aberdeen fuivcahundoiiL-d 


No apologies for mentioning Stock- 
port County again, for reasons oth- 
er than giant-killing nraloiLs 
. ^fetching them this week. re- 
minded of the time during the Faik- 
bnds War wben they considered 
dhangmg their strip as it resembled 
“ e Afgejumiaii national strip. Thev 
eventuaJly rejected the ideaTbut 
least it was a worthwhile consider- 
ation - which is more than can be 
said for most 

TJske Sunderland, who are aban- 
doning this season's brand new 
strip for a new look in 1997-98; in 
iheir defence (which is shaky at the 
best of times) they claim the change 
» to complement their new ground. 
Rubbish: it's just another case of 
manufacturers jumping on foot- 
v i ^^"flwckening bandwagon. 

which would be all well and good if 
7 they occasionally thought before 
they jumped. 

Money isn’t so much the issue 
here - shelling out £70 for a new 
strip every other season is bad 
enough - as getting value for mon- 


ey, £70 might not bum a big hole in 
the average fan’s pocket if ft bought 
something other than a “mishmash 
in polyester with gut-wrenching 
graphics” - as style magazine The 
face once memorably described 
football shirts. 

m These days the immortal line: 
“For those of you watching in black 
and white, Spurs are in yellow", 
would be more along the lines of 
“Spurs are in the yellow-whh-blne- 
sleeves-and-white-lrim-witjh-manu- 
fectuitr’srlogo-and^ 
sleeve-and-^xrasor’s-name-embja- 
zoned-across-tbe-chest". Over the 

lop maybe, but you get the point: 
modern shirt design has become as 
complicated as this season’s fixture 
list. 

Back in the old days it was sim- 
ple. Leeds played in white, Liverpool 
in red, Chelsea in blue, OPR wore 
hoops, Bristol Rovers quarters. No 
pinstripes, jacquard weaves, shoul- 
der flashes, drawstrings or burtons. 
Development was to necklines; lace- 
ups in the 1930s, V-necks in the 


1940s. crew-necks in the 1960s. But 
in 1973 Admiral paved the way for 
manufacturers with their deal tosup- 
ply Leeds - that elastic afl-white strip 
has never been the same since, 
with *17118116 Hotels" taking prece- 
dence over the club crest - and the 
shin really hit the fan. 

Granted, the retro look has been 
making a comeback in recent years, 
exemplified in Liverpool's current 
home strip; Everton’s salmon and 
navy away strip (based on an 1880s 
design): Newcastle's current away 
. strip (which barks back to the club’s 
origins); and Manchester United’s 
green and yellow strip (worn by 
Newton Heath in 1892- even if Um- 
bra did get the colours the wrong 
way round). 

But there have still been some 
bowlers. Ipswich's strip looks like it's 
been dipped in bleach, Nottingham 
Forest's like something the cal. 
rather than Umbro, brought in. 
And of course there was the Eng- 
land away strip, designed by Umbro 
to “look good with jeans”. We know 


Olivia Blair 
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that today's strip designs cater for 
the consumer as much as the dub, 
but that really was stretching the 
point. And the colour - a murky 
shade of battleship grey (they pre- 
ferred ‘’indigo blue” ) was the final 
straw. England's away strip has tra- 
ditionally been St George's red (ex- 
cept for the nasty blue early 1990s 
version, and in 1973 when' Bobby 
Moore looked out ofsonsinyeflow). 
Thank goodness consumer power 


has moved Umbro to reintroduce 
the red away strip in May. 

Bui away strips have always been 
something of a grey area. Fifas cri- 
terion is that they should avoid dash- 
ing with any home strip in that 
division, which means clubs exper- 
iment with increasingly diverse com- 
binations to obtain a design that's 
unique - and fits the bill. Last sea- 
son. West Brom wore a Braziiian- 
styie yellow and sky blue away strip, 
with, says Mike Campion, MD of 
manufacturers Patrick UK, “a dis- 
tinctly Brazilian look. Unfortu- 
nately, the learn played in a distinctly 
un-Brazilian way” Ditto Crystal 
Palace and Coventry who both 
Sported Brazilian -style strips which 
were binned almost before they'd 
made their debuts. 

The arbitrary nature of away 
strips struck meat Fra non Part Iasi 
weekend where Reading wore a red 
and while away strip, with bhie and 
white striped socks; a token gesture 
to the Royals' traditional colours 
which just made the look uncoor- 
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Goodison 
pressure 
on Royle 


Guy Hodgson looks forward to the 
best of today’s Premiership programme 
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By any criteria, Liverpool have 
had a ropey week. Knocked out 
of the FA Cup by Chelsea after 
leading 2-0 on Sunday, humil- 
iated m a six-a-side tourna- 
ment in Amsterdam and then 
overtaken by Manchester Unit- 
ed, of all teams, aL the top of the 
Premiership. 

But. as your mother used to 
say, there are always people 
worse off than yourself, and Liv- 
M erpool supporters do not have 
r to search loo far to find some- 
one. Compared to what has 
been going on at Everton, the 
last few days have been out- 
standing at Airfield. 

A sense of angry gloom has 
hung over Goodison Park, the 
legacy of losing to Bradford City 
in the RA .Oip and their siahsoc- . . 
cessive Premiership defeat in 
Newcastle. In addition, then: - 
best player. Andrei Kacchel-: - 
skis, has been sold to Fiorenti- 
na white rumours have dreufeted 
that their record £6m signing, 

\ Nick Barmfcy, was about to leave. 


Barmby has denied that, de- 
spite being dropped for the 
game at Newcastle^ and he in- 
gratiated himself further on the 
eve of today's match with Not- 
tingham Forest in Joe Rqyie's 
eyes by making a spirited defence 
of his manager. “Of course he 
is still the right man for the job,” 
he said. “I can’t believe everyone 
is calling for his head It’s im- 
portant to maintain stability. 

“Since he's been here, he’s 
won the FA Cup and taken us 
from the bottom of the league 
to the top half. They would be 
happy with that at Tottenham 
and Middlesbrough.*' 

Nevertheless, the ominous 
words “Royle out" were daubed 
on the walls of Eveiton’s train- 
. mg ground this week and it is 
unlikely anyone wiD add “stand- 
ing". to the message if they lose 
today and create* dnbrecord 
for successive League defeats. 

The current Liverpool team 
have had a number of chances to 
grasp at greatness and missed 





dinated .Arsenal themselves an: 
bringing oul a second away stnp m 
the dimmer, another yelk** and blue 
one to replace the two-tone blue 
strip, which always seemed more 
suited to While Hart Lone than 
Highbury anyway. 

Bui then some clubs have more 
scope than others* as Spurs mar- 
keting manager, Kay Lyons, ex- 
plains “1 don't think -Arsenal would 
get as much stick hating blue in a 
strip as we would having red. Even 
a touch of red in a Spurs kit would 
make the fens see red.” 

Spurs’ strip is manufactured by 
Pony, who canvas fans' opinions for 
their designs. Let's hope that Ad- 
miral. soon to return to the mar- 
ketplace through the leisurewear 
company Hay 5c Robertson iwho 
ala > market pyjamas and underwear 
bearing the FA crest), do likewise 
and stay clear of those strips made 
infamous bv England of the early 
19SOsl. 

English dubs aren't alone m per- 
petrating crimes against football 
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fashion. Aberdeen have abandoned 
their classic red strip in favour of a 
shirt interwoven with irregular 
shades of black and lopped oil 
with shoulder pads, while Celtic's 
away strip is a luminous ywIKiw-and- 
hrown striped number suggesting a 
spurious hands-a cross- ihe-water 
link with Bonis&in Dortmund. And 
in Brazil, Nike have eommitled the 
ultimate act of heresy hv pulling 
thick green stripes down that clas- 
sic gold sleeve. Brazil's national press 
have likened the move lo slicking a 
sponsor's name on the national 
flag. Unsurprisingly, the president 

of the Brazilian Football Confed- 
eration has defended it - the deal 
is worth around SlOtim t£fiZSml 
over 10 years. 

Some people, however. obvious- 
ly appreciate gaudy shirts. Sum- 
marising for the Leeds against 
Crystal Palace Cup tie, David Pleat 
observed; “What a splendid en- 
counter between two teams in 
brightly coloured shirts." And this 
was Radio Five Live. 


Stockport County 


"’!• 






by Dave Espley 


Andrei Kanchefekis shows off his new Fiorentma shirt yesterday after his £8m transfer from Everton Photograph: Reuter 


them and there will be suspkaoos 
ofa trend fftiieyfafl at Dertyto- 
day. A tetter in the Uv&poolEcho 
last night summed up feelings on 
Mtxseyside. “The tikes of McMa- 
naman, Fowler, Collymore and 
Berger should,” it read, “make us 
a side feared in Europe. This, 
though, is not the case.” 

The author could not divine 
why, although this critic be- 
lieves lack of backbone and 
discipline might be tfaeanswer. 
Certainly Derby's Jim Smith 
echoed more than one Pre-. 
mi rasinp manager when he said 
yesterday. “Last Sunday's game 
showed that if you get among 
them and don’t allow them to 
play, Liverpool find it difficult” 


No one has found playing 
Southampton more difficult re- 
cently than Manchester United, 
who lost 3-1 in April and 6-3 in 
November. In some managers 
that might have encouraged 
ambitions of retribution at Old 
Trafford today, although Alex 
Ferguson has loftier sights. “1 
don't care if it’s 1-0 or 13-12as 
kmg as we win,” he said. “Re- 
venge won’t come into it” 

Tbp of the table again, Fergu- 
son believes that spring and his 
. team's best form might be coin- 
riding again. “You look at the 
chances we made agamst Wim- 
bledon on Wednesday and you 
think someone is going to suffer. 
One dayweU get a barrel-load.” 


Southampton, fresh from an ig- 
nominious defeat by Stockport m 
the Coca-Cola Cup, were pray- 
ing last night it will not be diem. 

Wfest Ham have been on their 
Imees for most of the winter af- 
ter one win in 16 matches and 
their manager, Harry Redknapp, 
is suffering the same doubts that 
have surrounded Joe Royle ’s 
future. On Wednesday, sup- 
porters barricaded the team into 
Upton Park ..after. losing to Ar- 
senal but ah away game at Blade- 
bum will not come as a relict 

“If I had. my way we would 
play all our games at home,” 
Slaven BHic, their Croatian cen- 
tral defender, said, “because the 
fans have been tremendous. 


Hopefully they will be there to 
help us get the result we need." 
Given Blackburn's current 
home form - last defeat on 22 
October - that is unlikely. 

Ruud Gullit tried a dose of 
player power this week, letting 
his Chelsea players choose their 
own style for the London der- 
by at Tottenham. Gullit staged 
practice games with different 
tactics and then asked his stars 
which way they wanted to play. 

“They all bad the same so- 
lution,” said Gullit, happy. with 
their choice. “I thought they 
would want to play that way. 
You know what is in your own 
mind but you have to give play- 
ers responsibility." 


Todd emphasises consistency for Blues’ visit 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


Bolton may be 11 points clear 
at the top of the First Division, 
but yesterday their manager. 
Colin Todd, insisted before 
Birmingham ’s visit today: “The 
main thing is we maintain our 
consistency. We have got our- 
sehres into a veiy strong position, 
but there’s stiD a long W3y logo." 

Tbdd hopes his midfielder 


John Sheridan recovers from 
the muscle injury that kept him 
out of the midweek win at 
Stoke. Wanderers also have the 
winger David Lee fit again af- 
ter a hamstring injury as they 
seek their seventh successive 
League win. 

B irmingham 's player-coach, 
Steve Bruce, starts a two-match 
suspension, with Michael John- 
son coming into central defence. 
Bui Trevor Rands will have his 


resources strengthened by Nicky 
Forster and Anders Limpar fol- 
lowing their moves from Brent- 
ford and Everton. 

Howard Kendall will be hop- 
ing that yesterday’s £700,000 
signing, Jan Age Fjortoft from 
Middlesbrough, wifi give sec- 
ond-placed Sheffield United a 
lift at the Norwegian’s former 
club, Swindon, who will miss 
Kevin Horiock following the 
Northern Ireland midfielder's 


£12>m move to Manchester 
City. Swindon's player-manag- 
er Steve McMahon may be 
pressed into action while Mark 
Walters is pushing for a recall 
after a thigh injury. 

Bradford City, who followed 
their FA Cup win at Everton 
with a 1-0 midweek victory over 
Rjrt We to move out of the bot- 
tom three, expect Andy Kj- 
woinya, Carl Shun and Des 
Hamilton to shake off knocks for 


the derby with Huddersfield at 
\felley Parade. Huddersfield, 
who lost 4-1 at Reading in mid- 
week, have Tbtn Cowan. Rob 
Edwards, Wayne Burnett and Si- 
mon Collins bade in contention. 

The Norwich manager, Mike 
Walker, will be without Shaun 
Carey, who has a hamstring 
problem, but has Ian Crook and 
Andy Johnson back in the 
squad for the visit of Barnsley 
to Carrow Road. Barnsley, two 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Bottom clubs to do battle Semi-final slot 

Hockey berometluDgofamiradetfpiey puts Rusedski 

were; to stop Teddingtou. in 4nn CA 

Tomorrow’s National League Hounslow, with an unchanged KJcldt 111 U1(J Ow 


Tomorrow’s National League 
fixtures have been kind to the 
clubs at the top and for once 
there is unlikely to be very much 
change in the leading positions, 
but it is the battling cu Barford 
Tigers, Hounslow and Surbiton 
at the bottom which is the een- 
tre of interest, writes B TCbbvffl. 

With Havant’s relegation al- 
most certain — they are currently 
1 1 points adrift or Surbiton - it 
seems merely a question of 
who will join them.' 

Surbiton are at home lo Ted- 
dirigton, who with the Tetum of 
Jason Lasted, and the arrival of 
Nick Conway just before Chrat- 
mas. are riding high in third 
place. Although Surbiton an- 
nounce a full squad for the first 
time in several weeks, it.would 


be something of a miracle if they 
were to stop Teddingtou. 

Hounslow, with an unchanged 
squad, entertain fifth-placed Old 
Lon gh tomans, who have Julian 
Halls track after injury. The Old 
Boys, smarting after last week's 

stil/M an outside title 
chance, are unlikely to give 
Hounslow’s hopes a boost. 

Barford Tigers' chance^ of 
points wffi not be good against 
visiting Guildford, who rattled 
in eight against Hounslow last 
Sunday. 

Oxford University, struggling 
to stave off relegation from 
the First Division, have taken 
the unprecedented step of re- 
calling past student and German 
Under-21 international Hen- 
ning Tewes for the visit of 
StouiporL 


England stuck in backwater 


Basketball 

England retreat to the interna- 
tional backwaters of Guildford 
for their final European Cham- 
pionship semi-final group game, 
but the .visit of Russia to the 
Spectrum Arena on 26 Febru- 
ary will not be ibe last game in 
charge for the coach, Lazio 


: The Hungarian's three-year 
contract lasts until the end of 
May, but earlier in that month 
Nemeth will guide England in 
tme of four qualifying tourna- 
ments for the 1999 European fr, 

. nals. The draw for those events 

will be made after the final 

rour^ erf group games 

settles the lit^-up for this sum- 
mer's finals. Tire Basketball 


League, which promotes Eng- 
land's home games, have been 
unable to attract sponsorship or 
coverage to generate income 
necessary to stage the Russian 
game at oik erf the major arenas. 

The League’s chief executive, 
Mike Smith, said: “Without an 
element of success it is so diffi- 
cult to attract interest.” The 
irony will not be lost on those 
who’ see the League's decision 
to allow five Americans per 
chib as a significant factor in the 
England team's decline. 

Having hired, fired and re- 
cycled more than 70 Americans 
this season, it was little wonder 
that yesterday’s transfer dead- 
line passedquietiy. Ed Harmon 
joined Worthing and Scott Pa- 
terson signed for Newcastle.. 


Tennis 


Greg Rusedski, the British 
No Z beat the 24-year-old 
Czech Republic player. Martin 
Damm, 7-5, 6-3, to reach the 
semi-finals of the Croatian 
Open in Zagreb yesterday. 

The win ensures that Rused- 
ski will be back in the lop 50 in 
the world when the next rank- 
ings are announced by the ATP 
on Monday. Rusedski is now 
ranked 56. having gone down 
from 48 at the end of 1996 fol- 
lowing first-round defeats in the 
New Zealand and Australian 
Opens. But yesterday he was 
bade to his best, dropping only 
18 points in his 11 service games 
and was only once in trouble. 

That was after breaking 
D amm 's serve to lead 4-2 in the 
second seL He went 15*40 down 
on bis own serve in the next 
game but saved three break 
points before holding serve for 
5-2. Then he served out to >15 for 
a deserved victory in 80 minutes. 
H Steffi Gnrf, the worid No 1 star- j 
prisfe^efinfinaiedm the fourth 1 
round at the recent Australian 
Open after problems with an in- 
fected toe, is on course to meet 
the new world No Z Martina 
Hiiqps, in- the final of the Ran Rh 
cific Open in^ Tbkya Gra£ the.top 
seed, meets Brenda Sdmhz-Mo- 
Carthy in the semi-finals after de- 

v .• 1 - C. *1 


American football 

fldl JferceBs, who took the Nov EniJand 
Patriots to the Super Bowl last week. 
Is stepping do«n as coach. His resig- 
nation came two days after the NFL com- 
missioner, Paul Tagfiabue. ruled that 
Parcell's contract with the Patriots pro- 
hibits him from vwrtung tor another NR 
team next season without permission. 
Joe Bugel, the Oakland Raiders' offen- 
sive coach for the last two years and a 
former Arizona Cardinals - coach, has 
beer named head coach of the Raiders. 

Athletics 

Jasia Thugwane, who he became the 
first black South African to win an Ol- 
ympic gold medal when he mm the 
marathon in Atlanta last summer, has 
entered the London Maratnon. 


a one-year contract after his release by 
Hampshire. 

After generating a dub record profit of 
more than £258,000 in 1995, Not- 
tinghamshire made only £68.075 last 
year; due largely to a bigger wage bin. 




THURSavre LATE SCORES: Toer matte (Ona 
<Wy) nmnradlilMf: South Afnce A 251 tor 
C ISO men]; Incfca 94 tor 5 <24.2 mm) flUMcft 
Abandoned -rafru. 

Football 

Tottenham are to gh* a that to aide- 
bank’s Scotland Under-21 internation- 
al winger; Gary Teale. 


places above the Canaries in 
third, have the Dutch defend- 
er Arjan De Zeeuw doubtful 
with the chest infection that 
ruled him oul of the 3-2 win at 
Grimsby on Wednesday, with 
Peter Shirtliff set lo continue. 

Elsewhere Queen's Park 
Rangers, on the up, welcome 
Crystal Palace, on the slide, to 
Loft us Road while Wolves, 
fourth, entertain their fellow 
challengers Stoke at Molineux. 


LMmen, B kfemw. B ftnwwe. 87 N Fata (G8 j. 
WWooa, p Mclustson. V Sffl0i IA||). P Soatvows 
ta. 1 Fwyh. M Smote. M CMewa. S Kendall. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Honda 3 Boston 1; Ottawa 2 St Labs 5: 
Tampa Bay 1 ttemreal «: CWguy 3 San lot* 6: 
VBncouw 2 New York tsandm 1 rod; Los An- 
eetet.5 Hartfonj 3. 

THURSDAYS UOE RESULTS: SnpMN«M: Ba- 
stofSKAe Bison S BrachnM Bed 9. CMewa 
mKcA: Newcastle Cotas 1 Japan L 

Ra Dying 

The RAC Rally will be based at Chelten- 
ham's National Hunt race course. Prest- 
bury Park, for the next three years. 


It was one of the most widely- 
posed trivia questions of recent 
weeks: which English (cam is 
stfll challenging for four do- 
mestic trophies? The answer, 
of course, was Snxrkpon Coun- 
ty, ihe perennial linvcr-diviston 
stragglers, and even if Ihe 
question has now been ren- 
dered obsolete by last week’s 
FA Cup defeat at Birmingham, 
we were until then the' most 
successful side in cup fooihull 
in England this season. .And 
we're now in the semi-finals of 
a major competition for the 
first lime in our hisloiy. 

It's a tremendous position 
for little old Stockport to find 
themselves in. Normally, we 
play the rote of “little dub plug- 
ging away gamely in the shad- 
ows cast by the two 
Manchester giants." (OK. 
City's shadow isn’t cast too far 
these days, bul it still reaches 
Stockport, believe me). This 
season, however, has been a 
revelation for County fans. 

Strange as it may seem, with 
success still being pursued on 
three fronts, the job of the 
manager. Dave Jones, was 
widely held to be only slightly 
mere secure than Alan BaD'son 
the morning of 14 September 
lasL Prior to that day. County 
were lying second bottom of the 
Second Division, had lost four 
out of six games, drawn the oth- 
ers. and scored a single measly 
goal. A prolonged relegation 
battle, it seemed, was the only 
thing we had lo look forward to 
this season. 

No doubt fearing for his em- 
ployment, Jones 'reportedly 
called in his senior pros to 
thrash out what was wrong. Af- 
ter what is usually referred to 
as “a frank exchange of views," 
we beat Plymouth 3-1 on that 
fateful Saturday, following 
which the collective sigh of re- 
lief from Edgelev Park mea- 
sured nine on the Beaufort 
Scale, and caused ships in the 
North Sea to list alarmingly. 
And then our season started - 
and how. In the 30 League and 
cup games since that first win, 
we've onlv been beaten twice. 


Included in that run an: % sent- 
ries at Ewottd Park. Brumal! 
Lane, the Victoria Ground. 
Stoke, and now The PclL;iswelI 
as a draw at Upton Park. At 
Edgelev. we’ve beaten West 
Ham in the replay, drawn with 
Southampton and massacred 
promotion-chasing MillwaU a 
fortnight ago tn such an extent 
Lhat the receivers were called in. 

So what made the differ- 
ence? It's impossible lo say. 
quite frankly. No signings were 
made, the squad.'which was 
widely regarded as one ol 
County's strongest ever, has 
simply started playing In the 
level which had hcci) antici- 
pated in the close season, lead- 
ing most of us to assume lhat 
the first half-dozen games were 
merely an aberration, and that 
the real County have been on 
display in the 30 games since. 

It could also be argued that 
we have not really got any ab- 
solutely outstanding players. 
That's not to belittle any of 
them: what 1 mean is they 're all 
good (and if you think’ that's 
simply the blinkered rumblings 
of a supporter, well, vou're 
right, but take a look at that 3(V 
game record again). Or those 
'.that do stand out, Luis Cavaco. 


our Portuguese winger, has re- 
portedly caught the eye of 
Ruud Gullit, full-back^ Scan. 


Connelly has reportedly been 
looked at ty Liverpool, and star 
striker Alun Armstrong has re- 
portedly interested just ahout 
everyone. Bul to highlight those 
players is to do a massive dis- 
service to the rest of the team. 
At the moment, it's simply im- 
possible to pick out anyone play- 
ing badly. 

It's hard to believe we'll ac- 
tually win ihe Coca-Cola Cup. 
of course; Stockport County 
just isn't that kind of dub. 1T1 
be quite happy, however, if. 
when the inevitable happens 
and, say, a further two of the 
four hubbies burst the one still 
floating represents the Sec- 
ond Division championship. 
Promotion lo ihe First Division 
will be the only filling conclu- 
sion to such an araazinu season. 


Rugby League 






Rugby Union 

WTO««K>NALIMrcHES:ErffindA52Soa- 
land A 1 7 1 at Stoop MmoflW Gmvxft: En0and 
lteoei-21 35 ScoOmd Unow-21 TC i» Socp 
Mmorjn Crr inKfc Wales Under-21 44 heimf 
UncSer-21 16 lot Bnoeentfl. 

Skiing 

MEWS MJPME womacup SLMJQH (ScMwl- 
mteg. Xut IhoratfayV: 1 A Tomtn Dll Iron 
306'sec I463-. 48.531; 2 T Starvation? 
«14) 1:36.03 (-15.72. 49.3U: 3 S Are.- ( fn 
1136.19 1-1637. 49.32): 4 T SyKiia lAuU 
1J623 >47.51, 48.721; 5 K hirura Uapan) 
H3G26 >4738, 4&88i. Oomt World Cup 
BtamflqgK 1 K A Amodl iNori 74lMs.-2l.At 
pftand (Fn 737; 3 1 Sytora I Auu 668: 4 K Ow 
axva I tt.1 649; 5 M Von Grun$Ml (Swill 022. 

Snooker 

REBAL WELSH OPEN (Newport) Quarter-A- 
n«4to M Kfig IEr»i M FCTBncn Ilni 2; S Hendry 
ISCOI M T Murphy <N Ml 5-3. 

Squash 

SRA NADONAL LEAGUE; Snntiouine 2 Quch- 
estM3. 


Iannis 

CROATIAN INDOOR TOURNAMENT (ZafiraDl 
M«i'» iJngtes focoiKf mind ffburautay): a 

Ru5Cds*i (G8i M J iNMh> J i. f> 3 

52: A RaOukaciJ iCwl M A I'cnv^ iRom' 7-ri 
7-6: Hi Amo l Mon K P Pnm»J lOcn 7 6 6 3. 
T Enqnst Swi « AAlami (Mart 6-3 fril l'. I.sn- 
W*ic iCnxn M T Johansson i?«.>i 7 f. 6 J. 
G Eus (Air) bl M faxxet iSndi f-S 7-6. Qnar- 
ta^MaluC Ruua&fci tGB> « M runwn 
7-S 6-3. J 3onctK3 iSp> M G Ellr. iAir. 6-0 
7-& G hun&evc (Cnu) tn a w-cu > ii.fi 
50 1-1 nm: T E rwv.il i?wui or H A rai ifL*cw> 
6-2 53. 

SHANGHAI OPEN OiUteoAute: J iSkv 
*aM M J Gobrunl ih* 52 3-653:1 PJt-; ilroi 
M J Taranca tUSI 6 3 2-6 53; B «C 
MG SoOmiRl 57 6-4 52. A VoBwi iPlb< H 
O FUch iUSI G-4 J -6 52. DouMoa Mrcond 
round: T Mvdohl iSwci A 9 PVrarwlOo 1K.1 M 
L Poes G M Bnuputu itnau' 1-6 5-1 53. 
TOfiAV PAN MUF1C WOMEN'S OPEN (Tahyo) 
Stafloa querteMlnela: S Gnd iGcti M I M.i 
H* iCroaj 52 53. B SthUCMcC.irm, .Imm 
W C Mantw: iSdi 6-1 50: a Hut** ibpti M l 
D ovcnport lUS)&3d-6 52-. MEfarV- l&wO.' br 
A Ooecrr ISA) 50 61. Doubles quortor-ft- 
naiK K Booryn iNMh< £ i Spdea iRmm w l 
R ovmond lUSi & R SHiW- iAusi 5? 52. 


BasketbaO 

NBA: New Jfrroy 713 PfiPflfW 10t DOUGS 82 
Minnesota 92; wanton 109 Oencr 113; UDdi 
102 AUsna 96; IA Cbppere 100 UBncaMrM; 
Sacamento 93 CNC29) ill. 
THtiRSMTSIAIERESUTrBnttMllMrlMBNc 
London LfidpfiMt 83 ManAtav G«tS 80- 


Bowls 


Wales have delayed naming a revised 
squad for their 11 February friendly 
against ihe Republic of Ireland in Car- 
din until Monday. 

Burnley have been excused of any blame 

by the Football Association foBowfctfie 

failure of floodHgns at their FA Cup re- 
play against Walsall on 17 December. 
Wateafl were leading 1-0 at half-time 
when ihe lights went out 

THURSDAY'S UllE RESUU& SpnUi C w 
taBia rowiflnE M Bontona 3 Btonaldo U 
Nadal 70, GKmim m Rfaal Ifadno 2 tsm^* 16, 
rtano 67); Tenente 0 Hnl Bens 2. PmttM 
Ubbm Cup orouaThmesTrariwee 0 SW» l. 


bKIHOlUMt 


Around the resorts 


La IkI •snow and uiw net report* 
tom I80f PKoru in Europe and! 
Ncrti Amerted- 
Plioneof tiK 

0891 333110 
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SKISWAPSHDT 


Ati-gan ce ft x gatte lo $no ro 
MnaiaK al lQCH-rewrH 
worWaldK 

0897 SOD 501 


CANADA 
BigWMte 

FRANCE 

CourchcreJ 

FlakM 


..PawdemiacfMne nmciwJ 


..Manly ftara-oaohirt 
..Hart-iwcKHi 


Coannijmur 
Fotgarta 


... Gnut at all levels 
....Grea: at all levels 


6-3. The 16-year<dd Hn^is, who 
last week in Melbourne became 
die youngest winner of a Grand 
flam event this century, meets 
! the fourth seed, Anke Huber of 
Germany, in the other semi-final. 


Boxing Goif 

CrawfanJ Asliwthe ftfash Vight-heew- 
vveeght ch ampio n, will meet Spains 
Roberto Dominguez for the vacant Eu- 
ropean title In Liverpool on 1 Match. 

Domtnejfiz replaces Norway's Oft KJe- 
metsen. who fc injured. 

The Bimsh Boxing Board ot Control has 
fined Wales’ Joe Cabaghe £5,000 for 
withdrawing from his British super- 
mldfltewagTt title defence aganst Paul 
Wn£it 

^ AXKT NATIONAL PttO-AM (PWAlft BMdl, 

Sussex have agred the farmer Mndteset ca«): uautegiirstMitiKi senas pis 
pace bowier Martin ThurcfieJd, 25. on stauan ta j pwt«* rswai. o Ou»l a* t 
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Football’s £243m question 

Glenn Moore on how to spend 
all that money, page 30 
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Christie’s final frontierjBH 

The former Olympic champion is 
back In the spotlight, page 29 


FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: A cohesive Scottish unit wants to play on England’s nerves 


De Glanville 
feels burden 
of expectation 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

The great and good of the Rug- 
by Football Union may have de- 
livered their long-awaited 
verdict on the peace deal with 
England's senior clubs, but the 
jury is still out on the national 
team itself. If Jack Rowell’s new- 
look outfit goes belly-up against 
Scotland at Twickenham to- 
day. capital punishment will be 
the least the coach can expect 
to get away with. 

For this "side, controversial in 
the rejection of Jeremy Guscott 
and Ben Clarke, has little to do 
with round-table consensus and 
everything to do with Rowell in 
his role as Big White Chief. As 
Phil de Glanville admitted on 
Thursday, the captain's input on 
selection was consultative 
rather than decisive. 

It is reasonable to assume 
that De Glanville. under con- 
siderable pressure for his own 
place in midGcld. would feel 
more comfortable operating 
alongside Guscott. Mike Catt 
and Adedayo Adebayo, all of 
whom are clubmaics at Bath. 
Familiarity counts for an awful 
lot. especially in the hurly-burly 
of a Cakutta’Cup match, "but the 
skipper docs not have that lux- 
ury today. 

Two crucial elements in Eng- 
land's plan to expand their 

K e beyond the postage stamp 
sofMunayfield 1996 -Tim 
Slimpson. the full-hack, and 
Richard Hill the new open-side 
flanker - are unknown quanti- 
ties at Test level. There can be 


no hope of a telepathic under- 
standing at this early juncture, 
and therein lies the nib: the 
Scots, lightweight up front and 
workaday out wide, have none- 
theless developed an enviably 
intimacy in the crucial decision- 
making positions of back-row 
and half-back, and if they can 
pinch a decent share of pos- 
session, they will be dangerous 
opponents. 

Rob WainwrigbL their cap- 
tain. was in bullish mood yes- 
terday as he mulled over what 
he considered to be conflicting 
statements of intent from the ri- 
val camp. Tve read comments 
by both De Glanville and Paul 
Grayson, their outside-halt and 
they seem to be saying differ- 
ent things," he said after a 
brief training run at BracknelL 
‘Phil was insisting that winning 
was the only important thing, 
which suggests that England 
might play to their traditional 
forward strength. 

“Paul, on the other hand, was 
talking in terms of striking a hap- 
py medium between the fast 
open gam e we saw from Eng- 
land against Italy in November 
- when, incidentally, they were 
under very little pressure - and 
the sterile approach we saw at 
Murrayfield last year." 

Given that the Scots, with Ian 
Smith restored to the open-side 
flank and his namesake Tom. a 
loose-head prop in the mould 
of the 1990 Grand Slam captain 
David Sole, making his debut in 
the front row. are well-equipped 
to feed off the slightest hint of 
confusion. Wainwright looked 
more than happy at the prospect 


ENGLAND v SCOTLAND 


T Stinpson 

J SJeighthoImB 

W Carting- 

P de Glanville....... 

T Underwood 

P Grayson ....... 

A Gcmarsafl 

G Rowntree ........... 

M Regan ............... 

j Leonard — 

M Johnson 

S Shaw 

L DaHagJio ............ 

TRodber — .... 

RHdl 


at Twk 
.... Newcastle 

Bath 

..... Harlequins 
Bath, capt 

— Newcastle 
. Northampton 
Wasps 

- Leicester 

......... Bristol 

Hartequms 

Leicester 

.......... Bristol 

Wasps 

. Northampton 
..... Saracens 


15 R Shepherd .... 

14 D Stark 

13 A Stanger..... 
12 R Eriksson.... 

11 K Login 

10 G Townsend ... 
9 B Red path. — 

1 T Smith 

2 G Hfis 

3 M Stewart. — 

4 G Weir-... 

5 A Reed 

6 P Walton 

8 R Walnwright.. 

7 I Smith 


Melrose 

............ Melrose 

.............. Hawick 

London Scottish 

...... Sorting County 

........ Northampton 

...... .... Melrose 

Watsomans 

Currie 

Northampton 

Newcastle 

Wasps 

....... Northampton 

... Watsonians, capt 
Goocester 


rhftoramms: IB j Qukqn iBjmi. 17 m cn 
iBatfii, ISA HMl e» ILOKMU*. 13 B Oartuj 
IKiKimonm. 20 D Gnrfonh 21 

P Creme iGujawixi. 


Heptacemonts: 1£ S HastkCf (Vocanansi. 
17 C Chaknen pMiosel. 18 G Mum 
mewutoe). 19 S Mum (Sugart. 20 D 
HOon 21 S BiMtomoM Wrtnsei. 


Referee: P O’Bnen iNciy Jcaianl*. Kicft-oft 3.0 iBBCl. htgM^jts Sty Sports 2, 9.301. 1 


of England failing to sing from 
the same hymn sheet. 

If Tom Smith, a squat, pow- 
erful 25-year-old Watsonian, 
turns outto be a quarter as good 
as Sole - a state-of-the-art loose 
head if ever there was one - 
then Jason Leonard will be in 
for an interesting 80 minutes to- 
day. Not so much at the set- 
piece, which even the Scots 
describe as Smith's most obvi- 
ous weakness, bui in the loose; 
. the visitors believe the new boy 
can make a major impact at 
ruck and maui, as well as in the 
tackle oounL 

By coincidence, the last Tom 
Smith to make his Scottish de- 
but at ■RvickenhaiD ended up 
scoring a winning try from the 
second row. That was in 1983, 
however, and the Scots, who 
have not won in London since, 
have barely managed to cross 
the English line either. 

It is now eight years since 
John Jeffrey, the Great White 
Shark, took advantage of a suc- 
cession of En glish cock-ups to 
score in front of the old North 
Stand, and VfeinwrighL is real- 
istic enough to know that 
chances wfll be at a premium 
this afternoon. “I expect Eng- 
land to tackle hard and operate 
their customary tight defence,' 1 
he admitted. 

But for all their own talk of 
working the wide open spaces, 
England have been equally bar- 
ren on the try -sco ring front. 
They have not breached the 
Scottish line since 1993. when 
Stuart Barnes ripped the visitors 
to shreds in midfield, and the 
three subsequent games had 
been mere benefit occasions for 
a trio of kickers - Jon CaOard 
in 1994, Rob Andrew a year lat- 
er and the much-criticised 
Grayson last season. 

If Rowell ends up relying on 
Grayson’s accuracy again today, 
the fell sound of knives being 
sharpened wfll be almost deaf- 
ening. Scotland's dire perfor- 
mance against Wales a fortnight 
ago has done the English few 
favours, for it only served to in- 
crease the burden of expectan- 
cy in England. 

While Wainwright yesterday 
wore the relaxed look of a man 
who knew full well that his 
side could not possibly play as 
badly again. Rowell and De 
Glanville had no such comfort 
zone in which to recline. It is 
likely to be veiy edgy indeed. 
Return of the natives, page 28 




In Monday’s 
20-page sports section 

Tony Underwood gives his verdict 
on England’s performance 
in the Calcutta Cup 
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Overlord: Jack Rowell (left), the England coach, oversees One-out drills during training at 
Twickenham yesterday on the eve of today’s Calcutta Cup Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Fridav's solution 


atamuicua gjqlseicjdjiiej 
A Q Q Q Q B Q ID 
UQQDQDQQQ UQUE313 
aCJUQGJHQQ 
QQDQ aUQCJHUUUUU 
Q El Q 13 D 13 ffl 

ouia etuis uaaacaa 
hqei m a a 

BttUUUU HGKflDHKlH 
,J O Q B a Q □ 
||OQOg B g Q g HfflH g H g 

1G3D0B BDQQnEJEJDU 
qquidqouq 
luaauunHa ieobhcib 


Lust Saturday’s solution 


UUC 1 U 1 UUL 1 CJQ UttiUUU 
EICJEHHUHL] 
QQC 2 QQ QHQDUIIUUU 
L 3 UH 011 J 13 HU 
EIQLUaUQaBDH QEHH 
y L 3 U □ H H 

aHnamna egiuhhlik 
a a a □ u b 
uuubuuu aaantiQB 

gJ □ u a a li 

ugjqq □uaaayaaaD 
aasHUHnE 
caQmBuncjQLi ejqhhq 

□ Hamatsiiiu 

□ QQQE3 UUUHEJQElLIild 


By Mass ACROSS 

! § I Creature (like a scorpi- 

on? ) is attacking (9) 

ft One's out of the country 
«— fora time (4) 

10 Female's spoken verse on 

— highest deity i5) 

J 1 Corresponds from the 

tropics? (9) 

12 Spotting event requiring 

areal nimble reserves (7) 
h 13 It's rough fo Cowing in- 
h H tcmational crash (7) 

™ 14 Putting one’s faith in a 

happy medium? (13) 

17 This gale could be why 
— tom trees bent round 

lake (5-8) 

— 21 Head Utster Unionist 

aboard coach (7) 

22 Worst combine among 

worst (7) 

24 The sort who readily 
— comes lo mind? (9) 

25 Articulate characters? 

— Not aid (51 

\ 26 New blue edging, smooth 
... (4) 

ution 27 ... woven satin in nap, 
proving impervious (9) 


DOWN 


1 One with class, using 
Michigan accent? (8) 

2 Brief fellow lost is being 
located (5) 

3 How to get a binder (be- 
ing disorganised)? ( 14) 

4 Introduce what’s re- 
quired, including motor- 
way system (7) 

5 Welsh handle gravelly 
granite (7) 

7 Cusp error recalculated 
to discover what went 
before (9) 

8 Had snack - no spread 
( 6 ) 

9 A familiar characteristic 
of copper? (4-10) 

15 Long for a crackpot Ital- 
ian down (9) 

16 Regales one, we hear, in 
a minor way (8) 

18 Perhaps boxer's not 
quite the word for this 
pet? (7) 

19 Gets on? With ‘B’ in 
English attainments? (7) 

20 Radar screens, say - and 
range is short (6) 

23 Gin’s spent morning in 
the country (5) 


Rovers deny Lazio 
move for Eriksson 


The Erst five correct solutions to ifcin week’s puttie opened next Thim- 
daymen* hanBncked copies «Ttbt new Orfbri Dictionary of Quota dons. 
Answers sod winners names *iD be published next Satarday. Send sola- 
tj w U> Saturday Ciwnwd, P. a Box 4018. The Independent, l Canada 
S quare C anary fflait IxmdoD E145BL. Please use the box number and 
postcode and gh* yonr own mMrodr. I ast merit's unmexx: ft-ggy rhrf . 

laston; Revd. Dartd Watson. Son 111 Croydon: M CorleU, Thatae-J Valen- 
tine. London Vfc H Hint, Shlpln 
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ALAN NIXON 

Sven Goran Eriksson emerged 
last night as the favoured candi- 

nials from Blackbu^^rveis 
that he would leave them in the 
lurch. 

Robert Coar, the Rovers 
chairman, said: “Ws have a writ- 
ten agreement with Sven that he 
wfll come to us in July." However, 
there have been differences be- 
hind the scenes over transfer tar- 
gets. Rovers are close to 
completing the £?-5m signing of 
Polish striker Marek Gtko, who 
was not on Eriksson's wanted OsL 

Bruce Rioch was abroach ed 
by West Bromwich Albion last 
night to fill their managerial va- 
cancy. Rioch, No 2 at Queen’s 
fork Rangers, has emerged as the 
first choice of the Albion board, 
who are asking for permission to 
speak to him this weekend. 

If Rioch turns down the offer. 
West Brora may turn to the 
Bi rm i n gham player-coach, Steve 
Bruce, aJtbot^h Ian Rush, our of 
favour at Leeds, yesterday be- 
came a late addition to a short- 
list of applicants which also 
indudes Ray Harford, D anny 
Wilson and John Rudge. 

The Leeds chairman. Bill 
Fotherby, has confirmed that 
Parma have paid a fee to keep 
Tbraas Brolin until the end of the 
season. Leeds win receive around 
£300,000 for the Iran deal but the 
dub have valued Brofin at more 


than £3m if the clubs agree to a 
permanent transfer. 

Leicester City’s Nefl Lennon 
has lost an appeal against his 
sending-off in ast week’s FA Gup 
tie with Norwich. Lennon was 
dismissed with Matt Jackson 
following an off-the-ball dash in 
their fourth-round match. 

Brighton’s proposed ground- 
share at Gillingham has run into 
trouble after GflHnghajn Coun- 
cil wrote to the Football League 
to oppose the move. However, 
a successful second round of tails 
yesterday at the Centre of Dis- 
pute Resolution in London be- 

Keegan wishes 
Dalglish well 

Kern Keegan has applauded the 
choice of Kenny Dalglish, who 
succeeded him as manager of 
Newcastle United earlier this 
month. “TO always have an in- 
terest in Newcastle United - 1 
love the dnb. I flunk Kenny is 
the right choke for the new man- 
ager and I wish trim all the best.” 

tween the Brighton chairman, 
Bill Archer, and Dick Knight, 
head of the consortium trying to 
take over the club, have offered 

hope. A statement issued by the 
Centre said that the two had 
“made further progress in work- 
ing out a framework for a po- 


Bradfoid have signed the For- 
tuguese striker Edmho from Vi- 
toria Guimaraes for £250,000. 



casual air 


Cricket i the vote his way. 

mark BALDWIN ' Davis, meanwhile, is afar ba- 

|r^“^ ncanil i \ ter bowler than he was when h 

reports from Wanganui v toured England back in 1994 

\ and took 1 for.93 in 21 ovctsm 
E ngland are heading for their Trent Bridge, a game which r«x 
first defeat in New Zealana, m a i ns his only Test, 
after a lacklustre display against'. The ball which claimed N%g- 

New Zealand A on the second \ er Hussain, a rapid lifter from 
day here yesterday, \ just short of a length, was as 

The timing of this game has \dose to being unplayable as 
not helped England, with just makes no difference. 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Wanganui 


one travel day in between the tor- 
ture of the final afternoon of the 
Auckland Test and the start of 
this four-dayer. A sporty ptob for 
much of the first two days has 
also proved a disincentive. 

So much for the excuses, the 
facts are that England are now 
261 runs behind New Zealand’s 
second team after being bowled 
out for a tour-low 107 and then 
bowling indifferently them- 
selves as the Kiwi side reached 
187 for 4 in their second innings. 

The decision to play all five of 
the players who did not play at 
Auckland bas given Englan d a 
weakened side, with the presence 
of only four front-line batsmen 
putting them at a disadvantage 
on a lively pitch that finally set- 
tled down yesterday afternoon. 

England’s players seemed lo 
lose some of their enthusiasm 
for the fray as if they were 
going through the motions be- 
fore nett week’s Tfest and then 
the Christchurch Test which 
immediately follows iL 

Tempera were even shorten- 
ing towards the end of the day, 
especially when several appeals 
were turned down. 

Their lack of interest seemed 
to increase the moment that 
Geoff Allott and Heath Davis 
emerged to bowl with as much, 
if not more, hostility than on the 
first evening and any hopes of 
a first-innings lead soon dis- 


Hussain was fifth dui, taken 
at third slip off tbe shoulder erf 
the bat, and soon England wens 
57 for 7 with Croft edging Doris 
to’ third slip and Jack Russell , 
fending off another nasty de- 
livery to gully. 1 

Davis bad taken three wickets ■ 
in 12$alls and when he rested , 
his overall figures were an im- 
pressive 4 for 22from 14 overs. 
His psptnerip destruction, the 
25-yeaf-oId Alton, finishedwith 
4 for 44 when heended Ronnie 
Irani’s rcsistarice. s v ; 

. Whed New Zealand A re- 
sumed with a Iead af'74 their 
opener Craig Speannan also did 
his Test chances na harm, hit- 
ting an attractive 47 before^ 
Irani had hxn taken atslip. Irani' 
was the oM England player to 
emerge from die day with cred- 
it, followinghis gutsyinnings of 
40 with a speljof medium pace 
which showed that he is still 
capable of fighting back from, 
what has beeh a personally 
deflating tour. 

John Emburey, the England 
assistant coach, looked on the 
bright side of a disappointing 
day. “It’s more important in 
these games for the players on 
the fringe of the Test team - like 
Chris Sflrerwood, Robert Croft 
and Ronnie Irani; to gel the op- 
portunities of cricket in case 
they are selected for the next 
Test,” he saidT: - ^ 

“It has not been ideal having 


appeared as the pair bowled ex- “It has not been ideal having 

plosively when England to start this gameafter just one 
resumed on 30 for 3. day off following the first Test 

Both harbour ambitions of but we agreed to this itinerniy 


making the second Test in 
Wellington, and the variation 
offered by Allott's bustling 
left-armers might just swing 


so we just have to get on with 
iL” 

Graveney back in running for 
England job, page 29 


WANGANUI SCOREBOARD 

J* 00 *! 


NEWSUANttt 


Central 
London to 
the centre 
of Paris or 
Brussels. 


How many times have you arrived at the 
airport to find your Journey isn’t over? . - 
You're miles from the centre of town and 
you have to wait ages for a taxi. . 

When you travel by Eurostar, you arrive in 
the heart of Paris or Brussels which, after 
all. Is exactly where you want to get to* 



0345 303030 

or see an appointed travel agent or railufaf stotion. 
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F or years after nay marriage ended, '• 
MKffiftirafl. pfletetoded fo'tnvyttiy * 
freedom; secretly thev amused 
themselves with the challenge of finding me a 
second wife. On my visits to Tbronto they 
connived like teenagers. Lunches, family 
parties, faculty dinners - everv event a 
potential romantic minefield, with Maurice 
planting the bombshells. Maurice would make 
the introductions and then scram. I was 
accustomed to his refrain: "Now Jakob, I know 
this woman.-" and remained unmoved. 

But sometimes the world disrobes, slips its 
dress off a shoulder, stops time for a beat If we 
look up at that moment, it's not due to any ability 
of ours to pierce the darkness, it's the world's 
brief bestawaL The catastrophe of grace. 

I had been visiting Tbronto part of every 
year for over 18 years before she walked into 
Maurice and IrenarS kitchen- 
I dont know what to look at first. Her light- 
brown hair or her dark-brown eyes or her 
small hand disappearing into the shoulder of 
ljetfdress to adjusts strap. 

- "tyj^phaela is ah administrator at the 
moslum/ says Maurice as he makes his exit. 

Htysrindis a palace. She menra" through 
histoitytyiih~the fluency of a spirit, mourns the 
burning of the Vibnuy at Alexandria as if it 
happened yesterday. She discusses the 
influence of trade routes on European 
utrchitecture; while still noticing the pattern of 
Wight across a table.... 

There's no one left in the kitchen. All 
around us are glasses and small towers of dirty 
dishes. The noise of the party-in the other 
room. Michaela's hips lean against the 
kitchen counter. Voluptuous scholar. 

Michaels has only recently inec Irena. She's 
asking after her. 

I find myself telling Michaela a story that's a 
dozen years old, the stpry of Tbmas's birth, 
about my experience of his souL 
"When Tbmas was born, he wasveiy 
premature. He weighed less than three 
pounds — 

T had put on a gown, scrubbed my bands 
and arms to the elbows, and Irena led me in to 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 

The Independents reviewer summed up Fugitive Pieces 
by Anne Michaels thus: ‘I can’t imagine a better novel 
being published this year.’ Here is an extract from this 
luminous first novel 


see him. I saw what I can only call a soul for 
it was not yet a sel£ caught in that almost 
transparent body.! have never before been so 
close to such palpable evidence of the spirit, 
so close to the utmost invisible mussel-man 
- whose eyes in the photos show the faint stain 
of a soul- Without breath the evidence would 
vanish instantly. Tbmas in his dear plastic 
womb, barely biggerthan a hand. 

- Michaela has been looking down at the 
floor. Her hair, glossy and heavy and parted 
on the side, covers her face. Now she looks 
up. Suddenly Fm embarrassed at having 
■ spoken so much. Then she stys: "1 don’t know 
what the soul is. But I imagine that somehow 
our bodies surround what has always been." 

. Standing together on the winter sidewalk, in 
the white darkness! I know even less than 
lamplight in a window, which knows how to 
pour itseff into the street and arouse the 
longing of one who waits. 

Her hair and hat circle heir quiet face. She's 
young. ' There- are twenty-five years between 
us. Looking at her I feel such pure regret, 
such clean sadness, it's almost like joy. Her 
hat, the snow, remind me of Akhmatova's 
poem where, in two lines, the poet shakes her 
fists then closes her hands in prayer "You’re 
many years latejhbw happy I am to see you/ 

The winter street is a salt cave. The snow 
has stopped fallingand it's verycold The 
cold is spectacular, 1 penetrating. The street has 
been silenced, a theatre of whlteness/drifts 



like frozen waves. Crystals glisten under the 
streetlights. She points out her unpractical 
boots, "party shoes," and then I feel her small 
leather glove around my arm. 

Michaela lives above a bank. Her flat is a 
monastic cell of a sensuous order JVe entered 
an old world; the specifications of a dream. 


Magazines - Nature, Archaeology, The 
Conservator - and piles of books - novels, an 
history, children's stones - teeter on the floor 
next to the couch. Shoes left in the middle of 
the room; a shawl flung on the table. The 
clutter of hibernation. Jumbled rooms breathe 
dimly in the shallow light. The dark autumn 
fabrics, the rugs and heavy furniture, a wall of 
small framed photographs, a child's lamp in the 
shape of a horse - all seem in defiance of the 
strict world of accounting in the bank below. 

Fm a thief who has climbed in through a 
window only to find himself struck frozen by a 
feeling of homecoming. The impossibility of 
it: the luck. I wait for Michaela to return with 
•tea. I feel the malaise of the warm room, the 
peace of the immaculate snowfall. Michaelas 
crammed rooms have cast a spell. I'm already 
painted into the Rembrandt dimness. 

She comes back, carrying a tray to the low 
living-room table; a silver pot, glasses edged in 
silver. Her shoes off. now wearing thick socks, 
she looks even younger. Now I see in 
Michaelas face the goodness of Beatrice de 
Luna, the Marrano angel of Ferrara, who 
reclaimed her faith and gave refuge to other 
exiles of the Inquisition. — In Michaela’s face, 
the loyalty of generations, perhaps the 
devotion of a hundred Kievan women for a 
hundred faithful husbands, countless evenings 
in close rooms under the sheets, discussing 
family problems; a thousand intimacies, 
dreams of foreign lands, first nights of love, 
nights of love after long years of marriage. In 
Michaela's eyes, ten generations of history, in 
her hair the scents of fields and pines, her cold, 
smooth arms carrying water from springs-.. 

Tea'/ she asks, pushing newspapers onto 
the rug, clearing a place. 

From the book Fugitiw Pieces by Anne 
Michaels published by Bloomsbury this week at 
£1539. Call Exel Cash Sales on 01634 297123 
to order your copy. Free p&p to UK mainland . 
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The 1997 Olympian Games 



Monopoly meets Star Wars: Advance to Tatooine, if you pass Go, collect 200 credits Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


William Hartston found 
plenty to play with at 
the International Toy & 
Hobby Fair at Olympia 


L ast Christmas may still linger in 
the memory, but it is already too 
late for any games and toy 
inventors who have not ye I 
perfected their products for Christmas 
1997. The British International Toy & 
Hobby fair has just finished at Olympia, 
where retailers meet inventors and 
manufacturers, and plans are set for 
filling up toy-shop shelf space for next 
winter. 

A recent survey hy NPD Eurotoys 
Consumer Pane! 'reveals some interesting 
facts about our toy-buying habits: 

The total value of the Traditional Toy 
market in Britain in the first nine months 
of 3996 was £662m tup 6 per cent on the 
previous year). 

51.6 per cent of all toys were bought as 
Christmas presents. 

78 per cent of all toys (and SS per cent 
of all dolls) are bought by women. 

68.8 per cent of toys afe bought for the 
purchaser's own child or grandchild. 

For every £1 spent on daughters, £1.21 
is spent on sons. 

Children aged 4-5 have the most spent 
on them. 

The average amount of money spent 
on a single toy was £6.91. 

Furthermore, according to the 
government’s family expenditure survey. 
The average UK family spent £1.41 a 
week on toys, games and hobbies in 1993, 
with the Welsh spending 50 per cent 
more than the national average. 

Beneath those statistics lurks a hugely 
creative industry and massive marketing 
expertise. With 420 exhibitors at 
Olympia, it is far from easy to give an 
overview of the exhibition as a whole, but 
there seemed to be a strong emphasis on 
extending established concepts into new 
dimensions. 

That has happened most literally in the 
world of the jigsaw, with a number of 
companies producing highly attractive 
three-dimensional jigsaw puzzles. 
“Puzz3D" from Waddingtons won the 
"Most Innovative Toy of the Year” award 
with its range of jigsaw scale models of 
famous buddings, including the Taj 
Mahal, Notre Dame Cathedral, the Eiffel 
Tower and a 4ft-tall Big Ben. Prices range 
from £14.99 to £40 and they may take 


from eight to 40 hours to put together 
between 225 and 1500 pieces. (Available 
in the shops from March.) 

If you want something perhaps even 
more attractive that takes up less space, 
look out for “Sculpture Puzzles" from 
The Really Useful Games Co. These are 
essentially sculptures cut into thin slices 
that can be reassembled on a central 
spike. There's a cheat sheet if you just 
want to make the sculpture - or you can 
make it still more difficult by breaking up 
the individual slices into mini-jigsaws of 
their own. Look out for the Venus de Milo 
and Rodins The Kiss which will appear in 
the shops later this month. 

Another noticeable trend was the 
tendency to jazz up traditional games, 
though sometimes this is little more than 
repackaging for specific marketing 
purposes. Does “Monopoly” - stiff the 
top money-earner in the games and 
puzzles market - really profit by linking 
itself to the Star Wars anniversary 
celebrations'? Do we really need Darth 


Vader instead of an old boot, and 
Dagobah Swamp where Old Kent Road 
used to be? (Still, it looks jolly good value 
at only 40 credits.) Beneath all the SF 
gibbering, however, its still the game we 
know* and love. 

That other old favourite, Scrabble, has 
spawned some more original offshoots. 
Head to Head Scrabble from Spears is a 
nice way of combining the dice from 
Boggle with the anagram-forming and 
scoring ideas of Scrabble in a two-person 
game. Seven dice with letters on all their 
faces are shunted to and fro across a 
track, automatically shuffling themselves 
as they go. Score more points and push 
the rack nearer your opponent; reach the 
end and you've won the game. For real 
Scrabble addicts, there are Scrabble 
Cards and a new Travel Scrabble Deluxe 
for those who cannot bear a train journey 
without their favourite game. 

Another Scrabble derivative is 
Nurable from Positive Games Ltd. This 
is one of those brilliant ideas that’s so 


simple you wonder why nobody thought 
of it before. It's also one of those rare 
games with genuine educative value that 
parents can play with their children. Put 
simply, it’s Scrabble with numbers and 
mathematical symbols, +, -, x, + and =, 
instead of letters on the tiles. The 
objective is to make, in the usual 
crossword format, sums with correct 
answers. (On sale now at selected 
outlets in Norfolk; shortly to be 
generally available. Price around £14.95) 
Finally there are the board games. You 
can pretend you’re at the Olympics with 
■‘Games” from Worldwide Games, 
(simulated track and field events on an 
attractive board, with general sporting 
knowledge questions thrown in), or 
conduct a court case with “Libel” (the 
Really Useful Games Co). But the one to 
look out for is Snap Election (from 
Prowler Productions). With Sleaze cards 
and Banana Skins, this is just the thing 
for the present feverish political climate. 
More on this game shortly. 


Pick of the rest of the new games 


Jigsaws: 

Look out for the “Eye-Popping 
Portable Picture Puzzle", one of 'the 
developments from the “Where's Wally” 
books in which pan of the puzzle is to 
find the single image, withing a hugely 
complex scene, of a single Willy figure. 
This circular puzzle with originally 
shaped pieces is good value al £9.99 and 
makes a change from conventional 
jigsaws. There's also a Magical Wally 
Wand for £4.99 a splendidly time-wasting 
plastic stick with myriad shapes slugging 
around in a viscous liquid, but only one 
with a picture of Wally on it. Find it. 
shake it up. and lose it again. 

For conventional jigsaws, 
Ravensburger offer everything Disney's 
Lion King in 40-piece to Bruegel's Tower 
of Babel in 9flflfl. 


Two- player strategy games: 

There is a trend away from complex 
strategy games - which never quite seem 
to establish themselves well enough to 
challenge chess, bridge and backgammon 
- towards small-scale games that are over 
in a few minutes. David Westnedge Ltd 
offer an interesting range of well- 
produced games, including Quixo - a 
noughts-and-crosses game with a 
difference. Quarto, an infuriating strategy 
game on a 4-by-4 board. Quads, a 
perplexing pattern-making game and 
Pylos a game of pyramid-building with 
black and white spheres (All these are 
produced by the French company 
Gigantic.) 

All these games seem to be at just that 
level of difficulty at which the human 
kind cannot quite cope. 


Magic: 

The new range of tricks from Marvin's 
Magic proudly claim to be the “first and 
only sets ever to be officially 
recommended by the world famous 
Magic Circle”. And you have to promise, 
when buying them, that you’ll never, 
under pain of excommunication from the 
Magic Circle, reveal to anyone how the 
tricks are done. From simple packs of 
doctored playing cards to huge 
compendiums of 250 tricks, the range 
offers something for all levels of expertise 
and expenditure. Look out for “Marvin's 
Magic Shop" a box of tricks in which the 
packaging itself transforms into a Magic 
Cabinet. A word of caution, however, 
before you decide to bemuse your family: 
some of the tricks need hours of practice 
for a reaily slick performance. 


Word games: 

Since the highly success of "Articulate” 
a few years ago, we have seen several 
games that seemed designed for 
hyperactive and generally inebriated PR 
people to shout words at each other and 
score points. If you like that sort of think, 
you’ll enjoy “Thlink" ("The game of 
thinking by linking by lateral thinking”) 
from Really Useful Games, where you 
have to form concepts such as film or 
song titles from a set of cards with 
pictures on them that really have nothing 
to do with the concept at all. A good 
game if you like shouting and arguing 
about the rules. “Of course a picture of a 
lion is 'Brief Encounter' - how jong do 
you think an encounter with a lion would 
last?” Personally, I think Fll stick to 
Scrabble. 


Games people play 

Pandora Melly learns about sex and Socrates 


Michael Kaye, 60. chairman of 
M&CS»atchJ 

I used to relax by doing old maths 
papers. I got in to Cambridge to 
read classics, which was much 
easier than mathematics; now 1 do 
the brain-teasers in Another 
Newspaper. I used to find them 
too difficult when I was 23, but at 
35 1 grew cleverer - or they grew 
easier. I like it because it is a 
solitary pleasure. You don't have 
to play with people who might not 
be as intelligent as yourself - you 
can see why it annoys the rest of 
my family. 

They hide the supplement 
before I've looked at it, which 
puts me in a horrible mood for 
the whole weekend. A good 
Sunday is when I’ve finished the 
bloody thing before I come 
downstairs. My wife says we have 
all suffered this for 20 years. 

Most of the puzzles a re 
mathematical. Last week's was a 
straightforward letters-for-digits 
substitution. I can’t even 
remember the weekend before. 
Something about a husband of 95 


and a wife of S5. which 1 regard as 
a bad answer. It's not very' 
realistic, is it? ''Punctuation to be 
ignored." us you might say in 
crossword parlance. 

My wife gels cross because she 
thinks 1 do it to shut out the nst 
of humanity. I suppose my 
interest in such things is an 
adherence to the Socratic 
principle which maintains that the 
nice thing about growing old is 
that you can concentrate on 
thinking instead of being 
distracted by thoughts about sex. 
Socrates also said that death will 
be the best night's sleep you'll 
ever have. 

I think it's a well-established 
theory that people who regularly 
exercise their brains don't go 
quite so gaga, and they seem to 
live longer.Bridgc works well: my 
old Ma went on playing bridge 
until she was 90, which I think can 
be taken as reasonable proof. 

Perplexity and the Crossword arc 
available at the foot of this page. 
Plato 's ‘ Republic ' is available in the 
Penguin Classics series at £150. 


Don’t junk it . . . use it 

How to form a Platonic relationship with soap 


Plato thought that the universe 
was kept in its state of motion by 
the “spindle of necessity”. Here is 
how to rum a thick spindle, or 
left-over pieces of dawdling, into 
a soap dish that allows proper 
draining. All you need is 
dowelling. string, a hand-drill and 
a philosophical attitude. 



Take four pieces of dowelling. 
or any other tubular bits of wood 
that may be lying around. You'll 
need sections of minimum length 
1 l-12cm for a single bar of soap. 

Pick a drill bit close to the 
diameter of the string you are 
going to use. DrilU hole through. . 
each end of all the pieces. 



Take two pieces of string, and 
thread them through the holes. If 


you want the completed object to 
last, you should use nylon or 
polyester - or plastic-coated siring 
to keep it waterproof and rot 
proof. 

Tie stopper knots on both sides 
of the hole. 1 always use a figure- 
of-eight knot. This has two great 
advantages: first, 1 can remember 
how to tie it; secondly, I can also 
remember what it is called. 

Thread the next dowel on to 
the string, push it right up to the 
knot and tie another stopper knot 
to hold it in place. 



To complete, the wood may be 
stained and varnished. For the 
utmost durability, yacht varnish is 
to be recommended. The 
completed object is a water- 
resistant, self-draining , soap raft - 
though (unlessyou use balsa 
wood), nof. buoyant enough to 
keep soap afloat in the bath. 

Oh, and I almost forgot one 
extremely important piece of 
advice: while making this soap- 
dish, you should make sure that at 
least one sturdy piece of 
dowelling is left over at the end 
and stored in a safe place. You 
will be needing it next week when 
we shall be making a portable 
toilet-roll holder from a metal 
coat-hanger. 

Bawn 0*Beime-Ranelagh 


[The games page is edited by William Hartston 


Chess William Hartston 


concise crossword 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Backgammon Chris Bray 
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OwtiK aggressi\c moves 
.ire justified onh if your 
opponent h:is nmde a 
mistake. Just as a boxer 
niuM momentarily drop his 
cuard before lie throws a 
punch, unprtnoked acts 
of aggression on the 
chessboard invite 
retribution - unless they 
are themscKes the correct 
way io punish the opponent 
tor a pres unis error. 

Thai's why games 
between lop grandmasters 
• ■lien lend to he on the dull 
side. There's nothing 
exciting about correctness. 
Eien Kasparov keeps his 
aggressive intentions under 
restraint until he senses 
that his opponent has made 
a mistake. But how can you 
tell u het Iter 1 1 »ur i »ppi incut 
has done enough to justify 
your playing boldly? 

Look ;ti the diagram 
position, from Roman w- 
Raz in ayes'. Reggio Emilia. 
190,. Black has jusi played 
u ...cb. which looks' a liuic 
odd. When he has a nice 
open di-igonul from b7 h» 
f. ; lor his bishop, why block 
if.' The answer must’ be 
i hat he has other plans Tor 
the bishop. His intention is 
to exploit White's 


undeveloped K-side by 
opening lines on the other 
wing. He'll play a5, then 
exchange pawns on b4 and 
rooks on at. The bishop 
will come to ab. leaving 
White vulnerable on the 
uo-fl diagonal, the a-file 
and having a weak b-pawn. 

While, however, dearly 
thought 9,..c6 outrageous. 
So Komarov decided to 
punish Black for his 
impudence. He continued 
a5 II. g5 Nd5 
ll.Rglt? 

Was such aggression 
justifiable? Personally I'd 

never play anything as 
vulgar as l'l.g4 and I2.Rgl. 
but perhaps that's why I 
was always better at 
drawing games than 
winning them. In this game, 
it certainly turned out well. 
Black must have missed the 
idea of 15.R.\g7+! until it 
was already loo late. Had 
he seen it coming, he would 
probably have played 
1 l...NeN instead of Nd5. 
Here are the full moves: 


White: Komarov 
Black: Razuvayev 


i 

Nf3 Nfti 

(6 

Qc4KhS 

2 

c4co 

17 

Bxf6 R xfo 

3 

Nc3 Bb4 

18 

Ng5 Nd7 

4 

Qc2 n-u 

19 

Rxe6 Rg6 

5 

a3 B\c3 

20 

Qd4 N7f6 

b 

Qxe.i d5 

21 

Nf4 Nx£4 

7 

b4 iixe4 

22 

Qxf4 hxaJ 

8 

Q.\c4 bti 

23 

Qf3 Bg4 

9 

Ub2c6 

24 

Qxcb Rc8 

10 

g4 :i5 

25 

Qa4 Reg 

11 

c5 Nd5 

26 

Rxa3 B\e2 

12 

Rgl oxb4 

27 

Rc3 Rse3 

13 

Qd4 fb 

28 

Jxe3 Bxfi 

14 

gxfiiQxfa 

29 

Kxfl hh 

15 

Rxg7 Kxg' 

730 

Qd4 1-0 
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ACROSS 

I One of the apostles (5) 

4 Raised (4) 

5 Worry (7) 

9 Alcoholic drink (5) 

10 Otherwise (4) 

II Celestial (8) 

12 Nick (6.7) 

15 Eastern (S) 

17 Glide over lightly (4) 

20 Angry (5) 

21 Ola form of punish- 
ment (7) 

22 Caledonian (4) 

23 Went by car (5) 


DOWN 

1 Sunshade (7) 

2 Accurate (4) 

3 Approved formally (6- 

4 S American country (7) 

5 Scottish town (5) 

6 Sword (4) 

7 Coloured pencil (6) 

12 Irrational rear (6) 

13 Nunnery (7) 

14 Irritating (7) 

16 Biblical patriarch (5) 

18 Irish county (4) 

19 As well (4) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Brougham, 5 Styx (Broomsticks), 9 Papaw. 10 Tsari- 
na. 1 1 lnseribinc. 14 Mother-of-pearl, 16 Depredate, 20 Grown- 
up. 2 J Loo/a. 22 Duty. 23 Dynamite. DOWN: 1 Baptjgns, 2 Opposite, 
3 Gower. 4 Autobiography. 6 TUig, 7 X-ray, & Catnap, 12 Maca- 
roni. 13 Alienate. 15 Exeunt, 17 Celia, 18 Aged. 19 fort. 


Game all; dealer South 
North 
♦ A J 8 
V65 4 


0J82 
♦J 8 5 3 

West 

East 

♦4 3 2 

♦ 65 

VKQJ 

■710987 

097 

OK 105 3 

+ AQ 10 

96 *K72 

South 

♦ KQ1097 
VA3 2 
O A Q 6 4 

♦4 


This deal, from a recent pairs 
event, illustrates the big 
advantage that the “bashers” 
have over the sdentists: the 
opponents are left in the dark. 
South opened 1 ♦ , West 
overcalled with 2+ and North 
raised to 24. After East had 
passed. South could have 
suggested game in a variety of 
ways according to agreement 3 <7 
- “I need help in this suit”; 30- 
“This is my second suit how do 
you rate your hand'?”; or 3 * - a 
short suit trial. In real life. South 
adopted what is known in the 
trade as the “Landy game-try” 

Perplexity 

“I fail to understand.” said the 
professor, “this business about 
getting children to eat vegetables 
- 1 mean it' s all a question of 
nutritional values. Just impress 
upon them that BEANS plus 
POTATO equals SPROUT, and 
there'll be no trouble.” 

If every letter in the professor's 
vegetables represents a different 
digit from 0 to 9. what is the 
value of SPROUT? 


(Sandra Landy was an aggressive 
but highly successful player) - he 
bid 44 and tried to make iL 

Prospects were grim when 
West led the and dummy 
appeared. East signalled dutifully 
with his ten and declarer ducked. 
He won the heart continuation 
and, as there was really no 
genuine way to succeed, decided 
to put his opponents in and see if 
they could find a way to go 
wrong. It was West who had to 
win and, although a peaceful 
switch to trumps might seem 
automatic, decided to switch to 
the 0 9. Do you see what I mean 
about giving them the chance to 
go wrong? 

The diamond switch went to 
the jack, king and ace and, after 
crossing to dummy with a trump, 
declarer led 0 8. Rather 
gloomily. East covered with the 
ten and the vital seven fell under 
the queen. 

You can see the rest; declarer 
drew trumps in two more rounds, 
ending in dummy, and was able 
to lead 0 2 for a successful 
finesse of the four against East’s 
five, it was hardly surprising that 
the game in spades was not made 
at many tables. 


The first correct answer opened 
on 12 February will win a copy of 
the new Chambers 21st Century 
Dictionary. Answers to: 
Perplexity, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 

18 February answers: 

Chris Evans (crave shins); Kenny 
Dalglish (lanky shingled): Slobodan 
Milosevic (colossal mid-bovine ). 
Winner: Catherine Fcamhead. 



This was problem 3 in the Christmas quiz. Black to 
play 3-3. Should he play: (a) 7/1(2)* (b) 14/5, 10/7 
(c) 5/2(2)*, 4/1(2)* (d)l4/2* . 

This is a difficult one. Black's plan is to escape the 
back man while extending his own 5-point prime to a 
full 6-poini prime. The firat part of the plan is more 
important. Note that the doubling cube is with White 
- which means that Black cannot win the game by 
doubling White ouL White is in it to the end, 
whatever happens. When you have already doubled it 
is normally correct to be slightly more aggressive 
than usual to compensate for the lack of the cube. 
This position is no exception. So we can eliminate 
play (b) which picks up both of Black’s loose blots, 
but does little else to make progress. 

One of the hitting plays is indicated, but which 
one? Play (d) is the pure play, keeping the 5-point 
prime and trying to extend it to the full 6-point 
prime. Ifs fine when it works, but when White hits 
the blot on the 2-point things can go wrong quickly. 
White’s 5- point board is enough to make this play too 
risky. Play (a) is immediately safe (other than White 
entering with a double-2). However, if White enters 
and anchors with a 2 then Black still has a lot of work 
to do lq win the game. It’s good, hut not the best. 

This brings us to the apparently anti-positional 
play (c). This gives up the prime but has the huge 
advantage of putting two men on the bar, giving 
Black the precious time he needs to escape his back 
man. The other advantage of this play which is not 
immediately obvious is that Black will win many 
more gammons than with the other plays. These two 
factors combine to make this the best play by quite a 
long way. This is confirmed both by manual roU-ouls 
and the roll-out feature of Jellyfish, the world's best 
backgammon program. 
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G aiyl Phillips is a sonl in 
transit He seems to exist 
in a state of chronic flight 
and restless travel. He 
spent Christmas cruising 
the Caribbean research- 
ing locations for his next 
book, Atlantic Sound , about the 18th- 
century slave trade. Earlier, he was in 
Singapore chairing something for the 
- British Council He talks with animation 
about his recent trip to the Amazon with 
the poet Glyn Maxwell He flew m from 
New York to Holland last week, to see his 
Dutch publishers, and landed in London 
(Hi Monday, to perforin the publicity 
dance routine' for his- new novel The 
Nature of Blood . 

Becalmed briefly in the bar at the 
Russell Hotel, round the comer from his 
publishers, Fhber «fe Fhber, he extends a 
languid hand to his glass of indifferent 
Cdtes de Roussillon. He is a very coo] 
operator, dramatically- dressed from 
collar to foe in layers of- dark blackrifr 
there is such athmg-Hisshirtc»llarisbut- 
toneri to foe heck' but tieless in the best 
Verisafce sfyle. His hair is cropped Eke a 
bounceris, and he has long abandoned the 
professorial specs be once wore. Now that 
he is a professor-of English and Creative 
Writing at Amherst College, Massachu- 
ssetts - he looks like a model fbrTaul 
Smith tailoring. It is no wonder he has an 
awesome reputation as a boudoir 
swordsman. The only false note is struck 
by his accent, which remains flatly and 
defiantly stuck in Yorkshire, in all its 
Geoffrey Boycott splendour. 

All his whizzing around the globe is 
quite appropriate for a writer whose big 
themes are displacement, diaspora, the 
quality of being a stranger, the unfamil- 
-iarity of the concept of home. Although 
his writing career began in the millpond 
of naturalism, with The Final Passage 
(1985), an autobiographical account of ms 
parents’ emigration from the West Indes 
to England in the late Fifties, he gradu- 
ally outgrew the image of the bookish 
immigrant and became instead the song- 
master of the diaspora. With Cambridge 
(1991) he delved into the past and filled 
it with voices: principally those of a spin- 
sterish Victorian governess travelling to 
a Caribbean plantation, and of Cam- 
bridge, the slave who becomes an Eng- 
lish gentleman before reverting to slav- 
ery at the hands of Fate, pirates and 
history. It was a dazzling act of historical 
reclamation, trumped bjr Crossing the 
River (1993), an epic lament for the- chil- 
dren of slavery, which crosses continents 
and generations to tell how the lost 
blacks turned up in obscure corners of 
Western history over two centuries. The 
quality of the writing - the haunted, float- 
ing voices from an unknown oral history 
- carried it on to the Booker shortlist. 
Now comes The Nature of . Blood, in 
which PhilEps forsakes his chosen terri- 
tory of black deracination, and chooses 
insteadto write about the Jews. 

"Yfeah, I know, writing fiction about the 
Holocaust is a minefield," he saitl “not 
because I happen not to be Jewish, but 
because of the subject itself. Cynthia 
Ozick wrote a marvellous essay saying 


there are so many revisionist historians 
around -so maity aiseholes-damring the 
Holocaust was a fiction, that to write fic- 
tion about it is playing into their hands." 

But why was he taking on the subject 
at all? What was he doing writing about 
deatb camps and gas chambers? He 
smil ed at such PC fastidiousness. “I get 
a lot of those questions from audiences 
in Canada and America. But I just don't 
believe in whet the Americans call 
‘cultural appropriation’. My response to 
it is rather aloof and snotty. I just say, 
Where do we stop? Do we tell Thomas 
Hardy he . shouldn’t write about Tfess 
because he’s a bloke? Or tell William 
Styron heshouldn’t write The Confessions 
of Nat Hamer because he isn’t a slave?" 

The Nature of Blood is boundto pro- 
voke raised eyebrows, raised hackles and 
a lot of bewilderment. It tells, in parallel 
and criss-crossing narratives, the stories of 
Eva, a young Jewish girl in an unnamed 
European country, as the noose of Nazi 
threat gradually tightens round her every 
day; of the Jews of 15th-century Porto- 
buffole, near Venice, an apparently assim- 
ilated community of races where the dfe- ' 
appearance of a young boy is barbaricatty 
punished behind a veneer of logic, legal- 
ity and common propriety; of the great 
Othello, Shakespeare’s black Moorish 
soldier who commands the Venetian army 
and courts the lovely Desdemona; of a 
straggle of Zionist Europeans camped 
under British arms in Cyprus, dreaming 
of Palestine; and .of other, uninte grated 
voices. Phillips's intention is clear enough 
- to suggest links between the barbarities 


the woman. She’d grown up feeling an 
outsider, feeling valueless, and had to 
'make a self-denning journey across the 
Caribbean in order to find herself. Well, 
that was my life. It just happened that I 
was able to see those elements in the life 
of a 30-year-old white middle-class spin- 
ster". And the correspondences hadn't 
occurred to him while he was writing the 
book? “Fd no idea,” he said, disingenu- 
ously. “Fm never conscious of what I'm 
doing when Fm writing. I just focus on 
getting the language and the characteri- 
sation right.” 


Tm interested in how people 
respond to historical events. And 
what enables them to survive' 


of different eras - but there's a perfunc- 
tory quality about the Ewo-Jewish sec- 
tions, and a wildly expressionistic treat- 
ment of the final horrors of the camps that 
seems, an iU-judged Eterary exercise. 
Phillips hims elf talks a lot about “thematic 
structures" and “character bridges" but 
concedes: “If s all about how somebody 
wakes up one morning to find their world 
has been turned completely upside down, 
for reasons that are out of their control 
Fin interested in how people respond to 
historical events - whether ifs to dowith 
religion or political instability or economic 
migration - that arrive to screw them up. 
And what enables them to survive.” 

For. an accomplished writer, Phillips 
can seem oddly naive about the motiva- 
tion behind his writing. He claims that the 
Victorian, spinster in Cambridge, for 
instance, the voice of the sceptical Eng- 
lish establishment inspecting an outpost 
of empire, apparently changed her whole 
egsflnrp. in hindsig ht. “I couldn’t tell at the 
time why this woman’s voice started tak- 
ing over the novel, n Phillips said. “It was 
only a year later that I realised. When 1 
was writing it, I was 30, the same age as 


PhiUips’s identification with his char- 
acters suggests a vastly solipristic nature. 
As you talk to this guarded, proud, stub- 
bornly self-made and self-motivating 
man (you can see how it was that 
Michael Grade could hand over £2. 7m 
to him to co-produce a TV film of The 
Final Passage, and how Peter Hall could 
have been persuaded to direct it), it 
seems, for a moment, quite in order that 
he should put large historical concerns 
at the service of his own personal obses- 
sions. Take the genesis of The Nature of 
Blood: “Fm perfectly conscious of what 
my relationship with the Holocaust is,” 
said PhEEps. “It was the first story I 
wrote, at 14 or 15. 1 came home from 
school one day and watched The World 
at War on television. The series had just 
reached the concentration camps, and 
I can remember being terribly shocked 
- and I also remember the clean impulse 
to write a story. I wrote about a Uttle 
Dutch boy, who couldn’t understand 
why his parents made him wear a yel- 
low star, when he felt he was the same 
as other kids. Then he and his parents 
are rounded up in cattle trucks, they’re 


on their way to the camp, and the boy 
jumps out banging his head as he foils. 

1 He lies thefei unconscious, bleeding' to ' 
death - but the sun catches the yellow 
star on his shirt, a fanner sees the reflec- 
tion and comes and saves him. So para- 
doxically, he’s saved by the very thing 
that makes him a victim. 

“Well the impulse behind that is, of 
course, that I was the kid - the kid at 
school who felt different, the only black 
kid in the class, with that horror that you 
could be ostracised just like that One day, 
you’re playing football with friends, the 
next day, something would happen and 
you'd be shunned. Or people would tell 
racist jokes and you couldn't understand 
how exactly to orientate yourself. I felt an 
affinity to this horror -not the larger one 
of the gas chambers, obviously, but the 
smaller horror of what it'd be like for the 
kid to feel the rug pulled from beneath 
his feel" 

Phillips was bom on St Kitts in the 
Caribbean in 1958. When he was four 
months old, his parents emigrated to Eng- 
land, part of the mass recruiting of West 
Indians as British citizens to help allevi- 
ate the post-war labour shortage. The 
family fetched up in Leeds, and the 
young PhilEps set about turning into a 
working-class Northern kid. 

“It was a horrible white working-class 
council estate," he recalls, “and we were 
the only black family on it Basically, you 
learned to do two things - fight and rua 
The first thing people did to you at school 
was to come up and say, ‘Oi you, nigger’, 
and if you didn’t whack them in the face, 
you were fucked. It sounds very crude, but 
you just had to.” 

This induction into Hard Knocks Col- 
lege was accompanied by a gradual recog- 
nition that the canon of available Etera- 
ture didn't seem to have much to do with 
him. “I used to buy books that told me 
about me, so I'd read John Braine and 
David Storey. It was only when I was older 
that I realised 1 wasn't only a northern 
working-class kid, I was a black northern 
working-class IddL I had to look for books 
that would tell me about the other side 
of me that wasn't satisfied by reading 


Room at the Top." He turned, by neces- 
sity, to American Eterature and the thriv- 
ing black radical tradition of James Bald- 
win, Ralph (, Invisible Man) Ellison and 
Richard {Native Son ) Wright. The expe- 
rience of poor Stateside blacks in New 
York and the bigoted South had little rel- 
evance for the Leeds scholar, but as 
PhilEps eloquently puts it: “You saw 
yourself in the prism of what you could 
find. I knew there was going to have to 
be a new literature, a synthesis of being 
black and being British.'’ 


S o he proceeded to supply it. In 
barely three years, he pro- 
duced three novels, a brace of 
plays and a slightly paranoid 
study of Continental racism 
entitled The European Tribe. This burst 
of energy left him, however, with an 
emptiness that prompted a long-delayed 
search for a home. 

“There's a point at which you have to 
decide why you’re writing. For certain 
writers, ambition takes you a certain 
way, through your first couple of books, 
and then it becomes just the thing you 
do. I felr I had a bee in my bonnet about 
something. I had to find out what my 
subject was." To this end, he decided to 
leave the glamorous metropolis at the 
height of his fame, and embrace his 
island background. “It was the time to 
spend some time in the Caribbean, try- 
ing to figure out what the hell I was 
doing. I felt I’d been writing out of an 
energy pack that was all ambition and 
cunningly-disguised autobiography." 

The St Kitts bigwigs were proud to have 
their home-grown pubEshed novelist 
back in town; everyone else left him alone 
with his dearly absurd delusions of gcaius. 
“I was regarded with great detachment.” 
he said. “It was a little different from the 
Groucho Gub...” 

From it emerged Cambridge and all 
that followed - a trilogy of works pas- 
sionately (but so detachedly passionate) 
looking for links between Africa, the old 
world of Europe and the new world of the 
Americas, and inventing voices that make 
these voyages the reader's own. “Yeah of 


course there’s a continuity between the 
three books,” says Phillips. “They're all 
to do with journeys. It's the way my life 
has been for the last fiveyears-but it also 
reflects the nature of my concerns." 

Hardly drawing breath from arguing 
with the Jewish lobby over The Nature of 
Blood, Phillips is also about to publish 
Extravoijoni Strangers . an anthology of 
pieces by British authors bom outside the 
UK. It’s been called A Literature of 
Belonging (a subtitle to wrench the heart- 
strings) because of its implicit search by 
writers to find a home, or at least a cul- 
tural accommodation, with the United 
Kingdom, just as Phillips's parents did in 
1958: just as he himself docs with his 
books. “I've never had a problem about 
'joining in' with English literature, once 
I perceived that Eng Lit has a strong tra- 
dition of being reinvigorated by out- 
siders," he says. So did he mind being 
thought a “post-colonial” writer, a black 
writer, a Caribbean writer, an English 
writer? Which? 

“As a writer you can't do a damn thing 
about the categories people put you in. 
Do I look for VS Naipaul under ‘Colo- 
nial Literature’? Do I look for Salman 
Rushdie under ‘Indian and Pakistani 
Literature'? I don’t know, and I don't 
bother." As an academic, ifs beyond 
question that writing in English in the last 
20 years had been massively influenced 
by what they call “the margins" - the old 
colonies, the Commonwealth, the 
Empire, India, Australia. But when you 
look at people like Michael Ondaatje/thc 
Dutch / Sri Lankan extraction author of 
The English Patient , or Peter Carey, the 
Australian author of Oscar and Lucinda, 
or Derek Walcott, the St Lucian Nobel 
poet, they' don't live in the margins any 
more. They live in the centre now. 
Ondaatje in Toronto. Carey and Walcott 
in New York. 

“Ifs not that the centre has co-opted 
the margins. It’s that the margins have 
made it to the centre.” With that, the 
voice of the marginal, the dispossessed 
and the home-forlorn seized his black 
coat and set off on his restless travels 
once more. 
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The election approaches 
and with it three slim 
volumes from Penguin, 
each espousing the cause 
of the major parties. Tb 
bepuMehedon 17 
RdJniaiy, Why line 
Labour? ditto • 
Conservative and ditto 
lib Dem. they aE have the 
backing of the party 
leaders, Iopened ray 
advance copies with a 
frisson of anticipation as to 
how the cultural policies of 
the partieswould differ. 

My fast evenings spent 
curled up in bed with David 
WH2ens MPnnd the 
Conservative case. I waded 
throu^i such predictable 


chapter headings as “The Free 
Market”, “Schools: Choice or 
Uniformity” and the artDy 
inverted “Order and Law”. 
But of ait itself, no mention. 
Typically 3biy, I sighed ForaB 
Mrs Bottomley's fax; words, a 
cultural cop^wt- 


Next I turned to Labour 
and Tony Wright MP, whose 
writings have been described 
by Ibny Blair as “a route 
• map for New Labour”. A 
section on Civic Virion" 
must surely include a cultural 
vision. But Mr Wright’s civic 
virion is that “this election is 
about fundamentals. Horn 
health to welfare, jobs to. 
education, crime to the 
constitution.” The artistic 
fundamentals do not make it 
into the 111-page statement 
And so to the Lib Dems 

and Lord Wallace of Sahaire. 
A chapter entitled “The 
Quality of Our Society” 
causes the heart to skip a beat 
Here at last culture must rear ‘ 
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its neglected head. Well up to 
a point Lord WfrUace. He has 
a bee in his bonnet But it's 
not a bee one generally bears 
when two or more 
theatregoers are gathered 
together. He writes: “Tib 
Dems regard the piecemeal 


selling off of the historic 
buildings of the crown estate 
in Whitehall... as beyond 
reasonable justification.” 

So there it is. The actual 
manifestos are yet to come. 
But the. three intellectual 
treatises contain effectively 


nothing about the arts. Sir 
Richard Eyre, director of the 
National Theatre, opined 
recently that the parties seem 
to view the arts as a four- 
letter word. Worse, it is a 
word that has not even 
entered their vocabulary. 

Suzanne Vega, American 
chan tense, said this week 
that her new albnm Nine 
Objects of Desire had caused 
some friction between herself 
and her hnshajod, record 
producer Mitchell Room. 
Aside from his complaining, 
with reference to her 
honeymoon song, that be 
would have preferred the 
sexy songs to be about him 


and the fanny ones about 
someone else, there were also 
arguments when he 
demanded to know what 
certain of her more 
enigmatic compositions were 
actually a boat Suzanne \fega 
explains: “I mean, as my 
husband I suppose he has a 
right to knos hut as my 
producer he really doesn’t” 
Shouldn’t that be the other 
way around. 

Next Wednesday at the 
Royal Festival Hall the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra 
performs the world premiere 
of Diana Burrell’s new work 
Symphonies of Flocks, Herds 
and Shoals. Reflecting her 


passion for the sights and 
sounds of the natural world, 
the 49-year-old composer 
promises musical references 
to birdsong, the herd 
instincts of animals, and 
even “the darting 
movements of fishes”. I 
asked Diana Burrell how she 
conveys a flock of birds in 
flight in orchestral terms. 

She did not even pause for 
breath. “Flocks - music of 
brightness and clarity. Air. 
Intellect. Complex patterns. 
Wheeling. Circling. Coverina 
large distances. Fast, 
glittering sebeizo.” Perhaps 
with a touch of engine-noise 
vibrato for the sponsor - 
Land Rover. 
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Putting the 'urn' into millennium 

As The X-Files’ so relentlessly tell us, the truth is out there, banging on the door to the next century 
and pointing at the hand of God. John Lyttle takes a Manichean view of BSkyB’s latest Zeitgeist-buster 

. . .. « »_ : ~.wiiotu ■•nvimnmcnt is dark. It s old 

metaphysical serial killer smash Millennium arrived 
8 on BSkyB on a tidal wave of hard sell (so expensive 
| ITV and Sky split the cost ! and hype (so shocking it 
8 had to be transmitted at 10 o’clock) and saddled with 
8 a tag line ready to backfire: Trom the makers nf The 
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T he metaphysical serial killer smash Millennium arrived 
on BSkyB on a tidal wave of hard sell (so expensive 
ITV and Sky split the cost) and hype (so shocking it 
had to be transmitted at 10 o’clock) and saddled with 
a tag line ready to backfire: Trom the makers of The 
X-Files". So it seemed wise to let high expectations fall to earth, 
especially as the series also boasted of “pushing the TV enve- 
lope" - though if “pushing the TV envelope" means showing 
things never before seen on the box, the boast is amply fulfilled: 
bodies are microwaved, lips sewn together, corpses defecated 
upon, walls snaked in blood. Then again, one backed further 
off because BSkyB seemed to be not just inviting, but virtually 
begging for odious comparisons by scheduling producer, wun- 
derkind and cultural impresario" Chris Carters latest trawl 
through ihe shadowy recesses of the Zeitgeist directly after The 
X-Filcs. hoping not only to hold on to its predecessor’s audi- 
ence share, but also to done its offbeat, but fanatical follow- 
ing. A high-risk strategy. Reputations have been ruined that way. 

So. nearly two months on. what do we have? Well, something 
shrewd, mostly nasty. not to say morally dubious, and perhaps 
even [if the word still holds any resonance) reactionary: a truth 
thal flies in the face of The X-Files' hard-core anti-establishment 
raison d'etre, but nevertheless a truth that is “out there", albeit 
camouflaged by Chris (“I love to steal") Carter’s strategic steals 
from every coo! pop contemplation ot oh dear, “good v evil" of 
the last few years. Not to worry; what ought to play as drained 
and sirainedl instead seems triumphantly conclusive - or as con- 
clusive as the casually post-modern gets, as if all of the new show’s 
genre models were scattered pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, patiently 
waiting to he pm together so that the public could marvel at the 
larger picture: The Millennium - the year 2000 and the second 
coming of Christ, when all the saints come marching in to rout 
the Beast and end the 1 .000-year rule of Satan unbound. 

To wit: ex-FBI Frank Black (Lance Henriksen). cursed with 
the talent, and torment, of seeing ihe world through madmen's 
eyes, is a brazen replicant of Will, the ex-FBI agent of Thomas 
Harris's thriller fad Dragon, later the Michael Mann movie, A/tw- 
huntcr. The pilot episode’s gimmick of Jive burial hails from The 
I mishing. Blue I eleet. of course, lends the ear (amputated) plus 
crawling insect that adorns the second programme. The casting 
of Terry O'Quinn as sometime sidekick conjures his mass-mur- 
dering Stepfather. The kidnapping in the third show nods to The 
Silence of the Lambs, which itself took its MO from Ted Bundy 
(the first-hand borrowing in the name of verisimilitude made the 
skin crawl, so imagine how a second-hand-me-down makes even 
the must blase voyeur feel). And then there's... Se7en. 

The unlucky number behind David Fincher’s oppressive 
movie masterclass in the ways and means of Old Testament ret- 
ribution hangs out everywhere, and gets into evetyihing. It lends 
Millennium us grungy paleue - Carter quietly hired Gary Wiss- 
ner. Sc~en\ art director - is strip-mined for its atmosphere 
(guilty, jaded, eosmicaliy pained), and raided for its jittery, sub- 
Super 8 opening credits, right down to the stray, nonsensical/ 
meaningful words - W7 k> Cures?. If The X-Files are 

chiefly pulp and mood pieces, then Millennium is a stab at a 
tone-pwm - und insistently poetic. The series is encrusted in 
literary quotes, from Yeats’- yes. “the centre cannot hold" - to 
the sundry religious verses that introduce each episode: "I have 
no rc«t. for trouble comes". With success. Carter has discov- 
ered. as many have, that swank can be married to sensational- 
ism. and. moreover, that he has something to say - or. to be 
precise, lip-synch. For. above all. ScTais title is taken - and taken 
literally. As literally as fundamentalists lake the Bible. ScTcn 
referring, of course! to the statutory complement of deadly sins. 
Millennium too. in its magisterial manner, knows thal right is 
might, and v. h« » is in the wrong. Not just the killers, but those 
olhers who protest that grev is indeed the universe’s colour 
scheme, those souls - sec the misled, sacrificial cult members 
of episode three - who, in their weakness, have created the 
decayed conditions (hat grant our deepest fears flesh. . 



Not that our hero’s immediate environment is dark. It sotj 
his name that is Black - the single sulphurous wh^ of 
guity that Carter, the hip king of conspiracy. 
uncertainty, allows himself- if one discountsthe . 

riksen himself (the rich sociopath whoonce hunted humansfor 
fun in Hard Target). Otherwise, ail’s light with Blacks world, a- 
golden, heavenly light, a nimbus around the bluntly icono- 
Sic clapperboard home which, when not solving cases hy 
simply having intuitive flashes (shown, a iptly c 
Manichean black and white), he shares with wife Catherine 
(Megan Callagher) and their darling daughter. Though a stalker 
may have been positioned in the wings, hearth and home offer 
refuge; Se7en reigns supreme here, too. Callagher, tudikeSeTkj^ 
Gwyneth Paltrow, hasn’t lost her head (yet),, but like Paltrow, 
she’s endlessiv supportive of her recessive male, less mere mor- 
tal. more pure abstraction. Sheer goodness, possibly, just as the 
Blacks' daughter is Innocence Incarnate. The happy family ar- 
cle is also the magic circle, the solitary safe place- a potion 
Millennium idealises to near-parody, despite^ Tne X-ruef 
weekly warning that nowhere - no one - is safe . Arbitrary 
forces are at work, and barely bothering to hide. Hence TheX- 
Files' drolly accurate reflection of the suburbs and small towns 
as magnets for weirdness, replete with cannibals, devil-wor- 
shippers, Republicans and incestuous mu rants ready ro beat your 
brains out with baseball bats while Johnny Mathis croons 
“Chances Are". Millennium may be a word that evokes a fast- 
approaching future, but the show is always gazing longingly back 
to a faked Middle America that never existed, save as propa- 
ganda. Remember Ronald Regan's “It’s Morning in America” 
re-election campaign, similarly (3rdcd with understanding 
wives, obedient children and the prospect of school prayers? 

Millennium is ill at ease with anything, and anyone, outside 
those inflexible confines: God, Mom and Apple Pie. For its stun- 
ningly basic dichotomy to hold - this good, that bad - the “alien" 
must be expelled. The X-Files tends to love the alien, or at least 
to allow it a common humanity. Millennium, by contrast, pre- 
sents victims who are as characterless as the killers; two sides 
of the same base coin. The unknowableness of the pathologi- 
cal mind is shared by, say, prostitutes (decapitated, but already 
faceless) and homosexuals - “outsiders" whom Millennium turns 
into outcasts. The “exceptionals" whom Mulder would com- 
municate with, and Scully be polite to. Millennium treats as meat 
So, when a police chief remarks that, in all his years on the force, 
he has never seen anything as terrifying as the entombed gay 
man with stitched-up eyes and mouth he saw tonight. Black 
intones, “Then you’ve never seen your child in hospital". The 
fact that there’s a difference between concussion and mutila- 
tion should be self-evident, or, at least, not weighed. Here, it 
is, a cruelty that even NBC’s plodding /Vo^fer is at pains to avoid; 
but then, the Profiler herself is a single woman and mother, and 
inured to a vulnerability (a separateness) that Millennium can 
only discuss in strictly forensic terms, forgetting that the deity 
it hunts for is supposed to love us all with equal ardour. 

Not that Millennium would deign to entertain the thought. 
Doubt is given no houseroom here. Watching the show imme- 
diately after The X-Files is like watching a conversation between 
two sides of a split personality. Could it be that Chris Carter 
got tired of asking questions of a universe that didn’t return 
his calls, so he decided to supply his own? Why not? Answers 
are as part and parcel of Pre-Millennium Tension as the who, 
what and whys, though inevitably less interesting. Questions are 
by their nature complex, while answers (in TV terms at least) 
must be simple. Answers have to leave out something, and it 
transpires that that something is the unavoidable mess, scrab- 
ble and compromise that we make of our lives, not knowing, 
as Millennium knows, that this is the door the Devil and his dis- 
ciples saunter through. Millennium knows who forgot to fasten 
the lock, and, when you stop to think about it. so do you. It is, 
dear reader, the audience. It is, dear reader, most probably you. 

'Millennium': Sundays 10pm BSkyB, Sky 1 








A silvermine brings misery 

Many film-makers have ventured into the heart of Joseph Conrad's dense narratives. But most come back empty-handed. 
As adaptations of ‘Nostromo’ and ‘The Secret Agent’ loom large, Steven Poole explains why Jo can never be the new Jane 

T h_- siber seam of Jane Austen is miss the spirit. Conrad's full of sugges- roaster of ventriloquy, planned to shoot Hale's script does not exa 

.ill but exhausted for ihe worthy lion." Ridley Scott's first feature. The it entirely from Marlow's point of view, new technical solutions. He 

miner- in film and television. Duellists, adapted from Conrad's short — Unfortunately, the extreme expense Conrad’s time-bending patch 

Ciisiina her lifeless husk aside, store “A Point of Honour", suffered from ^^JSSSt _ .. „ . involved in lone takes with the “subiec- ancle history and microscop 


T li siher seam of Jane Austen is 
•ill but exhausted for the worthy 
mins r- in film and television. 
Casting her lifeless husk aside, 
(hey wonder, squinting, w ho will now mu- 
i-!\ the ins.iti.ihle public appetite for 
period drama. You would not bet on the 
new candidate being a gloomy seafaring 
Pole, who wrote in his third language. 
English. and wh.» more or less invented 
the rag-pulling prisma ti-m of the modem 
no* el. But Joseph Conrad, who died in 
EC4. is nur man. 

Conrad’s work divides roughly into two 
hahes. Between Is 1 ./*/ and fall was his 
“great" period, encompassing Heart of 
! hirki;c>\. Lor,/ Jim. Nnstnvno. The Scad 
■ J;,vr:. and 1 .-.tier lli\ieni Eyes. After com- 
pleting the last. Conrad, beset by money 
problems, suffered a nervous breakdown. 
Then came t iuincc (l‘»I4l. a soi-ilisant 
“romance", which despite its extraordi- 
ilarih l.n<M(\ a re hi lecture became a mas- 
sive commercial success. Although The 
Skuiii hi -Lr.'ic 1 1' 1 17 1 is indispensable, most 
ot Conrad's other work after Chance 
.-cenied a weary recapitulation of old 
theme's. Conrad settled comfortably into 
his role as elder statesman of literature 
t.ilihi’ii^h he refused a knighthood). Per- 
hap» because this later work is less shock- 
inch new. it has generally been the easier 
option for Hollywood movie screenwriters 
than ihe ‘great " work. Nearly **1) films have 
Ken made of Conrad’s tales, hut only u 
handful ire wonh watching. 

Dr Alan Simmon-, editor of The Con- 
••i’Ji.sn magazine and vontrihuuir to a new 
volume. >. • ifiraj i m Film, lobe published 
bj Cambridge University Pressai the end 
of ihe \oar. i- happy to discuss the mi ire 
inlere-iing celluloid Conrads. One nf 
the problem- facing a screenwriter. Sim- 
mon.- believes, is that: “If you try io 
remain riuidlv faithful, vou some limes 


miss the spirit. Conrad's full of sugges- 
tion." Ridley Scon's first feature. The 
Duellists, adapted from Conrad's short 
story “A Point of Honour", suffered from 
this literalness: full of lovingly researched 
pictorial detail, it yet leaves the viewer 
cold. (Scon, a man of literary taste, also 
paid homage to Cunrad in the far supe- 
rior Alien, where ihe spaceship is named 
Nostromo.) .Alfred Hitchcock's freer ver- 
sion of The Secret Agent, entitled Sabotage. 
is tight and racy, although Hitch Inter 
thought he had broken the rules of sus- 
pense by letting Ihe bomb go off. Terence 
Young's The fan t-r. and An Outcast of the 
Islands starring Trevor Howard, are both 
“remarkably faithful", says Simmons: 
there is also David Lean's ploddingly 
beautiful Lord Jim. with Peter OTocilc in 
a reprise of his Lawrence of Arabia turn. 

Why arc most >uch valiant efforts 
somehow unaemie. flat? The answer may 
be this. Conrad famously expends much 
of his prose on telling ihe reader what 
tilings are not: Heart of Darkness, for 
instance, is studded with negative defin- 
itions like “implacable", “impenetrable", 
"invisible" and so forth. Cinema, on the 
other hand, embodies an energetic posi- 
tivism of the image: you can only show 
what things are. Moreover, a cinematic 
image is almost inevitably encrusted with 
superabundant detail, which will dilute 
the force of those key moments where 
Conrad deliberately constructs a symbolic 
picture for the reader. The tension 
between these two modes of representa- 
tion. the ironic and the mimelie. is obvi- 
ous. and herein lie- the danger for literal- 
minded film-makers, a danger analogous 
to that evoked by slavishly “litoral " trans- 
lations ot foreign prose or poetry. 

Another problem is that Conrad's 
genius owes so much to an alchcm/c 
fusion of melodrama and metaphysics: 
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Colin Firth and Serena Scott Thomas as husband and wife in the BBC's ‘Nostromo’ 


tempestuous, rhetorical arguments about 
ideas of fidelity, troth and death. Now, 
cinema is these days less equipped or will- 
ing than ever to deal in metaphysics 
(although it would be amusing to watch 
Quentin Tarantino grapple with Sartre's 
L'Etrv et le Neurit ). and if you ditch Con- 
rad's metaphysics, you're throwing the 
baby out with the bathwater. 

One of the best Conrad-inspired films, 
Apocalypse Now, gets round this problem 
with dan. Updating the action nf Heart 
of Darkness to Vietnam, with helicopter 
gunships and machine guns. Coppola 
(with co-writer John Milius) takes Con- 
rad's central metaphysical notion of work 
as an essential “illusion" that preserves 
man's sanity by distracting him from the 
“abyss" of reality, and replaces it with 
what replaced metaphysics in the late 
196i)s: rock music and LSD. 

The contrast in salient with Nicholas 
Roeg's dully “straight" cablc-TV version 


of Heart of Darkness. It stars an excellent 
Tim Roth as the narrator and non-hea\ 
Marlow, and an infuriatingly fey John 
Malkovich as Kurtz (playing a character 
renowned for his powerfolly charismatic 
voice. Malkovich settles on a lisping, 
sing-song deliveiy, which is even less 
appropriate than Marion Brando’s gur- 
gling whisper in Apocalypse Now). The 
first shots are the best; slow, tracking 
close-ups oyer the hieroglyphically wrin- 
kled grey hide of an elephant With this 
opening sequence at least Roeg manages 
to suggest Marlow's youthful fascination 
with maps of Africa and the fateful link 
with the ivory trade, as well as the ancient 
atavism of the jungle. But for the son of 
technical cinematic innovation that could 
conceivably have complemented Conrad’s 
brilliance, the greatest adaptation never 
made is undoubtedly Orson Welles’s 
Heart of Darkness. It was to have been his 
first picture with RKO, and Welles, rhat 


master of ventriloquy, planned to shoot 
it entirely from Marlow's point of view. 
Unfortunately, the extreme expense 
involved in long takes with the “subjec- 
tive camera", and the number of extras 
required, saw the project aborted, and the 
world had to make do with Citizen Kane. 

Now Conrad’s greatest work. Nos- 
tromo (1904), is coming to the small 
screen, thanks to the BBC (who con- 
tributed half the £9m cost) and an inter- 
national conglomerate headed by Fer- 
nando Ghia, co-producer of The Mission. 
This political epic, centring on a silver 
mine in a fictional South American dic- 
tatorship beset by revolution, has been 
squeezed into four beautifully shot, 
increasingly gripping 90-minute episodes 
by the heroic efforts of screenwriter John 
Hale. Happily this lush Nostromo ’s suc- 
cesses are more numerous than its faults 
(the greatest of which is the atrocious per- 
formance of Ruth Gabriel as Antonia). 
Colin Firth (buttoned-up English mine- 
owner). Serena Scott Thomas (radiant, 
neglected wife) and Albert Finney (froitily 
crumpled Irish doctor) are all excellent. 
The Italian actor Claudio Amendola in 
the title role disappoints at first, but grows 
ever more sweatily convincing. 

Especially noteworthy is Emtio Mom- 
cone's music. Conrad once professed an 
artistic debt to the music of Richard Wag- 
ner. Fittingly, therefore, Morricone harks 
back to his spaghetti western scores by 
building his soundtrack around a repeated 
three-note Wagnerian leitmotif for Nos- 
tromo himself, played on an Andean 
wooden flute and echoing the name 
“Nostromo" in its rhythm. It is a perfect 
transference to the screen of Conrad's 
verbal technique - when Nostromo is 
mentioned in the novel, it is almost 
always with such repetitive epithets as 
“the incorruptible" or “the magnificent". 


Hale's script does not exactly offenmy- 
new technical solutions. He has rewired- 
Conrad’s time-bending patchwork of wide- 
angle history and microscopic anthropo^ 
ogy into a straightforward narrative. The 
is the big concession. It is irapossible'Ja 
imagine a television audience coping wftb 
Conrad’s baffling shifts of perspective, yet. 
the novels stark, ironising force awed 
everything to that form. The point is that 
Conrad is working to question his charac- 
ters’ complacent myopieview of history, as 
linear progress. Yet the television version 
cannot help but endorse this linearity. With 
this inevitable compromise in mind, it is 
heartening to see how well Hale manages 
to dramatise the stay's politics, without 
resorting to that screenwriter’s index of 
desperation, the voiceover. This is chal- 
lenging and courageous television, -and 
should not be judged a failure if ratings are . 
disappointing, for some viewers just will 
not have the patience. . v 

Conrad, you see, is emphatically nbr tbe 
new Jane. The .adaptor and screenwriter 
Christopher Hampton, whose film of 7ft* , 
Secret Agent comes Out in June, explains 
laconically: “He offers no consolation. He’s 
just too - corrugated* But Nostromo has 
a persuasive claim to be considered the 
greatest novel of this century (pace the 
Wylers tone's list). And while the catalog 
spate of Conrad films (including Mark 
Peploe’s Victory, and Beeban Kidrqn’s 
Amy Foster) will provoke a secret jeafoiisy 
in those who cherish this, undewreao 
writer and want to keep him to themselves 
there is no doubting their audacity. Can - 
rad compared writing fiction to “fescue' 
work carried out in darkness". It is hard , 
to shake the feeling that, when the Sni 
people come alongand flick on the search- 
lights, something scuttles away to brood 
afone in the shadows. ' ~r 

'Nostromo' starts today 9.30pm B8C2 
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Hold on, let’s try that again 

With the aid of three assistants, Eddie Izzard gives the ailing art of 
improvisation some eclectic-shock treatment. By James Rampton 



W hose Line Is h Anyway? is, to be 
frank, no longer compulsory view- . 
mg, and people have been whis- 
pering that perhaps the last rites 
should be read to improvisation. It has taken a 
man with high heels and bright red lipstick to 
give it the kiss of life again. To his army of camp 
followers, Eddie Izzard has that sort of power 
he can even make a lurid pair of green PVC 
trousers look cool, for goodness sake. One Word ■ 
Improv is not a one-man show - alongside 
Izzard, Neil MuDarkey. SuJd Webster and 
Stephen Frost improvise sketches based on one 
word provided by the audience - butyou sense 
that it almost could be. Izzanfs stand-up show. 


after alL, features many notable routines where 
he acts out several roles on his own - remem- 
ber the mina birds in an aeroplane? - and this 
week he has talked about having to stop him- 
self taking over in One Word Improv. It is the 
perfect stage for him, giving free rein to the most 
surreal imagination this side of the Dadaists. 
This is a man who has confessed in the past to 
his lave of 'talking bollocks”. 

.The improvisational fizz certainly goes a bit 
flat when Izzard is not taJringpirtyou find your 
eyes drawn to the bar-stools at the side of the 
stage when he is perched there. At one stage on 
Thursday at the Albery Theatre, he grabbed the 
stage-side microphone as if to interrupt the cen- 


tre-stage proceedings and beads visibly swivelled 
in anticipation. Even when he runs out of steam, 
he raises laughs; at one point, he ground to a 
halt mid-ramble and admitted to great acclaim: 
*Tve no idea what I’m talking about.” 

He also has the authority to wade in and put 
a stop to a sketch that's losing the plot 
(although that is often the charm of improv). 
After an inspired riff as King Arthur wielding 
an Excalibur-like chainsaw, Izzard dashed on 
in the middle of the next, rather flagging 
improvisation and decapitated the others' 
heads with it. 

Such is his mesmeric bold on the audience 
that he can endlessly repeat a seemingly insignif- 


icant line - such as “you're going (o borstal” - 
to ever bigger laughs. He is also able to gang 
up naughtily with them against his fellow per- 
formers. When Frost as a hunchback-inspector 
came to visit board's Quasimodo and told a 
string of weak gags, Izzard ran to the front of 
the stage and shouted: “People of Paris, a 
wanker has come to inspect me.” Jennifer Saun- 
ders and Joanna Lumiey were spotted in the 
star-studded audience on Thursday. Like rhe 
rest of us, they were no doubt cooing to each 
other that, thanks to a man in fashion-victim 
trousers. One Wbrdlmprov is ab fab. 

'One Word Improv' at theAtbay Theatre, 
London, WC2 (0171-369 1740) to 16 March 



me it’s not true 


David Soul should be booked for his part in ‘Blood Brothers’. By David Benedict 


F or fear of legal reprisals, I shall not 
name the member of senior man- 
agement at one of our foremost 
opera houses who, when asked, immedi- 
ately sang the theme tune to Starsky and 
Hutch . complete with Isaac Hayes-esque 
electric guitar impersonation. For those old 
enough to remember, Saturday nights were 
blonde, cool David Soul and frisky Paul 
Michael Glaser doing for the wrap-around 
cardigan what Emma Peel had done for 
black leather. 

Ped, of course, was played by Diana Rigg, 
now an altogether different type of dame 
and currently starring in Who's Afraid of Vir- 
ginia I Vooif? Last year, we were promised 
David Soul going legit opposite Hannah 
Gordon in Henry James’s The Aspem 
Papers. Alas, this spectacularly unlikely 
doubleact collapsed prior to opening but 
he's here at last in Willy Russell’s suprisingty 
tenacious Blood Brothers. 

Bolstering this show by inserting stars is 


nothing new. KUri Dee, Fetula Clark, David, 
Shaun Cassidy and even Carole King have 
boosted box-office for the first Greek- 
tragedy-goes-scouse musical but all of the 
above took the leading roles in this tough, 
heartfelt story of a mother who loses her 
sons. Hiring a name to play the marginal rale 
of the narrator is like trying to persuade a 
child that the best thing about a surprise par- 
cel is the string. 

Throwing the focus away from the central 
trio does the show no favours. The rhyming 
couplets of the doom-laden plot narrau'on 
are the least interesting component of the 
piece and anyone in their right mind would 
do everything to shift the audience’s atten- 
tkm away from its portentousness. Soul glow- 
ers about in an ill-fitting version of a would- 
be smartly-cut five-button blade suit plus 
shoes which probably cost more than the rest 
of the costume budget put together. This 
gritty show was never meant to be the last 
word in theatrical sophistication and the last 


thing it needs is unnecessary gloss, but the 
No Expense Spent ethos yields disgracefully 
shabby results. 

The rest of the cast work hard to divert 
you, belting out the songs and playing the 
class warfare and heart-on-sleeve sentiment 
for all they’re worth. Siobhan McCarthy is 
suitably full-throated as the struggling 
mother, Stephen P&hreman seizes working- 
class Mickey with both hands and Jan 
Graveson wrings pathos and every last 
laugh as the girlfriend caught between hope 
and despair. • 

But Soul? His accent would not disgrace 
aBrigadoon revival and the singing is ade- 
quate but this is a fan event. Of course, he 
knows all about the plot’s dealing’s with 
fate, superstition and the devil - he sold his 
soul to star in the TV devO -drama Salem's 
Lot. And then there were the singles... All 
together: “Don ‘t Give Up on the DayJob,_” 
To 35 Feh Phoenix Theatre, London, WCZ 
Booking: 0171-369 1733 



Bloodless: David Soul and Siobhan McCarthy Alpha 
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THE CONCERT 

Palestrina 

THE FILM 

Ransom 

THE exhibition 

Georges Braque 

The British stage premiere of Hans 
Pfitener’s 1917 opera about art and Its 
responsibilities produced by Nikolaus 
Lehnhof, designed by Tobias Hoheisel 
and conducted by Christian Thielemann. 

Mel Gibson and Rene Russo are parents 
dealing and double-dealing with their son's 
kidnapper in a Richard Price's tautty 
plotted thriller directed by Ron Howard 
who gave us Cocoon and Apollo 13. 

45 paintings from the last 20 years (he died 
In 1963) of Georges Braque who still 
languishes In the shadow of fellow cubist 
Picasso. Still lives, interiors and a series of 
paintings of the artist’s studio. 

Bayan North cott took against the 
thoughtful, “provincial" staging, but “See 
it by all means". “Spaciously conducted 
. ... its flaws are fascinating," nodded the ' 
* Guardian. “The Royal Opera has done 
Palestrina proud: see It; once," decided 
' the Times. “A noble effort," concluded 
the fT.-Does Covent Garden such 
artistic credit," saluted the Telegraph. 

Ryan Gilbey was impressed by- “the first 
Ron Howard movie to haunt rather than 
desert the mind". "A sustained twister of 
surprises... You're sent away shaken and 
stirred," purred the Standard . “A finely 
tooled suspense thriller," declared the FT. 
“Overwrought but riveting," conceded 
Time Out. “Did it have to be so long, so 
uneven," queried the Times! 

Andrew Graham-Dixan was moved. “A life 
lived around some mysterious absence 
coalesces into an entirely serious and 
melancholic image." “To be contemplated in 
the meditative calm with which they were 
painted," praised the Spectator. “Immensely 
rewarding and, at times, revelatory,” sang the 
Times. “A wretched little exhibition," sneered 
the Standard. 

Ton’t, 6, 10, 15 & 19 Feb at ROH, ’ 
Covent Garden (0171-304 4000) 

Cert 15, 121 mins, on every conceivable 
. cinema screen. 

Royal Academy, London W1 (0171-439 
743S) to 6 April. 

Four and a half hours: 4 

musically rewarding, A 

dramatically absurd. For m] 

enthusiasts only. — « 

Surprisingly watchable. A 

if. 

Supremely wistful, a . 

study in persistence, 
tinged by sad 

retrospection. i \ — { 


Life is a 
cabaret 

Nick Kimberley listens to Lite 
Lemper, the Berlin spice girl 


E ven if we’ve neither 
read Christ opher 
Ishcrwood. nor seen 
Liza Minnelli in that film, 
the words “Berlin Cabaret" 
conjure up a flickering 
parade of images that, 
blurring and fading as we 
uy to bring them into focus, 
nevertheless seem to 
embody an era. Ule 
Lemper exploits this false 
nostalgia in her publicity, 
but fortunately there’s 
more to her talent than a 
fleeting resemblance to 
chanteuses past. 

She’s a thoroughly 
modem microphone 
singer, using the voice in 
ways that only the mike 
allows us to appreciate. 

The Queen Elizabeth Hall 
may not be eclu 
kabarettisch but it’s small 
enough to bring her and us 
close together, surely right 
for a programme of 
“Berlin Cabaret Songs". 
That's also the title of 
Lemper’s latest CD. but 
this was more than mere 
promotion. The songs have 
been arranged by Robert 
Ziegler, whose Matrix 
Ensemble (here, a brassy 
septet) provided Lemper’s 
accompaniment. Ziegler, 
like Lemper, remains 
faithful to the Zeitgeist 
without necessarily striving 
for period instrument 
autbemicity. That would, 
in any case, be hard to 
achieve, as much of the 
work of composers such as 
Spdliansky and Hollaender 
survives only in fragments. 

Although spirited, 
Lemper’s CD performances 
of this material are, if not 
subdued, then certainly 
contained. If she can see 
the whites of her audience’s 
eyes, she opens up, 
snarling, pouting, lisping 
and rasping with infectious 
glee. She sits pertly on a 
stool or prowls the stage, 
squats at its edge, descends 
into the audience to inflict 
excruciating 
embarrassment oa those 
lucky or unlucky enough to 
attract her attention. She is, 
in a word, a performer. 


surviving on the adrenalin 
of communication. 

That’s one reason why 
she chose to sing many of 
these songs in Jeremv 
Lawrence's highly spiced 
translations. Some will 
question their authenticity, 
but an art-form as 
voracious as Weimar 
cabaret must itself have 
made fire with the good 
tunes of the day. And if 
something is lost in 
translation, something is 
also gained: as Lemper 
said. “It's fun to be 
understood." To insist on 
singing them in German 
would be to varnish them 
in protective sepia, and as 
she also suggested. 

“These issues are still 
delicate to touch.” 

What remains delicate is 
the songs' willingness to 
talk about sex, money and 
corruption with an 
uncomplicated wit, which 
Lemper dearly relishes, 
sometimes perhaps to 
excess, so that occasionally 
we might wish she would 
sing the songs straight, un- 
LemperisecL Was the lisp 
on “thex" in “Sex-Appeal" 
rather overdone? >tes she 
too willing to pull this or 
that song out of shape for 
the sake of a passing 
inflection? And then again 
a nasal quality in the voice, 
which the mike emphasises, 
engenders a crooning tone 
that is sometimes intrusive. 

Still, it's an immensely 
characterful and flexible 
voice, precisely the kind of 
voice contemporaiy . 
composers might usefully 
exploit. Her trips to her 
country’s past are vibrant 
and valuable, but Lemper is 
a modern performer, and 
music that’s a little more 
modem should fit her 
comfortahly. So far only 
Michael Nyman has taken 
advantage: why aren’t 
others queuing up? 

Further performances at the 
Salisbury Festival 7 June 
(01722 323888) and 
Cheltenham Festival 18 July 
(01242 521621) 


Three men 
and a canary 

Ben Thompson wises up to the 
gimmick gestures of the Eels 


T he eel is a primeval 
creature that has 
stayed pretty much 
the same since a time 
before Oasis first entered 
the album charts. The Eels 
by contrast are very highly 
evolved. This shrink- 
wrapped trio from Echo 
Park in California have 
1997 written through thejr 
souls like a stick of rock. 
And with their thrillingly 
sleek single “Novocaine for 
the Soul” poised to sweep 
them into a state of global 
enormousness, this gig at 
the Garage in Islington is 
the probably the last British 
appearance where the 
crowd will be able to smell 
them as well as see them. 

The Eels record for the 
Dreamworks label (a 
plucky independent 
concern operated by base- 
ment entrepreneurs David 
Geffen, Jeffrey Katzenberg 
and Stephen Spielberg), 
who are clearly taking no 
chances with their talented 
proteges. Prior to the band 
making their entrance, the 
most officious roadie in 
rock histoiy doesn't just put 
towels out for them, he 
tests their drinks to check 
for poison. A canary stands 
patiently in a cage at the 
side of the stage, ready to 
give up its life In the event ' 
of an enemy gas attack. 

The desert-dry stage 
manner of songwriter/ 
guitarist/ hammond organ 
maestro E suggests that this 
band are well able to look 
after themselves however. 
Their singer may look like 
the forgotten lovechild of 
Damon Albarn and Derek 
Nimmo, but his voice has 
the happy ability to quote 
from a legion of 
distinguished West Coast 


forbears (Donald Fa^en, 
Jackson Browne, Belinda 
Carlisle even) without ever 
sounding explicitly 
derivative. And their 
album. Beautiful Freak (to 
be released on 24 Feb), has 
enough deceptively simple 
melodies to keep the MTV 
nation whistling well into 
the next millennium 

The Eels flout the 
restrictions of triohood 
with admirable pizazz; 
shifting seamlessly from 
one novelty to another - a 
telephone (“Tm kinda busy 
right now. I’m tiying to 
rock London”), a banjo, a 
manhole cover, a jug of 
pebbles poured over the 
cymbals - without ever 
losing the plot of the song. 
The only question that 
remains to be answered, is, 
well, what is the plot of the 
song? What exactly is it 
that is being got across so 
clearly and with such great 
proficiency here? 

Comparisons with Beck 
are erroneous as the boy 
Hansen’s grand mission to 
unite the modern and the 
archaic is his and his alone. 
There is a worrying 
absence of original thought 
at the heart of a song like 
“Guest List" and it seems 
strange that the number 
which seems to bring the 
most intense response from 
the band themselves is a 
semi-ironic cover version 
(a virus in American music 
at the moment - see also 
Ben Folds Five’s “Video 
Killed The Radio Star") of 
Sophie B Hawkins’ “Damn. 
I wish I was Your Lover”. 

A sneaking suspicion 
remains that, after Nir- 
vana, no new American 
band wants to overdraw on 
its emotional capital. 
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The Birmingham ghost 


Duncan Fa Nowell 
goes in search of 
a traveller who 
covered his 
tracks 


With Chatwin: portrait of a writer 

by Susannah Clapp, Cape, £15.99 


T his memoir of the legendary travel writer 
Bruce Chatwin. who died in 1989, is clev- 
erly organised by theme (“Objects”, “Exot- 
ica", “Nomads’’) , and yet a broad chronol- 
ogy is helpfully preserved. The first thing one 
notices is that die author is in love with her sub- 
ject -physicaDy in love. The opening pages drool 
and flutter in an extended description of Chatwin’s 
body and dothes. This fetishism continues at var- 
ious levels throughout the book, which is more 
about things than ideas, feelings or relationships. 
The life is displaced into an extemalisation of 
febrile materialism; shopping, eating, interior 
decoration, locations, and Chatwin's face. 

In this, Susannah Clapp is only following the 
man forwhom every object had to be a statement, 
every person useful for myth-making. “The 
meals that he arranged himself were minutely 
considered.” she writes; and “In the flesh he could 
seem reticent, and people found him awkward to 
hug”. The resulting story has something cold, 
humourless and creepfly unhealthy about it which 
is its essential fascination. 

Not unexpectedly, Chatwin’s first career 
was with Sotheby's, the greatest river of 
“thin g s” on the planet In his books, too, he was 
a collector, of honed impressions and obser- 
vations. He was bad at structure and his books 
were put together with considerable help from 
other people. Susannah Clapp was the best of 
his editors, but he could be passive and accom- 
modating even with informal companions. 
Thus Kevin Vblans, a South African musician, 
commented that in one piece “there was alto- 
gether too much about haemorrhoids, and 
Bruce immediately took out a sentence or two.” 
Though Chatwin travelled a great deal, his 
life is thin on incident for the biographer. It was 
conducted more or less at one level, that of the 
swish English bourgeoisie. He lived in Belgravia, 
Mayfair, Oxfordshire; he stayed with the Melfys 
or Leigh Fermors or Conrans; he wrote with a 
Mont Blanc pen in moleskin notebooks. 

Surprisingly, there are almost no significant 
associations with foreigners. Chatwin was a 
voyeur in foreign parts, never involved. Clapp 
evokes well the lifestyle of his circle, though it 
degenerates here and there into copy for 
glossy magazines. The over-extended digres- 
sions on Francis Wyndham, the 17th-century 
poet Henry Vaughan, and other ancillary char- 
acters are a more blatant form of padding, given 
the concise nature of the book. 

To the lack of any muscular drama in his life 
(except at the end), Oapp adds her own refusal 
There seem to be many people she doesn’t wish 
to offend. The central fact of Chatwin’s life-whidi 
explains almost everything about him - was his 
homosexuality. She ref ere to it on numerous occa- 
sions and dies his two most important lovers 
(Teddy MUlington-Diake and Jasper Conran), but 
never takes on the psychological implications. 

In this context, his life’s key relationship is not 
with either of his male lovers or with his wife but 
with his parents, and this she doesn’t mention. 
They occur, as they must, at his birth, then dis- 
appear altogether. Because of their psychologi- 
cal control - of which they may have been 
unaware - Chatwin remained painfully malad- 
justed to his inner self, secretive and forever 
indulging in decoy manoeuvres which included 
marriage to a “sister” figure called Elizabeth and 
later, of courec. his travelling. 

Oapp presents Chatwin as a sort of free-wheel- 
ing. mischievous bisexual. Probably that is what 
he would have loved to have been, but he strikes 
me as absolutely not of this warm, cavalier Neal 
Cassady type. He comes across us for more anx- 



Seeking a pattern: Chatwin’s picture of an archaeologist who studied Inca earth-lines, from Photographs and Notebooks (Cape) 


ious and effeminate. As a schoolboy he enjoyed time as “Thatch erite”. Have you seen the word 
embroidery and won a prize for flower arranging. Chatwinesque before? I haven’t. In fact, he reads 
He was fastidious and took good taste to a degree not so much like a modern writer as a talented 
at which it became another form of vulgarity. throwback to the early postwar world of Denton 

The escape was not only from the parents, but Welch and J R Ackeriey, life-loving but careful 
from Birmingham where they lived. Because this . and tortured in a very English way. 
escape was a matter of geography, not confronts- With Aids, Chatwin’s life becomes tragic and 

tion, he remained always in thrall to his parents, contemporary. And no man did Aids suit less- 
whJeBiimjngham, the dtadel of naff, was ever wait- not only was it seen as a grotesque badge of bomo- 
ing to re-engulf him. sexuality, it was romebow “Birmingham” too. He 

Like Tennessee william s, Chatwin was famous . never publicly admitted his condition, concocting 
for his abrupt disappearances. Clapp writes that a more exotic disease instead. But after his death 
“He hated being shut in”. Claustrophobia and ago- a number of friends who thought they were dose 
raphobia are complementary states from which were upset to discover that he felt he couldn’t trust 
many writers suffer. The solution is often to even them with the truth. Shame over what one 
become a traveller or a rectuse, and to travel where is, especially when sustained to the grave, produces 
you are not known combines both. This was a curious depression in others. 

Chatwin's strategy far survival forfear of being shut Chatwin was served well by his ftiends. He 

in was fear of scrutiny, which was fear of exposure, dearly had great charisma. As a writer, his effort- 
He often wrote beautifolfy. rarety deeply. His bar- less glide to centre-stage was adorable, as it always 
nor of self-revelation prevented that. Apparently, is in ait. But in life, it is less so, and Chatwin may 
he could converse with animation, but the few quo- wdl haw been among those who saw in Aids a 
rations here arc not more than amusing camp. On humiliating nemesis for the golden bey. lor the first 
his status as a writer Oapp floats dangerously dose time, he was a loser. 

to fag-hagiography. She is hyping from the first The memoir, like tte life, mounts well then sud- 

page, on which she asserts that the word denty fades to nothing and dies. The last chapter 
"Chatwinesque" entered the language at the same is weird rather than poignant, with a vivid evoca- 


tion of Chatwin’s residence at the Ritz, from which 
he went on wild shopping sprees round the Wjst 
End by wheelchair. 

But at the end, so many questions have been 

avoided He died m the South of France. I know 

that his parents lived part of every year in a cara- 
van down there -why are they not present at this 
climax? He is dying, of course, at Shirley Conran’s 

house, not far from where they lived And what did 
the wife think of her gay and posturing husband? 
Why did she marry him? Why does she say noth- 
ing? Why does Jasper Conran say nothing? Why 
do so few people want to stand up and be counted? 
Why are fas papers at the Bodktan embargoed until 
2010? How for that matter did he contract HIV? 

In 1938 Cyril Connolly wrote that “It is no 
exaggeration to say that every English writer ance 
Byron and Shelley has been hamstrung by 
respectability and been prevented by snobbery 
and moral cowardice from attaining his full 
dimensions~.it is the difference between being 
a good fellow and growing up". 

Hardy, Lawrence and Auden prove Connolly 
wrong. He nonetheless identified a huge problem 
area for English writers, which the life of Chatwin 
- and Susamah Clapp's rendition of it - prove is 
still with us. 


A tsar is 
born again 

Robert Service on a sad sage 


Invisible Allies by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (translated by 
A/ex/s Klimoffand Michael Nicholson), Harvill, £ 9.99 


I n 1962, the USSR was 
still dazzling us by 
sending mann ed rockets 
into space, and there was 
concern that the West 
might lose its contest with 
the Soviet planned 
economy. That year, a 
literary meteor appeared 
in the form of Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn's One Day in 
the Life of Ivan Denisovich. 
Previously, it had seemed 
that imprisonment and 
censorship had eradicated 
independent thought from 
Soviet culture. Now 
Solzhenitsyn’s novella 
about a labour camp in the 
late Stalin period showed 
this to be incorrect. 
Courageous, critical spirits 
had survived in Russia. 

Marry contemporary 
readers assumed that 
Solzhenitsyn was a 
socialist Why was this? 

The most obvious reason 
was that he initially 
enjoyed patronage of the 
regime. What is more, his 
critique of Stalinism was 
very understated. He 
deliberately described a 
rather “good" day in the 
life of prisoner Ivan 
Denisovich. Avoiding 
extravagant denunciation, 
he accorded a modicum of 
sympathy even to the 
nastier figures. And when 
the first news about 
Solzhenitsyn was relayed 
abroad, it was easy to 
believe that be was a man 
rather like Ivan Denisovich: 
simple, affable and modest 
Peace between the writer 
and the regime quickly 
broke down, and 
Solzhenitsyn was prominent 
in the dissident movement 
until, in 1974, he was 
deported. In this volume of 
memoirs, first published in 
Russian six years ago, he 
recalls his struggle and the 
dangers he ran. His account 
of the KGB’s incompetent 
surveillance is a 
masterpiece of irony. 

Winter after winter, he _ 
vanished info the Estonian 
countryside - and no secret 
policemen knew where he 
was. Meanwhile, his helpers 
or “invisible allies” were 
scuttlng across Russia to 
deliver copes of his 
laborious^ typed works into 
hiding, lb this day, copies 
still lie buried in gardens 
and woods. 

After Ivan Denisovich 
came two epic novels - The 
First Circle, Cancer Ward - 
and his historical treatise 
The Gulag Archipelago . 
Solzhenitsyn was justly 
celebrated as a writer of 
u nflinching bravery, and be 
continued to encourage 
anti-communist dissent 
Already, however, his 
behaviour showed a less 
attractive side. He was 


crabby and unforgiving to 
several of those who had 
dose dealings with him. His 
brand of Christianity, which 
he proclaimed as the sole 
means of regenerating 
Russia, was distinguished 
more by its stem 
sermonising than by 
compassion. His impatience 
with criticism was intense. 

In debate, he was as 
intolerant as the 
propagandists of Marxism- 
Leninism. 

His stated purpose in this 
book is to reveal the names 
of his secret helpers and 
express his thanks. But his 
sense of gratitude is seldom 

unaccompanied by some 
carping 1 comment Here a 
translator is roundly 
denounced, there a' . 
biographer is said to have 
misrepresented him. Even 
his helpers in the USSR, 
who risked their liberty, are 
judged sternly. All agreed 
with him in condemning 
Lenin’s October 
Revolution; but one or two 
incautiously voiced 
approval of the 'Bar’s 
removal Solzhenitsyn 
writes witheringiy of their 
opinions. As a result, his 
book is deficient in 
gradousness and a sense of 
proportion. 

Nowadays, this is also the 
conclusion drawn about 
him by most citizens of the 
Russian Federation. He 
could have returned to 
Russia before 1994; first 
Gorbachev and then Yeltsin 
invited him. But he would 
accede only at a time of his 
own choosing, and 
grumpily stayed in the US 
to complete his multi- 
volume novel on the First 
World War, the Revolutions 
of 1917 and the Civil Whr. 
When finally he returned to 
Moscow, he received a 
rapturous reception which 
culminated in his address to_ 
the Federal Assembly. He 
was also gjven a chat-show . 

on TV to promote his ideas 
on the future of Russia. 

Unfortunately, his show 
involved more monologue 
than conversation. 
Predictably this was • 
unattractive to most 
viewers, who regarded their 
liberation from 
communism as involving 
the freedom to be 
unserious and unbossed. 
The feeling grew that he 
had little understanding of 
the reasonable aspirations 
of ordinary Russians and 
the show was removed. He 
continues to be bewildered 
by his fate. Communism 
was cruel to him; post- 
communism has in some 
respects been crueller. His 
latest book gives plenty of 
unintended clues as to why 
things turned out this way. 
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The Nature of Blood 


Understand a little more 



Caryl Phillips 


'A carefully crafted work, shifting seamlessly j 
between past and present, and between ! 
different cultures ... It is his boldest work 
to date, for a larger part of its boldness has 
to do with its artistry, the wonderfully | 
measured pace of its unfolding. Phillips is 
a storyteller of considerable talent/ The rimes 
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Cary! Phillips will be reading from 

The Nature of Blood in: 


Cambridge 
7pm 6 February 

Waterstone’s, 6 Bridge Street 

Leeds 

6pm 11 February 
West Yorkshire Playhouse, 
Playhouse Square. Quarry Hill 


London 

7.30pm 12 February 
Purcell Room, Royal Festival 
Hall, South Bank 

Manchester 
7pm 13 February 

Wateretone's, 91 Deansgate 
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Philip Pullman praises a brave study of the Bulger case and its impact 


As If by Blake Morrison, Grants, £14.99 


O ne day at the zoo l was 
admiring the gibbons, with 
their playfulness and charm, 
when a starling flew down and 
landed just outside their cage. At 
once a long arm shot out and seized 
iL People gasped and cried out in 
alarm, and then in horror, as the ape 
tried to pull the terrified bird 
through the bars. 

It finally succeeded and, beating 
off the other gibbons, it took the star- 
ling to a clear branch and began to 
pull it to pieces. I can't forget the 
crackings and snappings, the tough 
white sinews, the lolling shrieking 
head, and most of all the curious 
innocent concentration of the ape. 

Because, of course, the ape was 
innocent It couldn't reflect on what 
it was doing. And if there’s a spec- 
trum running from innocence to 
guilt - a spectrum marked by increas- 
ing consciousness and ability to 
reflect - then right out at the other 
end of it there are the likes of Fred- 
erick and Rosemary West who could 
do so. 

Somewhere in between are the lit- 
tle killers of James Bulger. Were they 
truly evil, or didn’t they know what 
they were doing? Where should we 



place them? 

Because knowing where to place 
them means knowing how to judge 
them. Blake Morrison’s troubling 
study of the Bulger case is pro- 
foundly concerned with these ques- 
tions, and shows how difficult it is to 
come by any answers. 

Morrison attended the trial of 
Robert Thompson and Jon Ven- 
ables in 1993. He stayed in Preston 
(where the boys’ trial was held) for 
a month, walked the route the chil- 
dren took on that dreadful day on 
Merseyside, heard the tapes of their 
interrogation (“Please God, never let 
me hear a child cry like that again. 
Or rather, let those who think these 
boys inhuman hear their all-too- 
h urn an distress”), meditated on his 
own children and his fears for them, 
tried to understand. 

The book echoes with references 
to Macbeth, and that most murder- 
haunted play is apt. Hardly anywhere 
else in literature can we learn so 
vividly and horribly what it is like to 
be a murderer, to kill and to know 
fully what it is that we have done. 

It’s not certain that Robert 
Thompson and Jon Venables did 
know, fully, and that is part of the 




point. Morrison is clear that putting 
them on trial as if they were adults 
was grossly inappropriate: “Child- 
hood is a separate place... You can’t 
lock up for life those whose lives 
have barely begun.” 

On the other hand, what they did 
was horrible, and it’s right to lock 
them up for it But again, the ques- 
tion of whether they could have 
known won’t go away: “To know, and 
yet not know - the condition of being 
ten." 

Morrison is very good on the 
appearance of things. So many of our 
most powerful judgements are made 
because of what things look like. 
Would Michael Howard have been 
able to declare that Myra Hindley 
should spend all her life in prison, as 
he did recently, without the contin- 
uing presence of that particular bru- 
tal-blonde photograph to fuel the 
public’s loathing for her? 

Part of our horror at the Bulger 
case is due to the video clip of the 
trusting toddler walking away hand- 
in-hand with his murderer. In this 
age, we can’t escape these visual 
presences, so we must learn to read 
them. 

Morrison brilliantly describes the 


look of the bleak streets and hous- 
ing estates the children walked 
through on their way to the railway 
line, and is wise enough not to 
refrain from comment. “It must 
have an effect,” he says; and yes, it 
must 

Similarly, he characterises both 
the appearance of the two boys and 
bis own reactions to it, and then 
quotes Macbeth once more to warn 
himself against malting judgements 
based on the look of things. But we 
must judge, because we are human, 
and because we are adult and 
responsible we must beware of the 
fallibility of our own judgements; but 
still we must judge. 

At one point 1 thought the book 
faltered. Morrison is describing him- 
self putting his little daughter to bed, 
and he misleads us into thinking that 
we’re reading a scene of seduction. 
I thought that I could see wbat he 
was doing with that story, but it’s not 
the Bulger story. 

There was no sexual motive in the 
killing; or if there was, it was never 
clearly established. At a first reading, 
this passage seemed like an error of 
judgement. 

However, I’ve changed my mind 


By making us complicnt in a mis- 
reading, he’s showing us the impor- 
tance of appearances once more, and 
always the need to reflect, to be fully 
conscious. 

Which leads to another presence 
in this book, that of the words of 
John Major. His statement that “We 
must condemn a little more, and • 
understand a little less” is the most 
wicked thing any British politician 
has said in my lifetime. It is worse by 
far than Mar^uret Thatcher’s asser- 
tion that “There is no such thing as 
society”, which is transparent blus- 
ter by comparison. 

Of course we mustn’t understand 
less. We can’t go back to being chil- 
dren, back to the innocence- of the 
ape. We must go forward into deeper 
knowledge, painful though that is. 

Morrison’s honest, courageous 
and subtle study is an addition to our. 
understanding, not least because ft 
never overlooks the suffering of lit- 
tle James and his family. The ape’s 
innocence made no difference to tile 
starling. 

Philip Pullman won the Carnegie 
Medal for children 'j literature last year 
with the novel “His Dark Materials 
(Point/Scholastic} 
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T his is a rich but indigestible 
bouillabaisse of a book; a 
prodigious mix of the whole 
canon of western thought 
about comedy from Aristophanes. 
Rabelais, Baudelaire, Jung, Freud 
and Bergson at one end to Bernard 
Manning, Jo Brand, Roy “Chubby" 
Brown and Les Patterson at tbe 
other. So who am I, a simple joke- 
herd toiling at tbe Mount of Bot- 
toms, to say that after all that 
research the author doesn’t know 
what he’s talking about? Hither that, 
or he does know but bas no inten- 
tion of sharing it with us, viz: “Com- 
edy is invariably on the side of plen- 
itude; it is expansionist not reductive; 
it knows that less means less and 
only more means more". Any the 
wiser? Nor me. 

Howard Jacobson has his 
moments; with interesting things to 
say and vivid ways of saying them; 
but too often he’s tempted to be, like 
Jonathan Miller, “too clever by 
three-quarters’’. The list of names 
above gives you a pretty good idea 
of how the book works. Either it’s 
expatiating on the theories of dis- 
credited old misery-guts like Berg- 
son and Freud or it's ankle-deep in 
knob-gags. There are no half-mea- 
sures. The often impenetrable prose 
is lavishly ruiggeted with erudition, 
like smarties on a child’s cake. I nod- 
ded off a few times, only to be jolted 
awake by another of Jacobson's 
huge range of false penises staring 
me in the face, like a Dutch girl I 
know, forced to take the traditional 
stroll through Amsterdam the night 
before her wedding with, a dildo 
strapped to her forehead, Jacobson 
too has de penis on de brain.' 

He claims that “The entire expe- 
rience of theatre-going, for the 
Greeks, was phallus-centred.” Just 
as you’re beginning to wonder 
whether that might not be a bit of an 
exaggeration, he whips out a vase 
displaying a satyr balancing a wine- 
jug on his knob and then he's off: “If 
that makes satyr the earliest come- 
dian, later comedians have not failed 
to learn from him. Hera kies bas his 
club. Harlequin his batte. Grimaldi 
his stove-poker. Punch his universal 
cudgel. Ihe jester his marotle and 
bladder. Ken Dodd's tickling stick is 
clearly in the ithyphailic tradition.* ' 
I love that “clearly”. Clear is what, 
it is not: less than one reader in ceiu 1 
milk knows what ithyphailic means. 
Patronising it is, bien stir, and also 
cojones. Occam’s razor of two alter- 
natives, choose the amplest A tick- 
ling stick is what it says it is, a stick 
which offers the threat or promise of 
being tickled. Up yer undercarriage, 
missus, to be sure; but that doesn’t 
stop it being a feather duster. 

If there is even a him of a sentient 
being holding something in its paw, 
from Sooty to a statue of Queen Vic- 
toria, then to Jacobson it’s a cock. 
Now, it was I who once convinced 
the Controller of BBC2 to broadcast 
the Cunnilingus Song. Genitals 
tickle me as much as the next man. 
But this is commitment of a differ- 
ent order. After 85 pages of knobs 
and arses, Hopi Indians lobbingshit 
at each other, satyrs balancing 
amphorae on stiffies and Scandina- 
vian deities plaiting their pubic 
regions to goats' beards, 1 thought* 
“is this guy getting enough?" 

I looked him up on the fly-leaf. 
Goaty-looking feller. Beard. Priapic 
proboscis; shagged -out looking eye. 



Death and the Fool from Thomas Rowlandson's The English Dance of Death (1815) 


Then I had my Briiannica CD Rom 
search for “jacobson” The very first 
entry it threw up was: “Jacobson's 
Organ: region of chemically sensitive 
nerve endings in the oral cavity (my 
italics) of many vertebrate animals. 
Jacobson’s organ is most strongly 
present in snakes”. This. richly phal- 
lic passage is more than just 'd strike, 
iim coincidence, ft is an eqjlanatiop. . 
What 1 Qd yau. expect? ~Jtic5bs6iFs ‘ 
Organ is more famous than he is. 

There’s another odd thing about 
this book. Like that new novel by 
Sean French and Nicri Gerrard, it 
seems to be written by two people. 
One is the Jacobson who was “bom 
in Manchester in 1942”; the other 
the Jacobson who “studied English 
under F R Leavis”. The Mancunian 
is responsible for most of the best 
bits. He has a lively, expressive style. 
He makes jokes, is painfully honest, 
and has the advantage that he writes 
almost exclusively in English. 

The Leavisite, I suspect, may not 
be a person at all but some form of 
software. He’s a Eurothesaurus, per- 
haps, with a simultaneous translator 
function and a bizarre taste for Zuni 
and Hopi pueblo clowns who drink 
urine and chtfck poo at each other. 

The first bloke is a nervous, touchy 
individual with a larger than usual 
personal space, frightened of clowns, 
spiders and teenagers, who lurches 
alarmingly between weeping and 
contempt He’s like some anatomi- 
cal diagram of a person, afi his 


insides spread out to view. His aca- 
demic alter ego is altogether more 
dispassionate. And very well read. I 
suppose we all ought to know what 
an apophthegm is, but anhedonic, 
evaluations, agelast? 

Anyway, one Jacobson sets off 
round the world to find out why peo- 
ple laugh for the -accompanying 
. Channel 4 f series. He doesn’t have 
' much fun.' People jostle him. They 
have pustules. They smell of vinegar. 
He is nearly thumped by a Navajo 
Indian; a Venetian harlequin tries to 
pull off his nose at the Carnival 
Meanwhile, the other Jacobson 
tours fifth-century BC Athens, the 
Commedia deU'Arte, the Middle 
Ages etc, meeting only poets, psy- 
’ chologists and philosophers. They 
neither jostle nor smell. They opine. 

. The trouble is that citing learned 
authority has never been any guar- 
antee of truth. No-one's right about 
everything. Take Aristotle. How seri- 
ously can we take his assurances on 
comedy, when he also assures us that 
the universe revolves around the 
earth? Quoting Bergson’s line that 
“the attitudes, gestures and move- 
ments of tbe body are laughable in 
exact proportion as that body 
reminds us of a mere machine” is to 
be expected. But did no-one laugh 
before the invention of machinery? 

in the contest for the best lines, 
the comics beat the philosophers 
hands down. Bernard Manning, for 
instance: “They say you are what you 


eat - I’m a cunt”. It’s a great joke, if 
you tike that sort of thing, but Jacob- 
son 's comment? “Good to be 
reminded that there’s a bit of a gour- 
mand and a bit of a pig in all of us”. 

A bit of a gourmand? If you ever 
have the misfortune, as I once did, 
to watch Bernard Manning eating a 
sandwich, Hopi shit-throwing cere- 
monies will hold no terrors for you. 
What’s funny about such jokes isnot 
that they are rude or “remind us of 
our animality" - that’s incidental - 
but that they’re clever. They make 
completely unexpected, but logical 
connections between disconnected 
thing?. The other reason Manning 
gets the laugh is because it’s true. He 
is a cunt he knows it, and we know 
rt- He no more reminds anyone of 
themselves than a pile of rotting 
antelope flesh resembles a clarinet 

It is not animality, or mortality or 
all that stuff we feel when offered a 
good joke. It is delight delight at tbe 
unexpectedness, the neatness, tfie 
logic of the uncoupling of the mind 
from one train of thought to another. 

But what's Jacobson getting at 
under his mound of arses? Here's 
the nub: “If comedy, in all its chang- 
ing shapes, has one overriding pre- 
occupation, it is -.that we resemble 
beasts more closely that! we resem- 
ble gods, and we make great fools of 
ourselves the moment we forget it”. 
He enlists Bergson: “Laughter can- 
not be absolutely just. Not should it 
be kindhearted either. Its function 


is to intimidate by humiliating” 

I’d guess this book comes from a 
man without children. No-one who 
lives with a one-year-old, whose 
gurgling hilarity clearly comes from 
nothing more sinister than the sheer 
merriment of being alive, of being 
able to walk, of having a mummy 
who loves you, could have written it. 
The comedy of cruelty is only one 
kind of comedy. Plenty of funny 
things have nothing to do with the 
body’s mortality or p hall uses. 

It seems to me that Howard 
Jacobson’s view is so one-sided pre- 
cisely because he lacks a sense of 
being alive. He won’t join in. Any- 
thing pagan, remote, foreign or 
ancient, no matter how gross or 
stinky, is “exuberant”. But let him go 
to Blackpool pier and he is moaning 
about the weather, the tea, the hotel 
and the “shit in the shops, shit on the 
beach, shit in the amusement 
arcades”. Pueblo shit, oh, mahhvd- 
lous. Shit shit, be don't like. 

Tbuchingly, he says as much him- 
sell After the horrible experience in 
Venice, be staggers back depressed 
to a cafe: “How vitalizing carnival 
looks on tbe printed page. How irre- 
sistible in all its communal contor- 
tions... As long as you never have to 
leave the bouse”. Despite it all. I felt 
quite sorry for the guy. 

John Lloyd is a comedy producer 
who started “ The News Quiz ”, “Not 
The Nine O'clock News” “ Spitting 
Image " and “ Blackadder “ 


e» Independent choice: first novels 

By Helen Stevenson 


H ere’s an idea: no more 
blurbs for first novels. A 
first novel should be taken 
like a glass of wine at a blind 
tasting, saving the blurb for later, 
just to check if your guesses 
concerning sex. age, husband's 
first nam e, number of domestic 
animals, and degree of talent 
estimated tty publisher were all 
correct. Except that a first novelist 
has Talent as sure as wine is wet 
Without the word “talent” a. blurb 
is not a blurb; it’s an admission. 

This is a misleading category in 
any case. Just as a learner driver 
may have been on the road for. 
years or simply hours, the first 
novelist may have a greater or 1 
lesser experience of his metier 
The blurb rarely says that “after 
15 failed manuscripts, here is a 
triumphant debut from X” . It 
might be rather endearing if it 
did. 

Here, though, are four first 
novels that live up to the 
expectation of something new. 
surprising, even genuinely 
“promising” (though it seems a . 
bit patronising to consider what 
ought to be a satisfying novel in 
itself as a mere appetiser for the 
grand plat nr come). Only one, 
Christopher John Jfcriey’s My 
Favourite Wbr (Grants, £8.99) has 


a specific, contemporary social 
setting: at the outbreak of the 
Gulf War. The other three deal 
with crack-ups, yet all are about 
people who feel more like 
themselves at the end than when 
they first set out All these novels' 
had weaker endings than they bad 
beginnings; it seems that only old 
writers with lots of experience are 
good at endings. 

Farley is a 29-year old black 
journalist. No marks for guessing 
who bis protagonist is (hot a Zen 
potter from Newfoundland). He 
finds himself sent on assignment, 
covering the Gulf War, as 
researcher to a beautiful black 

columnist on The Washington 
Post. Earley’s analysis of the war, 
of American society, of being 
black, single and professional is 
quick, contemporary and veiy 
funny - the jokes are good and 
frequent, though it’s much more 
than an annotated edition of a 
Q ever Boy’s bon mots. Of an 
editorwho lies about her age: 

“She was something-something”. 
On being single: “Would I have 
to, in the end, settle for someone 
who thought they might be 
settling for me?" 

With Bless Tbe Uuef (Seeker & 
W&rbuig, £15.99), Alan W^ll has 
written a very serious, very good 


novel. At the same time, il’s one 
of those novels that somehow has 
the author’s own reservations 
written in invisible ink in the 
margins. You sense a highly 
critical author, and many 
painstaking drafts. 

To be fen-. Wall pretty much has 
got it right, through having been 
exceptionally rigorous with 
himself. Bless The Thief is the 
story of Tom Lynch and his 
guardian/headmaster Patrick 
Grimshaw (a no-good mother in 
the background further swells the 
ratios of no-good mothers to no- 
good fathers in current first 
novels). 

Grimshaw initiates Tbm into 
the secret Delaquay society at 
Oxford, and Tbm becomes its 
youngest ever secretary. Each 
member holds the original, never- 
to-be-reproduced copy of one of 
• the works illustrated by the great, 
late Delaquay; Dante, The 
Marriage of Heaven and Hell, The 
Gospel According to St John. 
among others. 

Tbm’s breach of the society’s 
code leads to his descent into a 
Baudelaman world dominated by 
squalor, drink and loathing. This 
is an elegant piece of writing fall 
of things ne’ er so well expressed, 
and sentences that glide along 
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Pick of the week 

My Favourite War by Christopher 
John Farley (Granta, £8.99) 


like chipped-glass swans on water, 
catching the light 
Suspicious River (Faber St 
Faber, £9.99) is a novel by a poet 
Laura Kasishke, whose abundant 
images do not so much embellish 
the work as provide a tense 
rigging that enables it to surge 
towards its grimly inevitable 
conclusion. It’s a bleak, 
sumptuous, nasty account of a 
girl Leila, whose mother slept 
with men for love or money, 
sometimes both. Leila does this 
too, gulping down the abuse with 


a dry mouth. 

Sometimes the images don't 
quite come oft “roses, puffy and 
soft as pneumonia”, for instance. 
But sometimes she speaks so 
plainly that it hurts: “He’s my 
height and my length and my 
body feels safe with his. as if I am 
desiring myself, as if there’s only 
one of us to please." 

Tracey Chevalier’s Virgin Bine 
(Penguin. £5.99) has been 
selected for the WH Smith Fresh 
Talent promotion, which is such 
an achievement for a serious 
female writer that you feel it 
deserves an award. Her novel is 
about a young American woman 
who goes to live in a French 
village and researches her 
Huguenot ancestors - and a 
Mediterranean man. 

This is a good read: no cliches 
in sight, a well-made story with 
characters who walk and talk just 
the way people do, hallway 
between hallucination and public 
facade. It’s almost as enjoyable as 
My Favourite War, thought less 
eye-poppingly well written than 
Suspicious River and Bless The 
Thief. In fact, there’s nothing in 
this batch of novels not to 
recommend, which goes to show 
that sometimes, as a cigar is just a 
cigar, a blurb is just a blurb. 


Computer 

malfunctions 

Frances Fyfield switches off 

Stalking Fiona by Nigel Williams, Granta. £ 15.99 


E nter I be alternative hero- 
ine. on big feet. Fiona is 
a lonely "girl secretary 
with an ugly flat and undecided 
life. There was once a man 
called Dave .but she got rid of 
him. Her closest relationship 
of any kind is with her mum. 
a grey specimen of parenthood 
who never opens her mouth 
except to stale the irritatingly 
obvious (“Oh, you're in. are 
you?”) - a style of dialogue 
which is obviously infectious. 
The substitute for life as other 
23-three year olds might know 
it is the regime of her office. 
Here. Fiona is the apparent!)' 
anonymous focal point for 
three'accountums, Peter. Paul 
and John. There may be some- 
th ing significant in their apos- 
tolic names, hut in any event, 
this is no ordinary set-up. One 
of the accountants is a psy- 
chotic murderer who, com- 
plete with marigold gloves and 
horrible mask, has invaded 
Fiona’s dreary apartment and 
raped her. leaving her with the 
immortal threat, (in a heavily 
disguised voice, of course). "If 
you tell anyone about this. I 
will kill you." 

There follows the murderer's 
second attack, in bizarre cir- 
cumstances. when again it 
could have been any one of the 
three. His communications 
both confess the crime to her 
and their computers, while 
pretending to be one of the 
other suspects at the same 
time. The bits on disc are in 
block capitals, to save confu- 
sion. 

The two innocent accoun- 
tants, who secretly love Fiona, 
conspire in separate commu- 
nications to save her and 
themselves. Yet they remain 
equally suspect, since the pall 
of corruption hangs over the 
place. One of the accountants 
is a lecher, the second a victim 
of childhood trauma and the 
third a model family man. 

Fiona and reader, between 
them, are supposed to deci- 
pher which one is guilty from 
her first person-recollection, 
via a diary and narrative, and 
from theirs, with letters, discs 
and so on. 

In the meantime. Fiona is 
safer than she might be any- 
where else for as long as she 
is with two out of the three sus- 
pects - unless they are all in it 
together. 

Three voices, all in the first 


person, with scarcely u shift in 
tone or style, make this novel 
a monochrome nightmare to 
read. There are the conven- 
tionally violent, pornographic 
fantasies of the culprit, which 
could have been learned from 
under-the-counter merchan- 
dise at any video store. Then 
there is the prospect that 
Fiona might be making it all 
up to add a little lit illation to 
the suspense - although find- 
ing much .suspense at all is like 
looking for an envelope when 
there arc none in the house. 

It would be a clever conceit 
to weave a plot around four, 
anonymous people if there 
were indeed something dis- 
tinctive about their voices, and 
only if we could he made to 
care about the fate of at ieasi 
one of them. Frankly, towards 
the middle of this not'd (let 
alone the end) it was difficult 
to give a shit whether poor, 
passive Fiona was impaled on 
a stake, never mind raped. 

If the other three were to 
spend the rest of life sharing a 
cell, so much the better, so 
long as their conversation was 
not recorded for posterity. 
Perhaps Williams is being too 
subtle in failing to realise that 
first-person reported narra- 
tive is notoriously difficult la 
sustain, especially when dif- 
fused between so many narra- 
tors. Maybe this is a cult book 
for pre-dawn Internet freaks, 
in love with (he screen and 
incapable of other communi- 
cation. Could it even be a pri- 
vate joke, without a public 
laugh. Perhaps it is simply, a 
failed experiment. 

There is no obligation on a 
writer as fine as Nigel Williams 
can be to define either his 
genre or his motive. And there 
is ccnainly some elegant and 
lucid prose in this book, which 
gives it the feeling of a Pin- 
teresque script in the making. 
But it has all the signs of an 
author drunk with subject mat- 
ter, writing in the absence of 
anyone tapping his shoulder. 

That figure at his shoulder 
should have reminded him 
that the crime genre, into 
which this novel inevitably 
falls is rich in literaiy talent 
these days. Anyone who dab- 
bles in it must at least create 
genuine sympathy and sus- 
pense. Taldng the minimalist 
approach is fine, but not at the 
risk of clarity or heart 
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Nim-ifi-n i;i”hiy-Foui- is the 2nd greatest book of 
• he century, as \otecl for by Waters tone's customers 
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lor an essential "aide to 20th century literature, visit 
any Waterstone s bookshop. If. while yotiTe [here, you 
discover there are some you haven't read, from nou 
•mill ihe end of February you can buy any four tides 
from the iist for the price of three. For an indication ,d 
where you might like to start, try die thoughts of 
Germaine Greer reviewing tbe list in "W" muy-a/im-. 
available in all Waterstone's shops, priced . 
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P olitical insiders who write 
novels about great affairs 
of state almost always get 
it embarrassingly wrong. Not 
the foots or the folklore, but the 
tone - the edgy, tart, sardonic 
air that blows through all the 
corridors of power, but which 
the Dobbses and the Curries 
clumsily distil into a knowing 
sixth-form cynicism. Read Joe 
Klein's Primary Colon - an 
ocean ahead of its British rivals 
- for proof of just how high the 
political novel can climb. Back 
in tbe land of tabloid tittle-tat- 
tle, truth beats fiction any day. 
A single page of Alan Dark’s 
Diaries delivers a clearer view 
of the private springs of public 
life than a whole shelf of dire 
parliamentary potboilers. 

Yet here comes heavy-footed 
Michael Dobbs again. Between 
them, his star Ian Richardson 
and his adapter Andrew Davies 
dragged Dobbs’s Francis 
Urquhart trilogy way above its 
literary station. Some similarly 
gifted TV team should do the 
same with Goodfellowe MP 
(HarperColiins, £16.99) to wipe 
out the memory of just how 
dull this novel is. Thomas 
Goodfellowe, its crumpled cru- 
sader, is a backbench "piece of 
parliamentary flotsam'’ with a 
wrecked family and a glorious 
future behind him. In a less 
than thrilling intrigue, he ven- 
tures out from his Soho eyrie to 
bust a Buchaneseque industrial 
cartel which plans (with help 
from a crudely caricatured 
Maxwellian magnate) to seize 
control of British newsapers. 
The only laugh in this perfunc- 
tory plot, decked out in dreaiy 
Archer-level prose, comes from 
the notion that EU legislation 
might force our upstanding 
breed of media barons to sell 
their titles to a bunch of spivs. 
Remind me, now: who is it that 
controls HarperColiins? 

In contrast, Michael Toner's 
Seeing the Light (Simon & 
Schuster. £15.99) manages a 
few half-decent thrills and 
some nice touches of sul- 
phurous wit. Toner (a former 
Express lobby correspondent) 
creates a Tory minister com- 
pelled to do good by three 
glimpses of heaven and hell. 

The sudden conversion to 
virtue - and the havoc it wreaks 
- has a fine satirical pedigree 
(Toner calls his would-be saint 
George Gulliver). Unexpect- 
edly, though, those parts of the 
book that stray furthest from 
political shenanigans impress 
the most. Toner’s efforts to 
enter the head of “a 20th-cen- 
tury Englishman sunk in 
medieval dread" work surpris- 
ingly well, especially when Gul- 
liver sets off on a sacrificial 
quest into the Sahara. Mean- 
while, the usual Westminster 
imbroglio - with its sleazy hacks 
and back-stabbing MPs - raises 
only faint smiles. For blood and 
guts, the actual Tory leadership 
contest of 1990 outstripped the 
one Toner invents. StilL I did 
enjoy the idea of the Almighty 
materialising to Gulliver as a 
pukka gent in a Garrick Dub 
tie. As He explains. "Yfou need 
metaphors. George**. So do we 
all - including a few of the 
plodding literalists who walk 
the parliamentary fiction beat. 

Boyd Tonkin 


More butterfly than bee 

Laura Thompson finds that a memoir of The Greatest pulls its punches 


The Tao of Muhammad All by Davis Miller, Vintage, £7.99 


W hat is a hero? One pos- 
sible definition is that 
your hero is yourself 
turned outwards. Tire 
particular quality of courage, chutz- 
pah, genius that you feel lies within 
is, in the hero, not just reflected but 
opened. What is hidden in you is 
sunlit in them. 

Certainly this is how Davis MDler 
feels about Muhammad AIL 
Throughout Miller’s life, Aii has 
been hts sunlit self, tbe self whose 
pallid skin gleams with "pecan 
beauty”, whose desire to commu- 
nicate with people is simplified' 
into huge and virile gestures, whose 
triumphs and sufferings become 
transcendent This is the relation- 
ship that Mailer’s book attempts to 
convey. 

The book also tells the story of 
the actual friendship that developed 
between hero and worshipper. Dur- 
ing the 1980s, Miller and his fam- 
ily lived near Ah’s mother; one day, 
he knocks on Mrs Day’s door. The 
three chapters that follow - which 
describe the tentative bond 
between Miller and AIL and the 
shambling, yet still-powerful figure 
that is the Ali of today - are by far - 
the best in the book. One passage 
has Miller and Aii sparring in Mrs 
Day’s backyard: “I instinctively 
block and/or slide to the side of all 
three of Ali’s punches and imme- 
diately feel guilty about it, tike 
being 14 years old and blowing for, 
the first tine that you can beat your 
Dad at ping-pong.” 

The joke is still on Miller, how- 
ever. Later, Ali shadow boxes 
around his mother’s sitting room 
and creates the illusion that “he can 
still make fire appear in the air.-Td 
honestly thought that wbat he’d 
thrown in tbe yard was indicative of 
what he had left. But what he’d 
done was allow me to play; he'd 
wanted me to enjoy myself.” 

Miller returns to this idea that 
Muhammad All’s greatest gift was 
-and remains -an ability to liber- 
ate the playfulness, the joyful child, 
in his audieace. It is a terrific 
insight,'convincingty conveyed. Ear 
more often, however. Miller's sub- 
ject eludes his authorial controL He 



Muhammad Ali takes the world heavyweight title from Sonny Liston in 1964 


ALLSPORT 


is rightly insistent on the autonomy 
of Ali, recognising that even the 
“most famous man in tbe world” 
still has a life of his own that resists 
analysis. In a sense, that is the mes- 
sage of his book. 

It is, however, a message that 
comes across in ways that Miller per- 
haps did not intend. His worshipful 
rendering of AIL of every detail of 
his clothing, conversation and 
behaviour, surely did not wish so 
often to give the impression of a 
spoilt show-off, childishly obsessed 
with the power of his own legend. 

The problem is that, however 
much Miller may insist on his desire 
to reveal that there is more to 


Muhammad Ali than the myth, the 
appeal of his book relies almost 
completely upon the fact of that 
myth. Within every page lies the 
belief that Muhammad Ali is The 
Greatest. Quite simply, those who 
do not subscribe to that belief will 
not subscribe to this book. 

There is another problem with . 
The Too of Muhammad Ali, but this 
is not the fault of its author. One 
cannot blame Davis Miller for the 
feet that there have been, over the 
past five years or so, too many 
books published about sport, about 
Ali, and about the personal con- 
nection that writers feel with their 
subject Nor is it his fault that 


thanks to over-exposure in trendy 
men’s magazines, his style bas 
become something of a clichd. One 
knows too well that scene in the tat- 
tered boxing arm, where the writer 
inhales the liniment and metamor- 
phoses into Norman Mailer; too 
well, also, the scene which describes 
tbe death ola parent One cannot 
doubt its sincerity, but this honesty 
reveals nothing but itself. 

Yet this is a likeable book, occa- 
sionally penetrating, occasionally 
moving. That it would have had 
more power, had it been published 
ten years ago, is a rather sad 
indictment of tbe even greater- 
power of literary fashion. 


A cold fish 
out of water 

Roger Clarke on the posh 
conman who fooled himself 

Roll the Dice by Darius Guppy Blake Publishing, £15.99 


D eluded; arrogant; toff- 
Such adjectives have 
become surgically 
implanted in the name Guppy 
by the tender ministrations of 
tbe tabloid press, ever since the 
story of Darius’s spoof robbery 
hit the headlines in 1990. Pre- 
vious generations had known 
the name as the genus of a 
ferociously sexual tropical fish, 
and for the exploits of the 
amazingly fat Victorian 
medium of the Guppy tribe, 
who defied gravity to levitate 
around the rooms of Dicken- 
sian London. 

The grotesque medium is 
not mentioned by Guppy in his 
long list of illustrious ances- 
tors. which includes medieval 
clerics, tycoons from the indus- 
trial revolution and bushy- 
bearded Islamic scholars. 
Gupa, we learn, means “bright 
in battle”, from a Saxon word. 
It is certainly a swashbuckling 
monicker, which the young 
Darius took to heart from his 
earliest days: for example, at 
the age of 11, he ruthlessly 
harangued people to buy 
Union Jack stickers on the 
Kings Road, with all the air of 
a military operation. 

He dreamed of martial 
glory, of winning, of getting 
rich. “Boldness and cheek were 
essential ingredients for suc- 
cess,” he decided. Guppy felt 
trapped by the modem age and 
saw money was the only way of 
getting outside of it. 

Like many people of his 
background, he knew that 
many of the super-rich were 
only super-rich through bead- 
ing the rules. But bending the 
rules also meant not getting 
caught - ah important lesson 
from his schooldays. 

Never a good judge of peo- 
ple, he put his trust in a petty 
criminal Peter Risdon, who 
choreographed the robbery of 
£1.8 million worth of gems 


from his New York hotel. Later 
Risdon developed a grudge 
against his toff employer ana, 
picked up by the police on a 
separate matter, decided to 
shop Guppy in exchange for 

leniency. 

There can be little doubt the 
police loathed Guppy from the 
start, and that he encouraged 
them to loathe him. From the 
outset he started getting rou- 
tine harassment from them , 
and papers and photographs 
confiscated from his house 
during searches were sold to 
newspapers from police 
sources. 

Unfortunately for Guppy, 
most people aren’t much inter- 
ested in his tales against .the 
police (if you lie down with 
dogs you get up with fleas - as 
he discovered with Risdon). 
The means justify the ends: a 
popular moral ethic which, like 
much popular moral ethics, . 

has little to .do with law. : 

His friends are as puzzled by 
this book as his enemies, and 
Guppy has the fatal taleBt of 
being more dangerous to* his 
friends than his enemies ■- a 
curious feature in a man so 
preoccupied with Loyalty. Roll 
the Dice is replete with mawk- 
ish sentimentality, self-obses- 
sion and deceit. Guppy has 
some talent as a writer (his 
early poems were praised by 
Christopher Logue) yet he has 
allowed his mercenary 
instincts to monster his artis- 
tic ones. 

By co-writing the book with 
a tabloid journalist, he has 
produced a horrific hybrid. His 
faults are glaringly magnified 
by the dumb journalese, his 
more iconic and unusual qual- 
ities entirely dwarfed by the 
book’s money-garnering glee. 
Having fought with the press 
for so long. Guppy has become 
one of their creatures; and he 
doesn’t even realise it. 


Skirmishing in Spain on an unsentimental journey 

Penelope Lively enjoys a master craftsman’s despatches from the battlefield of life 


Blame Hitler by Julian Rathbone , Gollancz, £15.99 


J ulian Rathbone is the author of 
24 novels, of which a mere 
three are in print in paperback; 
probably his name is familiar only 
to those who base their reading on 
the public libraries. This is regret- 
table, because he is a writer of great 
flexibility, moving easily from the 
historical novel through thrillers to 
the sort of contemporary fiction 
with psychological overtones that 
we have here. Blame Hitler is a 
demonstration of that profession- 
alism which is invisible until you 
stand back and unravel exactly 
what has been done. 

Students of creative writing 
could take on the theme as a chal- 
lenge. Within 287 pages and a nar- 


rative time-span of around a fort- 
night, serve up convincing por- 
traits of two families, one contem- 
porary, one in the 1930s, evoke the 
atmosphere of a family holiday, 
blend in significant references to 
the Peninsula War and the Libyan 
campaign and underpin tbe whole 
with a meaningful correlation 
between private life and public 
events. 

Thomas Somers is pushing 60, 
married to a woman nearly 20 
years younger and with chfldreo of 
ten and 14. The four of them are 
on a motoring holiday in France: 
an unstructured affair which is to 
take them to Say with friends in the 
south and then possibly on into 


Spain, pandering to Thomas’s 
obsession with the Peninsula War. 
Throughout the trip, he drifts from 
the reality of family, friends and the 
scenes of the itinerant holiday to 
his internal wanderings, based on 
the edition of Wellington's 
despatches which he is reading 
(edited.by Jfrlian Rathbone, quo- 
tations duly acknowledged) and, 
even more significantly, his dis- 
turbed reflections about his child- 
hood. Within days Thomas will 
reach tbe age at which his father 
died; he finds this prospect deeply 
unsettling. 

Intimations of malign fate crop 
up from the start, with mounting 
gravity. First there are just the stan- 


dard mishaps of car keys appar- 
ently lost, the cap of the petrol tank 
left on the car roof, the near acci- 
dent that leaves everyone shaken 
out of holiday complacency. 
Thomas gets a bout of flu. More 
sinister - he bas rectal bleeding. 
Thomas’s bowel movements 
become a central matter of the nar- 
rative. 

My own reservations about 
Thomas are not that we have to 
spend an awful lot of time in the 
lavatory with him, but concern his 
personality. He comes across as 
distinctly unappealing andFm not 
sure that this is the author’s ihten- 
tiou. He is obsessive in every way 
- about his father, about the war. 


about sex. He is panicked by that 
looming climacteric - 60. The anx- 
ious sexual fanaticism lands him in 
trouble when he allows himself to 
believe that a young hippy who 
picks him up is seduced by his age- 
ing charms. He is for more tolera- 
ble when mulling over the memo- 
ries of his parents, which weave 
into the contemporary narrative 
and turn it into something more 
than a brisk account of a meander 
through France and into Spain. 

Thomas's father was a victim of 
history, his life “stained” by an 
event during his war service in the 
western desert But before that, he 
was betrayed by the social and eco- 
nomic climate: an Oxford graduate 


never able to earn a decent living, 
a man trapped by class and 
assumptions. Thomas is haunted by 
the conviction that his father was 
a better man than he is and also by 
a kind of grim rivalry. The final sec- 
tion takes Thomas off on his own 
into Spain, allowing for a defiantly 
appreciative account of a bullfight 
and some convincing drunken hal- 
lucinations of the Peninsula cam- 
paign. And even if the end seems 
an anti-climax, this is a shrewd and 
intricate narrative by a skilful nov- 
elist, admirably deft in its shifts 
from the inconsequential da ilia ess 
of the family holiday to the imme- 
diacies of childhood memory and 
battlefield experience. 


* 
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Audiobooks 



E Annie Proulx’s laconic writing 
is L-vcn better heard than read. 
Newfoundland eccentricities and 
the "four women in every man’s 
heart” come through sharp as ice 
in The Shipping News (Simon & 
Schuster, 4.5 his, £1 1.99), though 
its abridgement may lose 
newcomers a little sympathy for 
its outwardly fleshly, inwardly 
soulful hero, and Robert Joy’s 
voice occasionally flattens out. 

Critics wavered when dealt 
Accordion Crimes (S&S, 5 hrs, 

£1 1.99), Proulx’s sensual serial 
portrait of the immigrants that 
make up America. But its 
episodic form works well on 
audio, and Edward Hermann's 
reading is brilliantly sustained. 

Christina Hardyment 


Paperbacks 



By Christopher Hirst, Lucasta Miller and Boyd Tonkin 
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CivilWarLand in Bad Decline by 
George Sanders (Vintage, 

£5.99) Set in a dystopian future 
- though, being America, it 
could even be the present - this 
darkly satirical collection of six 
short stories and a novella 
explores the common theme of 
false reality. We are plunged 
into the hallucinogenic world of 
artificial memories and gimcrack 
theme parks, such the sleazy 
CivilWarLand of the tide story. 
This shifting territory has been 
well explored by writers from 
Michael Moorcroft to Ray 
Bradbury and in a host of 
science fiction films, but Sanders 
has an original voice and his 
insidious, twisted yams lodge in 
your mind like illicit dreams. 

Storms of Silence by Joe 
Simpson (Vintage, £7.99) After 
two aedaimed mountaineering 
books, there is a sense of peak- 
fatigue in this work which yokes 
together high-altitude jaunts in 
Nepal and Peru. Simpson’s 
particular shtick is being a 
tough-but-iendcr sort of guy, 
whether facing up to a drunk in 
Sheffield or slogging across 
alpine scree. But his moral 


qualms ("mountaineers are 
simply credit card adventurers”) 
are undermined by self- 
dramatisation, He certainty can 
write, though he has trouble 
ordering his material. Seeing the 
site of a natural disaster in Peru 
prompts an inappropiate seven- 
page memoir about a teenage 
visit to Belsen. 

Selected Letters by Lady Mary 
Woriley Montagu (Penguin 
D assies, £9.99) From passionate 
youth "Ay, Ay. as you say my 
Dear, Men are vile Inconstant 
Toads”) to wise old age. Lady 
Mary is one of the most 
entertaining of ail English letter 
writers. The famous set-pieces 
are here, such as descriptions of 
a female invasion of the House 
of Lords (The Duchess of 
Queensbuiy ...pished at the ill- 
breeding of a mere lawyer”) and 
a Turkish bath in Sofia (“I 
excus’d my selfe [by] opening 
my skirt and shewing them my 
stays”), alongside the fervent 
fusillade prompted by a mid-life 
infatuation with an Italian 
intellectual. Beautifully edited, 
these epistles glitter with wit 
and vitality. 


The French by Theodore Zeldin 
(HarvilL £7.99) This lengthy, 
amiable dissection of our 
mysterious, distrusted and 
envied neighbours has been 
constantly in print fb** 17 years. 
Most of its findings remain spot- 
on, though Bardot’s 1983 
statement that she “is now less 
demanding” has not proved to 
be the case. The 30 or so themes 
in the book are usually 
approached via profiles of 
individuals, which Zeldin 
fascinatingly expands: did you 
know that the French imported 
both kissing and handshaking 
from England? France becomes 
a more enjoyable and 
intelligible place to visit after 
reading this book, but the 
opaque cartoons serve as a 
reminder of the unbridgeable 
gulf between us. 

Keeper of Genesis by Robert 
Bairval and Graham Hancock 
(Mandarin, £6.99) In their first 
collaborative effort, these best- 
selling explorers of the arcane 
tackle the riddle of the Sphinx, 
which is usually dated to 
2pOOBC. They suggest that it 
has been re-carved from a figure 


dating back to 10,500 BC 
Together with the Great 
Pyramids, it may form an 
astronomical diagram from this 
time. The authors’ speculations, 
based on the phenomenal 
engineering prowess of the 
ancient Egyptians, make 
irresistibly enthralling reading. 
Sadly, the book is marred by 
silty, strident language: “the 
time has come to seek the 
buried treasure of our forgotten 
genesis and destiny”. Still, that’s 
what the readers want. 

Dared and Done: the marriage 
of Elizabeth Barrett and Robert 
Browning by Julia Markus 
(Bloomsbtny, £9.99) Julia 
Markus believes, quite rightly, 
that no amount of 20th-century 
demythologismg can exise the 
romance from the relationship 
between the Victorian poets 
Elizabeth Barrett and Robert 
Browning. Her lively account of 
their secret courtship in 
WImpole Street and subsequent 
life in Italy has enough in the 
way of new angles (if not new 
data) to intrigue. As well as 
homing in on Elizabeth's drug 
addiction and gullible 



Haft tries The Thbloid next 
L/Tbursday for details of the 
1997 Story of the Year 
competition. First prize is 
£2,000, with £500 for the two 
runners up - and to celebrate 
the competitioris fifth 
birthday, we will be awarding a 
special trophy to all three. The 


Can you write 
a winning 
short story 
for 6-9 year-old 
children? 


vanning story will be published 
in the Independent Magazine, 
and the top 10 stories will 
appear in an anthology from 
Scholastic Children’s Books. 

So sharpen those pencils- and 
find out oq Thursday about - 
the Director of the Albert 
Hall’s bedtime stories. 
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infatuation with spiritualism^ 
she has an original explanation 

for Mr Barrett’s famous refusal 

to allow his children to marry, 
linking it to his paranoid fear 
that the Afro-Caribbean blood 
in his family might surface in the 
form of a black grandchild 

The Pope’s Rhinoceros by 
Lawrence Norfolk (Minerva, 
£7.99) A vast intoxicating binge 


of a historical novel, spiced with 
fine dark comedy and stunning ; 
erudition. Our Baltic hero gets 
caught up in the decadence and. ", 
derring-do of the Renaissance. 
papacy, cl500. The Pope craves- 
a rhino, and the quest for the . 
beast allows Norfolk to unleash 
a cornucopia of sub-plots and _ 
digressions. Grass arid Eco 
spring to mind - but so do the - 
mighty red herrings of Sterne. 
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Skiing 

The British Museum’s 
new Money Gallery ....16 
How does your aubergine 
grow? Gardening 18 
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Standing still in Xinjiang - the Taldamafcan Desert bristles with the remains of mined cities 


PHOTOGItVPH: MARTIN UUCKLfcY 


Across the treacherous sea of sand 



New Year bb|*ite in China this week. Martin Buckley celebrates with a Silk Road short-cut 
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T here was a map on the wall 
behind the reception desk of the . 
Oasis Hotel in IWpani It showed 
the vast ThkJamakan Desert, with 
the twin legs of the Silk Road running 
north and south of iL Joining them 
together, roughly in the middle, was a 
black line drawn on with a felt-tip. 

“What” I asked the receptionist, “is 
that tine?” 

She turned and looked at the map. “If s 
the new road.” 

I stared in disbelief. Taklamakan 
means, in the local Uighur language, “You 
go in butyou don't come oot*. It isa noto- 
rious, oven-hot sand sea lying at the west- 
ern extreme of the Gobi Desert. Tb think 
of the Chinese government taking the 
trouble to construct a road from nowhere 
' to nowhere, across hell itself . . . 

■•Jffty have they built it?” I asked. 

. She shrugged. She didn’t know or care. 
Outside, the sun was beating down on 
leafy streets. The oasis of Ibrpan is one 
of the delightful surprises of Western 
China. Its warm climate and pavements 
lined with cates and restaurants give you 
the feelmgyou are on the Mediterranean 
rather than in a desert 
Turpan ties on what was once the Silk 
Road. The ancient trade route is now a 
tourist attraction, and though foreigners 
are not exactly flocking to the Thkla- 


makan, I predict they soon will. At one 
end of the desert lies Kashgar, the leg- 
endary dty that was once the centre of 
Great Game intrigues between the British 
and Russian empires, and whose mag- 
nificent Sunday market is a spectacle that 
still feels closer to the 19th century than 
the 20th. At the other end ties Dunbuang. 
a dty with superb Buddhist cave paintings 
and towering sand-dunes on which you 
can ride a camel or even paraglide. 

Dunbuang is now an established tourist 
centre, but is as fer west as most visitors 
to China go. Kashgar, 1,000 miles of sand 
further on, is deep in Central Asia, closer 
to Tehran or Delhi than Peking. 

The oases ringing the Thklamakan 
have romance, history and - in the right 
season -a delightful climate. What most 
do not yet have is tourist infrastructure. 

Itirpan is an exception. Its range of 
hotels and eating places sets it apart It 
seems to have more joie de \ivre than 
other towns, a sense of identity and a rel- 
ish in being different What makes Tbr- 
pan different is the grape, which has been 
grown here for centuries. Vines have been 
trained across the main streets to turn 
them into grape-tunnels. There are tours 
of the vin^rards with their extraordinary 
underground irrigation tunnels, and even 
an annual grape festival. 

But if you wonder how much of Thr- 



Turpan, city of street life and mosques 


PHOTOGRAPH: MARTIN BUCXLEY 


pan’s jolly street life has to do with the 
most celebrated grape derivative - wine 
-you will firmly be told, nothing. Thrpan 
is, like all of the central Asian provinces 


stop the town’s pavement cates from dish- 
ing out beer like tap water. 

One of Tbrpan’s most famous rites is 
the Emin mosque, dominated by a 


of China, Muslim, and Muslims do not remarkable minaret dating from 1777. 
drink alcoboL But this injunction does not Made entirely from brick, and covered 


with decorative brick patterns, it rises 
from a massive base and tapers like a 
parsnip. Outside, in the shade of the vine 
trellises, hawkers recline on straw mats - 
jumping up to offer chilled watermelon 
or the carved daggers which seem to be 
Turpan 's main non-viticultural export. 

Nearby, the desert bristles with die 
remains of cities dating from a millennium 
ago, when the area was Buddhist The 
frescoes and statues of Dunhuang were 
protected because it remained an active 
centre of Buddhist worship, but the rest 
of the sites around the Taklamakan were 
ransacked in the early years of this cent- 
ury. When the outside world heard 
tumours of an unknown Buddhist culture 
buried in a remote and barbaric desert 
region, a manic race began between the 
world's great museums to be the first to 
discover the sites. 

Explorers such as the Briton Sir Aurel 
Stein (on whom Indiana Jones is said to 
be based) and the German Albert Von le 
Coq launched expeditions that resulted in 
extraordinary acts of heroism, and numer- 
ous deaths. Ibday, the Chinese fed about 
the whole episode much the way the 
Greeks feel about the Elgin marbles. Yet 
even though the desert cities have been 
stripped of their statues and murals, they 
remain mysterious and beautiful. 

Not many tourists travel the 20 miles 


along an unmade road to the shares of a 
giant salt lake which lies at the bottom of 
the Turpan Depression, the lowest point 
m Asia. As the sun set I walked out across 
the salt crust, until it cracked, plunging me 
up to my knees in saline goo. My taxi 
driver, after his initial alarm, doubled over 
in laughter, and as wc drove back to Tuv- 
pan my trouser-legs dried into rock-hard 
pillars of salt. 

But what about that alleged road 
across the Taklamakan Desert? Eventu- 
ally I found a travel agent who knew 
about it The road was not yet complete, 
he said, but f could definitely cross the 
desert by it. As for why anyone should 
have built a road across 300 miles of sand 
dunes, the reason was a recently-discov- 
ered reseivoir of wealth lying under the 
sand: oil. 

It was impossible to hire a car without 
a driver, and the driver I found backed out 
on the morning we were due to leave, hav- 
ing had second thoughts about crossing 
a desert that generations before him had 
every reason to fear. 

Next I located a madcap Tibetan whose 
attitude was so cavalier thai / had to per- 
suade him to bring along some spare 
water for the radiator. This was at dawn 
the next morning, when wc reached an oil- 
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China in your hands 

Desert directions The best times to 
visit the Thklimakan are spring and 
autumn. The main dty of the region 
is UrumqL This is one of the 
hardest places in the world to reach 
from Britain, with only infrequent 
air connections via Ahnaty. Baku, 
Islamabad, Moscow or Pelting. A 
round-trip ticket via Peking with an 
operator such as Silk Steps (0117- 
940 2800) costs around £650. 

Martin Buckley left China from 
Kashgar to northern Pakistan, via 
the tortuous mountain pass known 
as the Karakoram Highway. It’s not 
unknown for travellers with time to 
spare to % to Gil git in Pakistan, 
cross the Karakorum to Kashgar, 
and cross back to Pakistan for the 
return leg The London Flight 
Centre (0171*727 4290) can sell you 
a flight to Islamabad for. around 
£500; the mountain-hopping return 
flight to Gilgjt costs a mere £50. 
Getting to the rest of China The 
best fore is on the twice-weekly Air 
China service (ttoee times each 
week from April), available for 
around £475 return through 
spedalist discount agents such as 
Regent Holidays (0117*921 1711). 
There may be good offers on 
indirect routings such as oa Swissair 
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via Zurich - if you don’t mind 
changing planes, phone around. 

There are some excellent deals 
for Hong Kong and elsewhere in 
the region. Quest Worldwide has a 
fare on Emirates from London or 
Manchester via Dubai to Hong 
Kong for around £400 including tax. 
Bridge The World (0171-911 0900) 
has a flexible-ticket on Gulf Air 
taking in Bangkok and Singapore as 
well as Hong Kong for around 
£500, i£you fly out before 14 June. 


taksionrawroaO wnniite 
i Taklamakan desert , 


Red tape British passport holders 
need a Chinese visa. It is most 
easily obtained through tbe China 
Travel Service, 7 Upper St Martin's 
Lane, London WC2H 9DL (0171- 
S36 9911); by post, this agency 
charges £15 on top of the normal 
£25 fee for a single-entry tourist 
visa. Allow a week for processing. 
Reading Chino: a Travel Survival Kit ■ 
(Lonely Planet, £16.99). A new 
edition of the Rcrugh. Guide to China 
(£15.99) will be published in March. 
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The big idea 
in city breaks 

What makes Iceland's vibrant capital. Reykjavik, 
THE European dty break destination at '97? Firstly, 
on your doorstop you have Europe^ most stunning 
scenery, big geysers, big waterfeUs, big hot 
lagoons. But Reykjavik is last gaining a big 
reputafiem as a Svely dty with a Wg entertainment scene, five 

music, theatre, art and traditional crafts. 

Scheduled flights only ZVi hrs from Heathrow, 2 hrsfrom 
Glasgow. Holiday prices from £299 Heaihncw, £280 Glasgow 
inc. flights, 2 nights, hotel accommodation, transfers and 
local taxes. 

See your local travel agen t or, for brochure, cal our24hr 
brochure fine 0181 255 7373 or return the coupon to: 

kxtenaBmkmUnilM5.4aUamnaaRo^ — ----- 

K«gsfcyKjport-77i8mes, Surrey (02 7£L 
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refining complex where huge clouds ofbfl- 
lowing, orange flame challenged the early 
morning sun. The only shop was an old 
caravan, from the back of which a grumpy 
young woman emerged in her night- 
dress, rubbing the sleep from her eyes, to 
sell us a crate of water bottles. We were 
stopped at an armed police roadblock, but 
allowed to pass. Then we drove south, into 
the Taklamakan. 

The dunes slowly grew into monsters 
hundreds of feet high. Hot air rushed in 
through the open windows, drying our lips 
to parchment, and making us crave water. 
Occasionally a road sign pointed to an oil- 
well invisible in the dunes, or a heavily 
laden oil-tanker thundered past us. 

Romantically, I felt rather guilty to be 
driving across the desert. This infamous 
sand sea, one of the world’s most won- 
derful natural phenomena, had been 
humbled by a strip of tarmac. But as we 
drove, that feeling was tempered by 
respect for the men who had built the 
road. It is a great feat of engineering, 
crossing shifting sand dunes which have 
been stabilised by driving a gigantic patch- 
work of dried grass deep into them. Even 
so, men and bulldozers labour constantly 
in terrible heat to keep the invading drifts 
from closing the road. We passed the 
camps where they live - tiny huts hun- 
dreds of miles from any sign of ordinary 
human life. It is one of the most arduous 
existences I have encountered. 

My driver’s daredeviliy turned out to 
have its limits. At one o'clock we stopped 
for lunch among some of the highest 
dunes, and I announced that I was going 
for a walk. His expression showed that he 
thought I was mad I waded into the desert 
for perhaps a mile, beyond his anxious 
hooting. At the top of a tall dune 1 sat and 
stared west into an ocean of sand. The 
desert had an untouched, monochro- 
matic beauty. I was alone, at a spot 
where surely no human being had been 
before. 

Towards evening we reached the unfin- 
ished section of the road, and drove 20 
miles over dirt track. It was dusk when we 
reached the southern Silk Road. Here 
there are remote communities where 
almost all of the native Uighur men wear 
their traditional dress - frock coats and 
tall black fur hats - and the main mode 
of transport is the donkey cart. 

As we drove through the dusk, I won- 
dered how long it would be before the oil 
industry, television and tourism will drag 
this unspoilt desert region into the mod- 
ern age. One thought, however, kept 
occurring to me: perhaps, one day, the oil 
will run out and keeping the road open 
will become prohibitively expensive. And 
then the tireless desert will reclaim the 
road across the Taklamakan, just as it has 
swallowed so many cities in the past. 
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Kate Weidmann travelled from Hong Kong aboard a Chinese container ship 


I t’s the best view you're going to get 
of Shanghai. The Hai Hua arrives at 
midnight at the mouth of the 
Huangpu river and anchors for the 
last-night karaoke party. Small Chinese 
girls in party frocks come up on stage to 
dance; the ship's crew do a mixture of 
stand-up, sword dancing and drag rou- 
tines that have the Chinese audience in 
fits of laughter. A highlight of the evening 
is when the one and only disco track 
comes on and Westerners clutching their 
Tsing Tao beers are cheered on to the 
dance floor - a 6ft blonde Belgian and an 
Israeli grandmother dancing gamely to 
Snoop Do g gy Dogg. 

Early in the morning the boat puffs up 
the river, with the gleaming pink Orien- 
tal Pearl TV tower soaring on the east- 
ern Pudong bank. The famous row of old 
colonial banks and customs houses that 
form the Bund emerge from the morn- 
ing haze straight ahead. 

The Hai Hua takes two-and-a-half 
leisurely days from Hong Kong to Shang- 
hai. Time to sit on the blue-and-white- 
striped deckchairs and watch the coast of 
China roll past on the port side of the 
boat; time to be carried back and forth 
on the single wave created in the small 
swimming pool (filled with sea water 
every day); time to read a large number 
of paperbacks from the “library" in the 
mah-jong room. Time to wonder why, 
with all these hours available, we have to 
have lunch at i 1.20am. Breakfast is at 
7.30am. dinner at 5.50pm, as the charm- 
ing crew relentlessly remind you. tapping 
at your cabin door and fluting “You come 
breakfast/lunch/dinner now!” 

The boat is part container carrier, part 
passenger vessel. Accommodation is in 
shades of the Seventies: yellows, browns, 
orange and lime green, but dean, with 
crisp linen and hot showers. The food is 
Chinese-canicen style, with first-class 
passengers able to choose two out of 
three dishes on offer, while hoi polloi get 
one. The small shop sells tea, noodles, 
sweets, biscuits, canned fruit, cigarettes 
and writing paper. 

Being a good Chinese boat, there is a 
multi-layered system of privilege and 
price. Economy class is 16-bed dorm- 
itories, third dass is six to eight beds, sec- 
ond class divides into B class with four 
people and A class with two. Spend your 
money on first dass and you get big, 
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End of the Journey: Shanghai’s Yangpu Bridge arching over the Huangpu River 


PHOTOGRAPH; STUART FRAJVKUN/MAGNUM 


comfy chairs, long windows with a good 
view, and a fridge - a facility one sens- 
ible gent made much use of, disappear- 
ing after each meal to top up with fine 
cheeses and wines he had thoughtfully 
carried aboard Regardless of class of 
cabin is the little yellow ribbon attached 
to yotir door to denote “foreigner inside”. 


You arrive rested, within 20 minutes’ 
walking distance of the Bund and with 
the crew lined up to wave goodbye while 
the public address system translates the 
farewell speech with the closing words 
“Goodbye, dear passengers, goodbye’’. 
Definitely more fun than being just 
another cipher at the airport 


The latest information we have is that the 
boat leaves Hong Kong on the 5, 15 and 
25 of each month at midday, arming in the 
early morning three days later. The return 
trip from Shanghai leaves at 3pm on 10. 
20 and 30 of the month, arming at mid- 
day in Hong Kong three days later. This pro- 
gramme varies seasonalh'. 


Journey costs (asgfven by China Merchant 
Shaping Hong Kong) range from from first 
class Ail HKS1.S50 (£154) ny third class 
HKS850 (£69). Tickets are available from 
China TrmH Service, Central, Hong Kong, 
or China Merchant Shipping, 152-155 
Connaught Road. Central, Hong Kong 
(00 852 2852 7688, fax 2541 1462). 
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LONDON/BEIJING NON-STOP THIRD FLIGHT STARTS ON 1st APRIL '97 
NEW WEEKLY NON-STOP HEATHROW/HONG KONG SERVICE STARTS 

31 st MARCH '97 

Tel: 01 71 630 091 9 or see your travel agent Fax: 01 71 630 7792 

IACO MEDAL-HOLDERS - 43 YEARS SAFE FLYING 
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ACTION HOLIDAY lot 1 5 year 

oWs- Superb centres In Surrey. 
Stott* & Lancs. 1 le * stall ratio. 
Free broenuro Teiopngne : 01706 
B14SM Umydma) 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Dually 
hoHdayavUt Ml oockup.W.onds 
or longer. For Brocfc (01449) 
731565 

WHEELY WONDERFUL Cycling & 
Walking hoHdnya. ScxopsMia. For 
Colou r Brochure Tol 01568 
770755 

UK Active HoJh&ya fr CB7. Call Qrv 
nomon Adventure. 01932 849231. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hanfc. Lux boats. (01 258) 783691. 

BRITAIN'S BEST Sait Dftvn Narrow- 
boat Holidays. widest choice. 
Begin ners v ery welcome. Tol 
01905 736635. 

AWARD WINNING NARROW- 
BOATS from 4 acoaiMflt bases, 
tourist board graded. Short 
breaks and longer. Bran tm 
(0131)4452909 
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■ Widest choico - Over 4-000 
quality cottages to choose 
from throughout Britain 6 
Ireland. 


> lours OF 1995 PRICES HELD. 
Holidays from £85 per week 
or C60 per Short Break por 
property. 

• Pets welcome at many 
cottages. 

Call today for your 
FREE brochure. 
OubOh* Cod* OHMI 


°1282 445729 


English Country 
Cottages 


An un rivalled 
choice id England 1 * 
lord ml area*. 
Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 
Ring 

101455) 852222 
QUUTE ETTMMHnl 


Cornish ’Traditional 
Cottages 

Self-catering 
collages 

on both coasts ^ 
of Cornwall and on Scilly 
Rw jnttr FREE bredrare ftee 
01208 872559 
UBiarnira, amreux plh ear 
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CORNWALL Spadafists. choose 
from over 360 cottages. 012B2 
445736 (UH121) 

DEVON ft SOMERSET Specialists. 
Choose from over 500 cottages. 
01282 445726 (UH12ZI 

W.END RETREAT SALCOMBE. 
Cosy Coach H’sa U/Tfr CH. W.B. 
Stove. Sips 4. Parlies Court hse 
and Lodge. 51 pc 9-20. 01530 
242409. 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Bams, pod. bar. Tel 01S46S6Q964 
CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hoi oil the press new 1997 beet 
ever colour brochure. Phone 
nowl I 01759 702201 
CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 col- 
lages throughout. (01752) 
26071 1. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE 10 the 500 
best value cottages In Devon 
(01271) 78322. 

DrrTTSHAM DARTMOUTH. Charac- 
ter house. Superb river views. 3 
beds. Garden. Ideal sailing, got). 
Dog wdoomo. Tol 01948 581 139 
About time you had a break? Well 
look no further. We have aver 1 00 
delightful character cottages In 
kfyfflc unspoilt areas of Devon ft 
DoraoL CaB Toad Hall Collages 
01546 853069 


FOWEY'POLHUAN. Charmmg 
waterstde cottages. Superb views. 
Central Heating. Dinghies avail- 
able. Pets welcome. 01579 
344G67 


RIVER DART, s/caccom tar up to 12 
Easter. Juty'Aug . I01B03) 722 352 
CORNWALL TRADITIONAL CITTtl 
colleges on peaceful farm. 6m 
Pori Issac and beaches. Horse 
rating and eyeing aval Tel 01208 
850500 

HOSCASTLE'PT .ISAAC. CtTttl Idyf- 
9c cotL CH, Ingtenook Ike. heated 
a/ pool, private gdm. 01840 
213509 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hoi Bit the press new 
1997 best ever col our bro chure. 
Phone nowll 01 756 702208 
PATTER DALE HALL ESTATE offers 
range of e/e accom on private 300 
acre Estate. Sel between UBewa- 
isr and Hehwllyn. Brochure 
(017684) 82309. (24 hr) or tea. 
RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES In a 
secret corner of Southern Lake- 
brnd-TekOI 5395 38*75 
HJLLTHWAfTE HOUSE, Winder- 
mere. Thombanow Road, ovar- 
kxtidng lake. AD roams ensutte 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) SaMi- 
iHe TV, Kamaklng, Sauna. Tylo 
Steam Room and heated Indoor 
pool soloty for our gu e sts' use. 
2nlghts. 5eourse dinner BAB 
btd.VAT only C99, Sntghts only 
D3ft Brochure: 015394 43838 
BOOT, ESKDALE . Award winning 
character cortagss In Lakelands 
finest Valley. Tel (01948)723100 
EDEN . An oasis of peace In the 
heart at 2 national perks 
(Lakes/Dales). Free 63 pegs 
accommodation guide. Eden 
Tourism. 01271 22214 (24hra) 
CUMBRIAN COTTAGES, 200 Lake- 
land Cottages. ETB Inspected. 
New brochure 01226 599550 
PRIVATELY OWNED BUNGALOW 
at Hewkashead nr Ambleeide pho- 
tos 4- detals TeL (0161) 7486140 


THE BLAKE NEY 
HOTEL 

kl/IAC *** ET1 fiw Qvm CaranM 
Bbkcucv. Nr. HA. NeriMk. 
Chrrtooiinf National Tnm 
Harbour, iradilional privnldy 
owned Iricndl) hold with W 
bedrooms. GfL healed indoor 
poo), spa baih. saunas and mini 
gym Relax, walk, <aiL ptay gotf. 
explore the Norfolk rilUgex. 
countryside and coasL 
Sperid rates for Seaior ClUzeas 
Midweek aid Weekend Breaks 
Brochure: 01263 740797 


•Brighton for lovers 11 

Passionate, romantic, 
exciting and fiat - 
Brighton's Uk perfect place 
to fall in love. For 
Valentine's breaks, get Uk 
B righton & Hove magazine 
„ call 0345 573512 
1 _ (34 hr local me) 
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hi the footsteps of Marco Polo 


WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA- S/c COt- 
lage sleeps 4 4-1 + cot Dog* wel- 
come. Own car perk. Weekly 
Ids/ short breaks. Tel: (01485) 


SEDUESCOMBE. BrtekwoU Hotel nr 
Barite. Tudor Manor. 
WhitH/Sprfrig breaks. 2 nights 
£90 pp DBftB. 3rd nt sccom Ires, 
pay EZ5 only tor dinner ft break- 
Iosl RAC restaurant nmd 81 -9G. 
Tel (01 424) 870253 . 


tsndsape of western China. 
23 days from tte Forbidden Qty 
to the bazaars of Kashgar, 
tromthe end of the Great DU to 
the wastes of die Gobi and the 
heiftitsofttePanirs. 


20 days In the Middle Kingdom, 
through a world of gardens, earufc, 
and water borne vtlajes to the 
Venice of the East ■ Suzhou - where 
phBoMutiierv and mandarins retired. 
Plus the splendoure of the Forttiddeu 
Qty. the Terracotta Army the sights 
of Shanghai and Hong Kong and a 
cruise through the magical 
mountains of GufSn. 


When you have viewed (he 
splendours of the Great Wall and 
the Forbidden Cfty and the 
savoured the delights of the StHBn 
and Hong Kong, reche to the 
timeless peace of AnhuL Far off the 
beaten track among the clouds of 
the Yellow Mountain and the lanes 
nfandqmriBages. 
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Select departures oo 
»5 MaK *0 ltd. 3 » Aug 1997 
Pitas front £3395 


Select depart u res on 13 Apr, 
10 Aug. 7 Sep, 5 Oct 1997 
Prices from £2059 


Northumbria 


Select departures am 13 Ape; 
j 50 Ang.7 Sep, 5 Oct 1997 
Prices fmm £1759 
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SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
York Dales. Lakes. Peak*. Syheo 
Cottages 01244 345700. 


Pembrokeshire 


LITTLE HAVEN. Wed equipped *t- 
lage house, steeps 6. TOO yds 
beach. TeL Shore (01.432) 382121 


(day) or (01497) 821376 (eve) 
STUNNING LOCATION, Newport 


Welsh Country 
Cottages 


i AN vl N rivalled choice 
■n the bat anas of Wale 


in the brat areas of Wales. 
Free 68 page 
colour brochure. 
1136(0990) 851122 
ISBL QUOTE T326 (MHnl 


A taste of the Orient as It's meant to be 


For tours uf OMaa, talk to the asports. 
Phone 24 hour hodtiie Cur 
Our Superb brochure 
01233 ZU818 


★ China Travel Swvice (UK) Ltd 
CTS House, 7 Upper St Martins tue, 
London WCaH oDL 

CTS 0171-836 »u Fax: 0171-836 3121 


Bay, Pombs. views long sandy 
beach ArcMlocts Haled 1BC 


beach ArcMloct's Haled 1BC 
suraiy cottage 2-8, Broeh. 01239 
620277 


K1NGSBRIDGE. Pretty cottage 
dose la estuary end town. From 
Cl 00 pw. Phone 01 81 6550728 


Scotland 


WATERFRONT house Falmouth, 
deeps 6. spadoiw. 01B72 261522 


Ireland 


Country Cottages 

in Ireland 

A \i Miii'AL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry. 
Cork, CLurc &i Galway. 
Free full colour brochure. 
RlNC (COQC) S 5 1 16b 
Quote gjmi ri* Hr.) 

Or Tent J. - 

C-tiMH C.TTUU.I-. lu: asi . 
Dirr 631. TO B«o I A 



Country Cottage, 
in Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 


properties in (he most 
beautiful areas of Scotian 


rauiiful areas of Scotland. 
FUEM PACE UOCHUIIt 

RJNG109«»0) 851133 
Quote S4;i m Hr.) 


JOYCES IRELAND: Unique wsUng 
hafldeys. Discover the hidden Ire- 
land. Tel 01934 823017 

(Brochure) 

CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL. Con- 
nemara. Co. Galway. Begant 
oasis by the sea. Tel: 
00353.95.31 DOE Fax 31077 

IRELAND Spedatists. Choose from 
over go eonageo. 01282 445725 
(UH131) 

WHERE can you see ttre Giants 
CaUMmy, walk in 8>e Mountains 
Of Mourns or Cruise on Lough 
Erne? Tel 0800 282982. 

ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1997 
10a page brochure now ovaMdo. 


WBm 


The Peak District 



BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Over IDO idf catering collages, 
some sleep up to 30. Mayless 
than £50 per weekHgh season. 

01874 676446 



SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lieyn 
pennUisula Coastal and country 
eoitogae and (annhouHB. Nefyn 
HoOdeys 01758 720574 


PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In ipilet 
Dumfrelsahlra coraervatSoti vil- 
lage. Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 
Highly commanded 5 Crowns. 
From CISOpir. 01848 5BE28 

1SUJY. COTTAGE SLPS S overlook- 
ing sandy beach. (014E1) 844708 
Evenings only. 

ISLE OF MULL Tobermory. Ur brav- 
gaiow. Sips 6. Avail for holiday 
lets. E27Bpw. Brochure 01688 
302276 

SCOTLAND Spadallats. Choose 
horn over S40 cottage*- 01292 
445726 (UHI27) 


TENBY. Saundenfoot S Prnn- 
broheahke. 4(H) Individual self 
catering homes near beautiful 
beaches and couTOyMde. Frtnfc B 
Mason, Dapl ifl, SLhiOan SL 
Tenby. 01934 S4GOOO (Mhra). 


H.WALES 1,000 cottagao, etc 
Manna, Shews, Snowdonia 
TouriSL 01756 701 702 
ANGLESEY ft SNOWDONIA. Uenal 
Halfday Cottages tor 2-20. 
Brodkfft 01248 717135. 

SUPERB COTTAGES 

WaMeJti’umbrla.Dalea.LalreB.Pea 
ks Sykes Cottagee 01244 345700 
GOWER. Mumbles. Swansea 120 
cottagao. houses, flab. Home 
from Home 91792 380824. 


WALES Specialists. Choose tram 
over 410 cottage*. 01282 446728 
(UH128) 



HALF-PRICE bargain breekfl. 
Gower, Idyllic 17C bumhoura, 
onsulte dinner B&B £1750, Lie 
Bar, tag-fliM, AA/RAC 3" com- 
mended, "Which? 1 bast B&B, 
broch 01 289 585640 


CHMA- our trevoews love U Acflve 
& adventurous inure lor sms! 
groups. 3 we eks , fatty es corte d, 
frequent departures, routes incL 
river enttaot, oycBng £ famwtays- 
The Ire eg fawthe TrwvaOar 0181 
742 3049. 


Vm 


Par East 



Yorkshire & The Dales 


pSIES 


IHEIPFULHOUDAYS 


KW^SaadCMST... 

■X- Se! utmng hofccfry -X- 

properties In rirdtettksn 
, hom Bronte, Henisi .* 


“PEAK COTTAGES' Quality S/C 
accom. m Derbyshire Dales and 
Pools. Brochure 01142 630777 
PEAK DISTRICT Specialists. 
Choose from ovar 200 cottages. 
01282 448726 (UH1 28) 


. Don't forget 
to mention 
• The Independent • 
when replying to , 
adverts 


for TBstCoeatry srif -eeierieg. 
Huge anew i4aperc» canagek 

hOUCl OBI ■ fon 

A! vwfcDy doenbed 4 ear t u rf 
OterhwfwM 

01647 433535 


★ hum Bronte. Herrtoi .* 

■and Heartbeat Courcy yg 
UlheCaaL 


4r + 



Slone Boma. Sleep 4 to 17. pets 
welcom e, brochure 0000 854309. 


COTTAGES Yorkshire tod. York. 
Cotour Brochure 01945 587880 l 


If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 


WEST COUNTRY COTTAGES. 
Lends End to the New Forest 
Coastal, Moorland & Wsterofcfe 
Location. Td 01626 333078. 


HAWES, WENSLEYDA1E. 40 Couth YORK OVER 25* OFF. Haworth 
try Cottages. Pats watcoms. Court Hotel. Brochure 01 904 
Brochure. 01908 657 054 48SI88 


SUPERB oottegn. Yorks Doles. 
Nortfsanbrick Lakoo, Peake. Sykes 
Cottagea 01244345700. 


0171 293 2222 
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StmplB the beat for iaSarai 
holloa#* to: 

Botswana 

Zambia and Mala wi 

Mozambique 
Na mi bia and Zimbabwe 
Sonth Africa 
Tanzania 

Tel: 0181 343 3283 Fax: 0181 343 3287 

@ See o«r website to4tfftnrwxlcav«ago«a 

Qadd Hbnaa, Arcadia Avenue jjjp 

LondonN32TJ @-55r 




ICELAND Fantastic 

A mM wpancSrtg fraflday 
oakUi nmonw scenery, 

thglng trash air.lratlaaQona 
and rratpfflcar* waterfafls! 
And (b b* on the doorstep al 
Ihevtofart capital Reykjavik . 
wMeh Id THE happening otiw 
bjaakd aaanattonwttiteaio j 
ontwtBfcmtart scans. Ffigns 
from Heritmwand-etasgow. 
Return tf» reader reply or cal 
Jcetendalr Holidays 
brochurefine on 
0181 255 7373 



TUSCANY, UMBRIA 

AND COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 

We bare bk of tbe final prints vitas 
k fmabmsa iB with nrimang pooh fa 
Tasraaj sod LWsia. From tbe and to 
the CMmujjide md from apsnmts la 
Vatin. Florence ad Raw we vffl cater 
to . you ind iv idua l icqaBcaenla. 
-Brodtait prices ami knowledge at we 
only deal wiffc die owners (greet 

TUSCANY NOW Tel: 0171 112 m ta mi m «u 




TRAVELBAG ADVENTURES 


THIS YEAR join a small 
group holiday off the 
beaten track. Middle East 
Africa, Asia, Southeast 
Asia, North America and 
Latin America. PLUS a 
brand new. adventure tour 
to Thailand from £755 
including Rights. 

For .your FREE brochure 
and full details call: - - 

01420 541007 

(Regular Slide Presentations, 
Open 7 days a week). @ 



MEUSE 

»*** *t ta mu tor 
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DRAGOMAN 
OVERLAND 
JOURNEYS 
V * African Safruia from 3 
weeks 

* African Overland up to 36 
weeks 

* India from 2 to 20 weeks 

* London to Kathmandu up 
to 15 weeks 

* AD the Americas from 2-26 
weeks 

* Camping and/or hotel 
accommodation 

Dragoman, 1 Camp Green. AIT7K T m 

Debenbam, Suffolk IP14 SLA >HllO i Ll 
Tel: 01728 861133 *831/7. 


-7 ' j 


SPECIALIST GREECE 








Tbr belter parts of Greece* 
Quieter zns {mainland and 
islands) off the Inuriu -beaten 
track. 

Fararfy-ron botch and 
apanmeau dose to (he res. 

Plus walking, windsurfing, 
sailing, paiaiing. island bopping, 
flexible (ly-driws. Da} flights 
from Galrrick and Hcalhnra. 
Specialists store JV~4. 

Teh 0181 847 4748 (24br) 

Sunvil bit Saks Lid. (j> 
UTA V«l» ATCtt M LATA AITO 


IViixc!' ; / 

cviHucuon 


The Travel CoOecdon 
provides quafiiy holidays at 
pnoea that represent 
nnbatabta value for money, 
In oar Traveller's Guide' 
jm will Dud informative 
desmpUns and nttrestme 
iiiacmies for over 25 
1 countries Tan g in y god 
China to the Caribbean and 
kcfand to India. 

For you bee copy of the 


a:*>i 


Latin 

America 





an 

ii v is 
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ClTA IlA's ITALY 

| : Remoatk Sorrean 

ITALY 


^ . ■. liM lit Sorrear* 

VLY • 

. ’ UB *P° at SarOala 

: Eaehoatmg Tateaaj 

Historic Cities 

jBBR ead match more ia oar 1997 

itfti aad CHy Break Bro cbam. 
T BrodBKfacRcflNDBR 

01235 824354 

Ckotia 

TheLcatoamimSpectato f 

AtTA VOMXIPL3SIATAA1TD V 


ISLANDS 


THE REAL GREECE 

Vtak® up to the real Greece In onw 
of our trodWonc* vitas. beachfront 
(^artmants or sooMbv studios ki 
chamUng villages on ftcdkLUesvos, 
Leftada Crete and Zoia^thos. 
Or try cocmopoUan Parga or Bvety 
Undos on Rhodes. 

PhooeDbect 
Greece now. 

01817851234 ® 



Club 


y 


» * C -•*w- 


Choose from 80 
destinations wodd wide . 
for the uhhnate aD- 
indusive summer 
holiday where one price 
includes: Return flights 
and transfers, full board 
(mduding wine with 
meals), sports, tuition. 
Childrens Clubs, 
evening entertainment 
and insurance. 
totoOrta o, 
H455UE202 

cub m- soar imn 



Voyages of 
Discovery 

loin Voyages of Discovery 
on Aegean land visit 
some of the most 
fascinating sites and cities 
in the world - Retra, 
Luxor, Jerusalem, 
Damascus— and many 
more. 

24 hour brorhut dine 

01293 43304L 

ATOL3M7 (g) 




j 



tS CYCLING & 
"» WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

Leisurely tours through 
beautiful Bavaria and 
The Black Forest. 
Hand picked hotels. 

- — . ^ Bicycles provided. 

Lug^ge Transported 

REE BROCHURE FROM BENTS 
BICYCLE A WALKING TOURS | 










The train 


is the most 





economical way of travelling 
around HoUand. Our 
brochure is full of ideas on 
where to go. So cal) now lor 
a free copy, information 
and/or tickets — 


-■ . hoiland ra^ . ; 0 . 

01962 7 7364,t6,J 




An Island of 
spectacular 
Mountain Peaks, 
Forests, Rivers 
and beautiful, 
secluded Beaches. 

• Auberges 

• Mountain Inns 
• Villas 

• Fly-Drive @ 

017X385 8438 

AtolS334 




The perfect 
family holiday at 
98 of Europe's 
finest sites with 
Children's Clubs, 
luxurious mobile 
homes and 
spacious 
4-bedroom 
Supertents. ^ 

Brochuxeline 
0181 395 8565 





V / A I KIN i 

• j 1 \ ' K\ >t‘t 


WALKING HOLIDAYS 
IN EUROPE 

■ A wop 1 rf pmfctl «aUans IwidKa 

FKjO) rtult mliW-. 1>> Bmrioin 

bin. nro.7 aprrimii Ec-Ii.t 
upcokuv Uf Lrj*n 

■ Aibil> dun- d* i«n upr» if 
vatn, laiinu; hr^l 

dulkaynn- 

• Half Board jiuinOMliMn 

iklWlduil (hr <pmvi Jnd uuoiiT 

■m 

■ Scimlufc'd (Is^itK a; duL<< iiu 
osnlmTl jnanfcnma, 

■ Cluj: Incttjnn. Eon 5 c 

fur. i timrhua-rim 

01S1 905 93SS tS4hr» 

^ri)Tv...w 



Quality villages, 
cottages and 
farmhouses 
throughout Spain 
and Portugal. 

Andalusia* Cantabria 
Algarve *Minho 
Suntra •Alentejo 

0171385 8127 

AM2334 Jn), 



Owr 700 H0IHS UKAN0 FRANCE 
Hmy othw breaks avtfabfe 
Free cotow bnxhtre - no oMgaHan 

01492 532 532 


Clussic 

^eakAn^ 

V JULY/AUGUST ^ 
THREE weeks Cannes hotel 
Swh wang pooL £999 
17 DAYS - Gite {avmg pool) 

& hotels nr Disney, £899 
AsterixAND /rj. 

F/scope nduded vi*> 

PRICES ABOVE - per FAMILY 
BrtBanv Femes 
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USA 


.AST AT R C- 


14 Sjritv Mow Pju*g- 
Chitx.ci. uxujon W4 4RH 


■ r?A>.S i'5:»:AN OtSV.'AV 

■ Ay a • 

■ a-MK ca 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Tel: 0541 551163 


EXPLORE 
WORLDWIDE 

Small group exploratory 

holidays. 

Cultural journeys, ® 
wildlife, river journeys, , 
santreks, walking, ethnic 
encounters, 
in 90 countries, Asia, 
Africa, Middle East, 
Americas, Australasia ... 
For cotour brochure contact 

^ 01252 344161 Explore Worldwide 

(2 4 *«*) (SIJAkiersho* GU11 1LQ 


■m*+ ' 


HVMflfU 

m**f ** f* * 
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The Ultimate 

Ply-Drive from: Drive USA, . 

-Brings yon the freedom of the opea toad. With a wide 
range of Gp-As'Yon-Pleaae and Pre-planned fly-drives in 
the USA and Cana da we guarantee to amt every taate. 
I.-.,'.. Well giro yon tl» fieribXty to riuoee . 

a- where yoo go and how king yon stay, from 

- just 8 dajra to 3 months! Yon ran evsn 

~ extend soar trip with a city stay or a few 

.. dsysonthebeathi 
Let the Oy-driye experts hdp yon-choree! 
So call aia-24 hoar tavebore hotline now! 




0345666666 


AB»VMB2AT0i-4M« 
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ADVENTURE HOLIDAYS 
IN SMALL GROUPS 

\.<lion,il Park-, lmii.m 
L.inri'.. «.il\ Slop^ ,.nri J 
mm It more . . 

• ()(■■.• il.r. r. 

• T. - D.n. 

• >. i: •; .-All,? D. I ':luv. 


ir. I \i-i r-i .1 i 

J U,i:.-f|.. i:\ t .inr:, 
Mk’iII- :••!) Ii- -if Kmli-jf, 
t > .. n OMi. . <.>■ . 

- 0129S 256777 




VWWng and cjciho hofldays 
in Europe, Aria. Africa and 
Australa trom Britain's 
teadhg spaciaSm operator. 
Everyth*>g from a gantte 
rambfe to a Himalayan Peak 
can be found in our 1997 
brochure. 

CBB01S1 577 2717 for 
your copy now. 

Stwps EsoMdUons 
131a Heston Road, Hounslow. 
MfddbMxTWSORD 
Fax; 0181572 9788 ^ 
Efnrit ® 

shwpBjataBOriaLptaa&com 

^ wwwriarpe wa ft h B-Wdsyacori; 


SCOTLAND 

When will you go? 

If you'd like a short break 
yooU kag rananber, caB us 
on 0990511 511 for your free 
Holiday Planning Guide 


When wiD yon go? @ 



Alton Ibwers, the 
Peak District, 
world famous fine 
china, stately 
homes, castles, 
glorious gardens 
anH miles of canals. 

Isn't it time you 
j : discovered 

Staffordshire. © 
Free brochure with 
money off vouchers. 
Mr 0996 004444 


W ^ 





- Unique 14 day cruise 
operated by The 
National Trust for 
Scotland on the “Black 
Prince". Departs 
Greenock 19 May and 


Waterford, La Coruna. 
Santander, La 
Rochelle, L'Orient, 
Galway , St Khda. 
Inverewe. Orkney, 
Aberdeen and 
Leith (2 June). @ 

V Tbe Nriioari ins to Stetiand 

Tel: 0131 243 9333/4 



ouL 


365 enchanting 
days of 
unforgettable 
Orkney magic 

Ou* lTO brochure tnduda 
bavd and JCCoonnodaHon 
infannalmi and a fuD durv of 
erertte. Rw yotlr fn?e ropy 
pluM-oD 

01856 872856 

wwTY.orknrjT5Un ds. cq m 
Bdn non o»wr Wb 


t - '>* 
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Something for Everyone! 

- FOR ADULTS OF 
. ALL ACTS and ; 

. chtldeen of 

THREE YEARS AND 
OVER. PErEECT 
ATMOSPl^REAND 
SURROUNDINGa' 
Maribojbugb® 
Wilis. SN81PA 
Tel: 01672 892388 

“ m I T‘~ , 1WH~Tllailll 

^No xsmmuar em u * 


-T : 



Treat yourself 
and your partner to a 
Valentines break in tbe 
most romantic chy in 
Britain .... Edinburgh. 

Send now for special 
romantic packages: 
Edinburgh and 
Lothlans Tourist Board 
OSI/0, Admail M3. 

Royal MDc, © 
Edinburgh EH1 0AQ 

Teh 0990 561253 


Open your 
Options 

Onvsrfnm oxr 2JOOO carrfuUu sekcltd 
Cottages, Chalets, Famdtouses & Lodges 
throughout England. Scotknl 6 Wales. 


BLAKES 


The key Id your 
perfect hoitdjy. 


Call for your FREE cotntr brochure. Quoting code Sh !{ 70S 


01282 445577 







Canadian Affair 

A quality soviet' and 
better zvfuc from const 
to coast and back. 
Return fanes from 
only £149. 

0171 385 4400 
0161832 4000 

Make the call and catch 
the plane. 

Canadian Affair 
589-591 Fulham Road, 
London SW6 5L'A 

ATOL3971 


Make big savings on independent 
travel to the USA and Canada with 
Statesavers. 

We offer BARGAIN: 



S£ THE INDEPENDENT^ 

presents " 

The Ultimate 
Vaientines Hotel Guide 

in 

spending 

OD 

Snnday 2nd February 

























TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 


Coaching Holidays 


Greece 


1 1 • 


small group exploratory holidays YouH see more 

• Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • WWemess Safaris 

• Malar Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • Tafisfilp Voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, 

Middle East. Morocco, Mali, East & South 
Afnca, China, Japan, Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA. Canada, Latin America, Australia, 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 270 unique adventures. From 8 days to S weeks, 
prices from £339 to £ 3945 . 

Cal for colour brochure 


A 1 1 V !. \ [IKK 


SPAIN 



WbichUNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 


UPSI The wider shores of Owe®. 


'ftl: 017687 73966 

i-.-odventursic-nti.-oriii: r; 1 1 


ITALY 

mpr 


iEEi 




IT 01252 344161 pttn] 419 j 

btW/«ww^qdon^<uifc 


Explore Worldwide (Wl, 
AWonbot, GUU3LQ 

Puffy Bonded AtTO/ATQL No. 2595 




terra firma 


ADVENTURES 


SOUTH EAST 


Himalaya 


-•tot JL 5 (ft&ranfdKffcaMd colour bmeboros 

^ ta&ifagltelmdadKiAretofttiys 



PARIS 



AMSTERDAM 

PARIS & BRUSSELS 



.’■I t 


.TIMESCAPE HOLIDAYS 


Germany 




EX P ED IT I O I 


■ for broatturmm omit 

1 JESOl 373-8589 5 6 24hrs 

W W mrnmmu H wn, M SUtkM Ha, 
' Vtaritwy, WMMni BA13 ajH 

* POLLY HMB >4BC> 4101 1H7 


BUTTER R ELDS Indian Radway 
Tours. Join our special carriage 
ana 900 are ml India nr Pakistan. 
Telephone (01262) 47023a 


I EIFEL, BLACK FOREST; Bavaria. 
Charming small hotels fm£22pp& 
apis fm £283 pw AIM Austria. 
Slovenia A Croatia. Auio Plan 
01543257777 




BRITTANY- Gall, tennis, sailing, 
painting, horse riding, river cruis- 
ing. Ask lor Holiday Ideas In Bnt- 
timy. 0181-641-8060 AHTA V3262. 


SOOTH AMERICA 


VIETNAM, BURMA. INDONESIA, 
Laos. Cambodia, Thailand 6 
Malaysia. UNIQUE ESCORTED 
GROUP & TWor-Mado holidays. 
For trkmdty, expert service Call 
Asian Journeys 01604 234855 
TTAT7274 


GERMANY - Dally low can tttghta 
aid hotel accommodation. Ad 
major credit cards. Please call 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2900. ABTA 90685 ATOL 2977 
IATA. 


nla. Zakyrthtw, Pams. Naxos. 
Sktathos, Ska pel oe, Ahmlssos 8 
Peflon. Ottoman style houses a 
cottages dose to the sea In 
Turkey. 01403 2S97S6 (24 Iws) 
ABTA ATOL 1452 ATTO. 


C Cc H.- 


I'opul.ir rv^Tls pin- 
birrii 


1'A' IMS'.’ 4 - ttMtsrrin.^ Jit 


M \ 1 W: R: 



SIMPLY 

'ommi 



d.® 


Greek 

Islands Club 


VHla and hotel holidays 
for those who expect 


privacy comfort, per- 
sonal service and bean 


social service and beand- 

fulnmimdmp. Fora 

brochure telephone: 

01932 220477 

h tt p i/ /www.Ychxo.Bk/vilUsl 


Skung Holidays 


great value travel and.insurance package 



includes: 

• Channel crossing by Hovercraft or Sea Cat for 
your car plus afl passengers 

• Personal insurance including winter sports cover 
tor aH passengers 

• RAC motoring assistance 

Foflmsbana/Dow - Bontogn* or Dow - Calab depammes 
alter 153ft 

Up to 10 days Up to 17 days 

Cart-2 CSS E109 Me 

Car <■ tamlly El 19 £134 R 

Additional adults £20 E® . 


Clever- CASs depwwmsMftniSJOi add Cia 
Rnflya 2 adib*MlGNUreniaidw 1 B.taH 

tobMlteXNS7.ahvcs*tama)rty. d 


Can 0990 240241 

or your travel agent y 



French Skiing at i is best 


travel and accommodation at auazJngjjnces ■_»_ 


LEFKADA- Ever Inspiring Greek lon- 
ian Island. Superb quality luxuri- 
ous vfltas with pooL Trad, lues, 
apta, stds. ABTA. AITO. ATOL 
Brochure Tel 01 580 785000. 


lifts t Mi Slid trip fiwlliB dab . j 

MhftUHMitaJliHrt DrCKJOITICIVl 

MfaMIMtottrfihMh1Z«fc 2 Camp OiMn. DabMMo. 

StowtreeKst IP14 SLA 


CYCLEAFRICA Unique mountam 
bike adventures for ati abilities. 
Cafl 01943462105 h>ra brochwe- 


M OS WIN TOURS ABTA V199B 
ATOL 2809 & Aim True spedal- 
tots tor Germany. AH types of holi- 
days. TW- (01161 271 8822. 


SPRING FLOWERS, breathtaking 
vtewa & amply beaches. Dtacowr 
western Crete Item «uc Milages 
houses. Pure Crete (OfSrJ 7B0 
0878. ATOL Z757. 


SKYROS Holistic Holidays In 
Greece 8 Caribbean. Over 200 
courses lad by merttent tutors 
IncL Ken Russet, Sue Townsend 
a Tbyah Wilcox. Superb setting, 
frlendy community, del. lood. 
0171 284 SOBS. 

GRECOFILE & FILQXENIA Main- 
land apecWsts a unusual Wands. 
Villas A ByOrtva. AMU Alto. 01422 
378999. 


g 1 hiiuimti:':hi:m i u;ii'i;| jj 


f Nobody Knows North Anerica 
Lfl» Trait AmsriMu. 
Advaitare Holidays ia Snail 6rwi 


Ktmfcsdt Riding, Ufa. BiUmg, V/bHawatar Raffle* 
HlUeg, Huttanl rarfo, CHy Stays and orach mnl. 


Jast waiting to be distovwfldJ > 

■ ff 01295 256777 ( 

( , ^ArrOABTAVOS28 \ 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Maitarean farm- 
houses with potto. Unspoilt areas. 
Nr coasL Pollenca a South-East 
01654 261431 AITO ATOL 2787. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, viOaga 
houses In unspoilt areas. Plus 
htlc. Rydrtves, escorted lours. 
SUNVIL 0181-6474748 AITO 
ATOLBOa 

CYPRUS. LIMASSOL- Comfortable 
l or 2 bedroom I let. 250m afl 
amenities a sea. Details 0181 647 
1854. 


WHITEWATER rafting with ADRIFT 
The experts ruitntng vrfld river 
adventures. New 1987 colour 
brochure. 0181 B74 4369. ATOL 
3556. 


WINETRAILS Gourmet Wine A 
Walking holidays. Short breaks, 
select small ^Dups or tabor made 
tours worldwide, Me France Spain 
Italy Bulgaria Chile SAlrtca 
Madeira Cyprus NZ Australia. 
01306 712111 



1.100 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt ftaiy 


WALKING IN GREECE with 
Trekking Hellas. Phis mountain 
biking, painting. samng. SUNVIL 
01 B1 -647 4746 AITO ATOUKS. 


CYCLING a WALKING in undiscov- 
ered Europe. Great food, friendly 
hotels, baga moved. Headwater 
(01608) 40522. ATOL 241 2 AITO. 


Discover Tuscany & 
Umbria on a guided 
walking or cycling 
holiday. Experience 
pretty metfeval towns, 
beautiful countryside, 
local cuisine and stay in 
friendly, comfortable 
hotels. Ring now tor your 
1997 colour brochure. 
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01622 720731 


Corsica 




01606 42220 



SIMPLY 

orsica 


The Corshxmj 
At tkXA-lS* 

Corsican 


TheMt&urrmusm'sbto-ktpt 
non M bland of glorumi 
beaches and xprtoiailar 
mouxMnu, maanasbcJ by mats 
ttmrlsm. VIBes wOk pools, seaside 
cottages, mountain mberges and 
M^bsh hotels. pbafleidbU 
'Wandering' holidays. 

0181 995 9323 

aannisT atolive Ann 


Specialist 
i ATTO 

I Places 


Superb iftos 'N/ ivilh pools, 
mcdbeval wBagc hcu«$. pretty 
apartment! fncndb hauls 
OI424 774366 lax 774S71 
-07000 turcica - 
uvucrvrlca.co uL‘eni>xa 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 



B-ance 


DISCOVER... 

FRANCE 


Luxury Mobile Home Holidays 
in beautiful Brittany & Western France 



Traditional farmhouses, 
villas and a pan men is m 
Italy's prettiest regions. 
BEE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 14-368) 

QUOTE U48 Or ante to- 
laconic In holm. Dtpi I14S. 
Btaaor. PoBwnvqh, 
IlisiSuaa RH201QD. 

VACANZE IN ITALIA 


THE ART OF LIVING IN 


ITALY 4 , MB 



0181 995 9323 

1BUYIII7 ATM. \1U AITO 


UMBRIA/TUSCANY 

LAKE TRASI'/.ENO 


Inanpensive buiataiertty 
equipped. Mtecthofctey houses 
and apartmema in lovely area. 

A1 year bookmge 
Scenic lake ideal kx Summer 
adtvttkra and central tarArt/hratoiy 
aSture load wtne 


IGFOOT 

^TRAVEL 

OQMX/ARGBraEBE 
^n£FTY ACCOM & 
SERVICE • CHALETS 
hOTCls* APARTS 

lircMaros 




Spain 



mniLutM 
SPAD# 

Traditional 
country haunts, viliro. 
and apartments in 

countrywide Spal» "Ri* 
Portugal 

UNB (0990) 1636SX 

Ql’OTE SEP EklHO 

rewoirg 
XIOLKtt 


Unspoilt Catalonia 

SPAIN 

ATOL SI S2 

QoafityVSas 


SPANISH HARBOUR 

0117 986 0777, 


ANDALUClA , beautiful ortva ■■ R 

port m mm witege re Ftnonifc a 
flora, taui* S/C BpMfar 
11 All contorts (013*0} 874381 

ANDALUClA Extremadura. Caatllt* 
UttonchaDWIn^*”^ 
donaJ country propertoe wii pd- 
^ poota m euanrtregrauitota 
woiKKtful nit a! location*. Noe 
Travel 01403 250780 (2* hre) 
ABTA ATOL 1452 AITO. 

OAUCIN AntoKicia v«wi touea 
oamertoecTU 01985 853041 

costa DB. SOL near M ylwtoa 
Badraam Apart- Large bettony- 
iSaSeeiiS^ Sol w; pn» 
£270 pw broehore 01737 223852. 

CASAS CANTAORtCAS 1887 
brochure of cottage hoPdoya In 
beautiful, unspoilt reglone of N 
Spam & Portugal 01223 326721 
AITO 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Country Kouom 
with ports In unspaM arena rt 
Caatonya & Andrturta. Nr coasL 
01 854 261 43 1 ATO ATOL 2787 


Tin-key 


The very best at (A 

uncommercial c — ' 



We pride ourself an providing a specialist. ^***«f* 
and personalised service, offering a vtidt variety of holidays a 
“the red Turtey'! For a brochure or further information 
pfeasc feel nvtcomc » calk 

0181 766 0100 jfjH 

direct line holidays Agent pwatol 

Offer, mat be bookei 0*4 paid prior to 31a Marchl 


Weekend Day flights from Gatwiek, 
Mane better * BtatMrew. 


S' ' SIMPLY 

J^iirke\ 


Escape the mabusttam mbh oar 
udque range of neat coaagex 
rikn wdb private pools and 
fiimdly hauls. Mas oar fletdUe 
•Wandering' psogromne. special 
atteresr hoBdoys. gsda cmistng 

ani Istanbul dry break*. 

0181 995 9323 

ABTA VI 137 ATOL LU2 AITO 



ran TmutTEsrpnces call 

0181 871 4656 


ITALIAN COLLECTION Tuscany. 
Umbria, AhniTTii R Marche. Bbu- 
tHuitomtwuseamdcottageawBh 
private ports. IBos Travel 01403 
259788 (24 hre) ABTA ATOL 14S2 
A(T0. 



BELLE PLAGNE. Private apartment 
slpa 5, colour TV. ad| piste. Av 
Jen-Aprfl Inc Easter. E200-350pw. 
Tel 01277 214445 

LATE OFFERS catered chalets In 
France, Austria, Swte a Canada. 
SM Total 0181 9486922 ABTA 
ATOL 

SIMPLY SKI - Quality chalets In 
Emptfe lop resorts: Courchevel, 
Meribel. La Plagne. Verb tar. Val 
tflsare. Pteare cal 0181 742 2541 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822 AITO 
CANADA. IhUoMnada holidays 10 
the best resorts in the Rockies. 
SW Safari 01 71 282 5069. Aid 
SKI GOURMET ExdustHB chatata In 
Mertbrt A Austria. Fine food A 
wine,. no crowds, accompanied 
ekfttg. tram C495AM. Wirmrana 
01308 712111 


_ discover the beauty of Turirey 

WINTER SUN In Norlh Cypnui tram inxn aboard private BR crewed 6 
aw £L£ 1 S^M^ l aM berth motor yacht I9tfi year) 0181* 
littni Travel, 0171-383 7701. Alrt 34 ^ 85 IS. 


^ 

Take-off For A City Break 


See The Independent's 
Wednesday travel pages for 
the best in City Breaks and 
the latest flights. 


■■ • 7b advertise pteaiic call : 

the Travel Team on 017^288.2222 - 


YTHT. INIMEPENDENT 


3,029 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt France 


** 4 Children Travel Free ** j 


MATTHEWS HOLIDAYS 

Bishopsmeod Parade, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6RP 

Telephone: 01483 284044 ABTA V2927 


LOT ET GARONNE . well equipped 
bam studio Sips 4 .Terrace, pool, 
mows, good markets. »lnee. 
Options gourmet meals, photog- 
rapby liktkwi. WriJI 702 710213 or 
00 33 SS 389 1990 


S.W. France. Quattry Milas S col- ^ SupeM^ m 

ugn. many with pools. Country luStaVkd 

t»ido - ni beaches Franco philo - 

Bonded 015394 31860 Mnv-SapL Trt. (012251 426888. 


DORDOGNE. Large Slone cottage 
near Portgueux. Bramome. Rib- 
orac. Stasis 6 7. All mod. cons. 
Patio, garden. Tet-'Fax 0033 
553045703 


Discover France on 
foot, by bike, or by 
canoe ( with bags 
moved for you). 
Comfortable traditional 
hotels, fine regional 
food and wines. Ring 
now for your 1997 
colour brochure. 

HElDWAIel^AnxSS 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Very special 
tnmtines, vUaaA Apts In A araimd 
enchanting medieval Son 
Gimignano between Florence A 
Skjna-1997 broch.Oiai-422-9218 

COUNTRYSIDE bet. Rome a 
Naples, at foot rt tints, villa alps 
6- Small hotel Tel 01875 81586G 

TUSCANY/SI CHX Sated properties 
In excellent locations, pods etc. 
Colour Brochure 015384 31120 
ABTAV7333 

CASA MIA *87 save money! Book 
Direct! Private owners advertise 
quality hoHday homss and BAB In 
Italy. CoL Brodm 01 484 686115. 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible tty- 
(Stves to TUscany & Umbria. Char- 
acter BB acoom. Plus Shrity, 
Lakes. Cities 01 61-847 4748 AITO 
ATOL60B. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY Villas, Cal- 
lages A opts. Far brochures call 
Tailor-made Tburs on 0181 
2911450 


ROME. FLORENCE. VENICE. Sidy. 
Tuscany. Central ap art ments A vfi- 
tas. Good rates. 0181 660 00821 
660 3900 ere. Fax 660 0331 


UmbrirtTUacany. lOrtights escorted 
touts Spring A Autumn, based 
Lake Trasfrrwno. srtghts 
weak/ends Ftarence. Houses (or 
rent all year. Etruecotour. Tat 
(01909} 720554 

APUUA, CALABRIA, StoflY, Amaffl, 
Unrtscovered South. Hotela, 
Farms, VHas. Apts. Pods. (01694) 
7221 B3 ATOL 4Q29. 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY Roman- 
tic cottages 8 kaourious vitas lo tot 
In some rt the kwefleat areas of 
Tuscan IF TW: 0171 803 7111 or 
0121 429 5016. 

LAKES, UMBRIA, TUSCANY. 
Marche. Stony. Bba. Hotels 6 
opts, attractive prices. Hotels tm 
E 22 BAB, apta with port fra £221 
par. Auto Plan 01543 267777 

LAKE GARDA A Mogglore. Apts A 
hotels, sati-drivs or fty.Lakas A 
Mountains 01 328 844405 ATOL 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


C 0 LIN THY HO!.: ns 


A superb collection of 
coastal, lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE 132 FAGS BROCHURE 
CALL, 

(0990) 143686 (24 HnJ 
Quote Re£N382. 
ATW.JW* 


USA&CANADA 

Sast (Soast 


The Complete Escorted Tour Experience With Oar VIP Lead Deportee 
Service Offered Free From Over H(U UK Pehits Da JUI Dates! 

Now buoJoag through Octsber 199B to October 1997. 


andof ibe nu{de, mountain ash, red oak and scariei sissadias. among many other wndafiil 
trees ind Ooaaing plants; ot abuidsm wikSfe 2 nd moose-inhabited forests; North America's 


01606 48699 


LOT. Owners rtlcr quality farm- 
hmw. miuw wtth pools Sleep- 
ing 212 L140-C150O 101544) 
328455 


NORMANDY (MANCHE) larmhouso 
In 2 acres. 20 mtna beaches. 4 
dble bedroonts, gas CH dbh- 
washer A TV. From C 120 pw 0181 
040 0572 


CYCLE TOURING in Brittany from 
El 90 per week Breton Btkos 
01579 350378 


NORMANDY . Peaceful country COT 
Liqc Unspoth. ralulng. Sips 5-7. 
01323 895838 


BRITTANY. Dordogne. Goto d Aaur 
5 more. Lovely villas, many whh 
ports Suns Dire I Villas. ABTA 
VT278 Broch. 0161 707 BT94 


DORDOGNE. (VerteNac) Two Giles - 
SC wing I7C farm. Sips 4. 2 bod. 
both enauffo. vac May. June. Sep. 
Shares large pool wtth tflC Priory, 
4 bade, alps B+. 2 showor. lnth. 
Vac liom May. Brochur&a 01273 
606508. 


DORDOGNE Converted bam. Sips 
4-5. 2 beds- Rural location. Lake 
3km. From CI20pw. 01271871029 


PROVENCE a small selection rt 
exclusiva privately owned houses 
lor 6-14 people. All wtth pool A 
mold. AH year avail. 
E975 E-JSOOpw Brochure 01189 
404261 


BONNES VACANCIES! Free 1 1997 
Brochure! Sava EC's, book direct 
with owners! 450 pnvsnely owned 
S.'C A BAB propenns Travnl A 
Insurance services. 01306 
085555. 


If you wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the TVavel 
Team on 0271 293 2222 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Newspaper Putofaftng pte 
regrets mat dhough every 
reasonable precaution is Ween, 

no responsibility can be 

accepted for fltyits andfor 
accommodation offered 

through these columns, or any 

loss arising ttwrefram. Raadere 
are advised to take afl 
necessary precautions before 
entering Into any travel 
arrangements. 


^INDEPENDENT 


ON Sl'NDAY 


Fill your holiday cottage, villa or apartment vacancies 



Indepvnricnt and Indtpendenl on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 
227,000 of our readers slaved in a rented 
villa, Dat or cottage on their holiday last year! 

i Till r.W.GROSfti 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 


Fur only JB-1.12 a line inclusive uf VAT (approx. 4 nvnis per line), you can 
.tthurtisi- ynur hnlidur homu and fill those \acamrius Lhixiughuut die jYiar. 
Vour ath ertisement will appear in the w eekend section of Tltv ItidvpcmleHf 

«*n Sniurvlny ami ur die ■‘spending" section of die Sunday paper. 


Either call The Travel Tteara on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday between 1 0.00am - 5.00pm. 
or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording you require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
AtressATsa' American ExpressDinere Card. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 


livicrtiiin Palm 

Liu.-v-i rival iim: I 

1 v-ni'iosi- .■ ' h, i|iic f-)r ll maviu* [•ttviihle i«j , 

ii‘I.I2 a luii' |«T in.M?rtinn. SUSf if but h Saiunljy & i 
Mir, .lay aiv uroll Newspaper Publishing Pic 
nr ll. 1 ! ni nsy 

.Vti'v ’Am.'S Dincrn : iccpuni hv £. 

l.’ani N<*: • 

Slarl llalo: Expiry Dale I 

Yuur DoUils: • 

Name i 

Aildrcw I 


Fill in and send (o: 


The Travel Team. Classified Advertising, The Independent. 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf London El-I SDL. 




T«*i Sr.: Dav 


Signature; 

i 



For advice or more information, please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 




JL4&KRI Region is > glo«y largely mxflscowred by die casual vista: Tteort nodwBed 20 yert 
experience of organising mbs hi ibe regkni takes our cSeois bno the . 
bqjiUing u M*of-th^wzy \lUap3 and trro; gaits uf Amnion i 

nnal Bfe. NaciraDy the 'big oane' acnicttons are tadoded ta our l 

tours, from Niagara » Boaoo, hoi our more kiairriy pace and 
romtags provide an entirely aaenaaquafityeqieriettce. ted you cm ^ 
beanetewbenvwrisftNewYOTkdiy you wffl stay at a hotel in -i - 
nttdanroM»hanaiLrtiOTtbeb^MractMiis.^asRfibAim^ ' 

Bockdiefler Cenire, Ceatral Park, Tines Square, Grand Cearsd 
StrtomndBatfioCto Music Hall tie ail teerafiy within aroffii* * , 

ibatoce. Tbecfi&reaoe ks the dettil - neio-nwre cvkknithai in 8^? ". ________ 

die EasL when wrimiie}on» visic AmerlcxS *secrei garden'. 


• t' — - 
'■ 


F...V.E 

C3 * rilG 


PORTUGUESE 


Oealhy vHI«i atoog tke 
nufoiflceBt cnoitlfaM. and ■ 
utapt otaotnr o> cotbye 
ratnm vet lo Uh hurt el the 
gteriou*. uaspeOt cu er t iyi M e. 
Men prepe rtt ei have peek. 
ALGARVE 

MMHO 5WTRA ALEHTEM 

VI Humboll Rom. London WG SOH 

AW Of n- -c MW MTH 


01.71-385 4775 


NEW ENGLAND - Cope Cod and 
Vermom. Superb fahAy resort* 
and private houses. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V727B. Broch 0161 
707 8794 

ST. PETE BEACH FI- 1 bdrm turn. 
spL on water, walk id s hcpa-S aSQ 
per month. 001 8133872068 
NEW BIGLAND VACATIONS - Dto- 
tirtetive ta«t A lamNy homes, non- 
stop eights to Boston, brochure 
Uns 01 727 85221 1 . Rudy bonded. 
ABTA VS 164 ATTO ATOL 297B. 


EASTERN EXTRAVAGANZA 
15 days from £995* 

• a^hitoeofCamloS wlknd Ac Rnedm Bart 

nasEKMMgettei- tDladqpwrticirike 

Mamed. Ohm rad fatdnBaTthrVti-ar 

Tbreao. h*i»JonoBt6ai 

• tattataemifeacribe •Inmihmrtiibc 

wmkralArEdk beatudafNn. EsgimL 

•So|taHcvTtxlms)o7i Mrkto^MBgnl 

d* wrnlticiw Utsiows 

anUwrf0ieB«4|rte. • Beta nhrafaiwxl bn 

•DwuHTtberietpsoecf ofNn|nn,BuiieMnd 

Baean,PWbddipt4i2rt MdiM Aemolekar 

Mtyn to kbftnr bodoi 


a garden'. 

EASTERN PANORAMA 
14 days from £1075* 

«CbuKrok) thrice .Sqshtelc 
Bamrthartrnr QnuwiTkotd la to 

aadanfilcEMtoeD bcaaM tom a to . 


WIN S5, 

4 GRAND P 


* txki ta dmr ti> eVMteBMen 

MnticDeedUdaadto toosU|»,to<toBki - 
cadauid 5don Qma Aar^dORABIcBtan. 

ba Sri hmtkle. • bpkn toiatakwh 

tUnjUtn mriKMktdwcclD 

Btinbaftnaetas «rtrtwMdUc 

aadauue jcrowLWc cmna»«DiiIadrtrt 

todLcnto. 


NEW ENGLAND HIGHLIGHTS 
10 days from £875* 


,4 Don't forget 
y to mention '.- 
i The Independent - 
when replying to ). 
‘ . . adverts : : : 


CHARM OF NEW ENGLAND 

10 days from £845* 


‘'■'Ill.'lL'i'h. 


BARBARA READ VILLA RENTALS 
Spsctaiist In Lagas/Prata da Luz 
area 01 535 653021 -01 706 32BnS 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY: Ftedbta fly- 
drives north to south. Character 
BB Pousadas. Manor Houses. 
Plus Azores, Madeira. 01B1-647 
4748 AITO ATOLStt. 



ALCAHYE. Cass SonhO viUa nr 
A Ivor. . Stpe S..UakL own pooL 
BBO. Sal TV. Convenient golf, 
beach, bare etc. Trt. (014281 
261534. 


USBQWBortftto- Fiat from Ci30pw. 
Fax: 4- 3 1/72-5643480, TW- rtler 
7pm. 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
wtth porta In unsprttt North. 
01954 281431 . ATOL 278? AITO 


Russia 


SOUTH AFRICAN 


CAPETOWN WINELAMOS 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 
A unique selection of Classic 
Holds. Game Reserves and 
Chdiming Hornet & Gardens. 
Fly-drive rath da«t ffightt B OtatMfi 
CapeTowti ktiurrnliurg. tUrare 
5outh African Affair AIOL23J4 
Sj 7 HuoduH Hoj 4 Loodon *6 8QH 


0171-381 5222 


MAPLE LEAF TRAIL PLUS NIAGARA FALLS -11 days ftom £945* 

• Mcwtoaridto{ffs«H «1Wure^we Jhnunoai cereal •takonarttorlB to 

u—nii rt ni J Maple Gnurtki Ttanoo hHd MB J «to n !*tagn I— u himtiMM 

NaittABBka. Trt*. rfMflBtfto 

•ErpkxrtaarttoEaran'BMdtis elliieueDiimtodCDBto ♦honwdMttotBsWM 

“*•** Hrtwltaae. gosto. tmbtm d^mbee On. dd aStatotitiiliiU 

itsm. tomaoB nd be kMlv aatii ml »nu toiUc <4 vtokwraltocntota toN. 

UoidetiligBQffateHqprtc. ottieri toeradlB^ tquns. LwnxrfikK 

| Our Service Makes a World of Difference ! 


vutrirs 


FELAX FROM THE SWIT WITH OUR UMQLE 
^ W LOCAL DBWtnjRE OFMCE 
BW VaknivNwhoerMiM rtnUdaHn 
Magi>ieii(ti|«na(pcri ncurs^etunoaon 
•toto BttoMMfMi # mmncf «^v pmrgn 
MMeattipiMHUMimu 
e( eupL Vbi era m MOk. «eur btaost Mai an H. h 
bwtag »e ItoilMiiiletpei 
ran el to ton bgMi>ok 

an choose our shuttle servee 
Mm OHrnMiaubcd twmn wnto roaa 


am* Beta* ttogon EMupi AOmmo. tawiMk 
' Unemu. ty-* T-r^fMirr^, 


OUR AHPCRT sawice ■ Ow WpM SMI na M Sa 
Lnroon tm uantitwai dUtisdrin mmogBeto end 
eon you ■ Ttomopon ca |o> Nun. m uaaer toe 
our can dMU) rt* ur ntmsi rum ma tiftMy 
lOPSCWXJLEDAHJHS'WBraiafiyufeeiklad 
■ga eii to rowi Mrtg Ito 
OURHOmS-rwgtoMta tawtol Btoto 
0UH TOUR MANNERS- Rea% Inte ni ieemnan 
cai»tavn*dNiPto'»toMpM*Nim 
OUR CQUX5>-CMMvDnkmBan« 
IRqtai 

0innNEMna>0MBilbriB«4hB«linHn 

neu pi taMngai aantoeto Rfudne h to ptai ■ 


ST PETERSBURG. CKy breaks 
brochure INTB1CHANGE 0181 


brochure INTER CHAk 

6at 3613. ATQL 2429 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Fly-drives lo 
Nantota. Zimbabwe & the Cape. 
Pius safaris to Skeleton CoasL 
Botswna S Zambia. Totally Itad- 
ble. Guest tanna, buah aa mpa S 
character ecconv 0181 232 9777. 
AITO ATOL 808 


Caribbean 



■■■■ 


1 

igl 


n-, “ a 


! fartot E r klM gau a afa^RmavmaNwB^H/ltfttDaipBLtoTrtD 
j OnndNnEnipMQAsMBuaStofaAtaQtorcf'IaHi-'niQIW'a 

iNama_ 

!**>«**. - 


i TtartliBwem. ifTbusHcuca. 2&3DHcsraexipeAenre. Rk». S erov IM2NL J 


stunning Cuba.' interchange 

fsL 0181 681 3612 ATOL 2429 
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Dance in a city of popes 

Hamish Scott visits Avignop, once venue for France's own Vatican 

A vignon is a dramatic city. Its 
ramparts, towers and turrets 
soar above the river Rhdne, a 

jagged skvline that, denendino 
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A vignon is a dramatic city. Its 
ramparts, towers and turrets 
soar above the river Rhdne, a 
jagged skyline that, depending 
on the wind and light, can promise 
either Disneyesque enchantments or 
the horrors of de Sade. Once the seat 
of papal power, and independent from 
the rest of France until thus Revolution, 
Avignon still retains the aura of a city 
state, boastful of its ancient splendours 
and electric with the energy of metro- 
politan excitement- Though famous for 
its summer festival of arts, it is a city 
that is at its best in spring. Before the 
camera-toting crowds arrive there is 
time and space to watch its citizens 
perform their own unscripted theatre. 

The show begins early in the morn- 
ing, when the market in Place Pie 
opens. A cast of hundreds mills around 
the stalls, arguing and gossiping, sniff- 
ing truffles, stroking hairy shanks of 
goat, embracing friends and inspecting 
lobsters. Buying groceries in a super- 
market could never be tins much fun. 
In a maze of nearby streets, shoppers 
throng the fashionable boutiques and, 
at the merest hint of spring sunshine, 
bars and cafes spill out on the pave- 
ments. 

Despite its prosperous exuberance, 
its t readiness and well-conserved' 
facades, Avignon is stxD haunted by the 
ghosts of its extraordinary history. 
Just minutes from a busy boulevard, 
you inevitably get lost in dark, deserted 
lanes of ancient shuttered houses. 
Mutilated saints above the entrance to 
a church testify to old atrocities. High 
above the rooftops, standing sentinel 
over the city, the river crossing and the 
plain, looms the Palace of the Popes, 
the magnificent and monstrous 
embodiment of Avignon’s strange soul. 

The palace dates from the 14th 
century, when Avignon enjoyed its 
golden age as the seat of seven popes, 
plus a brace of anti-popes. This mas- 
sively intimidating fortress commem- 
orates the darker side of European 
Christianity. It was stripped and plun- 
dered in the Revolution, and its stark, 
cavernous austerity conjures up a 
world of Mervyn Peake or Kafka. 
Labyrinthine corridors link chapels, 
and vast halls where ambitious clerics 
mingled with princes, artists, 
alchemists and heretics In Avignon’s 
anarchic court 600 years ago. Now only • 
ghosts- remain .Tb&kilctuen that-cotdd 
feed 3,000 guests is silent. The treasury 
is bare. A hint of papal indulgencecan 
still be glimpsed, however.in a few sur- 
viving murals, particularly in tbe , 
Chambre du Cerf. Decorated with 
delightful hunting scenes and other 
such secular pursuits, this was the pon- 
tiffs private study, designed as a 
reminder of Ufa’s pleasures in contrast 
to the daily grind of acting as God’s 
representative on Earth. 


TEL 0171 293 2222 



Avjghon: city of ancient 

Fascinating though the palace { is, it 
comes as a relief to escape fronn its 
grim shadows, stepping out into' the 
sunshine. Rising up above the Plactfe du 
Palais, the gardens of the Rocbe^ : des 
Dorns provide a hawk’s-eye view across 
the city’s red-tiled roofecape and. the 
valley of the Rhone. From here a sn ort, 
though steep, descent leads dowjri to 
the famous bridge, the Ponf St 
Benezet, shortened to just four spans 
by floods in 1680 and now a stag4 for 
giggling lovers, waitring for a moment 
before the baffled gaze of a Japa nese : 
coach party. • . :. ' . ■ 

Confined by its medievaiwaljs, Avi- _ 
gnon is small enough tolie expljarcd ^ 
on foot, though a street-plan is essen- 
tial The Office de Tbunsme, ori : the 
main north-south thoroughfare >'is a 
useful source of help and inform- 
ation. Back streets behind the toSirist 
office meander towards Avigrion’s 
most intriguing quarter, around th*p rue 
des Tbinturiers. This quiet cobbled 
lane, shaded by old plane trees, 'runs 
beside a little stream complete [with 
water wheels and toy-town bridges. 


Away from such quiet, . idyllic 
spots, Avignon dances to a lively 
beat, with music throbbing from its 
bars and clubs deep into tbe night 
For those aspiring to the higher 
slopes of culture there are 
churches and museums aplenty, 
and an ever-changing round. of 
concerts, plays and operas stimu- 
lated by the reputation of the city's 
annual festival. At Utopia, in rue 
Figui&re, English-language films 
can often be seen before they are 
released in Britain, and the cinema 
• is worth a visit simply for its restan-j 
ran*. Cavernous enough for any 
"Pbpe’ and decorated with enor- 
mous, faded mirrors, its shabby 
glamour is no doubt exquisitely 
ironic, but the food is everything 
one might expect of a genuine, old- 
fashioned brasserie. Just beyond its 
doors, the palace forms a dark 
and massive silhouette against the 
stars. Daughter echoes from a nar- 
row alley cut into the living rock. 
The stage is set, the scene is Avi- 
gnon. Anything might happen next. 


Vers le pont d’Avignon 


Getting there Flying from Britain 
to Avignon requires a change of 
plane in Paris - and since afl 
. flights to Avignon depart from 
Orly airport, it wilJ probably also 
involve a change of airports. If 
you travel from London on Air 
France (0181-742 6600), you have 
to transfer from Charles de 
Gaulle. The lowest fare is 
.£171.60, which includes the coach 
trip between Paris airports. A 
cheaper aHemative is to use 
Eurostar from London Waterloo, 
changing at Paris or Lille for a 
direct service to Avignon. The 
journey time is about nine hours, 
and the fare is £109 return 
through BR International (0171- 
834 2345) or the Rail Shop (0990 
300003 or 0990 717273): note that 
our researcher spent 25 minutes 
holding in a phone queue before 


a Rail Shop operator answered - 
£220-worth of waiting. 

Staying there Small central and 
good value hotels in Avignon 
include the Hotel Garlande (00 
33 4 90 85 08 85), where a double 
room is 30QF with breakfast 4QF 
per person extra; and the Hotel 
de Blauvac (00 33 4 90 86 34 11). 
where a double room with bath is 
295F with breakfast 38F each. 
More information The tourist 
office in Avignon, at 41 Corns 
Jean-Jaures, is very helpful, 
whether you call in (it’s a five- 
minute walk straight down the 
road from the railway station) or 
telephone (00 33 4 90 82 65 11 
from the UK). The French 
Government Tourist Office in the 
UK is at 178 Piccadilly, London 
W1V0AL (0891 244123. a 
premium-rate number). 
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Simon Calder 


Y ou read it here 
first: this year, you 
can expect a lot of 
newspaper travel stories 
on family camping 
holidays in France. 1 
fun her predict that a 
disproportionate 
number will involve the 
writer driving a Vauxhall 
Sintra and sailing on 
Brittany Ferries. 

In the most generous 
freebie offer of the year 
so far, the tour operator 
Eurocamp has written 
to journalists offering a 
free fortnight in France 
for them and their 
families. And when the 
company says “free" it 
isn’t kidding: 

“Your Eurocamp 
holiday will include 14 
nights’ accommodation 
in a tent or mobile home 
for two adults and three 
children ht any time in 
1997. Brittany Ferries 
are offering a 
complimentary return 
crossing for you and 
your family. A Vauxhall 
Sintra to drive for your 
whole holiday wall give 
you the driveability of a 
luxury estate car and 
that extra roominess to 
bring back a case or two 
of your favourite wine.’’ 
Don't worry about 
those irritating extras, 
either. Eurocamp will 
throw in personal and 
vehicle insurance, plus a 
Green Card. free. 

What if you would 
much rather offload the 
kids? PGL Adventure 
Holidays steps in with 
an offer that gives a 
whole new meaning to 
the concept of free child 
places: “We would be 
pleased to welcome one 
or two children free of 
charge on any of our 
UK holidays". 

If, like me, you find 
yourself familialy 
challenged, then the 
deal can be passed on: 

“It is transferrable to a 
friend or colleague's 
children, provided that 
you still write the 
holiday feature." 

To qualify for either 
of these free holidays, 
all you need do is write 


fora newspaper and. in 
PGL's words, “Agree to 
feature their adventures 
in next year's travel 
editorial" Any paper, 
that is, apart from The 
Independent. Our policy 
of refusing free or 
reduced-rate travel 
remains unchanged. 

There are, however, 
welcome signs that we 
may not remain in 
humble isolation for 
long. The Sunday Times. 
whose travel writers last 
weekend enjoyed free 
trips to Chamonix and 
Bali, has reviewed ail 
the leading British hotel 
guides. The paper's first 
choice reflected 
perfectly our no- freebie 
policy. The Good Hotel 
Guide was selected, 
simply because “Its 
great strength lies in its 
squeaky dean integrity - 
no free hospitality 

accepted". 

What is the most 
ridiculous holiday injury 
you have sustained? The 
writer and tour leader 
David Else has just 
returned from Tanzania 
with a couple of cracked 
ribs, and sets a painfully 
high standard with a 
mountaineering mishap. 

*Td successfully led a 
party of 12 tourists to 
the top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro'’, he writes. 
One member of the 
group was so pleased at 
reaching the 19.345-foot 
summit of Africa’s 
highest mountain that 
he decided to embrace 
Mr Else. 

“Unfortunately, he 
was a 15-stone 
bodybuilder. Even 
three-and-a-half miles 
above sea level, be had 
enough puff to pick me 
up and swing me around 
as a sign of gratitude - 
with such force that he 
broke two of my ribs." 

Despite his injury, Mr 
Else plans to lead 
another expedition to 
Kilimanjaro in a year’s 
time. “But next time I’ll 
make sure I brief all the 
clients on peak 
etiquette," 
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WIN &5,000 + IN PRIZES... 


1997 NATIONAL POETRY CO 
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House and Home 


j FACTORY SHOP} 

! SOFAS & SOFA BEDS ! 

J From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! > 

€ Styled and made to your own requirements. Deeper seats - Higher I 
or lower backs - Soft or firm cushions. A choice of hundreds of % 
fabrics from Sandersons, Liberty, Monk well and others. All work ) 
carried out by craftsmen and women. Not mass produced. We also ) 
I undertake reupholstering to the public and interior designer. ^ 
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The Poetry Guild invites you to enter 
a most prestigious National Poetry 
Competition. Founded over a quarter 
of a century ago, The Poetry Guild 
has published books in 14 countries, 
in 6 languages. 

Winners Published... 

All winning entries are guaranteed 
free publication in the new deluxe, 
harrirnvpr Jt foments of Reflecton 
All entries are eligible for the £1,000 - 
Grand Prize or one of 99 other prizes. 
Every poem entered is given a private 
review by our Selection Committee, . 

and each entrant will receive a per- 
sonal response from the Committee. 
Privileged membership to The Poetry 
Guild will be extended to all contest 
winners. Unpublished and published 
poets are welcome. NO purchase is 
required to enter or win the contest- 
Authors retain all rights to their work. 


Contest Rules 

1. Contest is open to alL except, 
current or past erppkjyees of 

The Ptoetry Guild and ibeir families. 

2. Tbe«B m entry ft* and «!] - i 
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Clocks & Witches 


r RADIO 
CONTROLLED 
WATCHES & 
CLOCKS 

Phenomenally accurate 
(JTUNGHANS & 
KUNDO-STAIGER) 
timepieces available hr 
Mail Order. 

Free Catalogue: 
CORNEAL CLOCKS & 

WATCHES 

FREEPOST LS6&UM, 
LEEDS LS8 5YY 

Teh 0118 283 7487 

( 24 bn - 7 days' 


3. Seed one original poem. 

20 lines |tn less), primed or Typed, 
any .subject, any style. 

4. The ctiHiist entry 
deadline is 7 March 1 997. 

5. Four contest* per year, and adl 
will award one Grand Prue winner 
£1,000. plus another 99 prizes wfli 
be awarded in each contest - 


To advertise in 
this section please call the 
Independent 
Traders Team on 
0171 293 2323/2344. 


FREE GIFT 


Receive the Vhhubte Guidebook 


"The Insider's Guide To 
Today’s Mo«t Noteworthy 
Poetry Publishers" 


AJail entry along with your name and complete address on poem to: 

The Poetry Guild • Contest KB128 
Marlborough Road. AUtbourae • Marlborough T Wilts SN82HP 
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Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 
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IV.} A3, ."Bull 
I'MI 


SYDNEY 

PERTH, 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONG KONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

MANILA 

SAIGON 


E354 £529 
£325 £594 
£354 £599 
£354 £559 
£238 £396 
£273 £399 
£242 £399 
£308 £415 
£274 £399 
£308 £561 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 

MEXICO cnY 


HK«n return 

Iron 

£122 £159 
£139 £159 
£159 £190 
£217 £253 
£217 £253 
£256 £256 
£138 £215 
£258 £319 
£175 £299 
£248 £286 


TOKYO 

DELHI 

JQ'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CAIRO 

GENEVA 


or* *jf «iun 
from 

£267 £495 
£198 £341 
£289 £374 
£297 £479 
£333 £495 
£197 £323 
£165 £275 
£145 £229 
£119 £119 
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worldwide attention to detail 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


ABOUND THE WORLD £677 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

JOHANNESBURG FROM £374 RETURN 
HONG KONG FROM £399 RETURN 


For be real lOMhwo on wnttwde 
travel, TnBftaders is your one stop 
travel shop. 

TMt&ndeis offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations ban 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can fcitor-mate your very 
own package witfa «p to 65% disown! 
on Mete anti |»r hire worldwide. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £30 HOTELS' 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALI NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMERICA DIRECTORY ON 0171-938 3366 
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FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF t HE 
TBAJIFINDES MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 I/m AB1H 69701 


194 Kensington High Street -J IMOMM /RG 
Long Haul FHghts. m ^- 93 ? 

First & Business Class: 9171-938 3444 

215 Kensington High Street ‘LONDON W8 660 
Transatlantic & European. 0171-937 S4D0 
42-50 Earls Court Road • LONDON IJJB 6FT 
Long Haul Flights - 0171-938 3366 

-24 The Priory Queensway • BJRMINGJWM B4 6BS 
Worldwide Rights 0121 -Z36 1234 

48 Com Street • BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
Worldwide Flights 0117-929 9000 
254-284 Sauchrehall Street • GLASGOW G2 3EH 
Worldwide Flights - 0141-353 2224 

58 Deansgate • MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
worldwide Flights: 0101-839 6969 
First & Business Class: 8161-839 3434 


All our shops art open Mnn-Fn S-?prr - Sat 9-Gpm * Sun. 10-6pm 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


people think the world of us! 
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CapitalniCHis 

OPEN I DAILY TILL LATE 


_ DAILY TILL LATE 
MDDGA fr E59 TtfRKEf fr£JS 
ALICANTE E59 CYPRUS £99 
FARO £G9 MALTA K5 
CANARIES £99 (1RUHD0 E1S9 
PALMA £9S NEW YORK £169 
GREECE Cl 23 AUSTRALIA £555 
WORLD FARES iVA UP .E AT DISCSy.T 

0171-209 4000 
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JETLINE 
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I SPAIN t,-«3 USA l- 169 

I PORTUGAL TO CARIBBEAN IBS 
I ISRAEL 95 AFRICA IBS 
1 GREECE 99 CANADA 179 
I TURKEY »9 INOLA 295 

I CYPRUS U9 FAR EAST 2S9 
I MID. EAST 189 AUSTRALIA 3SS 
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You d have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


AMSTERDAM from 


BERGEN f , om 


BRUSSELS from 


DUBIW from 


EDINBURGH from 


FRANKFURT from 


£69 return 


£145 return 


£74 return 


£69 return 


£59 return 


£99 return 


GLASGOW from 

£58 return 

LEEDS BRADFORD from 

£83 return 

NICE from 

£149 return 

PALMA from 

£119 return 



PRAGUE from £764 return 


I TEESSIDE frjm £93 return 


ZURICH from £99 return 

Return fora from London Heathrow. 

Lor.bct /our IccjI in •<* «K"t Of ut for rfrrjile on 


0345 5 54 5 5 4 or 
03 4 5 I. FLY BM 




3# British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 
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Travel 
times 
from £ 


many 
you like 
a year. 


With our annual travel insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. To enrol, call between 
8am and 8pm Monday to Friday HMH 
quoting reference IQ 16. gl||§|| 

0800700737 Insurance 


Certain nduwn and efagdainr ImuMtom jpptf 
IVHcvTcnm and Gandteoa «ip avaiWcon mfuad. 


Insurance 

Services 
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World Offers 
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lomoM-OPBtyiuvs 
wommtDe oi7t7M«tt 
BIRO PE 0171 730 3402 

NORTH AMERICA 0171 730 2101 

BRtSTOl 0117 929 2494 

BMHBURGM 0131 668 3303 

MANCHESTER 0161 273 1721 

□LASGOW 0141 553 1818 


NOW AVAILABLE 


HICK ML -BUY ONE 
GET A SECOND FOB Ifl PIKE 


44 BRANCHES :-. ! AT=C'.V.T3£ A'lD 
OPEN SUNDAYS '.0. CO-1 S. 23 A' 
52 G SO SVEN Off GARDENS 
•'Victoria O). LON DO'. - SiVliV 


'ROUND THE WORLD 


LONDON / BANGKOK/ 
SYDWY / LOS ANGELES / 
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UEST Worldwide 


+ USA AND 
CANADA ♦ 
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DIBECT 


L 0990 329 396 


Ifce; Open: PAonfti Barn^nn. Sat 9am-5pm. Sun Kfara^pm. 
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Flights Worldwide Rui.-i.-m Aronns. the ^.'orla 


SYDNEY £549 DELHI I £339 

PERTH 572 HONG BONG 394 

S AUCKLAND 442 BANGKOK I 394 

NAIROBI 325 SINGAPORE I - 394 

HARARE S35 LANGELES I 239 

JOHURG • 374 NEW .YORK l*» 

DUBAI 495 TORONTO - 234 
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1 0181*547 3322 QXS1-546 5000 
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I OL'EST WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 
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1 B 4/10 RICHMOND RD, KINGSTON. FUKREYmSHL OPEN 7 DAYS 


World offers 

. British Airways . 
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World Offers 
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World Offers 

.BRITISH AHEKAYS. 


PEMBROKESHIRE cottage. Watar- 
way wtow. Irai nnarby. Brochure 
TbL tOI437) G324K any Hma. 

SUPER CITY SAVERS. Paris 2nts 
£99 Istanbul E99. Treasures 0171 
49< 2292 ATOL 3703 


To Zedcopmte in the . " 
Beautiful Hatra Mountabts 
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WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


rei» Gjnfta^MhK Mm Mra4irim.qM| wife «h«MaIatf»TaHl tub 

Paris Brastv £43 j KewYoifc £156 : Vanaww £288 i NafeoN £339 

Aasterdan £66 ; Boston £156 ; Bangkok £3B : Maxko £288 

Genera £96 \ SahaadsBO £211 \ Singapore £114 i Uodeiandra 039 

Athens £99 \ Los Angels £211 ; HoCNUnh £540 i Perth £550 




DUBLIN from 5 UK CITIES £59 rtn 



lOflOQft KMCHQTIK S4SWW, LHBS 


OiKMO, CuenOGE tKSTQL, BKKHTOK - STA TRAVEL 
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PRIVATE CRUISE aboard lux. Bfl 
crawsd mo Mr yacfiL Sips 6. 
Wit ersh Ung ^ yaart 0181 348 

9515. 
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THIS NEWSPA 


"S!E!EBB!1 


If you have a complain: about an item in Ihb 
newspaper which concern inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or d sen'mination. 
write to the ed lor about it. 


If you're still dissatisfies you can write to ihe 
Press Complaint Commission, 
an independent organisati « established to uphold 
an editorial Code of F ractice for the Press. 


THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES (BY THE PCC's DECISIONS 

m 


1 SALISBURY SQUAR ■ LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0171 353 1248 Facsimik 0 171 353 8355 
Thii space Saj been d rioted by the publisher 
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CZECH REP, HUNGARY, Poland, h _. i-' 
Tbs Ba»c States. Skwald*. Ronu-. J ~ 
nla and Vbmna. Whte cbolc* tij-j > . 
tradfttanal quality hotots, fleriURv r < - .. 
chirotton short break*, muhlconlr* . ' 
MOdaysJUt In our *87 brochure:, - 
MB* Trevol 0171 323 3306 ATOL ; . ' . . 
2390 h : 

CZECH/SLOVAKtA. Alpine iriBaga In' ■' 
beautiful High Tatra rnountotna- . . 
Forests. Idles, aurtm pool, uratta. • ' - . 
ac net sips 4/a. ru. (oisij 557 . 


PRAGUE, BUDAPEST. Hotels, opts . 
& more from the Eastern Euro- 
pean specteMstE. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V7278 Hrocft 0121 . 
5505581 

PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST and 
Skwakla. Carnral pensions, hotels 
a apts. Czechare (0170G) S388B. ■ 

PRAGUE, BUDAPEST Cracow. 
Hotel bn £16 ppLNaw ideas! Try a ' 
Hgfisfi casds touc iwirachaMln 
Bohemla/Tatraa Mountains or 
Lake Btod In Skwenla. Auto Plan 
01543 257777 

JUST HUNGARY (loin Hungarians 
oho know. CRy breaks and rrmjoh 
more. Broch-Awdl. CoU 0171 287 
4839 ATOL 3TQ3. 


Greece 



If yon wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
Team on 0171 293 2222 


IjiPjit £> ySk> 
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Fhavana^ 

The Cuba Experience 


Enjoy a soy in Havana, the fascinating capital of Cuba, the 
Caribbean's largest island. Includes excursions (4 full day/2 
half-day £ Friday. Partagas cigar factory, Cnjimar, Hemingway's 
former home at La Vigia. S aturday : Old Havana (designated 
World Heritage site by UNESCO); Modem Havana. Sunday: 
Into the countryside to Guama and the ‘Bay of Figs'. Monday: 
Havana's Botanical . Gardens. Tuesday: VV'est to Pinar del Rio. 
Beautiful scenery in this tobacco growing region. Wednesday. 
Boat trip on Bay of Havana. 

Your 6 nts in Cuba are spent in the medium class Viejo y El Mar 
Hotel at Marina Hemingway, overlooking die Bay of Havana. 


Dept dates: 

Price: 

Dept dates: 

Price: 

20 Feb *97 

£659 

03,10 Jul 

£629 

27 Feb.13,20 Mar £639 

24 Jut 

£649 

27 Mar 

£709 

07,14 Aug 

£749 

10 Apr 

£659 

. 21 Aug 

£699 

24 Apr 

£639 

11,18 Sep 

£629 

15,22 Mav _ ; 

... £579 

25 Sep.05} Cfci 

£599 

05,1 2 Jun 

£599 . 

16330*.- 

£649 




|pi 


I The price jndudes: Scheduled Du/Gativick. fimsHawnamc all meals, 
|EmoH(mAircwin>Ht^l£cd]pMeP!ra 
LmA Not faefc UKDepl mx |£10«B bvaUrd m toniMl. Qlta viw £15. IjdoI 
dtp* tax: S15. Opt ins £26 (GnoV £45 (15 on). Booking tondmais apply J 
I To book, telephone (open daily inc. Sat/Sun): A 

■ 01306 744300 I 

Ax: -01306 744S34 . ^ 


ABTA V2S&X 

ATOkin^, 


The Travel Co\kctkm.|J 
Pxpdenc Koase. leaking, Surrey RH54AZ *£ 


It's closer than 
you think. 

The first Oasis Forest Holiday Village opens on the edge 
of the Lake District National Park in May and offers a 
wide choice of Indoor and outdoor, activities in a forest 
environment for all the family. For a brochure detailing 
luxurious Short breaks or longer holidays please call 

0990 086 086 

and quote code JN9102 or see approved Travel Agent 

brochures8oasisvillages.ccmall.coropuserve.com 

Oasis 


Forest Holiday Villages 


M ichel Buet, ski-school 
director at Les Arcs 
. 1800, led me down 
towards the resort Then 
he turned off the piste and we sided 
across deep snow to a little copse. 
-Here he took off hb backpack, 
pulled out a shovel, and started dig- 
ging. Ten minutes later he was stand- 
ing in a bole with his feet on the sod 
and his shoulders level with the sur- 
face of the snow. Why did he do this? 
Because I asked him to. 

Buet runs a course which, as far 
as he is aware, is the only one of Its 
kind in the Alps. His Ski Nature 
course (also called, poetically, /’esprit 
du renard, “the spirit of the fox' 1 ) 
lasts for one whole day and four 
half-days, and costs 690 francs (£77). 
Buet also plans to experiment with 
shorter versions. 

Forget the days you have spent 
with other ski guides and instructors; 
on Ski Nature, Buet doesn’t lead you 
down steep couloirs or over blind 
jumps, or tell you to bend your 
knees. Rather than exploring your 
skiing abilities, his course explores 
the mountain environment. There 
are sessions on mountain flora and 
fauna, snow structure, and the nat- 
ural hazards of the mountains; each 
one is combined with a little adven- 
ture on skis. The full day trip involves 
a journey on a horse-drawn drag-lift 
Into the Tfcnoise national park, 
which abuts the Les Arcs ski area - 
where, Buet promises, you will see 
wild chamois and bouquerins (stoats). 

What led Buet to devise the 
course was partly, he admits, the Km- 
rted challenge of being a ski teacher 
“Up and down, left and right - I’ve 
been doing it for 20 years.” More 
important was the desire to pass on 
“all the other stuff we learn while 
training ta be a teacher. It’s such a 
waste not ; to share that knowledge 
with people who come here to ski.” 
The feet that he has two children 
heightened his interest in educating 
skiers on safety. 

On a short trip to Les Arcs last 
month, I didn’t have time for the 
whole Ski Nature course. But Buet, 
a shy, charming 41-year-old with a 
sense of humour which keeps trying 
to burst through his reserve, gave a 
group of us a half-day sample of it. 
And we had a terrific morning. 

First, there was the unusual plea- 
sure of using skis for the purpose for 
which they were designed - as a 
means of transport In the spirit of 
the wild fox, which dislikes popu- 
lated areas, Buet led us away from 
the pistes on a long traverse through 
the forest Picking our way through 
the trees was not easy: my skis felt 
about a metre too long for the tight 
turn. During the frequent rests 
Buet identified different trees and 
pointed out animal tracks, mainly 
those of rabbits and foxes. 

Secondly, the valley was trans- 
formed, from a 30-year-old ski area 


for snow 

At Les Arcs 1800 you 
can see foxes and stoats 
- if you know where to 
look. By Stephen Wood 





On a ‘Ski Nature’ trip you explore the mountain environment rather than your skiing abilities 


into a patchwork of ancient mountain 
communities. Buet pointed out the 
village which 200 years ago had a 
school for mining apprentices; a bare 
hillside hadhad its trees cut down in 
the late-19th century to make pit 
props for a salt mine. When he spread 
out a detailed map on the snow to 
show us the lie of the land, it struck 
me-wbat a pitiful ttnnga piste map is: 
using if as your guide to the mount- 
ain fenvironment is a bit like explor- 
ing Paris with only a Metro map. 

The long traverse through the for- 
est took us to an exquisite early- 


18th-centuiy chapel, Notre Dame 
des Vemettes. built on the site of a 
spring with miraculous properties. 
Penitents came on pilgrimages to 
the chapel from as far away as 
Tignes, struggling up from the val- 
ley; we felt rather smart having 
travelled down to it on skis, and then 
being able to traverse back to the 
nearest ski lift 

Over lunch (if you go to Les Arcs, 
don’t miss Chez Lea in the hamlet 
of Le Planay) Buet told me about 
the part of his course where he digs 
a hole to reveal the structure of the 


snow. I persuaded him to give me 
some personal tuition on the way 
back to Les Arcs 1800. 

The walls of his hole revealed the 
history of this season’s snow. The 
heaw fall from late November was 
still fairly intact, because the ground 
temperature had remained con- 
stant; a rise in temperature would 
have degraded the crystals and 
destroyed the “branches” of its tree- 
like structure, an effect which can 
lead to avalanches: subsequent lay- 
ers of snow tend to slide off the top. 
But the evidence of two rain show- 


EHOTOGRAPH: ROBERT HARDING 

ers in early December was clear, two 
thin sheets of hard ice with a light 
snowfall sandwiched between them. 
The skiing surface, 25cm of snow 
from mid-December, covered up 
the season s previous history. 

Have you ever thought about the 
hidden depths of the snow- beneath 
your skis? Neither had I. You learn 
a lot on Michel Buet’s Ski Nature 
course. 

For details of Ski Nature, call Ema 
Low on 0171-584 2841. The course 
involves intermediate-level skiing, 



something 
to declare 


To coincide with the 75th Ann iversary of the Discovery of 
Tutankhamun's Tomb and a new exhibition of the treasures found 

A Celebration Performance at the Temple of Queen Hatshepsut at Thebes 


Trouble spots 


Advice from the Foreign 
Office (0171-238 4503) 
oh travel within China 

Muggings in the main 
cities, sexual harassment 
and crimes on Crains are 
increasing, as are thefts on 
overnight trains and coach 
journeys. Foreigners are 
now regular targets. 

The Trans-Siberian 
Railway is noted for 
sm uggling. Search your 
compartment for 
contraband before the 
journey commences, and 
secure the door. 

Areas bordering on 
Siberia, Pakistan, Vietnam, 
Laos and Burma are poorly 


policed. Drug smuggling 
and related crimes are on 
the incraese in Yunnan 
province. 

An earthquake 
measuring 6.4 on the 
Richter scale occurred on 
21 January near Kashgar. 
Xinjiang Province. The 
quake has caused a great 
deal of damage and could 
affect visitors using the 
Karakorum pass route from 
Pakistan to Uramqi. 

Only Air China, China 
Southern, China Eastern 
and Shanghai Airlines are 
believed to cany out 
internationally recognised 
aircraft maintenance 
procedures. 


Bargain of the week 

This could be the month to go back to Pan Am. The US . 
airline has begun flying a gain within North America, and 
Tiailfinders (0171-937 5400) has stitched together a deal 
with Virgin Atlantic to take travellers to the underrated 
destination of Puerto Rico. You fiy from Gatwick to 
Miami on Richard Branson’s airline, then transfer to Pan 
Am for the short hop to San Juan. The deal costs £325 
return, including tax, and runs from 15 February until 10 
March. _ 

For more gbbetmtnng bargains see the new Travel & 
Money section in tomorrow’s Independent on Sunday. 


True or false 

Smoking is prohibited on all trains in New Zealand 


Tree -almost The 
compendious new third 
edition of Colin Thy tor's 
Australia and New Zealand 
by Train (Brad!, £10.95) 


should congregate: on the 
open observation car of die 
ThanzAlpine from 
Christchurch to Greymouth. 

“This is formed from the 
power cars, the ends of 
which are open to the 
elements like a cattle truck. 


Passengers stand in the 
breeze to enjoy not only 
the sight but the sounds 
and smell of the scenery - 
and smokers here can 
enjoy a crafty drag, which 
is prohibited everywhere 
else on New Zealand's 
railways.” 

Whether or not you 
smoke, the author 
commends this line as “one 
of the top 10 train journeys 
of the world”. 


(juiseppe Verdi never realised his 
dream of staging Alda in its actual 
setting. The nearest he came was a 
performanceat the Cairo Opera House 
in 1871. Now over a 120 years lafcerthe 
Egyptian government have decided to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
discovery of Tutankhamun's Tomb 
with both a special exhibition of the 
treasures found and for what prom- 
ises to be a spectacular presentation 
of Aida in the idyllic setting of Queen 
Hatshepsut' 's Temple at Thebes. 

A cast o/hundreds indudesartuts 
from the Cairo Ballet Company and 
Symphony Orchestra, a chorus of300 
members.! 00s ofEgyptian soldiers to 
take part in the bi umpha) inarch, plus 
marry on horseback who will ride up 
the Processional Wayinto the temple 
itself. The five-night itinerary also 
includes a flight to Cairo and a stay at 
one of the world's most famous hotels 
- Mena House which overlooks the 
Pyramids, for a visit to the Egyptian 
Museum where on display will be 
treasures from Tutankhamun's T omb 
rarely seen by the public. The visit 
concludes with a Son et Lumifcre per- 
formance at the Sphinx and Pyra- 
mids. This wiD take place during an S- 
day period in October, probably the 
loveliest month to visit Upper Egypt 

The Programme 

Day 1 Depart Gatwick by Air 20 00 
or MDi^rdrAnwaysnon-slopflightU) 
Luxor. On arrival transfer to the 5- 
star Nile Diamond which will he our 
accommodation and our base. 

Day 2 Visit the Valley of the Kings 
at Thebes, containing 62 excavated 
tombs. Continue to MedinetHabuand 
the Colossi ofMemnon before return- 
ing to our vessel. 

Day 3 The MS Diamond sets sail 
in the morning through a timeless 
Nile scenery toQena. On arrival make 
die short drive to Dcnderah to viai t the 
Temple of Hathor and the Tomb of 
Osiris. Return toLuxorin the evening. 

Day 4 Visit the Temple of Karnak 
awl the Temple of Luxor. Intheafter- 
noon relax and enjoythe sights of the 
Nile as we make a cruise south of 
Luxor returning in afternoon. After 
cocktails and canapes travel to Queen 
Hatshepsut’sTemple for the celebra- 
tion performance of Aida. Afterwards 
return to the vessel fora Gala Dinner. 

Day 5 Fly to Cairo and travel 
onwards to thefyramids at Giza and 
the Hotel Mena House that overlooks 
them. Yisit the Egyptian Museum and 
the 75th annhwsaiy exhibition dis- 
playing the treasures from Tutankha- 
mun's Tomb which are rarely on pub- 
lic view. Id fee evening attend a Son 
et Lumiftre performance in front of 
the Sphinx and Pyramids, 

Day6The morning is reservedfor 
independent sightseeing or relaxa- 
tion in the hotel’s grounds. Ourspe- 
aallKght leaves Cairo in the evening 
for the return (light to Gatwick. 


MDA 



A 3 or 5-night visit to Upper Egypt 
on board file 5-star MS Diamond 
from£695.00 

To be performed by Wilhelmina Fernandez (Aida), 
Guiseppe Giaccomini (Ra dames), Bruna BagJioni 
(Airmens) and directed by Atellio ColoneJIo 



system, laundry. TVs and private 
shower rooms and \VC with each com- 
fortable cabin. The tinted picture vrin - 
dows of these cabins give passengers 
a king-sized view of the banks of the 
Nile and all its splendours. For the 
energetic there is a swimming pool, 
exercise equipment and jacuszi. 

NRMjfycd ta demand ain>lniM\uryivs$i;Uu 
llKumcMambnlmllhe uspl 

The Venue - The Temple of 
Queen Hatshepsut 

There is probably no more spec- 
tacular and stunning setting for a 
temple or for that matter on operatic 
performance than the Mortuary Tem- 
ple of Queen Hatshepsut. Set against 
a mountain backdrop, the Temple oi 
Queen Hatshepsut lends itself to be- 
ing a natural amphitheatre and in its 
own right is one of the most notable 
monuments ofEgyptian architecture, j 

Diw; fo> rtw periomance jnd Tub tVmnu . 
Bbdrtk. 

Departure Dates & Prices 

1W7 • jvr prnan in a Unn whin -tmtm 

October 9 (5 nights 1 
Opening Nrghl departure -£60.00 
(Singbsupplerrtenti23u^ri) 

October 14 (3 nights^ 

Does not visit Cairo -X695.00 
ISjngfcsupjtemmtXWO.Wt 

October 17 (5 nights) 

FrnaJ Night departure '-£95<l.0n 
(SinglerondernentjC23(UX>l 
Upper decks supplements 50.W 

■fidset Supplements 

OpeningNi^tkteta^ 

The categories bclw: reflect the per- 
ceived value of the different vantage 
pants. 

Category A seals -£1 75.1X1 

CaUtg^Bseats-£125.00 
Category C seats - £50.00 

MerIadBiteciransi)uruiKin«i(iiuie^ mm 
anil brakfasi ai l he Mena Hum*, starobid ‘Jj 

aicftn) NdmSirthcperiiinnancriU.Vicla.CuLi 
umarr. SmetUirnferrai ttvPvrainiil*, mil and 
eiXranwlw1ni!)t-TutankhainunE]chihiiiqn.j|| 
tafcaanJ viu charges and full buarJuflbuinlthe 

MS DwrunJ. Not I nrtiw t e c t: lran-1 insurance 
Our cumnl CbnUilmre of Btnking tj cnpvol 
wucb » anibhlc no request i jhaJl apply tu all 
bwdanftfr. 

’ The 3-nig)ft rttnrrary fnlkrua vhejame j«i* 

(hamnwaaihf dmnao'atwkVMtCrptltuI EtsvSt, 

■'ftuLldl ant pauL-npere fly Uintah- hack Iinm 
UixnrWUaitrkkiinlbra.Tliei^-niieriuTni- 
-*wuiHVihvnVninK«]Ahi\i>iJirT 

0171-6161000 


The MS Diamond 

Recently built the MS Dianvmd is 
11 metres wideand7I5metres long 
with a draft ofivi more than 90am. 
The two Man trac engines are state- 


of-the-art American products. So 
are chestainlesssted kitchens that 
provide fine dining in the one-sit- 
ting, spacious restaurant Other 
modem conveniences include air- 
conditioning, a water purification 


VOYAGESjULESVERNE 

, 21 Dorset Square. 
London NW 1 6QG 

TnwdPntiMmUd.UTVlIWiUTm.HK'tl 

Internet hup^tanv.rivxo.nk 
W aw i ^i , n»^ wna , w 
9|rtMpmnaJnuinii,ili«.*iicrhoarMn'<iQni- 

^iBrcWjyiDnfriiBiiwrkavJ-j. 


if) & 


t 








L 


16 


outings 


SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 


THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


A giant £1 coin 
inspires wishful 
thinking... 


Simon Calder visits the British 
Museum’s new Money Gallery 


S windon: that would be the ideal 
location for a brand-new Money 
Gallery. The Monde* project in 
the Wiltshire town, aimed at 
creating a cashless community, means 
that hard currency is closer to becoming 
a museum piece in Swindon than any- 
where else in Britain. 

But. on the basis that London has a 
bigger catchment area, the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Bank - which owns the 
Midland - has stumped up for a rich new 
exhibition hall in the British Museum. 
The Money Gallery opened yesterday. 
And like any decent savings account, it 
is already attracting interest. 

From the main entrance to the British 
Museum, battle your way through the 
swirling coachloads and ascend the main 
staircase - which looks as though it could 
be modelled on the approach to a 
moneylender’s temple. Swing round to 
the right, and locate room 68. an icily 
pale-green chamber full of exhibits worth 
their weight in gold (or silver, or bronze). 

The basic principles are as sound as 
the Bank of England. Four millennia of 
money, from Mesopotamia to Mondex, 
are traced out in a room the size and 
shape of a long, thin, high street bank. 

Ancient accountants set the tone, 
with the ancient equivalent of a till 
receipt: 3 clay tablet issued in Ur, now 
in Iraq, in 2046BC. It records a transac- 
tion where seven oxen could be bought 
for seven-and-3-ha/f shekels each. 

The remarkable thing about the 
ancient coins is how little they have 
changed. The first recognisable tokens, 
made of gold and silver as a measurable 
and portable store of value, were issued 
2500 years ago in what is now Turkey. 
Shortly afterwards the first forgers 
started work, plating base metals to 
look like solid gold coins. Government 


financial crises were not far behind: at 
the time of the Peloponnesian War in 
407BC, the Athenians were so strapped 
for cash that they melted down the stat- 
ues of Victory on the Acropolis to make 
coins to finance the war effort. Two thou- 
sand years and miles away, these remain 
as small and bright as buttons. 

Around the birth of Christ the first 
experiments with the modern concept of 
money began. The emperor Wang Mang 
of China issued tokens that he promised 
were worth much more than the value 
of the metal they contained - honest 
Few believed him. 

It took the development of world trade 
to create a system of money that is not 
based on precious commodities. Receipts 
issued by gold merchants comprised die 
first paper money. You could use these 
vouchers as if they were gold coin, 
because they were backed by precious 
metals in the vaults. But the crucial mes- 
sage for children is what happened next. 
When the "Gold Standard” was aban- 
doned (which in Britain took place in 
1931). the result was a value system 
based upon belief; a £10 note can only 
be worth 70 minutes of labour for the 
average British worker, or nearly two 
million Turkish lire, if society believes it 
to be so. This is a - perhaps the - prime 
example of how a community functions. 

Once children have come to terms 
with this concept, there is not too much 
more to hold therr interest. A giant £1 
coin inspires some wishful thinking 
among those who consider their pocket 
money too modest, while a big bronze 
cash register rings out the days when 
£1 5s 6d would buy a good family day out 
rather than merely a cup of tea in the 
museum cafe. 

A British lottery ticket from 1786 
shows how ideas arc as circular as coins. 



Richard Edmond and Lucas Summers coming to terms with the Implications of cash photograph: wool* mm 


though the prize was rather less than 
tonight’s roll-over jackpot. And, at the 
centre of the gallery, the proceeds of an 
unresolved court case from three cent- 
uries ago are left splaying from leather 
money bags: the protagonists died before 
the case was resolved, so the state kept 
the cash. And, straight from the shops 
of Swindon, is a Mondex card heralding 
the cashless society. 

The $64,000 question is, how reward- 
ing will children find the new gallery? 
The explanatory texts seemed aimed at 
6ft bankers - who. unlike children, will 
find the information at eye level Most 
of the exhibits are at lower altitude, but 
the overall impression is that the gallery 
is firmly for grown-up devotees of dosh. 
The Bank of England Museum, across 
in the Gty, is much more hands-on - but, 
annoyingly, does not open at weekends. 

Back at the Money Gallery, though, 
two nine-year-olds from St Peters School 
in Hammersmith were coming to terras 


with the implications of cash - and 
showing that they were already fairly 
financially astute: 

Richard Edmond: “I liked the really 
big £1 best - I'm bored of seeing the 
small £1 coins, though I do like the new 
ones with different designs. When I saw 
all the money spread out from the 
money bags in the middle of the room, 
I thought ‘That’s a lot', but then I saw 
that it was only £75.” 

Lucas Summers: "I think if we still had 
the old money I'd feel richer. I liked the 
big old cash register, but I couldn’t 
really understand the numbers on it I try 
to save up my pocket money and keep 
it in the bank.** 

The deal 

The Money Gallery is in the British 
Museum. Great Russell Street, London 
WC1 (0171-636 1555). The nearest tube 
stations are Hoi born (Central and Pic- 
cadilly lines) and Tottenham Court Road 


(Central and Northern). Limited (and 
expensive) parking is available nearby. 
Disabled access: fifes to the upper floor. 
A leaflet about facilities for the disabled 
is available upon request 
Admission: free, though donations are 
requested upon entrance to the museum. 
and for the introductory guide to the 
exhibition. 

Opening times: 10am-5pm from Monday 
to Saturday, 2J0pm-6pm on Sundays. 
The museum will close on Good Friday 
(28 March) and May Bank Holiday 
Monday (5 May). 

Food: there is a cafe in the museum, but 
it is inconveniently hard to reach from 
the Money Gallery. The journey involves 
a long walk through half-a-dozen ancient 
civilisations, and if you take a wrong Run 
you could find yourself in Assyria rather 
than a tea bar. Once there, the sandwich 
plate - a sandwich, scone and cake, plus 
tea - will revive children and their par- 
ents for a modest £3.95. 


‘Are we 
nearly there?’ 

T here’s a wealth of places where kids 
can discover the history of money, . 
and none of those below asks you - 
to part with any cash to get in. 

Bank of England Museum, Bartholomew 
Lane, Lomton EC2 (0171-601 4878) 
Traces the history of the Bank, which 
numbers among past customers one 
Horatio Nelson. On show arc gold bare 
and the world's finest collection of bank ■ 
notes, including handwritten bills. An 
interactive dealing desk gives a taste of 
modern money markets; pikes and 
muskets once used to defend the bank 
remind visitors of more lo-tech days. 
Open 10-5pm Mon-FrL 

Museum of Mankind, Burlington 
Gardens, London W1 (0171-437 2224) 
The Gilded Image shows gleaming pre- 
Columbian gold from South and Central 
America. Not money so much as 
valuable body art. Open Mon-Sat 10am- 
5pm. Sun 2.30-6pm. 

The Sovereign Gallery, 7 Grosvenor 
Gardens, London SW1 (0171-828 
8724) 

An insight into the 500-year history of 
that most romantic of coins, the 
sovereign, including the handsome 20- 
shilling gold sovereign introduced by 
Henry VII to dignify his new Tudor 
dynasty. Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm. 

Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street 
Oxford (01865-278 000) 

About 20 cases of money from Ancient 
Greek to early English, curated to 
illustrate historical themes including 
athletics and architecture. Guides help 
children to learn how the iconography of 
coins reflects political propaganda and 
mythical beliefs. Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
4pm, Sun 2pra-4pm. 

Hunterian Gallery, University of 
Glasgow, University Avenue, Glasgow 
(0141-330 4221) 

Children will be pleased by the idea of 
a case holding £lm. Unfortunately, it's 
all in chopped up tenners (worn-out 
bank notes are used as fertiliser). 
Scotland's largest coin collection covers 
forgery and early bartering (iron 
arrowheads from Nigeria, tea bricks 
from China), pieces of eight and the 
small change of Cleopatra. Youngsters 
are encouraged to try their hand at 
identification. Open Mon-Sat. 9.30am- 
5pm. 

Liese Spencer 
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a mole 


Angela Wilkes joins a first-aid course for wildlife 



First catch the animal - no easy task. Then make a note of the usuries 


R escuing injured wild animals 
isn’t easy. An died guillemot 
wQl stab its saviour’s eyeball; 
a seal has Rottweiler jaws 
and can bite with remarkable speed; 
a tawny owl. ran lock tendons to 
make its feet 'virtually inseparable 
from its rescuer's hand 
• Yet many animals would not be 
injured in the first place if it weren’t 
for us -and our toxic waste, litter, poi- 
sons, snares, guns, discarded fishing 
tackle and vehicles. At least 50,000 
badgers are killed on the roads each 
year, says the National Federation of 
Badger Groups, a fifth of the total 
badger population. Much of this 
wholesale slaughter is hidden, with 
hundreds of thousands more native 
British mammals and birds dying 
unseen, from dehydration, gangrene 
and flyblow. 

No wonder more and more people 
are guiltily dying to pick up the 
pieces, taking the injured wildlife to 
the nearest vet or animal rescue 
centre. And now there is, by popular 
demand, a first-aid course for wildlife 
run by the RSPCA at its MaDydams 
Wood education centre near Hast- 
ings, East Sussex. The centre was orig- 
inally meant for the RSPCAs own 
staff, then was extended to volunteer 
wildlife rehabilitates and other inter- 
ested members of the public. 

The charity also runs three big Spe- 
cialist wildlife hospitals (in Cheshire, 
Somerset and Norfolk). Much of the 
expensive, state-of-the-art equipment 


and surgical expertise in these has 
been adapted from experience with 
pets and farm animals. 

The RSPCA estimates that at least 
700 independent animal rescue and 
rehabilitation units are operating 
throughout this country. Anyone who' 
calls the RSPCA’s 24-hour emergency 
line with a wildlife casualty is given the 
address of the nearest unit 

Getting the injured or sack animal 
to a vet or wildlife rescue centre fast 
should be the first-aider’s top prior- 
ity, says Richard Thompson, an 
RSPCA wildlife officer. Ideally, that 
should be within six hours. “And 
often, an animal’s best chance of sur- 
vival rests with the quality of the first 
aid it has received, 7 ' he says. 

But it is important not to cut cor- 
ners in the rush. Witness toe man who 
heaved 301b of unconscious badger on 
to his car passenger seat By the time 
he bad got round to the driver’s 
door, the badger was up on the dash- 
board. Its would-be rescuer quickly let 
it out unexamined and untreated. 

Another rescue bid, of a swan that 
appeared to be stuck in a frozen pond, 
also went wrong when a young man 
fell through the ice. Other people 
have freed snared foxes and badgers 
by cutting the wire. But the animals 
have run -off with the snare’s noose 
still cutting into deep, encircling 
wounds. 

nan ahead, move deliberately and 
slowly, and know your limitations, 
advises Mr Thompson. Wildlife first 


aid should do the same as its human 
equivalent; preserve life, prevent 
deterioration and promote recovery. 
Here are 10 vital pointers to help 
wildlife first-aiders do just that 

1. Be safe. Check traffic, landslip 
possibilities, live current, incoming 
tides etc. Don’t try to shift anything 
too big or fierce, solo. Better to call 
an animal ambulance than muff it 
Pinpoint the location; map refer- 
ences help when it comes to releas- 
ing the animal (a badger may be killed 
as an intruder if on the wrong 
ground). 

2. Be aware of pollutants, poisons 
(Wirfarin from bait can enter the 
skin), and diseases (rabies, lepto- 
spirosis, chlamydia, bird-lung, etc) 
that can be passed on to humans. 
Wear goggles (remember, some birds 
have beaks sharp enough to harpoon 
fish). Leather gardening gloves pro- 
tect from bites, pecks and scratches. 

3. Catch the animal. If the casualty 
is up and running you may get only 
one chance, so move slowly, keeping 
yourself between it and the escape 
route. 'Ey to back it into a corner, or 
outhouse. You could throw over a 
towel, scarf or coat, so that the ani- 
mal is wrapped round to restrain 
limbs or wings. Indoors, turn off 
lights to calm the animal down. 

4. Monitor the casualty. Write down 
what you see, and watch what comes 
out at either end. Cover the animal's 
head to reduce stress. Keep dogs and 


onlookers away. Remember, an 
unconscious animal can come round, 
or deteriorate, suddenly. 

5. Secure file casualty. Make sure the 
box/cage/sack is shut tight, but venti- 
lated. Remember foxes can bite 
through wire, cardboard and bas- 
kets. Put birds into boxes, not cages, 
to avoid feather/wing damage. 
Restrict noise and handling to min- 
imise stress. 

6. Do an ‘ABC’: make sure the Air- 
way is dear. Pm the animal in the best 
position for easy Breathing. Check 
Circulation. Mouth-to-mouth resus- 
citation and heart massage aren’t, of 
course, practicable options. But you 
ran stem bleeding by direct pressure 
on an artery. Don’t remove tight 
wires, etc. They may be stopping 
blood loss. 

7. Immobflfse the animal It may have 
broken bones. Put rolled towels either 
side of it in the container (leave 
splinting to a vet). 

8. Tty to keep your trip to the rescue 
centre/vet short and smooth. Double- 
check that the container is secure - 
you don’t want a rampant casualty 
loose in toe car. 

9. Keep the animal warm if you have 
to delay. Newspaper is an excellent 
insulator; or keep the casualty 
wrapped up with a hot-water bottle, 
or in an airing cupboard for gentle, 
all-round warmth. Don’t overdo it - 
a shocked animal can’t regulate hs 
own body temperature. Don't keep it 
more than six hours - an unconscious 
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animal with an unemptied bladder 
can die of kidney failure. 

10. Record on the box lid when, 
where and how you found toe animal, 
and any treatment given. Add your 
name and phone number. 

The RSPCA will not generally 
release a recovered but crippled casu- 
ally that cannot cope on its own. But 
some animal sanctuaries wfll take 
blinded hedgehogs, three-legged foxes 
et al, subject to a vet’s advice. It’s up 
to you to phone in and find out what 
has happened to your injured animal 
once you’ve handed it over. Vets are 
obliged, by a voluntary British Vet- 
erinary Association directive, to treat 
wildlife emergencies free. 

The RSPCA has a 24-hour animal 
emergency line (0990555999). De/ails 
of animal courses for aduiis and chil- 
dren from RSPCA. Ma Bydams Wood, 
Peter James Lane, Fanlight, East Sus- 
sex TN35 4AH (01424 812055), £10 or 
£15 a day Brochure of day courses for 
children (centres nationwide, book 
early) from RSPCA Education, HQ 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex, 
RHI2 IHG (01403 264181). The 
RSPCA lists members of the British 
Wildlife Rehabtiilators CoundL Tiggv- 
wirtlde j Wildlife Hospital. Trust, Aston 
Road, Haddenham, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP 17 8AF lists 200 members of the 
European Wildlife Re/wbi/it a tors Asso- 
ciation and has a 24-hour casualty 
advice line (01844 292292). 


Buzzards go east 

These magnificent birds of prey are on the increase. Daniel Butler reports 




O ne day in the 

summer of 1969, a 
man 1 hadn't seen 
before arrived at out back 
door. He was short and 
stocky, with a neatly 
trimmed red beard, and 
by way of introduction be 
said, “I'm dying of cancer, 
and I don’t want any 
bloody sympathy." 

His manner was so 
abrupt that I was slightly 
taken aback. “All right," I 
replied. “What do you 
want?" 

He explained that he 
was a mustard-keen deer- 
stalker, but that now, 
being too weak to extract 
a dead beast from toe 
wood, he could no longer 
go out on his own. Could 
he come out with me 
when tbe season started? 

After some discussion 1 
agreed to take him, 
whereupon he said, 
“There's only one 
1 condition." 

“What's that?" 

“That when I die you’ll 
have my dog.” 

Again 1 was nonplussed, 
and asked. “What is it?" 

Returning to his car. he 
let out a beautiful black 
labrador called Kate, then 
about a year old. Once 
more I was cautious - but 
after 1 had seen how well 
she was shaping as a gun 
dog, I agreed to inherit 
her when toe time came. 

Ron did not live very 
long. During periods of 
remission he managed a 
few expeditions into toe 
woods, and I think greatly 
enjoyed them; but then in 
1970 the disease took a 
final hold, and he faded 
away. Kate joined our 
household, and ever since 
then we have had black 
labradors. 

To call Kate lethargic 
would be a classic 
understatement; she was 
so dozy that once, when 
an artist was secretly 
drawing her as a present 
for me, my wife had to fire 
a .22 repeatedly through 
an open window into tbe 
flower-bed to keep her 
alert Yet out shooting she 
sprang to life, and she 
became brilliant at 
tracking deer, 

In due course Kate 
produced Pumpkin, 
Pumpkin produced Pansy, 
and Pansy produced 
Zephyr; but Zephyr - alas 
- produced nobody, due 
to some hormonal 
eccentricity, so that when 
she died last week at toe 
age of 13, it was a 
particularly sad occasion: 
not only toe end of a life, 
but also the end of a line. 

I buried her in a copse 
at the corner of our big 
field - and no activity puts 
one in closer touch with 
the earth than the digging 
of a grave. The ground 
was covered in ivy, so that 
first 1 had to chop down 
through a mass of fine 
roots. Beneath the surface 
layer toe soil became 
more like clay, dry and 


Nature gives 
all creatures 
a certain 
span. In 
human terms, 
Zephyr was 
in her 

nineties. She 
simply came 
to the end 
of the 

canine road 


hard, but easy to cut 
through. About a foot 
down I found a fragment 
of biuc-and-white china, 
showing that someone had 
dug there years ago. 

The morning had 
started grey, but as I 
worked toe sun came out 
and shone brightly. I 
thought back over the 
careers of the four 
bitches, their triumphs in 
the shooting field, their 
crazy habits, their sense of 
humour, the way they had 
won our hearts and 
rendered us speechless 
with exasperation. 

I consoled myself with 
the knowledge that all 
four had good working 
lives. Kate was run over 
prematurely, crossing a 
main road in pursuit of a 
pheasant, but the others 
reached a ripe old age. 

If you live in the 
country, it is no good 
being sentimental; you 
must accept that nature 
gives all creatures a 
certain span, and you 
cannot expect any more. 

In human terms. Zephyr 
was in her nineties - 
nearly twice toe age that 
Kate’s first owner reached 
- and simply came 10 the 
end of the canine road. 

Id the hazels above me 
bluents were singing. > 
Down on toe lake geese 
kept calling, and buzzards 
whistled above the 
escarpment. Up the hill 
our ewes, now heavily 
pregnant, were enjoying 
the sunshine. Their laiflbs 
will arrive in March, but 
even though they are of 
pedigree stock, most will 
go to the butcher at tbe 
age of six or seven 
months. t 

In other words, even as 
I delved into toe earth, 
the life of the land was 
carrying on all around, 
and I found this 
comforting. Just as I 
finished, heaping up a 
little rectangular mound, 
clouds coining in from the 
east blotted out the sun, 
and toe morning turned 
grey, which seemed 
appropriate enough. 

After nearly 27 years 
with dogs in the house, it 
feels odd to have none. 

“Get another," friends 
urge, and probably we 
wilL But it will have to 
have quite some charm 
and sense of humour if it 
is Lo match the character 
of the four black ladies 
who have gone before. 


a n er ^ ,a P s i?ecause th fiy' re - 

our commonest big 

I raptor, all too often they 
get ignored by ornithologists, but 
buzzards are magnificent birds 
which are doing really well” 
limes Sim, a researcher for toe 
RSPB, has just finished a three-year 
research project studying buzzards 
along the Welsh border- Although 
his census of soaring adult birds is 
not precise, it gives a good guide to 

the number of breeding pairs, and 

the results have surprised even the. : 
experts. A prelirainaiy analysis . 
suggests that the population density 
has roughly doubled since 1983. 

One reason for the raised 
eyebrows is that, despite the 
increase in numbers, so far buzzards 
have not expanded their range to 
the same extent. Radio tracking of 
birds in Do reel may answer that 
conundrum. It seems that buzzards 
are conservative: “Although the 
young birds disperse widely at first, 
they tend to return to their nest 
area when they reach breeding 
age," wx pTains Chris. Mead, of the 
British Trust for Ornithology. 

: Asa result, until recently toe rate-. 

of expansion eastwards has been 

limited to around 1 kilometre a 
year, but there are now signs that 
. densities have reached saturation: 


“There is a point at which a 
shortage of food and nest sites wifi 
force them to be more adventurous 
in looking for new breeding 
territories," says Junes Sim. 

Buzzards soaring on their broad, 
4ft wingspans are now common 
sights above some motorways, and 
in just a few yeans they have spread 
east from Bristol as far as Newbury. 

The expansion is not confined to 
major roads. Scotland and Ireland 
have seen big increases and even 
the relatively buzzard-unfriendiy 


its first success in a century. 

Not surprisingly, however, the 
most spectacular expansions are 
along the frontiers of th* .r Welsh, 
Scottish and West Country 
strongholds. Wiltshire and Avon 
have seen dramatic increases, with 
toe number of sightings reported to 
the Oxford Ornithological Society 
doubling between 1993 and 1994 
alone, while breeding pairs in toe 
area have rocketed from three'in 
■ the mid-Hghties to about 20 today. 

So what underlies this rapid 
growth in numbers? “It is probably 
linked to the explosion in rabbit 
numbers," says bines Sim. 

Tbe result has been a succession 
of record-breaking breeding 

seasons: “Using BTO data, the 



Buzzard and rabbit prey 

PHOTOGRAPH.- PLANET EARTH 

RSPB has found that for the last 10 
years or so buzzards have produced 
more young than ax any time since 
toe Fifties," says Sim. Though an 
average of L7 fledglings surviving 
from each successful breeding 
attempt may seem low, in fact it 
represents rapid population growth. 
Buzzards are kmg-bved and for the 
population to remain static, each 
pair has to produce onty two young 
which reach adulthood, from 
perhaps 10 breetons attempts. 

This is a rareenvmonmental stoty 
- representing unqualified good 


news. Unlike the voracious 
goshawk, these large raptors prey 
almost exclusively on pests; “They’re 
not fussy." says Sim. “During the 
breeding season they take a lot of 
rabbits, but we’ve also found they've 
. eaten rats, moles and young crows.” 

This is not to say they escape 
■ persecution. The RSPB says more 
buzzards are killed illegally than 
any other bird of prey. As 
inveterate scroungers, they are 
prone to poisoning from illegal 
baits left for crows and foxes; then- 
slow flight makes them tempting for 
the trigger-happy; and their noisy 
breeding calls mean their nests are 
easy to find. Nevertheless, Sim says, 
most keepers now recognise that 
buzzards are harmless. 

Chris Mead, however, believes 
that persecution explains much of 
toe buzzard's slowness to spread 
east. His theory is that deaths 
within an existing range cause 
young birds to stay and fill the 
vacuum, rather than disperse to 
uncofonised areas. 

But, he says, the magnificent 
sight of buzzards soaring effortlessly 
on thermals is likely to become 
more common. And, though they 
will never be plentiful in flat, open 
areas of toe South-east, “sooner or 
later they’Q certainly get there." 
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cuttings i you can grow your own way 



Anna Pavord sows her summer vegetables 


F lower of the hour: winter 
\asm\nc,Jasminum nudiflt 


r jasm i ne, Jasminum nudifionim. 
What eke flowers unperturbed in 
the teeth of Siberian gales, on dank 
north walls, and other places where 
nobody ever remembers to feed it? 
it is ill-treated, too. by maniac 
clippers, who reduce it from an 
elegant, drooping curtain to an 
upright shaving-brush. Pin the lax 
growths up as high as you can and 
allow the fresh, green growths (the 
only ones that will Sower) to hang 
down like a waterfall in born of the 
thicker, buff stems. If you have high 
retaining walls or banks, plant 
winter jasmine at the top and allow 
it to fall naturally down to cover the 
stonework. When pruning, don’t 
give it a prison haircut overall. 
Selectively cut out some old 
flowered stems at base level, leaving 
the rest of the waterfall intact. 

Grown this way. jasmine will 
climb to 12-15fL deciduous but 
looking evergreen because of the 
brightness of the stems. The clear 
yellow flowers open from buds 
often tinged with red, and last from 
November to February. 


M y seed potatoes have arrived. 
I announced the fact brighdy 
to daughter No 2. “And?” she 
replied after a pause just long 
enough to wither entirely any hope on my 


part that the parcel might be a subject fit 
for family conversation. But in the soli- 


I ’d feel better about the New 
Year's crop of bills if they were 


franked with the Royal Mail’s 
brilliant new greetings stamps, 
which show off the work of 18th- 
century flower painters such as 
Georg Ehret. His brilliant blue 
Gatiiana acatdis, ice-white 
magnolia and elegant Iris latifolia 
are among the 10 special stamps. 
The set also includes two of his 
lovely tulips. Less well known than 
Ehret is Augusta Withers, of Usson 
Grove in London. She was flower 
painter in chief to Queen Adelaide 
in 1830 but her brilliant orange 
gazania in the greetings stamp set 
looks as wildly modem as anything 
from the Flower Van at the Conran 
Shop in London. The set of 10 first' 
class stamps, with stickeis included, 
costs £2.60 from all post offices. 


A little while ago, I mentioned the 
brilliant red Dahlia cocdnea 


r\ brilliant red Dahlia cocdnea 
which I had seen in Maty Keen’s 
Gloucestershire garden. Ellis Marks 
of Norwich is an admirer, too. “I 
first saw it growing wihUn Mexico,” 
says Ms Marks, who later bought 
herself a plant fronfWoottens 
Plants in Suffolk. “This was one of a 
batch that had been grown from 
seed collected in Mexico. There was 
a great deal of variation in flower 
size and colour. Some had a distinct 
touch of orange. I saved seed from 
my plant (a large-flowered, bright 
red form) and grew on about a 
dozen plants. Of the three I kept, 
two had reddish orange flowers and 
the third was a superb, large- 
flowered yellow. In the evening it is 
almost luminous." Woottcns of 
Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk 
1P19 9HD (01502 47S25S). is open 
every day. 9.30am-5pm. Send £2.50 
for the book-sized catalogue. 


H ighly concentrated 6X organic 
manure has long been popular 


n manure has long been popular 
with town gardeners who like to 
retain some connection with the 
farmyard. Organic Concentrates, 
which markets 6X. has now 
launched it in the form of pellets to 
scatter as a feed on pots, window 
boxes or small patio beds. A 5kg 
puck costs around £4.99. 


for family conversation. But in the soli- 
tude of the hell-hole that is my potting 
comer, I continue to be quietly excited. 

I love mail order, because I usually for- 
get what I’ve sent for. In the parcel were 
‘Red Duke of York* bred around 1940, 
‘Dunbar Rover 1 (sounds like a football 
team), which is a few years older, and 
‘Edzell Blue', grown in Edzell, Angus 
before the First World Wir broke out 
What supermarket can produce such 
delights as these? 

The seed potatoes are grown by an firm 
called Heritage Seeds in Scotland and are 
sold through Mr Fothergiil’s Young Plants 
by Post catalogue. Why bother to grow 
potatoes, some gardeners ask? They are 
so cheap to buy. That’s true, but unless 
you grow your own, you wfij never have 
the chance to sink your fork into a fluffy 
pile of ‘Edzell Blue' mash, whipped up 
with good farm butter, a twist of pepper 
and a dusting of freshly grated nutmeg. 
Even. Gary Rhodes's new London restaur- 
ant, City Rhodes, would be pushed to 
match that 

Nobody knows the parentage of 
‘Edzell Blue’. That is often the case with 
very old varieties of plants that have been 
selected and reselected by cottage gar- 
deners and allotment holders, impressed, 
not by the words of a stranger telling them 
what they ought to grow, but by the evi- 
dence of their own eyes and taste buds. 

As well as tasting better than you had 
ever imagined a potato could taste, many 
of the old varieties have blessedly strong 
constitutions. In the slap-happy, spray- 
happy post-war years, this was not valued 
as much as it perhaps is now, when the 
effects of eating poisons for lunch are 
beginning to be more clearly understood. 
‘Edzell Blue' is immune to wart disease; 
‘Dunbar Rover is resistant to b Light- 

Even their best friends would not call 
potatoes a decorative addition to the 
kitchen garden, but what they lack in 
looks they make up for in the comfort the 
provide. A thick potato and leek soup 
makes even the deepest winter doldrum 
more bearable. But for winter supplies, 
you seed to grovtq^ip jcrop potatoes. JL 
mostly stick to first earlies (‘Red Duke of 
York’) and second earlies (‘Dunbar 
Rover’ and ‘Edzell Blue’). 

Early potatoes mature in about 14-16 
weeks, so from a March planting, you may 
be eating the first new potatoes by the end 
of June. Before you plant, you have to 
“chit" them by laying them out in trays to 
sprout. Planting time depends on the 
weather. If you plant too early, sudden 
frost may cut down the green foliage. 
Commercial growers use spun polypropy- 
lene coveis over their crops to protect 
them against this. In Lincolnshire and 
Bedfordshire, the flat fields look like 
lakes, covered entirely with a shimmering 
web. The system works for gardeners, too. 

You can grow early potatoes in con- 
tainers with reasonable success, but the 
bigger the container, the greater the cer- 
tainty. Crops from early potatoes are. any- 
way, lighter than the load you might 
expect from a main crop potato, so it is 
best to use the fast-maturing, lighter-crop- 
ping earlies if you want to grow in a pot 
(or a dustbin - they work very well). 

Some gardeners push on early potatoes 
in a slightly heated greenhouse so that 
they can serve them with the Christmas 
turkey. To do this, though, you'd need to 
have potatoes planted by the end of 



So shiny, they look unreal: chilli peppers make attractive pot plants, as well being useful for the kitchen 


PHOTOGRAPH; JERRY PAVIA 


August If you plan! a single early potato 
in a 12in pot in a greenhouse this month, 
you can expect a meal’s worth by mid 
May. Extra early types such as ‘Dunluce’ 
and ‘Rocket’ are best for this. 

Chilli peppers work well in pots, too, 
though they do best given the protection 
of a greenhouse, cold frame or cloche. 
They bear many more fruit than ordinary 
green pepper plants and look enchanting 
hung all over with a ripe, shiny crop. The 
shininess is what makes them seem 
slightly unreal. Marshalls offer the ‘Hot 
Mexican* pepper (77p) which makes a 
compact, sturdy plant. ‘Cayenne' (Mr 
Fothergill. 99p) can be sown in February 
and March to provide crops from July 
onwards. 

Dobics offers the medium hot chilli 
'Apache' in its greenhouse collection: 
one plant each of chilli, red pepper aod 
cucumber, and two varieties of tomato, 
one red. one yellow. The collection costs 
£6.95 for five plants and Dobies will 
deliver in mid-Mav. 


Chillies look very good standing in day 
pots, one plant to a pot. in a sea of Eng- 
lish marigolds, but you have to bring them 
on under cover first, before exposing them 
to the limelight. Tbmato feed is a good 
booster for plants growing in pots. 

Aubergine fruit have the same waxy, 
highly polished finish, but their foliage is 
flourier than the chillies’. They, too, need 
warm, slightly damp growing conditions. 
In the trials at the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s garden at Wisley. aubergines 
were grown in an unheated poly-tunnel. 
‘Bonica’ (Dobies, £1 32) got an Award of 
Merit. So did the white-skinned variety 
‘Ova* (Chiltern Seeds, £1.69). Looking at 
these kinds, you can see why aubergines 
are called egg plants. Connoisseurs of the 
vegetable think that the white-skinned 
aubergines are superior in taste and tex- 
ture to the dark-skinned ones. 

The seed of the aubergine is slow to 
germinate, so there is an advantage in 
sowing relatively early, this month or next. 
Put a single seed in a 3in pot filled with 


compost, cover with cling film and keep 
the pots at a temperature of 60-65 F. When 
the seedlings poke through, take off the 
plastic covering and grow the plants on 
in the warm. Eventually they need to be 
potted on into a pot at least 9in across. 
Pinch out the growing tips of the plants 
when they are about 15 in tall. 

Whitefly can be a nuisance around 
aubergines. The best defence is a small, 
battery-operated car vacuum cleaner. 
Gently shake the plants to set the white- 
fly on the wing, then switch on the vac- 
uum cleaner and suck them out of the sky. 
It's not quite as exciting as watching those 
“Look out! Jeny up your tail” black-and- 
white war films that fill the afternoon 
hours of television in winter, but the prin- 
ciple is the same. 

Rocket did well in the garden last year 
and I managed to keep a reasonable 
supply going, enough even to satisfy 
daughter No 1 who is a dab hand at 
designer salads. For the best results you 
need to sow thinly from March onwards. 


Home is a box with a hole 
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Putting up nest boxes gives a lifeline to birds. By Daniel Butler 


TOPIARY WIRE FRAMES LTD! 

Telephone for brochure 
Tel: 01580 201092 • Fax: 01580 201093 
DETAILS AVAILABLE 


A s you peruse the seed 
catalogues indoors in 
the warm, spare a 
thought for birds. For many 
species, a lack of nest sites is 
the principal limit on numbers 
- and now is the time to pul 
up nest boxes. Most gardens 
idler reasonable supplies of 
food for birds, but the major- 
ire lack safe refuges for breed- 
ing because the holes required 
by many birds are normally 
found in old and diseased 
trees which arc in short sup- 
ply in nur carefully managed 
modern environment. 

Man-made boxes can fill 
this gap. and can be bought 
from pet shops, garden centres 
and by mail order from the 
RSPB (prices start at around 
£5). Home-made versions are 
just as welcome to prospective 
inhabitants. Patterns can be 
obtained free from the RSPB. 
but most people with a mod- 
icum of DIY ability can design 
and up knock up their own. 
For fastidious craftsmen, a 
six-foot plank will provide all 
the wood needed for a per- 
fectly adequate box. while 
recyclers can make costless 
versions from scraps of wood 
and a few galvanised nails. The 
size and dimensions will 


depend on the timber, but the 
box should allow you access to 
aid cleaning next winter (a 
piece of old inner tube works 
well as a lid hinge). 

Although almost any small 
container may attract visitors, 
every species has its own 
tastes. Boxes with round 
entrance holes of about lin 
(25mm) diameter tend to 
attract the smaller tits, while 
nuthatches and sparrows can 
fit through I'm in (32mm) 
entrances. Others, such as 
wagtails, tend to prefer 
“rooms with a view” - boxes in 
which half the front has been 
cut away. 

More ambitious bird enthu- 
siasts can aim for rarer visitors. 
Woodpeckers like bigger ver- 
sions of the standard box, but 
as a refinement these should 
be filled with expanded poly- 
styrene (they like to excavate 
their own hole). Larger still 
are bam owl and kestrel boxes, 
this time lying on their sides 
and about 2ft x Ift x lft (60cm 
x 30cm x 30cm). lawny and 
little owls prefer even longer 
lubes, tied at an angle to the 
tree trunk. AH these nest boxes 
can be made reasonably 
cheaply from sheets of out- 
door ply. 
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Treated timber is theor- 
etically safe for hirds. but it is 
best to verge on the side of 
caution, so any preservatives 
should be water-based and 
used only on the outside of the 
finished box. Much the biggest 
threat to nesters comes from 
predators, however, which in 
most urban rardens arc cats. 

To save distress, hanging 
boxes between 6fi and 12ft off 
the ground gives an element of 
protection from cats while sav- 
ing the well-wishing gardener 
undue personal risk from tee- 
tering at the top of a ladder. 
Tree-mour.ted boxes gain 
extra protection if barbed wire 


or thorny cuttings are wrapped 
around the trunk. Similarly, to 
avoid harming valued plants, 
it is best not to use nails, but 
to wire boxes to trunks or 
limbs, using tubing to prevent 
bark damage. 

For the best rewards, place 
several boxes around the gar- 
den. In genera], most birds 
prefer to avoid direct sun- 
shine and prevailing winds hit- 
ting the entrance hole head 
on. but they can be fickle crea- 
tures. The most expensive, 
carefully positioned, well pro- 
tected shelter is often ignored 
in favour of an apparently in- 
ferior site. Nevertheless, the 
effort put in now will be 
rewarded with cheerful bird- 
song in a few months' time. 
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National nest bar week is being 
promoted by the British Trust for 
Ornithology from 14 to 21 Feb- 
ruary. .4/1 information pack 
costing £2. 95 (cheques payable 
to National Nest Box Week ) is 
mailable from NBW, Freepost 
1155. Canterbury, Kent CT3 
4BR. Alternatively, the RSPB 
has wo free booklets and sells 
a range of ready-made boxes by 
mailorder. Write to Nest Baxes, 
N3436, The Lodge, Sandv, Bed- 
fordshire SG19 2DL 
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about every two weeks. Rocket will grow 
quite easily in a large tub or a G row-bag 
on a balcony. I haven't tried it indoors. 
There is not a great selection to choose 
from. Last year 1 grew seed from Mar- 
shall's (62p). They list it under herbs, 
rather than salad leaves. 

This is a crop that you can save huge 
amounts of money on. Salad leaves are 
phenomenally expensive to buy ready pre- 
pared. Rocket is simplicity itself to grow 
and there is very little waste. You just 
wash it, then fold it dry in a tea towel and 
eat it. 
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Order the plants mentioned from: Mr 
FothergilTs Young Plants by Post, Kentfbrd, 
Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7QB (01638 
552512); Marshalls, Wisbech, Cam- 
bridgeshire PE13 2BR (01945 46671J); 
Samuel Dobie <6 Son, BroomhiU Way, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 7QW (01803 
616888 ); Chiltern Seeds, Bortree Stile, 
Ulverston, Cumbria LA 12 7PB (01229 
581137). 


'? ‘ • i ... ■ 5 !U> 

ft* 

JTj ■ 

n vi.:i. -*met 

■• l ". •- L.iS-ti! lion • 

..n.jvumirffci 

’• hang oj 

Jrf : i! 

‘ v ;,;h 
id U.L 


Adwatch 


11 1 


1 Vr.;,;,- 


: Ill V 

I 1 ’ 1 ' ; 

cti 

I ' .! .i..-, 

. -■ '» III- , 

:■ < 

R».h, ' ' r 

■■■ 

V 

Pi... ' kiijm 


Vt f * mi 
M,-. , 

Alllr l ’‘ l “' A !' 


^lh.,1 1 'A 


Hi,, ,7” 'w.. 

w*;' h ** 

I ' f Hii|.,., v 

K'n *h-ivv 
>utti fti : 11 ' hi'ih 
r ' “lie] 
h) S , r i'l'ir, ■ 




K »| c * 1 * Ml 


Nhjl^^iur 




IfcjM £> liS2> 









yfeUtfi:: 


!. Way all consuming 


From Bugs Bunny to big- 

money. -20 

A year in the life of 

Hello! 21 

Quadrophenia crazy: All* 
mod cons 22 


Sbc of the best interiordesigns 




The shapes of things to come 


% 



a 


Vs* , 

■« t t o 


\ X\ 

y 


^ i 


nterior decorating is taking over from 


■ nan increasingly competitive business 
subject Even the professional tastebroker 
has a hard job keeping up with the latest 
trends. Wifi it be pink or black? Printed 
or woven fabrics? Halogen lights or chan- 
deliers? Minimalist or opulent? 

One month into 1997 and the trends 
are already becoming dear. Here are 
some musts for .the smart insider. 

Glass acts 

Suddenly bulbous shapes are much in evi- 
dence. Nicholas Array ave-Porte la’s 
ceramic vessels have a remarkably tactile 
quality to them, making one want to run 
one's fingers over their intriguing bumps 
and dimples. Simon Moore’s skilfully 
hand-brown glass vases (after a design by 
hip architect Nigel Coates, Professor of 
Architecture at the Royal College of 
Art), give the appearance of being a 
touch tipsy, slightly leaning to one side. 

Nicholas Arrc^ave-Portela, Balls Pbnd Stu- 
dios, 8b Cul ford Mews, London N1 (0171- 
9234736). • 

Simon Moore, Unit Hyp, Union Court, 
Union Road, Clapham, London SW4 
(0171-4980080). 

Cool chic. 

For a nation whose favourite ; leisure 
activity is gardening it is not surprising 
that there is always a demand for fabrics 
depicting plants in some form or another. 
A few years ago, brightly coloured rose- 
strewn chintzes were, all the rage. Now a 
more sophisticated cooler Took has 
emerged drawing i^joh I8th and 19th cen- 
tury botanical primtsfor inspiration. 

Zoe Hope's handwoven silk, blinds - . 
which incorporate found leaves - are 
heautifbBy executed and have a charm- 
ing ampiicity. Qeariy influenced by 
botamkal prints is die Nieuw Amsterdam 
TUlip (£82 50ar metre) by Bnwschwig & 
Fils, a leading American fabric house. The 
Timney. Fowler Heritage Collection 
indt 



Simple in silk: One of Timney 
Fowler's designs 
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Zoe Hope, Unii 7, Cockpt Yard Workshops, 
Northingfon street, London WC1 (0171-813 
3034). 

Brunschmg & Fils, 10 The Chambers, 
Chelsea Harbour Drive, London SW10 
(0171-351 5797). 

Timney Fowler, 3S8 The King’s Road, Lon- 
don SW3 (0171-352 2263). 

Metallic magic 

Not since the 1960s have metafiles been 
so glamorous. Osborne & Little's imagi- 
native range of Coloratura wallpapers are 
the prime exponent of this look and are 
available in more than 60 colourways that 
“go beyond the usual paint finishes to 
show the subtle interactions of painty inks 
and glazes®. Sacho HessJedn’s metallic fab- 
rics - including one called Iron — are the 
perfect compliment and would look stun- 
ning if used as curtains bung on a glass 
pole with silvered glass foilals from McK- 
inney & Co. A truly elegant and sophis- 
ticated look. 

Osborne A Little, 304 The King’s Road, 
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Fine In felt: Scarves from the Asta 
Barrington Studio 




Soft and sweet: Shears can be 
found at Osborne & Little 


London SW3 (0171-352 1456) 

Sacho Hesskdrii 24 Chelsea Harbour Design 
Centre, Chelsea Harbour; London SW10 
(0171-3526168) 

Mddnney&Co, 1 WandonRoad, London 
SW6 (0171-384 1377) 

Shades of velvet 

The close correlation between the fasb- 
- ion and interior design worlds is demon- 
strated by the abundance of velvet fur- 
nishing fabrics suddenly available. This 
tread closely follows this winter's ultimate 
fashion accessory, a devoid velvet scarve. 
Camilla Ridley’s velvet d£vor£ -covered 
lampshades are an ingenious way of 
exploiting the cot trastmg textural effects 
of the fabric. Renwick & Clark gathered 
d£vor£ velvet shades are another attrac- 
tive alternative for those wanting a softer 
feminine look. 


Comely with curves: The work of Nicholas Arroyave-Portela is a reaction to recent minimalism. Their bumps and 
dimples create a tactile quality 


Sophisticated shade: Velvet designs 
from Camilla Ridley 


Camilla Ridley Designs (0171-221 7329) 
Renwick & Choice, lOOEbury Street, Lon- 
don SW1 (0171-730 8913) 

Radical sheers 

Not since Celia Birtwell introduced her 
stars and paisley motifs has there been such 
a radical new look for sheers. But this time 
the multi-coloured, spotted, checked, 
striped and floral -patterned sheers are the 
bramchiklof Nma Cambell, better known 
as a purveyor of the English country 
bouse look. Printed on floaty cotton voile 
they have exotic names including Cadu- 
ranga, Agmoourt Stripe and RmriDe Rose. 
The colours are in soft pastels shades of 
rose, skybhie and primrose. Stronger hues 
of green, red and charcoal more charac- 
teristic erf Nina Campbell are also available. 

Available through Osbame&Uttk as above 


Felted Fabrics 

Felt is suddenly smart and no-one has 
done more to promote it than Asta Bar- 
rington, whose pretty felted throws show 
an innate sense of colour and love of pat- 
tern and texture. A graduate of the 
Royal College of Art in 1995, Asta’s dis- 
tinctive work is also notable for an imag- 
inative use of various techniques which 
create unusual textures and finishes, 
drawing on the natural world for organic 
shapes. 

Asta Barrington, Studio 17, Cornwell 
House, 21 OerkenweU Green, London 
EC1 (0171-251 1763). Also available at 
The Cross, 141 Portland Road, London 
Wll (0171-7276760). 


Amida de Moubray Rne finiais: Silvered 



from McKinney & Co 


Adwatch 



A lottery of lotteries 


// It’s Winsday 7 , Catnelofs new campaign 
I triumphantly declares. The National 
I Lottery operator is spending £8 million 
to persuade us to play its new mid-week lot- 
tery draw. Success, however, may not be eas- 
ily bought: Camelot must combat not only the 
growing number other ways to have a flutter 
but ingrained shopping habits, too. 

In the ad, a man spies through a telescope 
. the magic hand of fortune pointing at him. TWo 
' girls pass by. “One day I’U meet my print* 
charming,” one says to her friend. “It's me! , 
the man cries as he runs by. The girls shake 
their heads in disagreement and walk on. Lit- 
tle did they knew... 

Plans for a midweek National Lottery draw 
were announced last October. Camelot esti- 
mates itwffl generate an extra £6 mflhon a week 
in prize money, benefiting goodcauses by an 
estimated £3.8 million a week. The new draw 
will take place on BBCl’s midweek lottwy show 
which starts this week. The timing is, to say the 

least, fortuitous. a , , ' 

Camelot originally planned to launcn tne 
midweek draw last spring. However,sales 
then were .higher than expected. But by last 
autumn, Camelot was predicting annual total 
sales for would be down on those for . 
1995/6 - a result it daims, of the volatile 
Instants scratchcards business. 

A steady stream of new gapes are the hfo 

blood of the lottery and scratchcard business- 
afactmxteaiinedbyrival organisations, like Lrt- 
tkwoodsand UK CharityXottenes, winch have 
introduced a number erf newgames over the P® 1 
yean Not, Camelot hopes its midweek draw can 


boost total weekly sales by 20 per cent 

“Winsdsay”, created by Saatchi & Saatchi, 
is in the same style as previous “It Could Be 
You” ads. But will it persuade us to spend 
more? 

Occasional lottery player Mazy Cartwright, 
63, thinks not “I enjoy aflutter on a Saturday 
night but if I bought one midweek too, Fd worry 
rd be on a slippery slope.” Frequent players, 
she believes, would play whatever the day. And, 
according to Sne Anderson, 32, who buys at 
least three tickets a week, she could be right. 

“My concern wouldbe what would I do if my 
numbers came op on a Wednesday, and I only 
played Saturday,” Ms Anderson says. “It is def- 
initely a dever way to get me to spend more.” 
Ninety per cent of us has bought at least one 
lotteiy ticket while 62 per cent do so every 
week. “This means the new draw is unlikely to 
grow total numbers playing much further,” 
Glover says. "The longer term objective is to . 
draw occasional players to play more often.” 
There is* however, the problem of growing 
competition. Deregulation is allowing more 
forms of gaming to promote tbeir wares, lit- 
tlewoods, for example, is now running an 
aggressive campaign featuring Alan Hansen 
part of a strata to re-position itself as all about 
football rather than just jadqpbte* Gkwer believes 
this offera a lesson for them afi- 
“It's all about focusing on core strengths,” 
besays. Which is why Camelot is likely to con- 
tinue promoting itself as Britain's bi|gest prize 
draw for quite some time to come. - 

Meg Carter 



TELE INDEPENDENT 

The Wallhouse 

- only £69.95 Inc. carriage. 



ENJOY real gree nhouse gardening in little more than the space of a grow 
bag. The Waflboose is perfect for all year round gro wi ng - propagate 
seedlings in the early spring, plant tomatoes or cucumbers and ripen peppers 
in the summer, and, as the rest of your garden is hfibernathig, you <*n be 
sowing autumn seeds and growing fresh hardy winter salads. 

The Wa Dh onse provides three growing levels. The two rugged upper shelve 
can bold 24x20-plant bedding boxes (or 50 x 13cm pots) and the base will 
house a foil sized growbag and eight more pots. The upper shelves can be 
removed to allow for larger plants underneath. Access to all growing levels is 
achieved by 

raising Che spring-loaded roller-blind cover, enabling yon to plant easily, to tie 
hack, spray, feed and harvest. Measuring 3ft 5fcos (104cm) wide by 1ft 8ins 
(51cm) deep and standing 4ft 9ms (146cm) high, the Waflhoose is an 
invaluable addition to 
your garden and k 


Please rad me. 


. Wdlhoiiieoi) * £ 69.05 euA 


avaflabfe for just £69.95! lrae^aeiwwd chape lor £ 

„ * I ut- ■_ unvniKg n 

includi ng carriage. 


(address oo bark; mad* 

payable la NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING UNQQ33} 

ardefak my Acctn/Vba accoem by tins amount. My end number is; 


HOW TO ORDER 

Rli in the coupon and send together with cheque or postal order/s. NO CASH i Eicm-Due / Sip*a*r_ 
please ro - 

THE INDEPENDENT WALLHOUSE OFFER (ING033) 

P.OJBQX 222, CHATHAM, KENT, ME4 4FE. 

For Access/Visa orders, please phone 01634 401888 
(24 hours a day. 7 days a week). Telephone 0 1634 40 1888 for aD enquiries. 

We deliver io addresses in die UK only. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery fromi Twnjrr . j . .. 

receipt of order. Remoi wtffam 7 days far reflux! if not completriy satisfied. Offer i pojsox ra Chatham. low.Miy 4 m 

subject io availab i lit y . f He^Mta^toitfywdpaiiMaBiigr h e iiwL -ottoftan fi p riT n ti 'ftefciMtPfc 
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I 
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I 


Pod Code. 


IW. EwM HOW ll-i 


fcjB 


■mns- 








SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


The film of the mug of the duvet' 




v i fV'vhib 


What has 
‘Space Jam’ to 
do with a new 
vest? It’s all 
about cross 
marketing. By 
Debbie Davies 


I n 1934 Clark Gable bared his chest in 
the film It Happened One Night, and 
vest sales plummeted. Sixty- three years 
later Warner Bros is hoping Michael Jor- 
dan will have the opposite'’ effect on vest 
sales when he appears in Space Jam, its 
iive action, animated intergalactic adven- 
ture film. The basketball hero stars along- 
side Warner's Loony Toons carroon char- 
acters. and it doesn't need Einstein to spot 
the film's potential as the centre of grav- 
ity for .a host of spin-offs. 

When Space Jam opens next month, "At 
a cinema near you" will be a euphemism 
for absolutely anywhere, not just in the 
U K but across Europe, as 6.000 shops and 
restaurants join cinemas in selling you the 
film. There will be Space Jam pants, pyja- 
mas. shorts and T-shirts as well as vests, 
at Savacentre stores. There will be a straw- 
berry and raspberry jam - Space Jam. Toy 
shops will be taken over by Michael Jor- 
dan lookalikes featuring his recorded 
voice: for older fans. Tie Rack is selling 
ties, socks and boxer shorts. Buy a Space 
Jam product from Tie Rack in March and 
the retailer will ajve vou a scratch card for 




competitions it is running with Warner 
Bros. First prize is a trip to Chicago to 
watch Michael Jordan play basketball. 

Warner Bros had its own show at the 
American Embassy for retailers and man- 
ufacturers interested in selling products 
or promotions using the Space Jam theme. 
The film is hot property in licensing 
terms. Not only docs it feature a sport- 
ing superstar role model: in Bugs Bunny 
it has a cartoon character with a 41-year 
track record of winning our affection. The 
film's Easter release makes for a perfect 
romance: Bugs Bunny gets a girlfriend, 
Lola Bunny. The Easter bunny spin-offc 
will multiply like, well, rabbits. 

Space Jam hopes to follow Toy Story, 
The Lion King and a host of others as a 
new film which also means a new 
wardrobe, a new duvet cover, new light- 
ing. even new food. Cross marketing is the 
name companies give to the knack of 
crossing their product into evety avenue 


down which we 
may shop. Stuart 
Solloway, managing 
director of Warner 
Bros Studio Stores, 
explains: “The mer- 
chimdise starts pro- 
moting the film before 
it opens, then the film’s 
success helps sell the 
merchandise.” iH* 

Warner Bros may be the 
cheerleader this time, but 
the star of cross marketing is - 

Walt Disney. When Disney 
sets out to sell its latest film, or 
“entertainment property 7 ’, it signs up 
hundreds of promotional partners, such 
as McDonald's, which hope to gain cus- 
tomers by advertising film freebies. More 
complicated still is the cross marketing 
between media companies with film and 
publishing interests, and their major 


7^ - advertisers. A 

**?* *&:■'■■ * car manufact- 

^ urer, for exam- 
pie, may 
advertise in the 
\ com-pan/sraaga- 
zines in return for 
£■1^ ^ seeing its cars fea- 
■0P tured in films. 

However, it is not 
— r easy to predict what 
will sell. Warner 
Bros’ surprise best- 
seller at Christmas 
was merchandise fea- 
turing its hit TV series 
Friends. Coffee mugs with the logo from 
Warner’s TV medical drama series, ER, 
also sold out “People have a real affec- 
tion for. the characters we create and 
they want to identify with them,” says Mr 
Solloway. 

Choosing which characters to focus 


cross marketing on is a key decision. 
Over-dependence on the girl’s face at the 
centre of Disney’s Pocahontas meant that 
few spin-offs from the film appealed to 
boys. And characters need longevity. 
Robert Mitchell, a Disney marketing 
director, says: “Characters like Scar from 
The Lion King are still talked about, 
whereas few people can name the char- 
acters from Jurassic Park Similarly, Mr 
Solloway at Warner Bros says. “We 
wouldn't cross market something like 
Pride and Prejudice. It's far too transient" 
In 1994 Disney set up more than 
1,000 different Lion King products and 
promotions, generating $lbn alrnost 
overnight. Why should The Lion King 
eclipse more recent Disney releases 
such as Pocahontas, The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame and, maybe, 101 Dalma- 
tians'! Peter Woodhead, managing direc- 
tor of Walt Disney Consumer Products . 
says: u Thc Lion King appealed to boys 


and girls, it had great music, and the 
Elton John factor brought in the teenage 
audience."’ By comparison, films such os 
10 1 Dalmatians present Disney wirh the 
impossible task of registering black spots 
as a trade mark. 

The idea of cross marketing is nothing 
new. In the Fifties Warner Bros pioneered 
the transfer of feature films to TV, while 
Walt Disney is a master of the re-release. 

Technology has also opened up new 
areas for Disney, including CD-Roms and 
video games. Despite being late into the 
UK market for “edutainment CD-Roms. £ 
and charging a premium. Disney managed 
at least three titles in the top 10 sellers 
throughout last year and holds more 
than 10 percent of the educational soft- 
ware market in the US. On the Internet 
it has web siies supporting its leisure and 
film interests. The next logical step would 
be for Disney to become a sen-ice 
provider to rival the likes of AOl, with Us 
dedicated children’s sites. 

All this means even greater access to 
the target audience for the few who are 
able to set up and command cross mar- 
keting channels. Companies left on their 
own to promote new products are right 
to be concerned. 

Is the cross marketing circle as big as 
it can get? Few companies can match Dis- 
ney’s S6.3bn revenues, but Mr Mitchell 
believes his biggest merchandise oppor- 
tunity has yet to come. Later this year. 
Disney releases Hercules, an animated 
film based on the character from Greek 
mythology. “The Greeks used his face 
more than any other god's, on vases, 
plates and cups, so he’s the first super- W. 
star," says Mr Mitchell. In the film, Her- 
cules even runs his own chain of designer 
label shops: Panic and Pan wear sandals 
from the Hercules range and drink out of 
Hercules cups. 

With Michael Jordan and Hercules, 
boys may find 1997a vintage year. Itcoiikl 
even offer competition for that other cross 
marketed pastime, football. 



Sure thing 


Warner Bros is on to a sure thing if 
it can repeat the success of its Bat- 
man film with Space Jam. Batman 
earned $250m in ticket sales and a 
further $7U0m in merchandise sales. 



Good thing 


Can’t wait to see the movie? Visit 
Warner’s website at 
http ://www. movies.warnerbros.com. 
There are film dips, links to bas- 
ketball sites and. because it’s the 
Internet - the one place where 
even film companies struggle to 
make money - you can download 
things like Space Jam screen savers 
and colouring books for free. 



Mad thing 


This spin-off will drive parents mad: 
Swackhammer Tvecty with Hangtime 
Hoop Cage. A tasteful monstar (sic) 
in purple is challenged by the Loooey 
Tunes gang in a game to win their 
freedom. This game from Playmates, 
part of Warner Bros Toys is one of a 
set starring Space Jam toys - all of 
which will be nagged for by thou- 
sands of kids. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


classfied * personal 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Independent Hearts 


Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
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LONDON SCOTLAND NORTHWEST NORTHEAST 
l>iria:9c4-» 0131 55656SS 01625 581800 01912612226 


Connect with 

ail types || ^ ; 
of women 
. INSTANTLY! 



Who joins an 
introduction agency? 


People usually only meet 
nothin the confines of their 
social circle. DateUne is 
the ideal way to expand 
your horizons 


ST 


the ideal way to expand 


TRYSTtSANARONMOE 

introduction bureau 
ESTMUMD FOR OVOI B 
TEARS. FOR 8UCCESSHA. 


I ACCEPTABLE SINGLE FEOteJL. | 


your oorvfpns 


YORKSHIRE MIDLANDS SOUTHWEST SOUTH EAST 

01 1 J 14 5 S7S7 0990 143078 Q1H5858SH 01622 691200 


0891708057 


SamSden 


London 

Otl 1-499-9626 

Windsor 

01753-830350 

(Bath M Hoard 


“A starahig success 
rale — Countless long 
term relationships" 

MulokSbnmx 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 


Read aoout the latest 2000 members 
in cu r ree quarterly magazine 

Cai: Free C " ice '" ,c _ urs 

0800 072 0075 • '^Cprr 


For Free Details with No Obligation 
Write Ten 23 Abingdon Rd 
Llndon W8 &AL or Call 


(01869) 324 100 

Ha. 1 966. .4BLA mamba bupJ i mmmJauBatjJtitm 


TEL HELEN SPAIN. 
01568708554 
ANYTIME. ANYDWf. 




Used office Edna Rmm. 
lfcsass St Wtafcw; SHIPS. 
bLlUS MssdwrHt 


drawing down the moon 

The original personalised 
introduction agency 

PROS AS LY THE BEST AGENCY IN THE WORLD 



The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering | 

advertisements on this 
pace, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
When making contact 
with people for the first 1 
rime it is advisable ro 
meet in a public place 
and let j member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you I 
will be. 


We aft: t(K QUALITY nationwide 
Ncftsleller service for modern 
men and «f>tncn. A fu. cflicknL 
discrrcL highly pervcnul service. 

LOVING LINKS 

Suite 40], 

3ul Resent Street 
~J) London WIR «HH 

0181 6626368 v 
Wnkfttf 0382 381 043 


Yourvc . ~'-. T " 

girls djLitmd 


0391 22 0068 


THE DINNER CLUB (Eat. *86). Tha 
nations only countrywide dHng 
duh lor unattached profes- 
stonta/budneas people aged 28+. 
Tel: (01244) 350637. Business 
opportunities also avaflsbta 
(D1 244) 548816. 

UNO’S EVE INTRODUCTIONS tor 
Kant & London proL/managertaf 
singles. Fisa mombarshlp until I 
Mareh. Freephone 0600 435822. 


GAY, 27 YR OLD, pral mate, GSOH. 
l Ukea cinema. eyeing, eating ouL 
dnnktng. Seeks slmflar male for 
tun and poestWe relationship. 
London area Bax No LI 744. 


GUSTO 


Adorn S, Eve Mews, Kensington 

0171-937 5263 

2 c hoot: 


We would advise readers 
jnd advertisers in 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
re peeled by genuine 
respondents. 


The dining clob 
for gay men 


0171 336 6507 


JOIN CINELINK 

Socialise around 
Cineraa/Arts evens in 
central London 

Tefc 0181 800 4822 
or send SAE to 
138 Lordship Road 
London N160QL 


PROF. MALE. 24, GSOH, hmAovtng. 
big stza with huge heart, likes 
sports, sodafahtg K music, a u al a 
My, 22-30, for fun & 
Irlandshlpretaitonship. Photo 
essential London baaed. Box No 
1:1883. 


ATTRACTIVE ENERGETIC FEMALE 
35. profess. WLTM male who 
loves wtndsurtlrtg, akBng, httwaS:- 
tafl. Wales/ Mksands. Ba» No 
1:1819. 

CALM CREATIVE MALE, 50. seeks 
wAd woman lor aO the usual 
antics. London/Herts. Box No 
1:1920. 

QUICK-THINKING, wine-drinking, 
heart-warming, H sought by 
young 50s F designer. Centos. 
BOX No 1:1921. 

PROF. MALE, TALL, beaded, fires 
theatre, wine, walking, sport. I 
Seeks slim, nix breath of torn, 
besh sir. Northants based. Box No 
1:1822. 


WOMAN 50^ GSOH. enjoys wafts 
M country, sating out music, and 


gardens. WLTM similar man, for 
friendship and whatever. Box No | 
Iri933. 
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WARM, KINO, INTELLIGENT, FUN. 
styflsh, rugby-pleyer-type guy. 
sought by tamale tnlo laughs, 
movies, Saturday nights In and 
Sunday breakfasts out 33-43yrs, 
london/South East. Box No 
h193S. 
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MALE. 43. SEEKS older stnflto tody 
lor companionship, ideatiy, you 
are of a practical bent, and Inter- 
ested in books, the theatre and 
opera. Lasds/Bradford area. Box 
Nob 1023. 

ATTRACTIVE INDEPENDENT pro- 
fessional female. 35. seeks like- 
mtodoo mdo. Enjoys ihe arts, win- 
ing and -dning, and good eonvoN 
sabon. Let 1997 be an adventure 
kv two. South. Box No in 924. 

MR FLYNN, 36, ML dark and hand- 
some. seeks couple, 
(matortsmals), tor scrabble end 
other isjeordptey. Bex NO HT82S. 

I'M A FRIENDLY, INTELLIGENT, 
professional tamale, 54 yrs old. 
GSOH, interested In htetory. look- 
ing tor Simitar male. London 
Camba NE Esse*. Pfssss srrfie - 
oftor ends soon. Bax No 1:1826. 


MALE. HID-aiTS. sporty, easygo- 
ing. tikes dubbtog/socfaflelng. 
WLTM ■ young attraettvs farnele 
with a GSOH for friendship and 
possible rotations hip. London 
based. Photo essential! Box No 
1:1787. 
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Independent hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 


CARING SINGLE mother, Teacher 
WLTM mneere kind prot man 38- 
45t3h. Ghn area. Bax No f:i8ii. 


OUTGOING ATTRACTIVE WARM 
counts. -Ill's, sasks Bl lady far 
lasting Msndsh^i - eoclallBlng - 
hoBdaye - dining out - theatre - 
Sic. Box NO 1:1912. 


Bs placing jii advert uemeni in the The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 


The co>l l.v your advertisement, published in the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend” and Sunday “Real Life” sections 
* usl per line inctudins; V.A.T, tBox No is an additional £10.00. pleaoc cross here if you do not require a Box No Q). 


AQUARIUS MALE. ATTRACTIVE. 
ST, 52. slim, loyal, honest, sol- 
vent. and busy. stS curious about 
Be. seeks tamale sotaman. sum. 
to share adventures, fun. travel, 
skiing, the arts, romance, and all 
ttutta Bs. Photo appreciated. Box 
No 1: 1 95 1 


HORSES, DOGS. ARE BETTER ; 
Ban msnl is there on tntsA tadepL 
prof, n/s gent whh GSOH who I 
WLTM stm. a tt r a c t lady. 53, . 
tookAto uWook 4 3, end prove me I 
wrong: Sheen, caring, romantic, 
llkaa theatre, music, gardening. I 
countryside, sotiaasing. Photo 
a ppr eciated. Caotin/Anywhem. 
Box No 1:1937. 


0891 226 800 

SPECIAL. INTERESTS 

MORE GUYS ON LINE EVERY DAY 

C&LIS CMARCXO *, ?,0P PCI* Mrs. OT H ISI IMVICt-i WOMOtrs 
XCHAASC fRTCPOST PO. BOX 1C-Z CCILrirPRO CCS '.lift 
http:, .www.fcrryscliangc. co.uk 
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YOUTHFUL MIDDLE-AGED acade- 
ntic wBh a farakan Mean wishes u 
meet a tamale soulmate. London 
area. Box No 1:1936. 


HIBBTNATTnG? LETS GET OUT 
togeteeri Alkscthis, arUeutate lady 
GSOH, many bitaresta, seeks 
Wnd, honest caring and Interest- 
ing professional man 48-58. Lon- 
don, 25 iNtaiNW. Box No tl 939. 

sot ARE YOU CLEVER , sane and 
fit? I'm a fetching tamale wH H 
you're shtglo and aged between 
80-70, please write. Box No 
1:1898. 


GAY PROFESSIONAL MALE, aarty ' 
Wa. caring & generous, Hkes 1 
trevsL dnema, music, sea & coun- 
try- WLTM genuine guy lor rata- 1 
UoroMp. Personality more (mpor- 
tanl than tactics. Wahn/Any. Bor 1 
Noirtsas. 


8PT MALE HERO, 48. sflm. muscu- 
lar, hair, seeks mini heroine to 
•hare Mozart, hotspots. Shako, 
apeare. Manat harbours, spkaa, 
MarioL HautocuWrw, Sunon Mac- 
ropoltan Homeeounttas. Box No 
1:1905. 


BE MY VALENTINE StaCSTB guy, 38 
yre old, ssekB altrashre genuine 
Iwfy, any age. Photo ensures 
reply. London I South East area. 
No Timewastarel Box No t19Z7 


GLOBETROTTING LADY ARTIST. 
34, sweet and sassy, seeks n«diy 
eccentric naia. Photo ffpossibie. 
Somerset Box No Li 899. 


Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lioes. 
(N.B. A character is 3 letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 


Name:... 

Address: 


GAY MALE? 30-60? GSOH? N/S? 
N/Sc? N/aterglc to abbreviations? 
Prataastonal mala. 51, Interested 
In all arts, travel, fresh air, friend- 
ship, WLTMU. NWrnu. Box No 
! L-1914. 


. Postcode: 


TWO TALL ATTRACTIVE tmeUigsm 
auc uaa ful men wanted 35-45 rWs 
with inBfettve tar itornar dalefa) 
with 2 exceptionally mroettvo 
umnbsafata tamales. Photo essen- 
tial. London area pretarebto. Box 
No 1:1818. 


Telephone (daytime):. 


i -L i_l I i I I 11 I I 1 I 11 I I 1 I 1 I I Signature: 

If/ Iblia-rriuwiify mntr hr prrpjiJ Ckrtf uft ih.-uU fir made payoN? r.» Vn r^un-i Publi^iing p/ c 0 T Jtfai n nv 

G Access □ visa □ Arnex G Diners Club Cam expiry dale: Cart No ( | | | | | [ | | j | [ [ TT~T1 

Send all adveniscinenb to:- 

Imkpendeni Hunts: Thu lnikpcndunL I‘rth Floor. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London E14 5DL - Telephone: 0171 293 2347 • Fax: 0171 293 2505 
77m ‘iltir i> mih uptin pniore tfJrcrii.\cr.\. TroJe cnquiricj arc uv/rnmc’ on the abate telephone number m ,\'RS Jan - June U5 


Newspaper Publishing pfc i 
requests that j 
Commercial Organisations 
do not sand material 
toow 

Private Advertisers 


"DATEUNE EMERALD' tar a caring 
& personal service. SAE: 6 The 
Mews, High St, Beckenham. BR9 
1BQ. 

PROreSatONAL MALE. LATE 3V&. 
taU, athletic, warm, attractive, rffm 
female 27+. tar living and baring. 
Good heart and love tar Ilfs a 
must. Photo please. 
(S'mouth/Easl Pools). Box No 
1:132a 

MELLOW, LAUGHING, GENTLE 
■nals. seeks thoughtful, assured, 
30's tamale, interests: music, 
wafttag. theatre, travel. teashopL 
and history- London based, but 
«ai navel. Box No MSB. 

WORLD TRAVELLER. RETIRED 
Imatar. 6ft. blue eyes, tennfa 
champ, Pate Newman krok-e^lks, 
*«e*«s to establish a lasing reta- 
tionship with a bssuflhil, non- 


F9ML£ YORKSHKE ARTE yadu- 
Bls, IK. slim, 50's. Seeks n mala 
companion for long walks on 
moots ana (notarial n&. and some 
genOarenpiatta. Ba* Not 1896. 


ONE FROM THE HEART F. 45. Sfin , 
5tl attractive prof, calm.' soft i 
strong. Ikes music food hm travel I 
ails. WLTM U for (norm equal i 
r'sWp.N.w Photo please. Bax No I 
1‘IBOG. 


TIMES MRS 

BOUQUETrWAYNETTA WLTM 
ttedowsr 45-55 wtih cftildreiMtiew | 
®om|Hntanship8c««IIOl;l88i. . 


“•aking femsta, 20-4Byrs who 
would eniey a healthy lifestyle hi 
London. Miami, Las Vegas, ate. I 
wfH be In London Karen 7-12 so 
Dtoasa send a reply a^.e.p. 
Recant photo a must. P-O. box 
71631 Las VSgas. Nevada B9170. 
USA. 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from ail the 
couples who have met and married 
through INDEPENDENT HEARTS. 

Wishing you and all our ® 

other advertisers every jS 

success and happiness for fnffH 

the future. \/r®i 

JjVDEPENDENT hearts j 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 
Seema 
Chandhry 
on 

0171 293 
2347. 
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taste 


‘Hello!’ and the art of optimism 

Does an exhibition of covers herald the beginning of a new movement? By David Lister 
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J ust as last year’s Throer Pife w&- " 
ner Douglas Gordon's slow- 
motion video Installations illu- 
minated the inner psychological 
turmoils of urban life, so a new exhi- 
bition opening on Monday wiD illu- 
minate the external synthesis 
between art, fashion and the media 
that define jm-de-siecle culture. 

The exhibition of 52 covers of 
Hello! magazine runs for the whole 
of February in the Gallery Bar at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel in Lon- 
don’s Park Lane. If this is an exhi- 
bition that will move to the Thte 
when the Turner Prize shortlist is ' 
announced in the autumn, then we 
might be witnessing the start of a 


new^tu^movement-'^the artof 
optimism”, a celebration of aristoc- 
racy and amvistes in pastel shades 
that wifl make Damien Hh^s explo- 
rations of death and preservation 
lookprasl. 

In the words of the show’s cura- 
tor, Caroline Parr, “the covers are 
glamorously colourful. It’s a chron- 
icle of our times; we go from wed- 
dings to divorces and deaths. Yes, 
the covers are paparazzi pho- 
tographs, but this is serious 
paparazzi. There are people having 
fun, and there are people in pain. 
That is an art form.” 

Tb those who arc not students of 
the new wave in British art, Ms 




Parris words might appear to be a 
series of non sequhurs. But con- 
temporary art historians would not 
see them as such. The fielh! exhi- 
bition is, on one level, a bunch of 
magazine covers in clip-on frames; 
on a deeper level, however, it is one 
expressionist canvas where love and 
life find no easy linear route. 

Simon Tbit, author of Palaces of 
Discovery, a guide to the treasures 
in Britain’s museums, sees the exhi- 
bition as being part of a grand tra- 
dition. “Britain's museum and 
gallery history is full of adventure 
and dottiness,” he says, “though to 
make ah exhibition of personalities 
mostly famous for making exhibi- 


tions of themselves seems a gener- 
ous interpretation* of flfe'worcf 1 " 
populism ” 

To find brightness in gloom is a 
tradition that stretches from classi- 
cal painting to the Pop art of the Six- 
ties. But the covers of Hello! per- 
form this function with a panache 
that cocks a snook at art critics ding- 
ing to a narrow belief that art must 
mirror social realism. 

Two months after Robert 
Maxwell’s death by drowning, his 
widow, Betty, shows Hello! around 
their lavish French villa While the 
rest of the world gossips about how 
estranged the Prince and Princess of 
Wales look on their visit to Korea, 


HelloPs coverline proclaims that 
they are carrying out their duties 
with dignity. But it is the shock jux- 
tapositions and the ensuing ele- 
ment of surprise that give these can- 
vases their real value. Underneath 
the confident white on red “Hello!” 
with its signature exclamation mark, 
reminiscent of Roy Lichtenstein's 
American Pop, is Feigie in a green 
gown, revealing an expanse of thigh. 
“The Duchess of York Poses as a 
Model" reads the coverline, but 
with the subtle omission of the 
expected exclamation mark. 

Most notable is the edeticism of 
subject matter that the canvases can 
conjure up. All branches of the 


PHOTOMONTAGE: JONATHAN AN5TEE 


Royal Family adorn the cavers along 
with the nearly Royals such as Koo 
Stark. No great surprise there. But 
what is being celebrated on the 
cover beneath Fergie? None other 
than the marriage of racing com- 
mentator Derek Thompson and his 
personal assistant. 

The world of horses, like the 
world of art, can unite royalty, the 
landed gentry and even the chap 
who does the verbals on Channel 4 
on a Saturday afternoon in one glo- 
rious postmodern collage. 

‘ Hello ! Covers Exhibition 'runs to the 
end of February in the Gallery Bar, 
Grosvenor House Hotel, Park Lane, 
London W1 ( 0171-499 6363) 


‘Look, thifik, take your time’ - the secret to collecting 

Sotheby's contemporary art curator Janice Blackburn talks to John Windsor about buying a collector’s item 


226.800 


mi * * — 


BIST- 


*m***’7. 



VI- „ * 

i-V 


;ui ,,l Y 


■ 

4 




S otheby’s has appointed a pri- 
vate collector, Janice Black- 
bum, to curate its first selling 
exhibition of contemporary decor- 
ative arts (which runs for a week, 
from 6 February). Her architect- 
desagoed home in Hampstead could 
be mistaken for a gallery, with its 
polished floorboards and sparsely 
displayed, named artefacts; curva- 
ceous tables and chairs by Ron 
Arad and Mary little; an exotic 
pfere of plumbing by Fred Baier that 
serves as a double bed. 

There are 77 artists’ names in the 
exhibition catalogue - furniture- 
makers, ceramicists, glass-blowers, : 
jewellers and lighting wizards, most 
of them virtu all v unknown to the 
public, but all well known to Ms 
Blackburn and her husband, David, 
a lawyer and property developer, 
who have winkled them out in a 
search-and-buy operation that has 
spanned 15 years. 

With'youhg home-makers eager 
to buy works of art by up-and-com- 
ers, the couple’s expertise is at a pre- 
mium. London auctioneers are com- 
peting fiercely for the “modern 
design” market and Sotheby’s has 
copied Bonhams, which held its 
first annual decorative arts selling 
exhibition - or “tag sale” in art mar- 
ket jargon -in 1992. There is no bid- 
ding. This is fixed-price retailing, 
with purchases replaced from stock. 
Dealers, needless to say, are hvid. 

‘ Ms . Blackburn’s secret? She 
makes it sound simple. Her advice, 
after the ritual incantation of “buy 
for love, not for investment” was: 
“look, think, and take your time". 

How many novice collectors feel 
an urge, to snap up that vase or 
btriochlwfore someone else gets it? 
Ms Blackburn says; “You may miss 
one or two pieces, but if die artists 



Collect call: T don't buy safe things/ says Janice Blackburn (above), ‘safe Is boring’ 


are worth anything, they are not. 
going to go away. Clive yourself time 
to think- Do you realty tike it? 

“For example, we first saw Mary 
Little’s furniture [often “dressed” 
and humanoid-looking; bought by 

design museums] 11 years ago at her 
degree show at the Royal College of 

Art. We loved a wooden chair of 
hers, biit did not buy. Bve years later 
we noticed - her name at a Crafts 
Council exhibition - and bought 


“As for Ron Arad [tables with 
glass tops and twisted metal legs; 
hollow, welded steel armchairs that 
sell ex-studio for £9,000 plus] we 
found his workabh of ashocL Most 
people we knew thought it was a 
joke. But we went back to his stu- 
dio time afteriime, just to look. He 
> must have been side of the right of 
us. Now, if 1 had to pick the person 
in the selling exhibition whose work 
is most important. I'd pick Ron.” 


And before the thinking? “If you 
have no confidence in your own 
taste, then look at more and more 
art works. That way, you will also 
learn to appreciate the work that is 
unique, untike any other.” 

Where to look? A surprising 
□umber of names in Sotheby's 
exhibition are graduates of the RCA 
- described by Ms Blackburn as “a 
hotbed, getting better and better". 
She spots them at the college's 


PHOTOGRAPH: KEITH DOBNEY 

annual degree shows in June. “No 
need to buy immediately," she reit- 
erates (and degree shows do tend to 
be overpriced), “take the exhibitors’ 
cards and keep in touch with them." 

The most striking work at last 
year’s RCA degree show for Ms 
Blackburn was Kate Wilkinson's cos- 
tume jewellery made from tinplate 
pill boxes, strands of plastic and 
glass beads. *1 homed in on her," she 
s ays. A spiky Wilkinson necklace. 


worn round the neck of Joan 
BakeweU as she presented the Turner 
prize in December, stole the show. 

“Whenever I see a degree show 
advertised," says Ms Blackburn, “I 
do my damnedest to go to it.” That 
goes for Central St Martin's School 
of Art and Design and Goldsmiths 
as well as the RCA Then there is 
the New Designers exhibition, held 
each July at the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, where graduates 
of out-of-London colleges display 
their work. Her discoveries there 
have led her on a trail to textile stu- 
dios m Glasgow and Edinburgh. 
Another, unglamorous source of tal- 
ent is the Crafts Cbunril's illustrated 
index of craftspeople. Ms Blackburn 
discovered Fred Baier in it. 

She describes most of her finds in 
the forthcoming selling exhibition as 
“wild cards". They include the 
ce rami cist Julia Schrader (teddy 
with porcelain spikes), Nina Leek 
(metal handbags), Emily Bates (tex- 
tiles with human hair) and Jo Gor- 
don (outrageous hats). 

“I don’t buy safe things." she 
says.“Safe is boring.” 

But in today's market, isn’t it 
often the widest-looking things that 
are the safest buys? 

“I don’t buy for investment", she 
insists, “I buy because I love the 
work. But if you have a good eye an 1 
confident taste and buy what yo>i 
like, you’ve got a good chance cf 
picking winners.’’ 

That’s more like it 

Sotheby's, 34-35 New Bond Street, 
London 1*7 (0171-493 SOSO). Some 
of the artists' work can be seen at the 
Crafts Council exhibition ‘Objects of 
Our Time’, until 16 February, at 44a 
Penionville Hoad, Islington, London 
N1 ( 0171-278 7700). 



Under the 
counter 

with Lindsay 
Calder 

I n my book contraception 
is a dirty word: the PQ1 can 
be dangerous, condoms can 
split, the Cofl give you a 
nasty infection - and a 
friend of mine bad to go 
back to have it trimmed 
down because it was 


Gruesome. If you use the 
Cap you practically have to 
take a flight bag with you to 
carry all the bits. And the 
Sponge and the Fcrrudom 
just conjure up images of 
school pu d d i ng and boH-in- 
the-bag. 

So it was with some 
interest that 1 saw an ad for 
Persona - a “system” that 
allows you to “make love" 
without using any 
contraceptives. Sure, I 
thought The catch is? 

Well, h wasn't a steal - 
£49.95 for die “monitor" 
and £9.95 for a box of eight 
“test sticks” Basically the 
deal is that you press a 
button on the monitor when 
your period starts, and do 16 
urine samples the first 
month and eight every 
month thereafter. By 
measuring your hormone 
levels it tells you when to Do 
It and when Not lb. Simple. 
Well, sort of ... 

The 62-poge booklet gives 
supposedly dear instructions 
on how to log on to your 
pocket -sized system. 
Unfortunately there was no 
Persona For Dummies 
handbook. On my “M” day 
(day 1) I was thrown into a 
panic over when exactly I 
should press my M as this 
would establish my “testing 
window". There is, thank 
God, a helpline - sorry, 
“careline”, which after 
leaving me on hold for 20 
minutes, informed me that 
around Sam would be a 
gpod time for me to press. 

After this it is relatively 
plain sailing, Whiting up to 
your monitor in the morning 
is rather like waiting up at 
the traffic lights: Green = 
Go for it! Red = Not 
Tonight! And Amber = A 
sample please! Amber is my 
least favourite light This 
means using a test stick (or a 
pee stick, as my husband 
affectionately calls it) and 
trying to pee mi it for three 
seconds during your testing 
window, then inserting it in 
the monitor’s “test stick 
slot”. Five minutes later a 
verdict of Green or Red will 
be reached As an added 
bonus a cute little 0 with a 
dot in the centre flashes 
when you are ovulating. 

I have to say, apart from 
the peeing bit, so far so 
good The system is 
allegedly “as reliable asa 
condom”, but I'm not 
without my fears. Every 
Tbesday I have to hide it 
from the deaner in case she 
scrubs it with something 
abrasive and inadvertently 
causes us to become 
parents. 

Persona is available 
exclusively from Boots. Few 
more details can Careline 
(0800 994455). 


Fantasy book 
league 

The winner of the 
£150- worth of books 
from The Folio Society 
will be announced next 
weekend. The challenge: 
to name the best books 
of the last fifty years. Is 
this the line up which will 
coincide closest to the 
top ten nominated by 
literary editor Boyd 
Tonkin? 

1984, George OrwelL 
Schindler’s Ark, Thomas 
Keneally. History of 
Western Philosophy, 
Bertrand Russell. The 
Heart of the Matter, 
Graham Greene. 
Collected Poems, Philip 
Larkin. Collected 
Poems, Seamus Healey. 
Lord of the Flies, 
William Golding. The 
Story of Art, Ernest 
Gombuch. The Old Man 
and the Sea, Ernest 
Hemingway. Dr 
Zhivago, Boris Paternak. 
(From Barbara Brown, 
Stroud, Glos) 

Fmd out next Saturday. 
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I n the thesaurus of daft adjectives 
used to promote the humble car, 
none is less appropriate or more 
overused than “exciting' 1 . Cars, or 
at least the vast majority of them, 
should never be exciting. They are 
meant to reassure and protect, not 
excite: to lower our heartbeat, not 
raise it. 

Many car makers crow about 
“building excitement'’ and such 
rubbish, among them Toyota, 
Japan’s biggest maker (and taking 
both quality and cost into account, 
probably the world’s most 
accomplished manufacturer of 
cars). People do not buy loyotas to 
be excited. They buy them because 
they arc good value and rarely let 
you down. They are anti-excitement 
cars. (After all. there is rarely a 
motoring event so exciting as being 
stranded on the hard shoulder of a 
motorway at peak hour.) 

I have just been driving a Toyota 
Canny V6 automatic and it is, 
without doubt, one of the least 
exciting cars I have ever driven. It 
goes about its business quietly and 



Gavin Green 


I like big, anti- 
excitement cars. 
They cruise along 
in a lazy, carefree 
way, encouraging 
a similar driving 
manner. They are 
the perfect foil to a 
hard day’s work 


comfortably and completely fuss- 
free. Like the best big saloons, it is 
therapeutic rather than exciting to 
drive. Its anonymous looks are a 
boon: they help avoid the excitement 
of being stopped by the police. 

I like big anti-excitement cars. 
They cruise along in a lazy, carefree 
way, encouraging a similar driving 


manner. They are the perfect foil to 
a hard day's work. Who wants to 
climb aboard a five-speed GTi buzz 
box, when the alternative is a soft 
and supple automatic saloon that 
can waft you home: the motoring 
equivalent of a pipe and slippers in 
front of a fireplace while the butler 
brings a large scotch? 


The best big, anti-excitement 
cars, in my experience, are Jaguars. 
(Rolls-Royces would be even 
better, were it not for the fad that 
everybody else on the road hates 
you, which tends to increase the 
excitement level.) Jags are 
relatively common, at least in 
London, and are big and 
unstressed and comfortable. You 
can feel your angst dissipate after a 
few miles. The sporty models, of 
course, are not so good. Jags are 
not sporty cars, no matter what the 
big alloy wheels and war paint and 
marketing bumf may suggest. Jags 
are big, soft saloons, or at least the 
best ones are. 

Mercedes saloons are also good. 
My favourite is the old S-class, as 
favoured by politicians, plutocrats 
and peers. They are plush tanks, 
and all that protective armour 
tends to reduce excitement, 
because you know you will rarely 
be threatened. 

Other favourite anti-excitement 
tonics include the V6 Ford 
Scorpio (helped by its profound 


ugliness and its surprising 
comfort), big Citroens (because 
they ride with such suppleness and 
yet reassurance) and most large 
new American cars (rare in 
Europe). Off-roaders are too 
frenzied - they're too noisy and 
roll too much, although new 
Range Rovers are -almost 
unexciting. BMWs are hopeless, 
even the big saloons. They're too 
sporty and thus about as 
therapeutic as a 10-mile jog. 

Volvos don’t.relax, either. Too 
many motorcyclists abuse you, in 
anticiparioo of eventually being 
killed by you or a fellow Volvo 
driver. Most Japanese saloons are 
also' poor. They are too energetic 
of ride and too buzzy of motor. 

Which is why the Gamry V6 was 
such a surprise. Quiet, refined, 
anonymous. I hardly remember a 
angle journey I did in it, it was so 
relaxing. In fact, it was so 
unexciting, ! barely' recollect the 
car at alL It merely served up 
entirely fuss-free transport, like a 
good, big saloon car should 
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Sticky Round drives Italjefs Formula 125 


F orget Sting and The 
Who. In Quadrophema , 
that cult Mods and 
Rockers movie re- 
released this week, the real stars 
are scooters. Yet far from sim- 
ply presenting a nostalgic image 
of the Sixties, scooters are veiy 
much an urban vehicle of the 
Nineties. On a scooter you cao 
be flash for comparatively little 
money - street cred and conve- 
nience. that's what it's all about 
In 1995 the Italians bought 
half a million new scooters. 
And the appeal is spreading: 
last year the British market 
grew by 40 per cent The major- 
ity of these are hi-tech 50cc 
automatics, which are helping 
to dispel the image associated 
with the wocd/’.mopedr* Howv. : 
ever, they're only really suited 
to short journeys. What’s 
needed, for air-brushing kudos, 
is all that technology and flair 
combined with a bigger engine. 
And so the Bologna-based firm 
Italjct has come up with the 
Ilaljct Formula 125. 

Scooter riding is all about 
being smug- A twist of the wrist 
at the traffic lights and you send 
all but the most determined car 
driver into the Formula’s mir- 
rors. Any cars that do get by arc 
simply lost at the next tailback. 

If you are feeling brave, you can 
lap on the window and say “I 
bet your car is really fast 
between the jams, isn't 
tearing the ear driver hemesed 
by the half compliment. T hen 
you simply filter to the front of 
ihe queue for another go. 
Motive power, for this 


delightful mockery of motoring, 
is a twin-cylinder 125cc two- 
stroke engine. The barrels are 
water cooled for reliability, and 
the belt-driven transmission is 
fully automatic for ease of use. 
Hit the electric start button, 
twist the throttle and you are 
oft Acceleration is a smooth, 
stepless advance of speed that 
geared machines of equal 
power can’t keep up with. 
Engine vibration is reduced 
below that of many of the 50cc 
scooters, thanks to the well bal- 
anced twin-cylinder layout 

Power output is 14hp, in 
accordance with new European 
laws for learner motorcycles. 
OK, so 14hp isn’t much, but the 
automatic transmission makes 
.the best, use -of it with, good 
acceleration and a top speed of 
just over 70mph. 

What makes this machine so 
special - and its smaller 
brother, the Formula 50 - are 
its miraculous cyde parts. The 
Formula is the first scooter to 
use single-sided hub-centre 
steering. HCS is a way of sep- 
arating steering and braking 
forces in order to prevent the 
front-end dive you experience 
on most two-wheelers when 
you brake hard. This system, 
previously only used in pro- 
duction on the Yamaha GTS 
and Bimota Tesi motorcycles, 
replaces conventional tele- 
scopic forks with a stiff swing- 
ing arm. The front wheel turns 
on a car-type steering knuckle. 

Not only does the HCS sys- 
tem look superb on the For- 
mula, but it really works, too. 


which is a nice touch. Con- 
cealed inside the front wheel is 
a hydraulic disc brake, with 
another at the rear, both of 
which can be used heavily while 
still retaining the full front sus- 
pension that copes with bumps. 
The downside to this is slightly 
restricted steering movement; 
though this is only noticeable 
doing U-turns or in the thick- 
est of traffic. Steering move- 
ment is still for more than you 
get on most motorcycles, which 
is why the nimble scooters - 
Formula 125 included - still 
have an advantage over heavy 
bikes in crowded city centres. 

O utrigh t handling and braking 
are aboat as good asyou are going 
to get on such a fight scooter. The 
disc brakes not. only have enough 
power to stop in die space of a 
beer mat, but also retain the 
important “fed" needed when 
conditions are greasy. 

Italjet, which also makes the 
Velocifero retro scooter, as 
owned by Oasis, is entering 
into only limited production of 
the Formula 125. So it looks as 
if you’ll have to put your name 
down on a waiting list if you 
want to be king of the queue 
busters this summer. 


The Formula 125 gets its official 
launch in Italy on 12 February. 
No UK price has yet been set. tad 
it is expected to be around 
£3,000. TTte Formula 50 has the 
same chassis, but only a 50cc 
engine, and sells in the UK for 
£2, 100. For more details contact 
the importer. Frontiers Motorcy- 
cles 1 0181-543 2508). 



Sixties street 
cred: Lesfie 
Ash, PhD 
Daniels and 
L a m br etba m 
Quadrophema 
(above). 
Nineties 
nerve: the 
Itaflet 

Formula 125 
(left) 


A bit of 

US excess 



Roadtest: the Ford Explorer 
By James May 



H ardly anyone really 
goes off-roading in 
the UK. Yet there 
is now a steady market for 
such vehicles, and a 
healthy enthusiasm for the 
American “sport utility" 
interpretation of the 
genre. Consider the 
success of Jeep in the UK: 
unashamedly American 
cars are selling well. 

In its Explorer, Ford has 
a ready-made response. 
Conversion to right-hand 
drive and a bit of gentle 
Europeanising - most 
significantly the switch 
from column to floor- 
mounted gear change - 
has been enough to modify 
a US best-seller for this 
market And if remains 
obviously American: auto 
box only, a bit garish at the 
front, sitting on chromed 
wheels and kinda big all . 
over. 

In the States there is a 
V8 version; here we get a 
V6 heavily revised from a 
push rod to overhead cam 
layout and delivering a 
healthy 206bhp. The 
gearbox is a five-speeder 
and the fouT-wheel drive 
hardware features a - 
convincing, electronically 
controlled transfer box 
which automatically alters 
the torque split front-to- 
rear in its on-road setting. 
Should anyone want to • 

venture into the mud, the * 
off-roader^an-be locked 
to give a 50/50 split and 
high and low ratios. Even 
without a manual box and 
diff locks, it will tackle 
impressive terrain. 

In its more natural 
road-going habitat, the 
Explorer is really quite 
impressive for a vehicle 
whose design 
requirements count 
against it. For an 
American car, the steering 
is refreshingly meaty, 
especially compared to the 
Jeep’s - though the tali, 
weighty Explorer will still 
feel ponderous in fast 
bends. The engine is 
eager, if a bit noisy, and 
the auto-box shifts 
smoothly and intelligently, 
save for a reluctance to 
kick down from its 


overdrive top. This is best 
switched out on windy . 
roods. ' V ; 

The interior is even 
more of a relief for anyone 
familiar with crunchy, oft-, 
chromed American switch 
gear. It's big but toned iitj.. 
the best Fbro tradition, 
and quite sober. The seats ' 
are very good indeed and 
rear accommodation is 
generous, but then it 
should be as this is u 
gigantic “car". Don't 
expect a limousine ride, - 
though chunky tyres and 
the requirement for the 
suspension to cope with 
disused quarries and the 
like mean you will be : 
gently pummelled. 

In the role of a normal 
car the Explorer makes no 
more sense than any other 
big off-roader - which is 
not much, to be frank. Bur 
as a bit of American 
excess, it does nicely. 
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Specifications 
Fbrd Explorer £25.375 
SOHC 4.0-iitre V6. 

206b hp, five-speed 
automatic gearbox. Top 
speed lOfimph, 0-60mph 
I0.9sec, average fuel 
consumption 20.6m pg 


■i 


Rivals 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 4.0 
limited, £28,995 
Even more obviously 
American than the<ronk - 
stealth bomberstyifogand 
a riighdy un-European 
interior. With its smaller 
Cherokee sibling, the ' 
trend-setter for “sport utes" 
(utility vehicles) in the UK. 
Mitsubishi Shogun 3.0 V6 
5-dooc, £27,059 
Japan's attempt at a red- 
neck, and convincing at 
that. Chunky and glitzy on 
the outside, a bit clinical 
and Oriental within. 

Land Rover Discovery 3.9 
V8 S 5-door, £24,475 
The British stalwart. 
Compared with the 
American approach, this 
reveals its utilitarian roots: 
boxy styling and something 
of a hose-down interior. 
The engine - of distant 
American origin, ironically 
- is gutsy; the Discovery 
excels at real off-roading. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


motoring 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Car Accessories 


w 


weissenfels 


FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 


SNOW-CHAINS 



SNOWCHAIIUS EUROPRODUCTS 

Bourne Enterpree Gertie - Borough Green - Kent TN15 8DG 
Tel: 01732 884408 - Fax: 01 732 884564 


Motor Services 


Did you Breakdown 
last year? 


NO 

Then save money with 

RESCUE 

AUTONATIONAL 


Ttwi hMdtdbwB service 
with a 25% Banes 
Car Rescue fro m £24 
Total Stxperservice from £49.50 


LocalCail Brochure Line 

— 0645 100 345 — 


lb fata ring 

0645 755 OOO 


Phase send me a FREE brodmre 
Fax:- 01277 200716 Anytime 

Name „ 

Address 


Postcode: 


Phone.-.- 


Expiry Dale of Cmrem Cover 

Scad to: Ant relational Rescue, imETOST CL 266, 
Brentwood, Essex CM144YW 


INI 


Mobile Phones 


OranSe 


Phones 

from ONLY 



inc VAT 


\ ,T\ ^ 




AH Orange pHboes include 

FREE 1st years insurance 
FREE 3 year warranty 
FREE 24 hour replacement 
FREE Itemised billing 
FREE inclusive talk time 
plus i month talk free 

t mona bn M as! am «n coma u 1* «Q brim an fcti 

If you find an Oranga phone cheaper 
elsewhere wfthin 3 days of purchase 
we will refund the difference. 


For dear and simple advice 


H- 

free 


TALK2US 



0800 32 22 22 

Mon-Fn 8am-8pm 
' Saturday 8am -6pm 
Sinday 10am - 6pm 

mmm " BE l£J 


Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK’s largest Choke of Used 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


Saab Ltfoeat Stfvdfcui * Em 
Angte. Buddngfwn Starts? Cam- 
bridga. 01223 3322S8/840QCB 


Registration Numbers 


CLASSIC NOUVEAU 


|*MW» 0,000 
Mbs MV cyan 
2B* C12JJ00 

KMO BU C3.4G0 

A740BMWCPOA. 

BOO 54® £2*50 

Bn 18 <9.e» 

,998 eeo Cl .750 
|6CCJ c*650 
2 COP £8,000 
TAL CPOA' 
£POA 

SF £28,000 

5POB CPOA 

WWU tPQfi 
QJLBT £2,430 


RECENT AVAILABILITY 


HAZ6 
30 HO 
18 HU 
5J 

33 JOE 
JPG 2 

29 JS 
18 KJ 
UW 4 
TUMO 


HI 24 
2MU 
KQf 1 


C4J200 

£4*60 

CSSJSOO 

£9.790 

£10850 

£11.500 

£3£S0 

glffSO 

£9.500 

£39.000 

£21.000 

£7350 

CKL300 

£POA 


■TONEY CPOA 
1IB1V £8.000 

89 MS £8 £00 

2400 MV £2.750 
R1HSH CU» 0 
«» £12.050 

11 HJ £7 AM 

NJ1JHW £1.660 
PMXEH CL9S0 
PILAU £3,600 
Pit NKY £9.500 
WENT El .450 

12 PN £7.500 
PBALE £1.450 


PS OAR £2.450 

loo mr 

SA« £15,000 
12 SAM £8,850 
5P £28.000 

5J C2BJOO 

W8LK CPOA 
89 SM PAW 
VAST £7,850 
VB83N £1,496 
£6.250 
SOWH £4.600 
Will 
3 wnj 

SO WW £8£M 
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Registration Numbers ■ 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLEY PRO ONE 


48 


BAA 3L850 
835ALX 1350 
(ALEX] 

335 BAX PQA 
738BJJ 750 
A740 BMW 3,000 
BOSS 5.750 
CF3t3 2,800 
00EB47V 325 
642 CTU 600 
CUES2J 50Q 
344 DBG V2SQ 

(PoSaii 

478 DEL 1350 
440 DEL 2A00 
733DHR 950 
438 DP 1 AM 

1B50 
{EttJEENl 
1,450 

621 EPD 950 

943 ETU 500 

jMTCA 985 
F5U 968 600 

A16 ADO 500 

(AIGADO) 
GBH13Y 425 
GF 738 2,4SO 

GIL 44 2^00 

JB0RE 975 
U GORE) 
H6REY 500 
IHGREY1 
H4N0N 975 
(HANNON] . 
HAZe 2,500 
(HAZEL) 
MHD 3,750 
HD 8406 1^400 
HK 4741 1.650 

HR 09 3,650 

HWI88 UHQ 

JAG6WY 395 
■*6688 1^00 

t JOG 0500 

B43JKP .950 
JS8363 3,660 
JT 2755 1800 
S46KAJB \,m 
KDL492 <H0 
A9HKLB GOO 
(A 96 PORSCHE) 
LE03QV 900 
{LEO -BOY) 
LMM9 8.000 
LS7927 - IjnO 
2MA 12400 
M666 MAY 500 
MB9B £500 
(P0RSCHB 

MJAHW 600 
MPHfiW GOO 
MU 296 1,000 
(MANUWTH)) 
NCI 22^00 
NG 725 2,880 

NGL3R 600 
830 NT :. .1X0 
NVNl- 3^60 
INIVEN-NEVE® J 
M3PDW 500 
PHHS1TX -99 
4014 PP U50 
PS 3424 2,800 
PV 2973 . 1JW 
FSG944X..80Q 
WtJRH : ue» 
RN 9477 JL70Q 
688RTU- . «W 
SPRB- • rOOB 
UCKSOO ■■■ TOO 
5UYC 1.S00 

VAD151 X400 
VCK38 1&0 
VLB 715 a ^BOO 
50 wr; woo 
wsu7ft :; hk 
Jsnm 1360 

I RHONE 012 S 7 

432305 PHONE MOST ARC PLUS V. 6 .T 1 

47474 S TAX ALL ARE PLUS TStH'.U.II | 

HAVE YOU A REGISTRATION MARK 1 
YOU WISH TO SELL? 3 

we will purchase outright or seQ on a commission -rtttl 
i'or a written quotation, complete the form ami post fine . 

MARKET RESEARCH CAB NOS, ' '.V 
33 DAISY «11 DMV^ CHOfUJFr PR«>9Nt 

KEGTSTRATION MARK: -v. 

^ the mark on a retention document? 
If so, Please ghw thpp«nfry dati*r ,. 

' •r-rV’-.; 

If Uw mark is on a yehkte. She ■" 

WAKfc .. Mm. 


TAX EXnniB^ 


sornnufe 


TOOT NAME: . 



L i -/ 

JUHMiaffi. 


- 

. : , v; : 


" ; ! 7-” 

. . POSTCODE] 

V (It's . 





S£2 






to 


i 
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Shqiv Ft 

^■831 a 


To Edvertfee in this s< 
please call David Owen (H$j 
0171 293 2333 
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V- *** ^ cuwn * P ro P er *y lunate, a builder's oyer-run schedule may well be shorter than the process of selling and then buying a new home 
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Find more rooms to breathe 

Calling in the builders may be a better option than moving. By Penny Jackson 


-a***- 

•prt* 


I t is difficult to know which is 
worse; the agonies of house- 
himtii^orlivi^withthebtiikiers. 
Given that buying and selling at 
present are likely to take longer than 
even a builders’ overrun schedule, it is 
* not surprising that so many people are 
choosing to extend or convert, rather 
than move. 

In the days when everybody was play- 
- ing musical homes, it was a simple mat- 
ter of waiting for a larger house down 
the street or in the next village to come 
on to the market If a first choice was 
lost, there would be another close on 
? its heels. Now, though, the months tick 
by with nothing on the horizon, and all 
the while prices are creeping up. 

The arrival of the builders this week 
at Sally Palmer’s borne in the village 
:■ of Sonning Common near Reading 
' marked the end of. a fruitless house- 
hunt and the start of an extensioa She ■ 
■ and herhusbancfcbadsptata year taokr.-; 
ing for a larger family house in the 
area. “We had several offers on our 
house, but there was nothing on the 
market We were looking for an older, 
larger place, in the same school catch- 
ment area but a bit more rural” 
Frustration began to shed a rosier 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


light on their rather unprepossessing 
Sorties home. “It’s a concrete box built 
by the Home Office for prison gover- 
nors, with a mean kitchen and a din- 
ing room you can't swing a cat in,” says 
Mrs Palmer, listing the reasons why 
they wanted to move. “But because it 
is in a. {food location, backing on to 
woodland, with a big sitting room and 
a very large garden, it is worth spend- 
ing money on to get the space we 
need.” In a few months, the Palmers 
should be able to swing their three 
children in the kitchen and dining 
room, while the first floor will have 
sprouted a new bedroom and bath- 
room. “It would cost a huge amount 
more to buy a house with this kind of 
space. We are also getting exactly 
what we want,” adds Sally Palmer. 

In times of shortage, as in times of 
recession, the number of people • - 
adding space to their homes increases. . 
BenStaggi of Goldschmidt afidjlow-. 
land’s Hampstead office, saw it hap- 
pening during the clamour for properly 
in the Eighties and during the recent 
recession. He also sees an overall 
trend for more living space and fewer 
bedrooms. But he warns of the dangers 
of not using an architect or surveyor. 


Extensions: what the builders say 

Take professional advice from an 
architect and/or a surveyor. Apply 
for planning permission, and make 
sure the plans are communicated 
to the authority. It is not to your 
advantage to have them pared 
down to such an extent that the 
conversion fails to meet your 
needs. Do not unbalance a small 
house with inappropriate 
extensions. Do not have work done 
if you amply want to move. It is 
not an investment Get builders to 
provide a proper schedule and give 
regular reports on progress. Word 
of mouth is invaluable. Check out 
loft conver5ion^extensions by 
neighbours. If adding a 
conservatory as extra living space, 
make sure it is well insulated and . 
on be used all year round. 

particularly in the case of conserv- 
atories. “If it is properly integrated and 
can be used all year round, then it will 
add value to the house. But they can 
be a terrible beadache. It must be well 
insulated if you are to avoid baking in 


the summer, freezing in the winter, and 
problems of condensation.” 

In cities, burrowing up is the most 
obvious way to accommodate more of 
the family. Deborah and Anthony 
Bnmero didn’t want to move from 
London’s leafy East Sheen, but with a 
small son and another baby on the way 
they did not have the space in their 
three-bedroomed semi-detached 
home. “Wb had the loft converted and 
now have an entire new floor - a big 
bedroom, a bathroom and my office. 
The wonderful thing is that it means 
my son uses a bedroom as a playroom, 
so we are not tripping over toys down- 
stairs,” says Deborah Brunero. “It was 
heU while foe work went on, and it took 
three times longer than it should have 
done, but now we don't have to move. 
We remortgaged for another £30,000 
but that amount of money wouldn’t 
have bought us a five-bedroom house.” 
Agents are always cautious about tire 
value a conversion adds to a property, 
and it does depend on the prerailing 
trends of an area, and the dimensions 
of the house. In Parsons Green, west 
London, for instance, the Rfteiborough 
Estate is a parcel of streets in a popu- 
lar conservation area where loft con- 


versions are the rule rather than the 
exception. Robert Stewart, of Hamp- 
tons’ Fulham office, also sees an 
increasing number of basements being 
dug out - a messy job, often requiring 
underpinning - which can give a fam- 
ily a large playroom and utility room. 

Mr Stewart recently valued an 
unchanged two-storey house, three- 
bedroomed house in one of the pop- 
ular streets at about £425,000, whereas 
transforming top and bottom would 
push it closer to £575,000. The cost of 
a conversion, he reckons, after redec- 
oration, would not leave much change 
out of £100,000, but is dearly worth ft. 
However, in the streets of Victorian 
terraces in Battersea, known as Little 
India, spending money on a loft con- 
version is a questionable enterprise. A 
two-and-a-half-bedroomed house with 
a through reception, small kitchen 
and tiny garden would be unbalanced 
by adding another floor and would be 
of little use to a family, whose living 
space would still be cramped. Accord- 
ing to Hamptons, it would cost about 
£15,000 to convert the loft, and would 
not increase the saleability of the 
house. The best anyone can expect is 
to get that sum back. 


Check the credit card 

small print « 

New annuities for those 

on their last gasp ...J 

How much are Diana’s^ 
dresses worth? ^ 



Three of a kind 

with Agas 



The Aga is blue, two-oven and oil-fired. The six- 
I bedroom period house which comes with it is 
Clarence Court, in Congresbury, Somerset, 12 
miles from BrisioL Dating from the 17th century 
but extended later, the house is five minutes" walk 
from the village centre and stands in its own 
gardens of two-thirds of an acre. For non-Aga days, 
there is also a Philips white oven and bob in the 
21ft kitchen. £300.000 through Savills 
(01225 444622). 



H olly Cottage in Bourton-on-th e-Hill, 

Gloucestershire, has a warm red Aga (gas- 
fired, two-oven) in its 17ft, beamed kitchen. The 
Grade II listed four-bedroomed house is tucked 
down a no-through-road towards the edge of the 
village, but it’s just two miles from the mainline 
station at Moreton-in-Marsh. A 30ft stone barn 
provides garaging and storage. The gardens are as 
notable for a fine wisteria as they are for holly. 
£248,000 through Hamptons (01386 852205). 



property • residential 


L ittle Mariteau House in Winchelsea. East Sussex 
sports a green, electric two-oven Aga in the 
kitchen, with matching green Shaker-style painted 
units. The Grade II listed Georgian -style period 
house has a marble-floored reception hall, a 
conservatory, three bedrooms and a 16ft drawing 
room with an open fireplace. There is a detached 
garage at the end of the 82ft garden. £180,000, 
through Phillips & Stubbs (01797 227338). 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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ROOF PROBLEMS SOLVED 

PERMANENTLY! 



• Stop slipping tfks and slates 

• Stop rain, snow and dirt 

• Stop naH fatigue 

• Stop leaks and condensation 

• Stop pipes and tanks freezing 

• Replaces damaged or no underfdt 

• SAVE UP TO 80% HEAT LOSS 

• GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEARS 


Generally costs far less than re-roofing. Seen on Tomorrows World" in 
1970’s. Recognised by the B-BA. Available CF.C.Frte. 

TRS are approved contractors using materials manufactured to BS 5750 
used in Local Authorities, Agriculture and Industrial Buildings, Schools, 
Churches, Hospitals, Bams and thousands of residential Pro perrics. 

* PRICES GUARANTEED) ALL WORK INSURANCE BACKED ★ 


BUY DIRECT - CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN 


O 


01279 655914 


Lk 


Send the coupon today FREEPOST (no stamp required) to: 
TRS LTD, FREEPOST, BISHOPS STORTFORD, CM23 3YZ 
n YESI Please arrange a brochure and FREE SURVEY 


To advertise in this section please call the 
Property Team on 0171 293 2302/2343. 


Overseas Property 


Overseas Property 


BUYING ABROAD^ 


The spring overseas property exhibition at: 

The Cumberland Hofei, 

f/ Marble Arch, London Wl. 

r Friday 7th. Saturday 8th, Sunday 9th February 1997 
Friday 1 200 - 1 800 Sat/Sun 1 030 -1 700 
Over 50 top Agents and Devetopen from Spain, Portugal, Ranee, IWy, 
Cyprus, GbfaHar, Ftortda A th* USA - and mom - 

V wtfl be displaying their properties. A 

FREE -j-HE TO: 

Admisrioii ixrrcDMiTTnxisi 0171735 8184,^^^ 
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INTERNATIONAL 
PROPERTY SHOW 


FLORIDA ""T" 

ORLANDO AND GULF COAST mako&mckt 

an i vDftALtVtKlAM 

PILGRIM ASSOCIATES (UK) 

L ICENSED vr/iRfO A REAL ROTATE BROKERS 


Enjoy in life 
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Suffolk 
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FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly, (or your treo copy Mo- 
phon* (91*1) M7 IBM 
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Do cklands 


CITY TOWER BRIDGE DOCKLANDS CHELSEA 

G aynor walker ESDUE 

pricking in DxUunds 


PROPERTY TAKE AWAYl-hM or txjUflong or short 
Rtarctta, dockside, canal -you rams mVagotit! 
Save thiw and money by using or retoctitonaanto& 
Tel! us what you want and where - well do tho rest 
ConsUtantsavaHaUe 0800 -22Dahre by appointment 

hum .. Sotognuxte - Rvder Cup, Hong Konft Florida, 
Iste-c# Man, Bernuda 


Q KXnn| MA1EE -HESUHN GAIE *201 MUSH WAil • LONDON E140YT 
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TOWER BRIDGE DOCKLANDS C>«LSEA SHASWELLTHAUES 



no the Allan Onim. • Your 
wmJ hew «*i «n<* aooal 
vinl Sun «iA j napt 
2 hedrnom. 2 tulhroom.. 


UiTarrn Um^auN aid llutna. Ikhv date » one h\inu room with fifipLm.-. (uHwnii- m. odd lu« 
<1*>. ih th»te it 2 hmm - Near an anmtnrc u'«t jvrftip mnwnxon- Mth nnwr pnk'n « pni a,- 

“ wrnninj; pinl. pnv \niu- rt,-. 

• Inupiuri- inr ot pbw. 
jad sionr nniirn ihv vilLs 
Mend inn. rtxir mmundnf^. 


Make h wififtil tj pat tba araa a visit as i saa a show fills. 


Care-free , desirable property and free* holidays , 
extra income and fax-deductible too. 

A 2nJ fame m j loptvtmf * a thi, Wainn - mran I'jftd pig jnl j nooH -trn- pnifKirv. htndaf; g Jnr in 
\uu. Your vflh k-jn hr inttrfom ll'iou wish, ynsnhup i .tuwAiaHr urw ww.v N iBranr. A Mkln U ljn 
aho he i my JOtanvr ppn nu Ln a\ pofmcv 


European \ ilia Sales Ltd.. 

Tel: 0 12 23 5 1 1211 Fax: 0122A r»«2 71:l 


Docklands 


Docklands 


.3-5 


TOWER 

123. WappmgHi^i Street, W&ppang, Ltmdon El 9NQ 
Td.'0171 7023822= Fax: 0171 7021067 

We him the edge on effort 
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Quality Properties. Quality Service 

To discuss yonr "Property Matiers" call us now on 

0171 538 0102 
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SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 • THE 


independent long weekend 


The family that’s at home 

...to visitors, that is. Rosalind Russell meets the Copes, National Trust tenants 



Where home is a 15th-century watermill: the Copes are one of nine families in the country who rent Nat io nal Trust property open to the public phil yeomans/bns 

of lOyears is offered through local estate 
agents Symonds and Sampson in Yeovil 


I t’s the perfect home: a 15th-century 
water mill with five bedrooms, hand- 
made floor tiles, and a pond well 
stocked with fish. All for about £6,000 
a year. Oh, and every weekend, a steady 
trail of paying visitors. 

The lucky tenants are the Cope family 
- one of the nine families in the country 
who rent National Trust properties and 
must open their doors to the public. The 
demand is intense, the opportunities rare. 
This week, competition is expected to be 
stiff for the recently restored Treasurer’s 
House in Martock. Somerset, which will 
open three days a week to the public. 

The Copes - English teacher Colin and 
his wife Christina, a hospital sister - could 
hardly believe their luck when they 
became tenants of the White Mill, oa the 
Kingston Lacy estate in Dorset, where 
they now live with their children. George, 
four, and II -year-old Hannah. 

The children have had swimming 
lessons in case they take an impromptu 
dip (water stands on three sides of the 
house) and love living in White Mill. The 
garden has yet to be restored by Colin, 
an award-winning gardener. 

Visitors come to see the water mill and 
its workings. The wooden 18th-century 
machinery is a rare survivor of the Indus- 
trial Revolution, when most workings 
were replaced by metal. The supply to 
drive the mill dried up 100 years ago, but 
the remaining water is well stocked, and 
visited by herons and egrets. 

“Last November, during heavy rain, the 
water covered a lot of the lawn,” says 
Colin. ‘‘But the house is a little higher, 
and although history suggests the water 
may have come as far as the steps, it has 
never come into the house. 

“It is not like living in a museum,” he 
adds. “George's toys lie around outside. 
We’ve no pets at the moment, but we’ll 
have doves to live in the dovecote, and 
we want some white cats.” 

Swapping house ownership for a ten- 
ancy wasn't Colin’s idea. “I didn't really 
like where we were living, and felt I was 
ai a crossroads. When my wife saw the 
mill advertised, she decided to go for it 
Now we love the house. It is such a priv- 
ilege for the children to live here. This 
morning we saw kingfishers; we have seen 
swans nesting and hatching.” 

As the miu is open to the public every 
weekend, noon until 5pm during the sea- 
son, summer holidays are taken Monday 
to Friday. “We don't have days off, but 
we could arrange cover if we wanted to. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
people I wouldn't otherwise meet.” 
Colin has taken to life as a NT tenant 
like a cygnet to a mill pond. When visi- 


tors arrive late in the afternoon, he feels 
he can’t hurry them. If the conversation 
is interesting enough he invites them into 
the garden for a glass of wine. 

Celia Mead, of the National Trust, 
describes the chances of renting a prop- 
erty such as the Treasurer's House in Mar- 
tock as: “a once-in-five-years opportunity. 
We get flooded with calls whenever a 
house becomes available.” 

As tenants are chosen so carefully, it's 
rare for someone to throw in the towel 
before the end of the lease, though it has 
happened. “It’s important they are visi- 
tor-friendly and considerate," says the 


Trust “They can usually do things like 
hang up their own pictures, as long as they 
don’t bang a nail through a medieval wall 
painting. You don’t have to own antiques. 
We interview the people, not their furni- 
ture.” 

The five-bedroomed. three-reception 
Treasurer's House dates from the 13th 
century. The wall painting in the first-floor 
Solar Room was discovered under a coat 
of limewash in 1995. The room is to be 
open to the public along with the 21ft 
kitchen with its hamstone-arched 
ingle nook fireplace and exposed roof 
misses, and the Great Hall with its boxed 


gallery and wooden door leading to a 
walled garden. Tenants will have to open 
for visitors from 230pm to 530pm Sun- 
day, Monday and Tuesday, from the end 
of March to the end of September. 

The rent is £1.250 a month and the 
insurance almost £2300 a year. A normal 
five-bedroomed house in the area would 
cost around £750 a month to rent, but the 
premium isn’t likely to scare off discern- 
ing tenants. The Trust is responsible for 
all structural repairs, as well as internal 
plumbing, garden paths and drives, so 
maintenance is unlikely to be expensive. 
An assured shorxhold tenancy for a term 


(01935 423526). 

The National Trust has no central register 
of houses to let, so trawl local agents. Leases 
vary at each NT property. Tenants can 
sometimes keep the entrance fees from vis- 
itors. 

The Trust can ach'ise on any aspect of 
looking after the property, including spe- 
cialist garden advisors. Tenants mustn i 
object to bang on show and must be con- 
servation minded. Individual leases deal 
with any restrictions, such as pets. 


Living 
with the 
9.05 

A house on the line 


I t could be a signal that British 
Rail need tci raise wore moncj . 
Or perhaps they hope that Train 
buffs will have dreams above their 

St BR have put five of their railway 
crossing cottages up for auction 
through Savills Walker Walton, 
who expect to be knocked over in 
the rush by bidders. One cottage 
has already been sold, prior to 
auction. 

It helps that the guide prices 
start at around £10,000. At ihu* 
price, who cares about having the 
washing whipped off the line in the 
bock draught of the 9.05? The _ 
cottages — of which four ore period 
- are in Nottinghamshire, 
Derbyshire and Lincolnshire and 
all stand within a few feet.of the 
railway lines, which arc still in use. 
The houses are mostly Victorian; 
they were built for signalmen, and 
are redundant in the days ot 
automatic crossings. 

”We have disposed of crossing 
cottages for British Rail before.” 
says Chris Charlton, of SWW. 
“They are rare opportunities, and 
to have this many offered at one 
time is even rarer. If previous 
interest is anything to go by .there 
will be a record attendance.” 

Of the four cottages left, two are 
tenanted. The other two, both in 
Lincolnshire, need to be 
completely modernised. Bidding is 
likely to start at £10.000 apiece. 

Some are in pretty villages: 
Morton Crossing Cottage - on at a 
guide price of £20 to £25,000 - is in 
Southwell. Nottinghamshire, 
famous for its minster. 

Most of the cottages have three 
bedrooms, and one. in Gosherion. 
Lincolnshire, has a garden big 
enough to prevent the owners from 
coming eyeball to eyeball with 


passing commuters. 

BR say that more properties will 
be put up for sale in the next few 
months. The auction is on 
Thursday, 6 February, in 
Nottingham, at 3pm. Details from 
Savills Walker Walton (0115 955 
2255). And you, don't need an 
anorak in order to bid. 
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Rosalind Russell 


Must we pay the penalty for arranging a mortgage? 


B uying a home is rapidly becoming 
more and more of a headache for 
prospective purchasers. The boom 
in prices means suitable properties are 
thin on the ground, forcing buyers to pay 
silly prices for what little is available. 

in turn, gazumping - raising the asking 
price of a home after it has already been 
agreed with a buyer - is staging a comeback. 

Headaches for buyers then. But the 
problems they face arc compounded by the 
amTudes of some lenders, who sometimes 
treat would-be borrowers quite badly. 

In some cases they promise attractive 
rales of interest but within right deadlines 
that many clients will not be able to meet. 

Some mortgage brokers believe chat 
lenders deliberately structure their mort- 
gage offers to ensure high failure num- 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


bers. Cheap headline rates are subsidised 
in pan by those who lose their non- 
re fundable booking fees. 

One person who has last out is Rosanne 
Priest. She approached C&G, the newly- 
bought mortgage lending arm of Lloyds 
Bank, for a loan to buy a house in Cardiff. 

“I chose C&G because they had a very 
attractive five-year fixed interest loan 
pegged at 739 per cent,” Ms Priest says. 
“Before they would consider an offer I had 
to pay a non- re fundable £495 booking fee.” 
She was told in December that com- 
pletion would have to take place by the end 
of February. On the eve of exchange of 
contracts fast week, the vendors pulled out. 

“I contacted C&G. All I wanted was to 
extend the deadline so that 1 could find 
another property. They told me that 


unless I was able to do so by the existing 
deadline, 1 would forfeit the fee.” 

A C&G spokeswoman said the mort- 
gage involves a series of money-market 
transactions with fixed time limits which 
could not be altered and the product itself 
had been withdrawn on December 8. 

She adds: “The problem is if we were 
to make an exception in this case we 
would have to do so in many others". 

Stuart Bemau, a director at Nationwide 
Building Society, says: “We have arrange- 
ment fees. In cases like this, we would aim 
to maintain a relationship with a customer 
who wants to do business with us”. 

Ian Darby, director at John Charcol, 
one of the UK’s largest mortgage brokers, 
says: “Few lenders would insist on impos- 
ing them in such cases. It should be said 


in defence of C&G that its mortgage was 
one of the more attractive ones. 

“It did not charge a valuation fee. Also 
it did not have a redemption penalty or 
charge a mortgage indemnity guarantee, 
unlike most other lenders.” Had Ms Priest 
asked for a few days more to complete the 
purchase of the existing property, C&G 
might have complied, Mr Darby suspects. 

He adds that C&G may have calculated 
on a high proportion of loan offers, per- 
haps 40 per cent, not being taken up when 
it set its rates. This failure rate, at £495 a 
time, is twice as high as John Charcol gen- 
erally experiences for its buyers. 

Mark Chilton, marketing director at 
FirstMortgage, a telephone-based home 
loan provider, agrees that Ms Priest's 
experience is rare: “We offer a wide vari- 


ety of mortgages of our own, plus those 
of many other lenders and generally we 
find that they are prepared to be flexible. 

“We would not charge them another 
arrangement fee for a new loan.” 

Two people who found buying much less 
stressful than expected were Barry Dance 
and his partner Hayley Cattermole. 

Mr Dance, a car parts executive who 
lives near Colchester, in Essex, says: “We 
saw a house we liked, but the estate agent 
said that it had already been sold. Then, 
we saw a For Sale board outside it again 
and spoke to the agent again. He told us 
that the house was on the market once 
more, but we had to exchange within 
seven days and complete within 28.” 

The couple contacted Steve Lidford, 
home loan expert at The Mortgage 


property • residential 


Bureau, part of the Mortgage Intelligence 
network of more than 400 brokers 
throughout the UK. 

Mr Lidford was able to arrange a mort- 
gage from Bank of Ireland, which is about 
to take over Bristol & West Building Soci- f 
ety, inside the deadline set by the vendor. 

Steve Royal, managing director at 
Mortgage Intelligence, says theinddence 
of vendors pulling out at the last minute 
is increasing: “Buyers are worried [that] 
they may lose out. We have responded by 
mobilising several of our mortgage 
providers. Also we generally do not 
charge any application fee.” 
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Winterton on Sea, 

Nr. Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk. £69350 

Luxury Leasehold apartment 
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CITY - BLOOMSBURY 

A refreshing new approach to residential agency. 
Our sales particulars all carry a floor plan, 
square areas and estimated rental values. 

Call us now for a copy of our free 1 6-page colour 
Property Review featuring a selection of 
new developments including Lofts. 

Teh 0171-250 1012 
Fax:0171-250 1015 

37-41 St John Street, London EC1M 4AN 


Kent 


CANTERBURY 

1 mile Cathedral. 
University side. 

Unusual det, single 
storey house. Inner 
patio with scanted 
shrubs, 4 beds, 

2 recaps, 14’xl2’ 
and 19'x22’ with 

central hearth and 
clerestorey windows 
0.25 acre garden. 
Carport. 

G.F. central heating. 

£158,000. 
For Info phone 
01734 413285 


Don’t miss 
our feature 
on Spanish 
Property 
on 

Saturday 

8th 

February. 











Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday s 
highly successful Property Gallery; a marketplace that is tried, tested 
and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 
words of copy complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 
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FjU in tUs coapon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: The Properti- 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada Sqoare, Canary Wharf LondM F I 
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For better or worse off 

James Munro split everything 50/50 with his wife - three times 


James Munro, 65, is an educa- 
tional consultant 

i i In the early 1960s I founded 
a group of homes for chil- 
dren with multiple handi- 
caps. It was then that I met. my 
wine. We got married and I 
bought a house. We had two 
wonderful children, but by 1972 
the marriage had broken down. 
It was entirely my fault and we 
split the property 50/50. 


My biggest 
mistake 


My wife and 1 were stiD in con- 
tact because of the children and 
after three years apart she sug- 
gested that we get back together. 
We got married again bought a 
big new bouse and had two more 
children. 


In 1984, 1 was offered my first 
job as headmaster, but unfortu- 
nately it meant moving. My wife 
was half-way through a new 
training course, so we agreed 
that the best thing to do was to 
sell the bouse, split everything 
50/50 again and buy two smaller 
properties. 

In the event 1 was given a flat 
to use at the school. 

After I moved, a paying-in 
book for a new bank account 


came through the post. Appar- 
ently I was supposed to put 
money into it, but since the 
account was in the name of "Ms 
Munro'’. I sent it back and said 
I didn’t know who this person 
was. 

It was only by chance that I 
later found out my wife had 
told the local authority she was 
separated. 

When she rold me I wasn't 
welcome back, I moved in with 


my mother. It was around I9SS 
when 1 was invited to renew the 
relationship. The house was too 
small for all of us. so we bought 
a bigger one. 

But three years ago. shortly 
before our 25th anniversary, ana 
apropos of nothing at all my wife 
banded me a note saying she was 
leaving. She had already rented 
another house. 

Inevitably she asked for a 
divorce, and both sets of lawyers 


said that all our belongings 
should be divided 50/50 - again. 

Aside from that, the divorce 
went through fairly smoothly. 

I’m not hitter, just broke. 1 was 
a complete twerp for letting it 
happen to me three times. Last 
year she said she wanted to 
renew the relationship "at least 
on a friendly basis'... " 

James Munro, not his real name, 
was talking to Corinne Simcock. 


As 



Nic Cicutti reviews annuities for all seasons 


F irst it was smokers, then it was fat- 
ties. Earlier this week, the increas- 
ing fragmentation in the market for 
pension annuities gathered pace after 
one company offered a higher retire- 
ment income to potential clients - as 
long as they are dying, anyway. 

Stalwart Assurance announced it 
would enhance the annual retirement 
income paid to people suffering from 
cancer, kidney failure, multiple sclero- 
sis, strokes. heW attacks, chronic asthma 
and diabetes. 

Its offer expands on its previous tar- 
get audiences - smokers - who were 
m promised higher annuity rates when 
7 tiiey retired, on the grounds that they are 
likely to die sooner than their n on- 
addicted counterparts. The success of 
this policy allowed it to be offered to 
overweight people, also classed as a sig- 
nificant health risk, as long as they were 
more than 25 per cent over “normal” 
body weight. ' 

Experts on this field fully support Stal- 
wart’s initiative.- Peter Quinton, who 
runs the Annuity Bureau, a company 
specialising in folding retirement plan- 
ning, says: “What was viewed by some 
as a gimmick has remained one of the 
most competitive rates on the market 
■| and a worthwhile option for many long- 
■ term smokers.” 

In effect, by paying them the same as 
those in good health Stalwart will no 
longer penalise those who die early. Stal- 
wart’s shrewd marketing ploy also raises 
the question of how.people ensure the 
best possible pension on retirement 
Annuities provide that mechanism 
for many mStions <rf pedpl&, whether 
. members of so-called money-purchase 
company pension schemes or with per- 
sonal pension plans. In either case, con- 
tributions made into their schemes 
throughout their working lives are 
invested to produce a lump sum. On 
retirement, the lump sum buys an annual 
income, or annuity, for the rest of the 
pensioner's life. 

But this not an issue purely for those 
on the verge of giving up work. Know- 
ing how much income a lump sum will 




-i .t y. . ; 

provide on retirement helps to deter- 
mine the level of contribution into one’s 
existing pension. For some, it may also 
lay the ground for starting a pension in 
the first place. Annuities are broadly cal- 
culated on the basis of returns paid on 
long-dated gflts, or government bonds. 
At present, a lump- sum of about 
£100,000 might buy someone aged 65 an 
income of about £11,000. The most 
important thing to remember is that 
annuities involve an actuarial gamble 
between ourselves and the companies we 
deal with - over our own mortality. The 
three key determinants in this gamble 
are age, sex and the health of the policy- 
holder. The older one is when an annu- 
ity begjms to be paid, the larger it will be. 
Someone hoping to retire at 55 instead 
of 65 might barely get £9,000 a year from 
a £100,000 hirop sum. 

A variety of whistles and bells can 
enhance certain .aspects of retirement 
income - at the expense of the amount 
you receive. Fbr example, altering the. 
frequency of the income paid from 
annually to monthly can cost about 7 per 
cent of income. Probably of greater 
importance is the extent to which an 


annuitant is prepared to ensure depen- 
dants are prelected after their death. All 
of these options can have the effect of 
cutting retirement income to a fraction 
of what was originally hoped for. 

There are ways round this. One way 
is to protect income by buying a with- 
profits or unit-linked annuity with the 
lump sum. These annuities are a form of 
continuing investment, delivering imme- 
diate, but initially lower, income while 
allowing the underlying fond to grow and 
hopefully pay out more in years to 
come. With some companies you deckle 
on how much income to take. One 
annuity from Equitable life assumes an 
anticipated bonus of 6 per cent each 
year. If that target is achieved, payments 
remain level. Should bonuses rise 
beyond that, so does income. 

Selecting the right annuity requires 
proper advice. Ensuring your future 
means setting aside enough so that 
when the time to buy the annuity comes, 
the best choices are not too painful. . 

Stalwart Assurance deals only through 
ind^xndetajmqjtcM advisers. The Annu- 
ity Bureau : 0171 620 4090 . 



THE BIG FREEZE 


5-49% (5.8%APR) 

MORTGAGE RATE FROZEN 
TO MARCH 1999. 


It's going to be an uncertain couple of years for mortgage 
rates; but it needn’t be for you. 

With the Woolwich's new Fixed Rate Mortgage you can 
be sure of exactly what you’re paying until March 1999, if 
you are an existing customer on the move, or a new 
mortgage customer. 

Take the first step to getting your rate fixed by calling in 
to your local Woolwich branch and having a chat with our 
mortgage adviser. Or call Woolwich Direct, at local rate, 
Monday to Friday 8.30am- 
9.00pm, Saturday 9.00am-3pm 
or Sunday 10.00am - 2.00pm 
on 0645 75 75 75 quoting 
ref: IA12. For your security, 
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telephone conversations may be recorded. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON ff. 

AHte wartette and typical ml catoAmd on tM assumption mat the mangBgB rate appflcable during tiw fixed raw period (which wffl ui ftwn the dan Moest is ftw cftagBd 
restwet of tha mortgage) vrtli apply lor the M term of me loan. Howwer. the rate is variable and. from L3JKI. the Society's prevailing standard 
vari ab le mortgage rate In fact apply. These terms apply only whew a mitten offer of advance was issued on or afar 9-2-97 are the mortgage compoted By a0A97. Typical 
emrpla: based on an endowment mortgage Harasi afie of 5.49% and ■ purchase price of £70.000, a couple taWng out B mortgage of £65X00 (from which a Higher ftroantaga 
Advance Fee of £1062150 wrt be daduaed) over 2S years (where the amount of the adwares is 93» of tha Society* valuation oftne property) MJuid pay merest of £29738 per 
month ffoes (300 payments). Accrued interest £L4&fi9. valuers fee £155. AppUcsdon fee £195. Solicitors mortgage charges £126. Deeds Admlrdsnstion fee payable on 
redemption £50 and a stage repayment of capital of £85.000. Total mm payable £154.388.09. 5.49%. 5.816 APR. The example assumes the mortgage starts (n the middle of 
Ob month a minimum guaranteed death benefit at £6SM0 and a term of 25 yean tor the endownant policy. A fat chon** over your property ww be required es security. For 
loans other than repayment loans, a suitable endowment policy. PEP or pension pta wffl also be required. A suitable level term assurance policy wffl also be required tor PEP or 
pension plan mortgages- Where the moft&ge exceeds me Society's normal manwemi poroenuge advance of 75» adOMona seictsttywni be required tor which a Higher Percent^ 
Advtnce Fae wffl be payable, if the mortgage Is either redeemed fin tit or in part) or transferred to another scheme before £32002. a toe equivalere. to 6 months' Merest at the 
ate payable at the time of repayment sin bo choiged. Remongsges mflaUe up to 90K loan to value. Ml mortgages are subject to status, valuation and a mtnknun aga aMA. a 
* rtten quotation Is nwdtabto on request from any branch or from Woolwich Burning Society. Dept LS. Corporate HQ. wading Street, BesJeyheaA, Kant DAS 7Rft. Tte WWMch 
Building Society represents only the WooWdi MartaUng Group, which Is regubried by the ftsreonai Investment Authority tor He assurance jnd unit Bust buabiess. 2HtMS9 
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PENSIONS BY 

PHONE 


24 hours a clav / (lavs a w eek Now you c; 
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one and get 


ions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 

er ttiik to voiir InclrfH-ndt ill Financial Advisor 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


.. - Widows mrt be Ytror fieri. Information r»r advice will only be provided on Scottish Widows products, issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Persona) Ir»i rstmem Authorin', 
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SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


First the 
good news 

Rates lift for savers 


% Rate and 
period 


Interest rates are on the up, 
clearly bad news for mort- 
gage borrowers. But for 
millions of small savers, 
who have seen returns on 
their deposits decline in the 
past two years, there is at 
least one small silver lining. 

In the past few weeks, 
banks and building societies 
have been steadily adjusting 
their accounts upwards. 

Christine Bayliss, invest- 
ment editor at MoneyFacts. 
the financial information 
provider, soys: "‘Rates are 
definitely moving upwards, 
on average between 0.2 and 
02? per cent. What we have 
found is two main areas of 
competition. The first is 
over instant access postal 
accounts, with several new 
accounts opening. 

■"The second is in the 
market for short-term fixed 
rates. These have been vety 
popular, with several clos- 
ing early after taking all the 
money they need to." 

Among those to have 
withdrawn their products 
are Nationwide. Derbyshire 
and Newcastle building 
societies. 


Rises detailed by Money- 
Facts in the past month 
include Alliance & Leices- 
ter which shifted its Instant 
Direct account from 5.9 to 
6.06 per cent on deposits 
over £10,000. Bristol & 

West raised its Postal Direct 
account from 6 to 6.4 per 
cent for the same deposit. 

New postal accounts 
being launched include 
Melton Mowbray, offering 
5.75 per cent on accounts of 
£10,000, Northern Rock's 
Select Instant paying 6.35 
per cent for the same 
amount and Stroud & Swin- 
don, offering 5.75 per cent. 

Short-term rates in high 
demand include a new Bris- 
tol & West offering at 6.75 
per cent to May 1 1998; 
Cheshire, which promises 7 
per cent on deposits over 
£25,000 and Prudential 
Banking offering 7.05 per 
cent over lb months on 
deposits above £10,000. 

Norwich and Peterbor- 
ough is still offering 6.75 
per cent on deposits of 
£5,000, pegged for one year. 

Nic Cicutti 


MORTGAGES 

Fixed rates 
Coventry BS 
West Bromwich BS 
Bristol & West BS 
Variable rates 
i Hinckley & Rugby 
Mercantte BS 
Nottingham BS 
First time beyers 
Lambeth BS 


0800 126125 
0800 525 7070 
0800 119355 

0800 774499 
01912959500 
0151948 1444 
fixed rates 
0800 225221 


4.15% lor 2 years 
4.99% tor 3 years 
5.84% for 5 years 


Bristol & West BS 
First time buyers 
Staffordshire BS 
Greenwich BS 
Northern Back BS 


0800 119955 
variable rates 
01902317317 
01818588212 
0800 591500 


223 to 1/3/98 


Max 

Fee 

Incentive 

aJv% 


• ' : ■ ' 

85 

£250 


85 

£250 

£300 cash rebate 

90 

£275 

— 

80 

£250 

Free vain 

90 

— 

— 

70 

— 

£200 cash rebate 

95 

£295 



90 

£295 

— 

90 

£275 

— 

90 



— 

95 

— 

— 

95 

£295 

Refund vain fea 


Redemption 

penalty 


To 1/1/02; 6mtte interest 
1st 6 yrs. 6% of advance 
'b 31/12/01: fi mtfis mtenest 

1st 5 yrs: disc red'd 
1st 6 yrsr 5% trf advance 
1st 5 yrs-. rebate & (fisc reel'd 

1st 5 yrs: 6 mtfts interest 
fe 1/4/03: 6% of q/ 5 balance 
To 31/12/02- Broths interest 

1st 5 yrs.- 5% of sum repaid 
1st 5 yftdiscotiitf reclamed 
1st 7 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


Telephone 

number 

m 

Butman BS 01202292444 

Bank of Scotland 0500804804 

Bank of Scotland 0500 804804 

Direct Line 0181 667 1121 


Instant Access Jrrstarrf 
Instant Access Savings Instant 
Instant Access Savings Instant 
Instant Savings Instant 




Melton Mowbray BS 01664480214 Pus Direct 

Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 Select Instant 

Bristol & West BS .0800 901109 Instant Postal 

Northern Rock BS 0500505000- Select Instant 


Chelsea BS 
First National BS 
Nofliem Bock BS 
Manchester BS 


0800.132351 P0SF-4bI 20 day P 

0500 505000 30Day Notice • 30dayP 

0500 505000 Select 60 60(fyP 

01618338898 Jubilee 75 day 




persqhalloans 



Telephone 

APR % 

Max LTV 

Fixed monthly payments (£3.000 over 3 years) 

Unsecured 




With insurance 

Without insurance 

Northern Rock BS 

0345 421421 

12.9H 


£112.66 

£102.59 

Royal B of Scotland 0800 121125 

14.0 


£114.78 

£101.45 

Nationwide BS 

via local branch 

14.9 


£113.15 

£102.49 

Second (second charge) 



Max UY Advance 

Term 

Clydesdale Bank 

0800 240024 

7.8 

Neg 

E3K-E15K 

6 mths to 25 years 

Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7923 

9.0 

70% 

E2.5K-E100K 

3 years to retirement 

First Direct 

0345 100103 

9.5 

80% 

£5K-neg 

Up to 40 years 




Authorised 

Unauthorised 


Telephone 

Account 

i. 

APR 

%pm 

APR 

WootwichBS 0800400900 

Current 

084 

10.5 

2.18 

29.5 

Alliance & Leicester 0500 959595 

Alliance 

0.76 

9.5 

220 

298 

Bank of Scotland . 0800 805805 

Direct Cheque 

— 

11.0 

— 

26.5 


► T< 


DUNFERMLINE 

BUILDING SOCIETY 

New Mortgage Interest Rates 

From 1 February 1997, Dunfermline Building Society's 
new variable mortgage rate for owner-occupiers will be 
6.99% pa gross. 

Notice to Existing Borrowers 

From 1 February 1997, the Society’s variable rates of 
interest for existing borrowers will be increased by 
0.25% pa gross. For borrowers who have a fixed rate 
mortgage, this change will come into effect an 
completion of the fixed period. 

Borrowers on the budget repayment scheme are not 
required to take any action at this time and individual 
notices will be issued to borrowers outwith the scheme. 


Du n fe rm line Btdkfing- Society Caledonia House 
Camara Avenue DunfemdneKYII 5N Tel 01 383 627727 


Standard 

Co-operative Bank 98 

RBSAdvanta 98 

Capital One Bank 08 

Gold cards 

Co-operative Bank 93 

RBSAdvanta 98 

Royal B of Scotland 01 


John Lewis 


Telephone 

-L -IK lii-JL*. Ly.'i 

Card Type 

H-* r ■ j i.-. «. . '• 

Min Rate 

APR 

Annual 

InL free 



Income 

% pm 

% 

Fee 

period 

0800 109000 

Advantage Visa 



0.64N 

7.90N 

nil 

Odays 

0800 077770 

Visa 

— 

0.79N 

9 SON 

nil 

56 days 

0800 669000 

Visa 

— 

0.797N 

9.90N 

nil 

54 days 

0345 212212 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.50 

1050 

£120 

46 days 

0800 077770 

Visa 

£20.000 

0.79N 

9.90N 

nit 

56 days 

01702362890 

Visa 

£20.000 

1.05N 

14.50N 

£35 

46 days 




V'Ti 


s^srt^r vr.-wr.-JCT 

telephone 

Payment by iftrect debit 


Payment by other methods 


% pm 

APR 


%pm 

APR 


via store 

1.39 

18.0 


139 

18.0 


01244 681681 

U7 

24.8 


137 

263 


via store 

1.94 

25.9 


2.20 

29.8 



APR AmiJhsed peramtage rate B + C Bufc&ngs and Contents insurance LFVtoaflflJ value fSUAcodent actowss and unentpkyment 
f Ara&abte to compiEhenute motor mutwee pabeytokte/s aged over 22 )t*j H.- Htgbet rate applies d BtsatarKe not anan^ 

N Mrodxtcuy ate for a Smiled penal. 


AH rates subject to change without notice 


Source. MOfflFACTS QI632 500677 


3DJanoiym7 



Deposit 

Rate 



-v 


£100 

470 

£5.000 

5.13 

£10,000 

5.60 

£50,000 

5.75 

v.*Y - 


£1,000 

5.60 

£5.000 

635 

£10,000 

6.40 

£50.000 

6.45 

£5,000 

6.05 

£10,000 

630 

£10,000 

6.50 

£25,000 

6.75 




5.20 



P postodf F Imitate 

n net rate A All prthdowats x/tyedot 3) day toss of interest 

M rates are shown gross and are subject Id donee wdwut notice. 


Sarah UOMFACJS 01633500677 


30 Jamas 1397 


INITIAL OFFER 

Increasing Income 

High Start - 5% 
or Higher Start - 6*3% 


The new M&G High Income Investment Trust PEP offers 
investors an opportunity to start building an increasing 
income now. Investors can choose between two Estimated 
Gross Dividend starting yields. 


5°/. 


. * From 
f package 
0 units. 


OR 


6*3°/ 


. * From Income 
* and Growth 
O units. 


No initial charge. No withdrawal fee. After the initial 
offer period there will be a spread between the buying and 
selling price. 

66 We believe the 
trend in income 

M&G High Income Investment Trust PER stocks iS On the 

I NO SALESMAN WILL CALL V . , 

■ You should contact your independent financial adviser p you have one) before investing, cfo U P* * nis launcn • <: 

I The priceof Investments and the income from them can go down as weS as up. Thewduetoyou I has COme at an 
of the tax benefits win depend oo your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could R 
■ change in the future. ' ■ ideal time tO take 

® jjSS, wmAis surname ■ advantage of this 

| ADDRESS • I opportunity^? 


INITIAL OFFER closes 3.00pm 7th March 1997 


To; The M&G Group, Bristol BS36 7ET- Please send me details of the new 


Daytime tel no; 


POSTCOOE 


KE-CEAE 


Data that you provide may be used by 
Norwich Union group companies, your 
financial adviser or other relevant 
organisations tor marketing purposes 
such as market research and 
contacting you regarding your future 
insurance and investment needs. 


INSURANCE 


For your protection ad telephone calls 
will be recorded. The value of and 
Income from PEPs may tell and you may 
not get back the amount invested. Funds 
NORWICH invested abroad may attar with exchange 

UNION rate fluctuations. Interm a tion/advtce wiH . 

only relate to Norwich Union products. 

No one protects more. f Except the buying to selling 


spread of 0.5%. 


INVESTMENTS 


HE At THCAKF 


PENSIONS 


MSG does not offer rivestment advice or offer any reconwendations regarding invastments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 

Issued by MM3 Financial Services umtted. 

(Regulated by The Personal tmestment Authtirttyj 
MSG Oat Trusts are managed by MSG Seasides 
Umted. {Regulate*! by tMRQ ana The Personal 
investment Authority! Tom Camoltis an employee 
of MSG Limited, an associate o/MSG Fnanael 
Services LM 

We newt mate w name and address to 

Lnmmecwi opunBaDorr, Wevdoccaaorwiyidyou 
OKWT oma pioduss M sovfcw Ottered by arshin *“ ^ 

Managing your money for the longer term 


Tom Carroll . . ' . . - 

M&G Fund Manager 

Intrigued? Complete the 
coupon for details or . ' 
phone 0990 600 614 
or e-mail -\r 

hb@MandG.reply.cb.uk 

"Estimated Gross Dividend 
Yields are based on Investment 
within The M&G PS* and based 
on the manager’s projected 
portfoto 03 at 31.12.96 and ire 
subject to change J- 


i\‘n rwnb Union Purt/ulto Sene Ml Limit cJ e regulated by the Personal hurst ment Authority Regulated by IMRQ 


PEP means you don’t pay tax on your Investments 


1 } YUJi £> I jSk> 




























To be - or not to be - in equities? 
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E ach year, when BZW pub- 
lishes its annual gilts/equity 
study, it makes the long-term 
case for investing in equities just 
about as plainly as it can be done. 

Over the period since 199L it 
quantifies how consistently shares 
have outperformed the other main 
asset classes, gilts and cash. 

The Long-run annual return of 
8.11 per cent in real terms comfort- 
ably exceeds the 1.87 per cent avail- 
able on gilts and the 1.48 per cent 

annual return on cash. In both cases, 

over any four-year period, history 
suggests that there is more than a 
three-in-four chance that the stock 
market will produce a higher return 
than either cash or gilts 
Long-term investors, so the head- 
lines report, are more than amply 
compensated for the extra risk they 
take on in the stock market. 

So much is well known. But what 
makes the study most interesting, to 
my mind, are the secondary details 
that most often get overlooked when 
the results are reported each Janu- 
aiy. 

First are BZW*s observations 
about the overall level of the stock 
market. Drawing on a number of dif- 
ferent valuation techniques, includ- 
ing the pioneering approach of the 
American financial economist 
Robert Shiller, BZW calculates a 
“fair value” band for where share 


P 1 ®*® should he by historic stan- 
dards, and then compares this with 
the actual level of the stock market. 

n JSf at ^ east ^ ve y* 531 * now, the 

BZW stuffy has been flagging up the 

fact that share prices today are way 
above their historic “fair value” 
range. 

You thought this was a raging bull 
market? Well, you are right- In fact, 
as the chart shows, it Is looking as 
highly valued now - after yet 
another strong year last year - rh»n 
tt has done in almost any previous 
period, including the so-called 
golden age of the 1950s. 

According to BZW, the current 
bull market phase, from 1982 to the 
present, has not only produced con- 
sistently higher returns (an average 
of over 12 per cent a year in real 
terms, more than 50 per cent above 
the long-run average) but done so 
with lower risk than in the past 
(measuring risk by the standard 
academic measure of volatility of 
returns). 

Michael Hughes, head of eco- 
nomics at BZW, quite rightly 
observes that just because a stock 
market is overhauled on a long-term 
basis does not mean it is going to 
stop going up next year. It takes time 
for bull and bear market pbases to 
work through their, cycles. 

It is the direction, not the absolute 
level of the market, which matters 


Is the stock market overvalued? 



most It so happens that the pre- 
vailing conditions since the early 
1980s - falling real interest rates, 
steady economic growth and declin- 
ing infLarionaiy expectations - have 
been unduly favourable not just to 
shares but to almost all types of 
investment, including gflts. 

Real returns on gilts have also 
been higher since the early 1980s 
than in any previous period, with the 
single exception of the between-war 
years. That, of course, was a period 
when inflation was negative for part 
of the time (which greatly favoured 
any fixed-interest investment such as 
gilts). 

It also p re-dated the start of the 
great “cult of the equity”, the post- 


war realisation by pension funds and 
other investment institutions that, in 
an inflationary world, equities were 
not onfy a - but the most - suitable 
investment for. organisations with 
long-term liabilities to meet. 

The old stock market saying, “Let 
the trend be your friend,” is there- 
fore still vay much in force: It is per- 
fectly consistent to say that the 
stock market is overvalued and can- 
not continue this way for ever, while 
at the same time acknowledging that 
h may indeed go on doing well until 
there is a fundamental change in the 
direction of interest rates, the econ- 
omy or inflation expectations. It may 
well be (as I am inclined to suspect) 
that we are still some way away from 


the absolute bottom of the long- 
term interest rate cyde, notwith- 
standing the likely increase in short- 
term UK nates next year. 

The BZW study is just as inter- 
esting - but less convincing - when 
it moves on to analysing risk and 
optima] portfolio mixes. If you 
accept that standard deviation is a 
good measure of risk, then the case 
against gilts and in favour of equi- 
ties is dear-ctu. The historical data 
shows that the stock market has gen- 
erally been one-and-a-half times 
more volatile than gilts, and ibree- 
and-a-half times more volatile than 
the returns from cash. As the returns 
from shares are anywhere between 
three and six times as great as those 
on gflts, the case for filling your port- 
folio with equities is overwhelming 
in a statistical sense - the extra risk 
is amply compensated. 

But this is where I think the 
BZW analysis starts to go off the 
rails, on the standard “garbage in, 
garbage out” principle. Standard 
deviation is one measure of risk, but 
it is not one that accurately captures 
the full dimensions of what risk 
means to most real-world investors. 
In practice, the risk of losing money, 
which is what many investors ulti- 
mately care about, from gilts during 
the recent phase in the level of long- 
term interest rates has been very 
small indeed. 



Jonathan Davis 


‘You thought this 
was a raging bull 
market? You are 
right, it is looking 
as highly valued 
now than it has 
done in almost any 
previous period' 


Credit cards that lead you on 

Read the small print before you switch companies, warns John Andrew 


T here is a war going on - the 
nation's credit card companies 
are fighting among themselves 
to gain each other's customers. Card- 
holders are being bombarded with 
direct mail, while advertisements 
leap out from the pages of magazines 
ana papers. Tb tempt a change of 
allegiance in the plastic war, there 
are offers of low interest rates and 
the promise of saving pounds. It all 
sounds so tempting. 

One of the tactics used to wean us 
away from our usual cards is low 
interest rates for an introductory 
period. The marketing infantry calls 
these “teasers”. The casual reader 
could be forgiven for thinking this 
rate applies all the time, but the 
teasers onfy apply for a matter of 


months and sometimes onfy to bal- 
ances transferred from rival cards. 

Now, there is nothing wrong with 
introductory offers. Malcolm Coles, 
senior researcher at consumer mag- 
azine Which?, says: “Tbaser rates can 
be a useful way of keeping down the 
cost of borrowing on your credit 
card.”- . . 

However, he warns: “Watch out 
far inertia. Once the teaser period 
is up, you'll be switched to the nor- 
mal rate which can be much higher.” 

Ihke the Co-operative Bank’s 
advertisement' for its Visa card: 
“UK’s lowest balance transfer rate. 
Transfer your balance for 7.9 per 
cent APR guaranteed until July 
’97.” The 7.9 per cent is in type one- 
quarter inch thick and one-and-a- 


half inches high. The copy states this 
means you could save up to £150, but 
in July the rate will increase to 19.5 
APR for the remaining balance 
transferred- Then there is the throw- 
away line, "The rate for new card 
purchases is 21.7 per cent APR” 
which appears in type one-twelfth of 
an inch hi gh. Whisk out a magnify- 
ing glass and yon will discover in the . 
small print that the saving is based 
on transferring £3,000 from a Bar- 
days Visa on the assumption that the 
balance remains constant. 

If the Co-op’s offer is not all that 
it seems, some people who take 
advantage of a card issued by Peo- 
ple’s Bank could be in for another 
shock. Its direct mail describes it as 
a “no-nonsense card that offers the 


flexibility and control of other credit 
cards”, but there is no annual fee and 
the current APR is just 14.4 per cent 
This about a third less than other 
cards. So what's the catch? 

The terms and conditions reveal 
that if the credit limit is exceeded on 
any statement, there is a £10 charge. 
If the minimum payment is not 
received by the doe date, there is a 
£10 charge and if a card is lost or 
stolen, there is a 00 charge. 

Ron Unquhart, managing director 
of People’s Bank in the UK, says: “Tb 
maintain our best-vahie approach we 
took the decision to impose a charge 
on those few who don’t meet their 
minimum monthly payments-” 

Other issuers which penalise card- 
holders with ancillaiy charges are 


MBNA International and NatWest 
So, if you occasionally stray over 
your limit or fail to meet a payment 
deadline, it is essential to read the 
small print 

Credit cards were not designed for 
permanent debt Perhaps the best 
move for those with a permanent 
debt on their credit card is to take 
out a personal loan over two years, 
pay off their credit card and then 
operate their finances on a “no 
credit' basis. This means paying off 
their credit card in full each month. 

JaihnAndrew is compliance manager 
at Midland Bank. He writes in a per- 
sonal capacity. The Independent will 
investigate Midland’s card charges in 
a separate piece. 
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TAX-FREE. 


CALL WOOLWICH DIRECT 


At the Woolwich, we are always looking for ways to help 
you make the most of your money. 

Our Corporate Bond PEP offers you the best of both 
worlds - a higher return than deposit-based savings but a 
lower risk than equity-based unit trusts. 

For flexibility, you can invest either by lump sum 
(minimum £500) or by regular savings of as little as £25 
per month. You can invest up to £6,000 per year in the 
Corporate Bond PEP and all your profits will be totally free 
of both income tax and capital gains tax. 

The Corporate Bond PEP is currently paying 6.6%*, which 
you can take as income, or reinvest for even greater gains. 

Over 41,000 people have already invested around 
£170 million in our Corporate Bond PEP. Why not join 
them? Just call Woolwich Direct, on 0345 47 46 45 . 
quoting reference ICD1/2 and speak to one of our 
friendly assistants. The sooner you call, the sooner your 
tax-free savings can start to grow. 

Get muck more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0345 47 46 45 


iMJantndi 
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Pi RSONAI. PENSION'S 

Do you need a pension 
plan that’s ready for life’s 
unexpected turns? 


No matter how carefully you plan, life has a habit of 
presenting us all with unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement; a change of career; children. All these can change 
your circumstances, so you need a pension plan which is 
flexible enough to let you cope with any changes - without 
penalty! 

That is why vou should consider an Equitable Pension 
Plan, which; 

• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penally. 

• Lets you retire earlier than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 

The Equitable Life does not pay commission to third 
parties for the introduction of new business. So, if you'd like 
to know more, call us direct on (0990) 38 48 58 or send off 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equitabIe.co.uk 

lriitxtnitiQni'acIvict wifi only be greet) ofl Equiabte group product* 
Rcguktcd by ihc Personal Investment Authority 

1H£EQUnUULK.REXrcST. VALTON SHEET. ATLESBOtff.BUCKINCHAMSHIBE HP3 7BR 


To: The Equheblr Life. FREEPOST. Wilton Street. AYLESBURY. Burki HPJ1 7BS 
1 mold tl ctn a e daAopHirEciniuMr 1 »pciMipn ulna. Iinmtf narinred l~l INTW7A 
I *0 in employee dm in ■ coapmr penoco tchcrer Q 

NAME IMr Mil Mm] 
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Teh (Office). 
Tefc (Home) . 


Date of Birth , 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 




The Index-Tracking PEP 
that perTorms the best 


(also costs the least) 


INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE* 

NOV 95 to JAN 97 annual charge growth 


Legal & General 


0.50% 22.41% 


1 . 00 % 22 . 00 % 


A glance at the table 
will show that - since 
its launch one year ago 


Hlefnwort Benson 


Average UK Income & Growth Trust — 


- the Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved rhaf it offers PEP 
investors unbeatable value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index.This Index reflects the performance of the entire 
stackmadcct, so it removes the risk of being over-exposed to shares which under- 
perform and lessen your return. • 

In fact. £6,000 invested in the Legal & Genera/ Index-Tracking 
PEP last year would now be worth £7, $44* compared to just 
£ 6,808 in the average UK Income & Growth Trust. And there 's 
still time to invest this financial year. 

Unbeatable costs*. 

At just 0.5% pjL. you won't End a cheaper Index-Tracking PEP 
anywhere else. And there are still no initial charges or withdrawal 
fees to pay: 

lb End out more about the — - _ _ _ m 

UK'S best value Index-Tracking /ftfi mQBXrTfBCkiM PEP 
PEP call now. or return the coupon below. mm j a j * mm** 

Alternatively, you can contact us ar mm %9%9 22 

bttpy/wwwJegakondgeneral. co. uk 

FREEPHONE Sam TV 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF: A-iDJll 
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Renewing your 
Home Insurance in 


February or March? 


Switch your buildings insurance from 
your mortgage lender and we’ll give 
you- £25 off your Isc year’s premium. 
Whats more, if you take out contents 
insurance with Prudential at the same 
time, you will receive a 15% discount, plus 
there’s a further 20% off your buildings and 
contents premium if you're aged 50 or over. 


Find out how much you could save. Call our friendly staff 
now for a free quote. PLUS a FREE home security video. 



Call Prudential on 0800 300 300 


Linn are open Ram to 8pm Monday ra Friday, 9am la 3pm Sucunby and 10am to 2pm Sunday. 
For your protection, calls on ch is number will be reo tided. 

Please note, in some cases we nuy not be able m provide a quote. Please quote reference GAD 344. 



DUNFERMLINE 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


RATES OF INTEREST 
from 1 February 1997 


INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS 
Premium Plus* 

(Including Bonus Interest) 


Interest payable annuall y 
GROSS RATES NETRATES+ 


(ILLUSTRATIVE) 



£100,000+ 

6.15% 

4.92% 

£50,000 - 

£99,999 

5-95% 

4.76% 

£25,000 - 

£49,999 

5.60% 

4.48% 

£10,000 - 

£24,999 

5-20% 

4.16% 

Premium Shares 




£100,000+ 

-5.05% 

4.04% 

£50,000 - 

£99,999 

445% 

3.88% 

£25,000 - 

£49,999 

4.45% 

336% 

£10,000 - 

£24,999 

3.95% 

3.16% 

£5,000 - 

£ 9,999 

3^5% 

234% 

£500 

£ 4,999 

3.05% 

2.44% 

Dunfermline Gold 




£25,000+ 

3.70% 

2.96% 

£10,000 - 

£24,999 

3*40% 

2.72% 

£5,000 - 

£ 9,999 

3.15% 

232% 

£2,500 - 

£ 4,999 

2-90% 

2.32% 

£500 

£ 2,499 

2.65% • 

2.12% 

£100 

£ . 499 

0.50% 

0.40% 

Headstart Account 



£1 or more 


2.70% 

2.16% 

Dunfermline Direct (from 3 January 1997) 



£50,000+ 

6-45% 

5.16% 

£25,000 - 

£49,999 

6.25% 

5.00% 

£10,000 - 

£24,999 

5.95% 

4.76% 

£5,000 - 

£ 9,999 

5.25% 

4.20% 

£2,000 - 

£ 4.999 

4.35% 

3.48% 

Dunfermline Tessas (Sixth Issue) 




£9,000+ 

6.25% 


£6,000 - 

£8,999 

6.10% 


£3,000 - 

£5.999 

5^0% 


£100 

£2,999 

5.40% 


Dunfermline Tessas (Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Issues) • 


£3,000+ 

6.65% 


£100 

£2,999 

5.65% 



PREMIUM PLUS* 

Interest rates for this account include bonus interest of 0.75% gross 
P-*- payable if no withdrawals are made in die 12 months prior Co thp 
annual interest due date of 30 September. 

INTEREST PAYABLE OTHER THAN ANNUALLY 
Where interest on Premium and Premium Plus Accounts is payable 
monthly (or on Premium Account half yearly), the above annual rates 
are reduced by 0.50% gross. 

OTHER INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS 

The rates of interest payable on Gold Deposits, Scotgold Accounts, 
Treasurers Deposits and Special Deposits for Charities and Exempt 
Pension Funds will be in accordance with the tiers and rates shown 
above far Dunfermline Gold, except for balances in excess of 
£50,000 where the rate will be 4.25% gross pn. 

Details of the rates of interest applicable to all other investment 
accounts including closed issues are available from any branch office. 

TAX ARRANGEMENTS 


totcrest payable on or after 6 April 1996 will be paid or credited after 
deduction of income tax at the lower rate of 20% or, subject to the 


required certification, gross. Where the tax deducted exceeds an 
investors tax liability (if any),. ' 


— . ., ,.. — a claim may be made to t+p Inlan d 

Revenue for repayment of tax. For details and a registration form for 
payment of interest gross, please see Inland Revenue leaflet IR110 or 
call into your local branch office. tThe net rates quoted are for 
illustrative purposes assuming relevant nue of tax being 20%. 

For further information on the Society's investment services write to 
the Society at the address below or call in to any branch office. 


HEAD OFFICE CALEDONIA HOUSE CARNEGIE AVENUE 
DUNFERMLINE KYI 1 SP] TEL 01MJ 627727 
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Sid burns his fingers 


Dido Sandler looks at the prospects for British Gas 



I f someone ever found Sid, the 
character everyone was meant to be 
looking for when British Gas was 
privatised, it is doubtful whether he is 
grateful to have been detected. 

In all likelihood he is among the 
more than 1.75 miliion small investors 
still bolding British Gas shares. But 
according to experts, anyone holding 
BG shares before the company’s 
demerger later this month could be 
left with a bloody nose. 

The warning compounds investor 
misery following British Gas’s dread- 
. ful performance in the past few years. 
Since privatisation toe stock has 
underperformed the Footsie 100 share 
index by 33.5 per cent The recent dis- 
pute with the industry regulator over 
price cuts for the pipeline network, 
now being investigated by the Monop- 
olies Commission, has knocked the 
share price by more than 25 per cent 
Yet on 12 February shareholders 
will convene in Birmingham to vote on 
the demerger of British Gas pic into 
two separate companies, Centrica 
and BG pic. 

Centrica will run the UK gas sup- 
ply, showrooms and service side, and 
control the vast and valuable More- 
cam be Bay gas fields. BG will com- 
prise the heavily regulated pipeline 
business Thmsco, as well as interna- 


tional oO and gas exploration and pro- 
duction business. For each British Gas 
share owned, investors receive one 
Centrica and one BG share. 

Although all 1.75 milli on share- 
holders will be entitled to take part in 
the ballot, in practice their- vote will 
not mean much. As usual, institutional 
shareholders, who own 67 per cent of 
the company's stock, are expected to 
wave the demerger through. 

British Gas says the split will allow 
the two sides of the business to con- 
centrate on their own. separate com- 
mercial directions, after pressure from 
the industry regulator, Ofgas. The 
demerger is seen as a revival plan for 
a company still dogged with problems. 
. Centrica is faced with £30bn of 
unecoooraic “take-or-pay” supply con- 
tracts at inflated prices. It has rene- 
gotiated, some with BP and Mobil at, 
considerable cost and expects later this 
year to settle others. But the burden 
remains huge. 

Then there’s competition. British 
Gas’s share of the industrial market 
has slumped to 35 per cent Compe- 
tition for domestic customers is 
already on trial in the South-west of 
England where British Gas has lost 
more than 17 per cent of its customers. 
By the time it goes nation-wide In 1998 
it is bound to slash Centrica’s cus- 


tomer base. Managed decline is the 
name of the game. 

So that’s (he Centrica side of the 
equation. At BG, meanwhile, the 
MMC inquiry could see the company's 
revenues hit "from April by as much as 
£400m a year, as domestic gas bills fall 
by around £30, if Ofgas gets its way. 
Centrica has already said it cannot 
foresee when it will pay a dividend. 
BG, owner of the lucrative pipeline 
network, should be the cash cow. But 
its dividend policy is almost entirely in 
the hands of the MMC If it comes off 
badly, so will investors. 

But analysts say the effect in the 
short- to medium-term of unresolved 
issues will mean, at best, share insta- 
bility and slashed dividends. Al worst, 
shares could be in for a hammering. 

While shares have delivered well 
recently, up to,217p yesterday morn- 
ing compared with 135p‘ in 1986, 
investors could do better by taking 
their money elsewhere. 

Anthea Gaukroger. investment 
analyst in the private client depart- 
ment of brokers Greig Middleton, is 
advising clients to sell their British Gas 
stocks immediately. “I don't think 
either of the two parts of the split 
company will be particularly attrac- 
tive” 

Although prices will be set by the 


market, and will only be known when 
trading commences on 17 February, 
Greig Middleton predicts Centrica, 
will be priced at 45p-55p. and BG will 
be sold at 165p-175p. Alan Marshall, 
director of energy research at'Rnbert 
Fleming Securities, believes BG 
shares will fetch just 13Up, and Cen- 
trica 50p-60p. 

So is it all doom and gloom? One 
theory is that if private investors were 
able to wait 18 months, they might sec 
Centrica’s shares rise back to iOOp. 
Should the MMCs April decision turn 
out more benign than expected or if 
overseas explorations fared well. BG 
sharesmayalsogoup Another city ana- 
lyst, who wishes to remain nameless, 
says he has told his 60-year-old father 
to hold his shares, He says: "British Gas 
has been such an awful investment to 


date, it’s not likely to.get .worse.” 

He adds that whereas With other 


utility stocks, investors can simply 
lock share certificates iri a drawer and 
wait for the dividend cheques, punters 
with BG and Centrica shares need to 
be more vigilant, with 14 April, when 
the MMC inquiry reports, as the key 
date to look out for. Sid, meanwhile, 
wishes he could simply hide away. . 


Dido Sandler, writes for Financial 
Adviser 


Knowing the form is everything 

In the first of a series on tax, John Whiting explains how codings work 


T axpayers who have tax deducted 
at source under the PAYE system 
- and that includes 22 million or 
so of us - are starting to receive noti- 
fication of their tax code for the 
1997/98 tax year. 

These innocuous-looking docu- 
ments (summaries also go to employ- 
ers) determine how much disappears 
from pay packets into the pockets of 
the Inland Revenue. Codings are 
essentially a guess based on the infor- 
mation the Revenue has from the year 
before and some sources have put the 
number of incorrect codings as high 
as 80 per cent. 

This can lead to underpaying, or 
overpaying, tax during the year. So 
what is this notice that you've just 
received and no doubt instinctively put 
at the back of a drawer? 

One side of the coding notice will 
be marked “tax allowances” and cal- 
culates your total tax-free allowances. 
The two most frequent allowances 
shown will be the personal allowance 
(to which everyone is entitled) and the 
married couple’s allowance. 

Under self-assessment, to be intro- 
duced in April, the Revenue is trying 
to make tax codings more compre- 


hensive, so this section may also 
include personal pension relief or 
loan interest for those people who do 
not receive tax relief under Miras. 
Some employment expenses not reim- 
bursed by your employer may also be 
shown here as an allowance. Any 
other allowances shown here are likely 
to be self-explanatory and you will be 
aware if they are applicable to you. 

The other side of the form will be 
headed “Amounts Taken Away". Most 
importantly, this section covers the 
benefits you receive from your 
employer. Car and fuel benefit calcu- 
lations are shown in the Inland Rev- 
enue guide which accompanies the tax 
coding. 

The two sections are set against 
each other, which will produce a pos- 
itive or a negative figure. It for exam- 
ple, in 1997/98 a single person has ben- 
efits in kind of £1,000 this will be 
deducted from the personal allowance 
of £4,045 leaving allowances of £3,045. 

The figures in the code will there- 
fore be 304 (as In the first three num- 
bers in £3,045), which will then be fol- 
lowed by a letter (either L, H, P or V). 
Usually the letter is L, which means 
the single allowance only; H links to 


the married allowance, P to pensions. 
Things start to get confusing with 
restrictions which hit the amounts 
taken away. The Revenue will restrict 
some of the allowances, such as mar- 
ried couple's allowance, as Telief is 
only given at 15 per cent. The restric- 
tion in your coding recovers excessive 
relief and is the difference between 
your top rate of tax and 15 per cent. 

The state pension is also included 
in this section. In addition, the Rev- 
enue is incorporating items of untaxed 
income, such as property income and 
untaxed interest, into this section. 

Putting ail this together, and throw- 
ing in benefits from foe employer, it 
can mean that the amounts taken 
away are bigger than the allowances. 
Going back to the earlier example, if 
benefits and restrictions amounted to 
£6,000, that exceeds the personal 
allowance by £1,955. 

This is dealt with by the K code sys- 
tem: the taxpayer would get a code of 
K194, from the first three figures of 
the negative amount reduced by 1. 

As noted earlier, many tax codes arc 
wrong. The most frequent instances of 
a tax coding being incorrect come 
when there has been a change in your 


personal or financial circumstances - 
you’ve got married, you receive a com- 
pany car (or give it up), you buy a new 
property and rent it out. 

These are the times when it is most 
important to check your coding notice, 
as the amount of tax deducted will be 
going wrong. This could be good or. 
bad news; either way you should know 
about it. 

It is tempting to ignore an under- 
payment, but do bear in mind that the 
Revenue will catch up in due course. 
As for an overpayment — as most peo- 
ple don’t complete a tax return nt the 
end of the year, you might never get 
it back unless you look at your code. 

If you believe your notice of coding 
is wrong you should contact the issu- 
ing office. The phone number is on the 
notice. A revised notice of coding will 
be sent to you and your employer. .* 

It is surprisingly simple procedure 
and one that could save Difficulties 
when the end of the year arrives and 
you realise that you forgot to include 
the Inland Revenue in the list of peo- 
ple to tell about your marriage. 


John Whiling is a tax partner at Price 
Wateriiouse. 



loose change 


CaterDeaL part of Cater 
Allen, the stockbrokers, is 
setting up a “bed and break- 
fast" hotline for investors 
who want to minimise capital 
gains liabilities by selling 
shares and buying them back 
on either side of the 5 April 
tax year. Commission rates 
are £24, plus official charges. 
Call 01708 738555. ' 


trust PEP that invests in a 
range of 11 underlying 
investment trusts. Initial 
charges are £30 plus VAX 
waived until the end of April 
1997, plus an annual man- 
agement fee of OJj per cent 
Mi nimum lump sum invest- ■ 
merits are £250, or £30 
monthly. Call 0800 838993 
for details. 


insurance policy, offering 
four levels of medical cover, 
based on a choice of hospi- 
tals and excess options. The 
plan is jointly arranged with 
Guardian Health, a sub- 
sidiary of Guardian Royal 
Exchange. Call 0800 455565. 


vary depending on the fond. 
Minimum monthly contribu- 
tions are £100, or £1500 for 
a lump sum. 


Edinburgh Fund Managers 
is launching an investment 


Royal Bank of Scotland is 
launching a private medical 


Gartmore, the fond man- 
ager, is scrapping initial 
charges into its range of 
investment trusts. Annual 
management charges will 


Perpetual is launching an 
off-shore roll-up Income 
Accumulator fund, investing 
in bond and money markets. 
Income is reinvested gross. 
The fond is Jersey-based so 
that tax is only payable on 
encashment. The minimum 
contribution is £1,500. There 


is a 3.25 per cent initial 

charge on bond funds, but 

none on the money market - r 
funds. Annual charges are 1 
percent. Call 01534 68448 " 
for more details. 


The Association of Invest- - ' 
ment Thist Companies is . 
offering a free consumer feet 
sheet for savers considering, 
the trusts far pension plan- 
ning. Copies available by i 
ealling 0171 4315221 
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In a trough: Cedric the pig focused attention on the *fat cat* salary of Cedric Brown, former BG chief executive photograhi- emmacvtteu jt 
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Gas 


ScotAm tries to kick habit 

Nic Cicutti weighs up the pros and cons of Abbey National’s offer 


A bbey National, the former 
building society turned finan- 
oal sendees giant, yesterday 
stunned the City with a takeover bid 
for Scottish Amicable, the Glas- 
gow-based mutual life company. 

More than a million ScotAm pol- 
icyholders will have to decide 
between the rival merits of two com- 
pletely different proposals for the 
future direction of the company 
they own. 

What is the background to the bid? 

We all know about buil ding soci- 
eties demutualising. - 

In the past five years, too, a num- 
ber of insurance companies have 
merged, including Royal Insurance 
and Sun Alliance. Norwich Union 
also plans to float 
Competition and the need to 
rationalise have driven relatively 
inefficient Anns together, while oth- 
ers are turning to the stock market 
to get funds to grow more quickly. 

So where does, this leave «n v*w*t 
insurers’ policyholders? 

They own the firms they are mem- 
bers of and have policies with, as 
long as the products they bought are 
with-profits policies, typically mort- 
gages or pensions. This is because 
they have an interest in the under- 
lying with-profits fund, built up over 
many years, from which their 
bonuses are paid. Therefore, when 
a mutual insurer is taken over, they 
are the ones to benefit 

Where does Scottish Amicable come 
in? 

The firm is one of the UK’s largest 
mutually-owned insurers. It was 
founded in 1826 and has total foods 
under management of more than 
£14bn. It has about 1.4 million pol- 
icyholders, of whom more than 1 mil- 
lion invest in its with-profits fond. 

If it Is so successful, why all the fuss? 

The problem for ScotAm is that 
it is not as successful as its glossy 
brochures would like us to believe. 
In the past few years its performance 
has slipped in the league tables of life 
companies. Hie charts on this page . 
give an idea. Once upon a time ' 
ScotAm was in the top five or six life 
offices in terms of its payouts to pol- 
icyholders: in the pak year or so it 



Flashback: Captain Chaos appeared in ScotAm television advertising a few years ago 


has fallen among the bottom per- 
formers. 

Why is this? 

Put simply, the company is in a 
cleft stick. It is forced by rules strictly 
enforced by one of its regulators, the 
Department of Hade and Industry, 
to set aside enough funds in non- 
speculative investments to meet pol- 
icyholders’ reasonable expectations. 
But at the same time. It cannot 
invest this in the equity markets, 
which could give it better returns. 
Other compaiaes have a larger share 
of their funds in shares than ScotAm, 
enjoying better performance. 

So what is ScotAm doing about 
this? 

Hie company thought it had- hit 


upon a clever wheeze. It announced 
two weeks ago that it was planning 
a two-stage de-mutualisation and 
flotation process, lasting three to five 
years. The deal is complicated, but 
involves an injection of £350m from 
an outside firm, Swiss Re. to bolster 
the with-profits fund, ensuring bet- 
ter returns for policyholders. A fur- 
ther £45m would be poured in by 
another firm, Securitas, linked to 
Swiss Re. to finance new business 
growth on ScotAm’s part This would 
fatten ScotAm for a flotation worth 
up to £I_5bn. In return for this cash, 
Securitas would own a slice of the 
profits from the new flow of business 
in the next few years. 

What do policyholders get oni of it? 

: Well, they would gk an iinmedi- 
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ate £75m paid as bonuses into their 
policies if they vote in favour of the 
two-stage process, beginning with 
de-mutualisation in May. When the 
company floats in a few years’, they 
would receive a further chunk of 
money, £200m-£400m, once again 
paid in bonuses. 

ScotAm calculates that in cash 
terms, someone with a £30,000 sum 
assured policy maturing this year 
might get £1,500. This decreases 
the longer the policy is from matu- 
rity, because the bonus would be 
expected to earn extra interest. In 
five years, an extra amount might be 
added. 

These figures are a bit suspect in 
that the £1,500 related to an actual 
maturity value in April of about 
£210,000 and few of us have policies 


that large. So it pays to think in terms 
of bonuses much smaller than that 

Stffl, it’s better than a kick in the 
bead. Why not vote for ft straight 
away? 

Because Abbey National has come 
in with a belter. It says it wants to pay 
at least £400m upfront, worth more 
than five times the above amount per 
policyholder. The money would be 
paid in cash or Abbey shares. It 
would also pump up to £lbn into the 
with-profits fond to boost its perfor- 
mance. But unlike the ScotAm deal, 
there is no more on the table in a few 
years' time. 

So what happens next? 

ScotAm’s board says the Abbey 
offer is no good and it will still put 
its deal to the vote. This is by no 
means certain. It is possible that it 
may reconsider. Micyholders should 
wait, until more details of ScotAm 's 
and Abbey National's proposals 
before committing themselves. They 
should demand that ScotAm explain 
in detail why it does not wish to 
accept Abbey's offer. It may be that 
ScotAm puts its proposals to a vote 
anyway. By next week we should have 
a better picture but on the basis of 
current evidence, there may be other 
predators in the wings and it makes 
sense to vote against the ScotAm 
deal to see what else is on the table. 

One last question: who is that 
strange man with the banana ban- 
doleer In the picture? 

He is Captain Chaos, a Sixties 
character dredged up by ScotAm for 
its last television campaign four or 
five years ago. 


■tl THE I.NlS^ETSDEY 

Free Pension 
Planning Guide 


A 52 page guide telling you everything you need to 
know about planning your pension. 
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Ptoase phone now 0800 T37 372 or compfrte Vta coupon 
and return (no stamp required ) to: 


The independent Equitable Life Guide 
Freepost P0 Box 7, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 9BR 


Planning for retirement 
can be a piece of cake 


Planning for retirement can 
seem daunting, boring - or 
both. Boring, because it is 
traditionally seen as a sub- 
ject for sad people who arc 
already picturing them- 
selves as old and grey 
decades before they actually 
become so. 

Fear of the technicalities 
involved also plays a pan. 
Yet, despite h all, we know 
that planning makes sense. 
We are moving towards a 
painful new world in which 
we will be forced to take 
more personal responsibil- 
ity for our retirement. 

Knowing and understand- 
ing some of the language 
reduces the fear, while act- 
ing now ensures that you 
never need to worry about 


your retirement again. The 
Indcpendmi has produced a 
free Guide to Pensions Plan- 
ning. which explains in 
clear, straightforward lan- 
guage the best options. 

The 52-pagc guide dis- 
cusses the pros and cons of 
joining company pensions 
schemes and gives an indi- 
cation of what you should 
be saving to ensure a decent 
income. It explains the sim- 
plest ways to top up a pen- 
sion and when it might 
make sense to start a per- 
sonal pension. Finally, it 
discusses options for those 
coining up 1o retirement 

Copies of the guide are 
available free bv calling 
0800 137372, of filling the 
coupon above. 



SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT! 

FOR BIGGER MONEY 


CALL SEC NOW 

0181 207 1666 


SEQ Briairt biggest buyer of endowments win pay you » — ■— 
much more than the surrender value. H Hj C . 

Phone our helpM staff now for that extra cadi and 1 1 

peace of mind. Ibur policy must be at least 8 yean old and 
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Start saving from just £10 a month and you could receive a substantial 
w™*— tax-free lump sum that 
£10 a moth with Homeownen: could make all the difference! 


3. Mry payo n ■ ' — B j 

Q »3on any itwesm^gwwth.Thair« because Friendly . 

*.Uferawi 9 to& 2 Mlfii»jded .B Societies have special tax-free sous dating back over 100 yeaxs. And there's no 
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FREE SHEAFFER PEN And with Homeowners' financial experts you can enjoy the growth 
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good company - Homeowners Friendly 
Stxarty is a mutual sodety and manages REPLY NOW - ONLY 

Eound £570,000,000 for its 205,000 W^LEFROM 
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If someone had told 
you 1 1 months ago 
that a tracker PEP would 
grow by 16.5% 
tax free*, would you have 
invested in one? 


If tie answer is yes then you could still share in the fortunes of 100 of the UK’s largest 
companies with a Direct Line Tracker PEP. 

• Make lump sum and/or monthly investments. 

• No initial charges. No bid/ofier spread. 

• Only 1% annual fee. Exit fee of only 0J2% 

(to cover stamp duty). 

• Top np your investm ent to your annual 

j£6,000 limit at any time in the tax year. LI 
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Frills and spills 

Collect to invest: John Windsor on whether to buy a Di 


"T“hinlring of bidding for one of 

I Princess DPs old dresses? You 

I must be mad, or at least prone to 
hysteria - the communal disease that 
grips audiences at celebrity cast-off 
sales. 

Remember the Jackie Onassis sale 
at Sotheby’s New York last spring? It 
fetched £2L8m, nearly eight times’ esti- 
mate. So thoroughly did people, and 
money, get carried away that Sotheby's, 
in a shrewd public relations move, 
agreed to release from contract buyers 
who had bid ally prices, then woken up 
screaming the rooming after. And 
prices were silly: Jackie's fake pearls, 
with a pre-sale estimate of S500-S700, 
went for a diray $211,500. 

Bidders may get steamed up as they 
compete against one another but auc- 
tioneers remain coldly calculating. 
They know the value of provenance - 
that is, the added value that lies not in 
the object itself but in its vendor — 
whether h is on Old Master that has 
been cared for by the same duke’s fam- 
ily for seven generations or a pair of 
pink ballet slippers worn by Rudolf 
Nureyev. £12,075 at Christie's, London 
1995. As the hammer fell, sobs were 
heard from an unsuccessful woman 
bidder. 

The fact is, the big auctioneers have 
never- well, almost never - had a celeb 
cast-off sale that has flopped. The 
Onassis, Nureyev, Elton John, Barbra 
Streisand, Frank Sinatra, Joan Suther- 
land and Michael Caine sales have all 
been sprinkled with stardust. So the 
publicity hype goes on. But post-sale, 
in the cold light of day, the stardust 
loses its glitter. Speculators beware: 
you are unlikely to profit from celeb 
sales, at least in this lifetime. 

Only the Britt Ekiand collection 
(Christie’s South Kensington last 
December) - although it sold 92 per 
cent of its lots, raising £89,631, more 
than double the published pre-sale esti- 
mate - foiled to achieve the lift-off into 
hysteria that is the auctioneer’s dream. . 
Typical of the bidding: a modest £632, 
just within £600-£800 estimate, for 
Ekland’s Zandra Rhodes smock and 
trousers, a little short on giltter. 

Well hew popular is Bntt Ekiand? 
How many remember her? That does 
matter to an auctioneer trying to warm 
up a saleroom full of hesitant first-time 
bidders. Come to that, how popular is 
a cast-off Royal among either Brits or 
the Americans who will be joining the 
bidding? Celeb sales are barometers of 
popularity. Fhns. demonstrate, their 








Frt for a queen: But are they Ifrely to ftt potentiaJ buyers? 

devotion by throwing money. Is ican rich really feel like a million dol- 
Frincess Dfs Celeb Quotient worth lare in her second-hand, enn-of-datekit 
£3m,£lm,or£10m, in exchange for 65 ata charity ball -especially if the dress 
chic confections of fabric? Andwo^ld were one o|Bruce Oldfield's asym« 
the wives and mistresses of thfAaadr- ‘ metrical eafiv Eighties ie£forts? r! • 
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Fortunately for Princess Di, auc- 
tioneers have ways of making you bid. 
Apart from cooping you up in condi- 
tions resembling a laboratory experi- 
ment on aggression in rats, they lace 
the bait with silly expectations in the - 
form of ridiculously low pre-sale esti- ^ 
mates, published in the auction cata- 
logue. 

Such as the estimate on those paste 
pearls in the Onassis sale: did the auc- 
tioneers really earned them to raise as 
little as $500? Of course not 

But they understand the greed arid 
aggression that such “come-on” esti- 
mates provoke. A handful of greedy 
bidders, having foiled to cany off the; 
lot for a song, will hngrily turn on one . 
another, bidding the price through the 
root 

Even smaller auctioneers are up to 
the silly estimates trick. In the sale of 

Phillips in July, fte^actort^^^ns 
RuLsworth green herring-bone deer- 
stalker hat, worn in the role of Sher- 
lock Holmes, was estimated at a pid-" 
dlmg£30-£50. ... 

“We’re not realty sure how strong his 
following is,” said a Phillips auctioneer, 
all innocence. On the night, Cushing 
fans flocked and the deerstalker 
fetched £1380. 

The fed is, without a realistic upper ; 
estimate to hint at restraint silly bid- 
ders can go oh bidding like hungry rats 
rompulsivdy pushing a lever. Even Old 
Master prices are cranked up this way 
- especially at country house sales, 
where gullible bargain hunters abound. 

A \fen Dyck portrait with a copper-bot- 
tomed attribution but a siDy estimate 
of £4, 000^£6JX» fetched £133300 at a 
Sotheby’s country house sale in Suffolk 
in June - more than double its true 
value. • 

So when Christie's publishes its cat- 
alogue of Princess Dfs dresses with 
estimates not much higher than their 
price new -£8,000-£ 12,000 - you mil 
know -what you are expected to do. 
Think twice before you do it. 

If you must collect Royal costumes 
of a more intimate nature, why not go 
for a nice pair of Queen Vidoria’s 
knickers? She used to give them to her 
. ladies of the bedchamber as perks (Vic- 
torian eddr value). 

With then authentic VR monogram 
and crown, they crop up from time to 
time at auction, fetching £600 or so. 
Having met the six people who colled 
. .them, I can assure you that they, bear- 
,-no.visihle signs of hysteria.. l-..*.- 

"t -a ■ ' • . • *t .«?. 


What’s up 
for auction 


New at Bonhams: a com- 
plete ron of Nova,- the 
style magazine for new 
knid of woman”, pub- 
lished 1965-75. The esti- 
mate is £500-£800. Nova 
wrote about the kind of 
^tiudgypi) . find these days 
anly.m Cosmopolitan'. P&- 
ztit^joo. 

; Fri»n the front cover of 
one, shoeing a young 
woman in;-a ; trouser suit: 
^.haveftaken the pffl, I 
■have hoisted my skirts to 
dropiKxitbem 
to my ankles, rebelled at 
lubfrersty; -abused the 
American Embassy, lived 
witif- two men, married 
one, earned my keep, 
kepj my Identity and, 
arrays. I’m lost” 
v Moresuch Sixties retro 
skme sale of design 
iiext Saturday (2pm), 
raefodmg a part set of 
cattery by one of Britain’s 


fes$or Gerald Bcnney. 

The Sale is strong on 
unusual ftimiture. Most 
risible piece - the Cana- 
dian - architect Frank 
Gehry’s corrugated card- 
board armchair and 
.ottoman Little Beaver for 
Vhra Editions, 1986, an 
example of Gehiy’s foray 
into cheap, democratic 
furniture. He was shocked 
to find Chat his admirers 
found such products chic, 
driving up their price as 
collectables. So he 
stopped making them, 
driving the price even 
hi gh er. This lot is esti- 
mated £5,000-£6,000. 

A first for Sotheby’s - 
a selling exhibition of con- 
temporary decorative 
arts, from Thursday for a 
week (see Sotheby’s Col- 
lector, p21). No bidding: 
price tags instead. The 
up-and-coming names in 
the exhibition have been 
chosen by Janice Black- 
burn, a private collector 
who used to work for the 
Saatehi Collection. 

Victorian Wentine 
cards are at Christie’s 
South Kensington, Thurs- 
day (2pm).' Estimates 


John Windsor 



fear of 
finance 



I f Scottish Amicable policy- 
holders, succumb to the 
blandishments of Abbey 
National which yesterday 
announced it is prepared to 
pay up to £1.4bn for the com- 
pany, their decision will be 
down to two factors. 

Let me declare an interest 
at the outset I am one of the 
million-strong army of policy- 
holders who will be consider- 
iogrny vote. As I see it the first 
point to consider is ScotAm’s 
performance. The plain fact is 
that over the past five years, 
the company’s policyholders 
have been short-changed. 

The tables we show in our 
Question and Answer piece on 
the Amicable tell the story. In 
that space of time, perfor- 
mance has -slipped, dramati- 
cally. The second factor is 
greed on the part of ScotAm’s 
bosses. Having managed our 
foods in a shambolic way, the 
directors are in effect offering 
us bonuses of a few hundred 
pounds each, on average. 

For that, we must hand over 
20 per cent of future profits 
and lose any effective control 
of the company we supposedly 
own until it is floated in three 
to five years. 

Yet for from apologising to 
us for their mismanagement of 
our funds, our “employees” 
(for that is what they are) 
have lined up share incentive 
packages that win give them up 
to £ 14.4m in shares if returns 
hit the targets they have set 
The justification for this to 
ScotAm bosses is that it is all 
part of creating the new “com- 
mercial culture" needed to 
drag a sleepy office, founded 
in 1826, into the 21st century. 

In other words, the same 
directors who have been with 
the company for years - in 
some cases, decades - want 
loadsadosh for pulling us out 
of the mire they put us into. 

Despite the anger felt by 
policyholders, it would be 
wrong to fall into the arms of 
Abbey National until we know 
what they are proposing. 

Details of the Abbey 
National offer, what little there 
are so Carfare set out. more 
.folly in today^trasuttsspages.. 
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More information will be- 
known in the next few- days. Y, * 
Next week, Scottish Amicable ■ 
is hoping to mail out its own • . . 
proposals to policy hold ers 
fleshing out its announwment- • • 
two weeks ago. 

"Until the position^ becomes - - : 

clearer, however, do not vote 
for ScotAm 's proposalseither. 

Meanwhile, it strikes me, as 
it will no doubts have struck .- 
many thousands of other pot- 
icyholders, that despite their;- 
new-found modernising zeal^ 
there is very little Scottish ; 
Amicable’s directors have, to^* 
learn in at least one area 
to put their snouts in 
trough- 

From one mutual company 
an ex-mutual. Elsewhere ^ 
these pages, we detail t 
experience of a would-be t 
rower with Cheltenham 
Gloucester, the mortgage* 
of Lloyds Bnnk. CAG 
allegedly able to. offer Jqi 
rates because of the high nun£ 
ber of people whose £A9$~v 
arrangement fees are lost'- . 
when they fail to complete on . .= . 
a purchase. There is an irony 
here, in that when C&G was 
bo ugh t by Lloyds, it promised : 
to undercut other lenders’ 
mortgages by at least 035 per ■. 
cent. Earlier this week, it aban- 
doned the pledge, raising loans * 
to a mere 0.03 per cent shy of * ^ 
its main competitors. Those 
who are about to vote fortheir • . 
own societies to float on the 
stock market might want to 
bear this in mind. 

NicCiciitti 
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With the stockmarket at near record levels and a general 
election looming, share prices could be in for a bis of a 
rollercoaster ride, lb avoid the ups and downs, invest 
in an Election PEP from Legal & General. Its unique 
avenging system gives your Investment a smoother ride. 
Ifou can Invest up to £9,000 tax free and at the end of 
five years, the Election PEP will not only return 
stockmarket growth linked to the FTSE 100 Index, but 
also a generous bonus of 4096 of that growth. Should the 
market have fallen, you will receive your money back. 


Call now for lull details, or complete the coupon below. 

ELECTION PEP 

0500 11 66 22 

FREE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

8am to Spin Weekdays, 9am to 5pm Weekends. Quote rc£ B1DJ03 
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Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

Regulated by tbe Personal Investment Authority 
and part of Allianz, Europe’s largest insurance group. 


J Mail this coupon to: Merchant Investors Assurance 
J Company limited, Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 2UZ 
, MR / MBS / MISS / MS (please rirde as appropriate) 

J1NITWLS SURNAME 


POSTCODE 
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V Whatever 
| happened to. 

~ame 
: or 15 
minutes? 


JU .‘I*- , 


Tfc* Year. 1968. London. 

s words of wisdom are 
bom out everywhere. From big 
boobs in The Sun to “A Whlk in 
the Black Forest” in the charts, 
anyone can make it Heard of 
■it? Exactly. A small amount of 
talenti rather larger in The Sun, 
stretches just far enough to fin 
those 15 minutes. 

The Seventies contribute the 
Bay City Rollers, a strange 
Scottish phenomenon exciting 
many with their tartan gear. 
And the pinnacle is reached 
with Bros m 1988. Their single 
.“When Will I Be Famous” 




(hopefullyfbr as short a time as 
posable) is about nothing but 
fame itself. Marie trails a long 
second. Hey earn 1 17m then 
disappear into debt and obscu- 
rity very soon afterwards in the 
perfect Warhol scenario. 

But George Michael is still 
hanging around after the 
Eighties. Andrew Ridgeley 
had the requisite amount of 
talent - none - and basically 
contributed that amount to 
Wbam! but it’s suddenly 
derided that Michael is a good 
songwriter. And there are 
others: Sting, Prince, U2. Pop 


stars start getting old Live Aid 
in 1985 is considered the 
culprit. Despite raising money 
for the starving in the Third 
World it has the unexpected 
and unfortunate ride-effect of 
malting pop musicians 
responsible members of the 
establishment. Sting, for 
example, starts singing about 
irrelevancies such as the 
environment. 

Worse is to follow. After the 
Eighties all we want is a qual- 
ity product So it’s the demise 
of the page three girl, at the 
same tune as the rise of the 


supermodel. Women who 
don’t lose their looks at six- 
teen replace those who do. So 
it’s farewell girls and thanks 
for the mammaries. 

But The Tory Party revives a 
great Sixties tradition of a 
good scandal. Giving members 
of the public a chance to 
become famous (infamous) 
for a short period. In 1992 
David Mellor tells of his sup- 
port for Chelsea then reveals 
his affair with the actress 
Antonia de Sancha. One may 
safely assume this to be in the 
Victorian sense of “actress”. 


petrator, and lots of money. 

Now Yesterday’s Sun was 
acclaiming Melinda Messen- 
ger, a woman who has shot to 
fame after modelling in dou- 
ble-glazing catalogues. And 
Chris Evans pushed the self- 
destruct button earlier this 
month. So maybe there’s hope 
for short-lived fame yet. But 
equally this week gives us 
Hello!, full of pictures of 
spotlight with the help of Queen Margrctne of Den- 
publicist, Max Gifford, -mark. And every week, of 
— v..;u - Diana. Who’ll be around for 

ever. Royalty, or nearly royalty, 
as in the case of Tara Palmer- 


Mellor plays away from home 
in style. And at last, the world 
sees, Mellor can pull a decent 
bird. But it also means he 
loses his Cabinet post. He 
leaps on De Sancha rather as 
the Chelsea players do on 
each other when they score a 
goal. And tbe press leap on a 
good story. 


Yet It’s not the same as before. 
De Sancha extends her time in 
the 
the , 

She’s able to build a career 
that unfortunately makes her 
less the victim, more the per- 
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Tomkinson Is required. 
Warhol’s great egalitarian 
dream of Fame for all is gone. 
Along with the 15 minutes. 
Even the National Louere ver- 
sion qf money by aimpleidy 
forluitous m’cans, giving a 
chance of fame for anyone - 
your life arranged by the 
chance of numbers instead of 
birth: balls holding the prize 
□umbers instead of your gene 
codes - no longer interests us. 

But at least something of 
Warhol remains. As with Diana 
or Palmer-Tom kinson, there’s 
nothing beyond the media 
image but a complete vacuum. 
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5 are 
bout 
n >ity... 
on t\.jk two 
Occasions in 
my life when 
I have 
reached 
( absolute 
desperation I 
have found a 
£5Q note on 
a busy street 



W e’re playing pinochle. 
I am winning by about 
a million points, but 
tragically IYn die one who vetoed 
playing for cash, and it’ll be a 
bit obvious if I change my 
mind now, so I have to settle 
for the simple pleasure of 

hu miliating my compan- 
ions. The coffee table is 
crowded with the twaiai 
mass- of empty wine 
bottles, fuB ashtrays, lumps 
of driftwood and bank 
statements on which Dan, 
who is 19, has doodled so 
many marijuana leaves 
that the figures have been 
obliterated. Dan has gone 
out, looking insulted when 
asked conversationally 
where be was going. Dan 
and Charlie exist I think, 
to retnmd me that, in some 
people’s eyes at least, I am now 
a member of the older genera- 
tion. I wish they'd tefl that to the 
7(Tyear-olds. Charlie is lying on 
the sofa in the kitchen watching 
a Steven Segal film on cable. 

While we slap cards down on 
the table-top, between cackles 
and cusses, we’re talking about 
serendipity. It’s been on my 
mind ever, since I dropped the 
money. It was one of those 
things where you think you’re 
being crafty and actually you're 
being amazingly stupid. I was 
going to Tboting. So naturally 
I assumed I was going to be 
mugged. Tbe moment Lon- 
doners step outside areas they 
are familiar with, they prepare 
to enter bandit country. Never 
mind that your best diance of 
being robbed is to walk down 
Oxford Street themean streets 
of Surbiton are full of threats if 
you look for them. 

- In anticipation, I had trans- 
ferred some cash into one of 
these silk parses with poppers 
which the Chinese wrap cheap 
jewellery in. This 'had the 
advantage of separating it from 
credit cards, but it weighed 
atrfdL Toting was fine: 

bf second-hand shops. At 
four in the rooming, however, 
as I rolled from the, back of a 
minicab, the stupid sow’s ear 
dropped from my pocket, and 
£40 drove off into the night. 

The thing is, though, after an 
initial five minutes of kicking 


cupboard doors, I don’t realty 
mind. Someone poorer dan me, 
if there is such a thing, wfl] 
probably have found it. This is 
where tbe serendipity cranes in. 
On the. two occasions in my life 
when 1 have readied absolute 



desperation; rent due, contracts 
reneged on, no food, no fags, I 
have found a £50 note in a busy 
street What you do when you’re 
miserable, of course, is look 
down, which increases your 
chanoes of finding what’s on the 
pavement, but I have never, 
apart from these two incidents, 
even seen a £50 note. They are 
dungs you buy second-hand 
cars with, not things that drop 
out of your walleL . 

I finish telling this story, and 
Laura says “Ooh, that reminds 
me. Did I teO you about what 
happened to Dan and Charlie 
the other day?” Dan and Char- 
lie have abitofa reputation for 
spooky happenings. “No,” we 
say.. “Well” says Laura, and 
Z don't notice that she's 
continuing to play while she 
talks, “Chariie went out a cotqile 
of nights ago. Went up to see 
some friend in Notting MIL Of 
course, he hadn’t said he was 
coming, so his friend was going 
out They ended up in this 
house in Shepherd’s Bush. 
Chariie had never been there 
before. Didn’t know these 
people from Adam. Wouldn’t 
have beeneabtelrrfhid fris way 
back to t b&Tbbe station . Anv- 
way, they’re all sitting around 
like they do, and the phone goes. 
For some reason, Charlie picks 
it up”. “MmmT. “Well, you 
won’t believe this, but this voice 
goes “Hello, can I have an • 
AmericanHot delivered?" And 
Chariie goes “Wrong number” 


and tbe voice goes “Charlie?” 
and Chariie goes “Dan?’*. Dan 
had dialled a wrong number 
trying to order a pirn from 
Clap ham Junction, 

“Whoa," I say. “Freaky.” 
Laura pours herself another 
glass of wine. “By the 
way,” she says. “You 
need to pick up two 
cards for missing your 
go.” “If s John’s turn.” 
“No it isn’t I put down 
a Jack.” “Oh you sod." 

I start losing and end up 
several hundred match- 
sticks down by the end 
of the evening. 

The next night, 1 go 
to the home of my 
Scottish godchild, 
strapping on my 
knuckle-dusters to 
negotiate the obvious 
dangers of Tbfnen Park. The 
house is in the grip of a bout of 
projectile vomiting; I time ray 
journey to arrive just after bath- 
time. Since I last saw him. Hec- 
tor has graduated from Ids cot 
I get one of those life&passing- 
me-by flashes; it seems no time 
at all since people were 
exhorting me not to stick my 
fingers through the holes in his 
skulL He explains the entire plot 
of a dinosaur bode and 1 retreat 
to tbe safely of the kitchen 
before he can tell it again. 

Inevitably, we get back 
onto serendipity. I explain the 
rules of pinochle, then tell 
the story of Charlie and Dan 
and the p We’re calculating 
the odds of dialling a specific 
wrong number in a city of 10 
million-odd people, combined 
with the odds of a run of hide 
at cards ending at a gjven point, 
when Hector comes into my 
mind. “When did Hector get a 
bed?” “Months ago,” says Jo. 
“Don’t you notice anything?” 
Jo and I shared the same 
bathroom facilities for three 
years, so she feels entitled to 
be familiar. 

: “I noticed 1 you’d finally 
thrown away these threeryear- _ 
old Review sections in your 
downstairs bog. How’s he get- 
ting on? Has he fallen out yet?” 
“Amazingly eaou^no. Ikeep 
expecting to hear a loud-.” 
Thump. Hector plunges to 
tbe floor above us just as the 
word crosses hex lips. . 
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Truly, madly, derivative 


J ohn Stuart Mill said, ‘AD 
good thing? which exist are 
the fruits of originality," 
and be wasn’t the first to thmir 
so. It’s a rather weaselty line of 
argument: show him something 
you consider good but deriva- 
tive, and Mill would always be 
able to find some trace of orig- 
inality in it that would answer 
his requirements. But Unity 
Madly, BletcbJey (Radio 4, 
Wed) still strikes me as a solid 
counter-example, being a com- 
edy shew that is quite good but 
almost completely unoriginal. 

Not that there is apy one ele- 
ment you could point to and 
shout “Rip off!” (though I’d 
certainty heard the gag involv-' 
mg a man announcing that he 
is an alcoholic becanse he’s got 
his meeting? mixed up). It’s 
more a sense, not easy to pin 
down, that these are not new 
jokes so much as old jokes con- 
verted - tasteful conversions, 
mind you, with many of the 
original features preserved. 

In particular, it aQ sounds ter- 
ribly like an old episode of The 
Burkiss Bfcy, a brilliantly surreal 
straight-faced Radio 4 comedy 
series of the late Seventies, 
written by David Renwick and 
Andrew Marshall The Burkiss 



Robert Hanks 

the week on rack 


Way seems to have been con- 
signed to oblivion while an 
entire nostalgia industry has 
been constructed around the 
generation of comedians that 
created Python, The Goons and 
I’m Sony FB Read That Again. 
Perhaps the reason is that none 
of the performers (Nigel Rees, 
Chris Emmett Fired Harris and 
Jo Kendall) was an obvious 
comic personality; they were 
just good at performing other 
people’s scripts - something 
that also goes for Tarty, Madfy 
Bletchky , although Julian Dut- 
ton, who wrote the whole thing, 
also plays Mr Dutton, the chair- 


man of Bietchley District Coun- 
cil's Ways and Means Commit- 
tee (the show’s conceit is that it 
is a cabaret performed by local 
government officials}. 

At any rate, Dutton's rhetoric 
- “Let’s unbutton our blouses, 
release our two giant twin orbs 
of laughter" - Is hugely remi- 
niscent of the Burkiss style; and 
so are the sharp intercuts 
between sketches, and the 
attention paid noL simply to 
sound effects, but to funda- 
mental acoustic quality. The 
sketches are veiy uneven, many 
of them starting well but tailing 
off very badly - Mr Bailey’s 
invohmtaiy metamorphosis into 
Enrico \hldez, the Chilean 
Charmer, was a nice piece of 
cod-Hamrner honor, but the 
Latin American love-song that 
followed was simply boring. 

A nice idea about a man 
consulting a doctor (an old 
Burkiss format) because he 
lapses into a coma for eight 
hours every night was extended 
into a poorly thought-out series 
of gags about meaningless 
diseases. So :what makes the 
show likeable is not what’s 
original to Dutton’s writing; it’s 
the reminder of forgotten 
greatness. 


And originality doesn’t 
always get you very fur, either. 
Ftetnality (Radio 3. Mon-Fri) 
was an original idea, from pro- 
ducer Paul Dodgson: writers 
were commissioned to produce 
short stories hosed around news 
events, and the readings were 
intercut with archive recordings 
of the news, f caught two oft he 
stories: Julie Mycrson’s Hiufc- 
end Break, about a couple’s 
relationship deteriorating over 
a weekend in Jerusalem when 
an Israeli soldier has just been 
kidnapped by Palestinians, and 
Mark Lawson’s Death Comes 
for the Pope, about the conspir- 
acy theories that exercise bom 
at an international school in 
Rome in the days following the 
death of John Paul I. 

As far as Lawson’s story 
was concerned, the news bul- 
letins were just ineffectual 
punctuation; Myerson used 
them more effectively, pro- 
viding fuel for her characters’ 
dialogue. But even here, the 
novelty of the format didn't 
add much to the stories, and 
you didn't feci that fact and fic- 
tion were being woven 
together in any but the most 
superficial sense. Give me a 
decent plagiarist any time. 


Undead series roam the schedules 


T his week Last Chance 
Lottery. (C4,Sat) cele- 
brated the joys of losing, 
and the biggest loser of all was 
Channel 4 itself. Unless you 
count Princess Margaret, vic- 
tim on Secret Lives (C4, Wed) 
of the most brutal m ug ging 
cveradministeredto.a royal 
-parsonage. So farewell-then, 
Michael Grade, like Mar- 
garet, you had a phallic smok- 
ing habit, die' Mail got the 
wrong end of the stick and 
dubbed you poroographer-in- 
chiet Hello, procrastinator- 
in-chief Alan Yentob, who will 
be eyeing up the vacancy. For 
BBC news he delivered a 
respectful obituary on Grade’s 
reign while trying not to look 
like the cat who got the cream. 

Filling Grade’s shoes may 
case Yentob once and for all his 
famous indeciaveness, which 
he certainly won’t be needing 
at a channel entirely reliant on 
outside talent No one can 
really decide what Yentob’s 
current job actually is but it’s 
something to do with paper- 
dipping television and radio 
production together under one 
umbrella (or umbreUorate, as 
it’s known at Birt’s brave new 
Beeb). He’d be far better 
employed at Channel 4, doing 
useful things like axing Last 
Chance Lottery (or consigning 
it to the dustbinate). 

The show’s studio audience 
are united by two things: they 
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General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

An anticyclone centred near Denmark will drift 
south-east Developing depressions will move east 
just to the north of the British Isles. 

Ibday, rain will be moving east across Scotland 
with snow for the hills and a gusty south-east wind. 
The Northern Isles should stay dry until late in the 
day while brighter weather and showers spreads 
from the west Any rain- over Northern Ireland will 
soon dear to brighter weather and showers with a 
brisk southerly wind England and Wales wfl] be 
mostly cloudy with a cool south-east wind while 
showery rain moves east followed by brighter skies 
and showers. 

Snnday wflj see showers across most of the coun- 
try along with a gusty westerly wind, but there is 
going to be some sunshine. 

Monday will start off mostly chy with some sun- 
shine. However, rain wfl] spread quite quickly from 
the west on sfrengtheniog southwest winds. Tuesday 
will be cloudy with gusty winds andspelis of rain. 
And there wfl! be more windy weather on Wednes- 
day while rain clears to showers. 


Europe ard The World 


Jasper Rees 

,-veek cn te-evisi 


didn’t pick this week’s winning 
numbers, and they’ve been 
wanned up to within a single 
fahrenheit of melting point 
Every time their pixyish host 
Patrick Kielty completes a sen- 
tence, up goes another cheer. 
(Cheer!) In the first pro- 
gramme there were 163 com- 
pletely unwarranted eruptions 
of noise. (Cheer!) The floor 
manager, whose job is to 
prompt the audience, must 
have picked up an industrial 
injury. (Cheer!) 

In a nod to its roots, the 
show incorporated a rehash of 
CmckerjacK, which depended 
on tbe near religious responses 
of its discipular audience. This 
is the way television is going, 
treating its past as a bottom- 
less pit of cheap ideas. Tbmor- 
row’s fight entertainment wifi 
be the biggest loser, when 


A A Road watch 


there’ll be nothing to be nos- 
talgic about except nostalgia 
itself. Bizarrely, the pro- 
gramme feels like nothing so 
much as a homage to Chris 
Evans, who used to host a rab- 
ble-rousdng show live on Chan- 
nel 4 in which, like Kielty, he 
got to ring us- out over the 
credit&Perh&ps -everything 
realty has been done on tele- 
vision and, instead of being 
laid to rest, undead pro- 
grammes are condemned to 
read the schedules. 

Look at Channel 4’s other 
innovations this week. There is 
nothing in Fortean TV (C4, 
Wed) that wouldn’t go away if 
you waved a crucifix at it Hand- 
ily, it’s fronted by a clergyman. 
Where freak-show presenters 
Carol Voderman and Michael 
Aspel have already trodden, 
there follows the Reverend 
Lionel Farrthorpe (singing us 
out over the credits). There was 
something fishily repetitive 
about the first three reports on 
fish-tail ed mermaids, on fish 
Ming from the sky, and fish in 
Tbrkey who cure psoriasis. Next 
week theyTl run a report on the 
unexplained evaporation of 
fortean TVs editor. 

And what about Pa Rescue 
(C4, every weekday), a raid on 
AntheaTbrner’sftt Power (ITY 
Wed) presented by her earthier 
sister Wendy? Even Brass Eye 
(C4, Wed) couldn’t ambush the 
viewer with unalloyed inven- 


tion. Many of Chris Morris’s 
daredevil skills were honed on 
the scarcely dissimilar The Day 
Today, and his script associate 
Petef Baynham has been doing 
comparable stun work on 
Annando Iannucci’s two 
Armistice series. And special 
^ thanksto Graham Lraehanand -■ 

‘ :ArihOTMathewsforalltisitBto4' ,r 
real gaggeiy previously work- 
shopped on Father Ted. 

This is not to say that much 
of it wasn’t brilliant. And per- 
tinent: the item about an ele- 
phant who had anally ingested . 
her own trunk brought to mind 
tbe hideous deformity of Ruby 
Whx’s encounter with Tbm 
Hanks (BBC1. Mon). But it’s 
debatable whether half the 
fun .of a satire should come 
with working out whether the 
guest celebrities are in on the 
joke or not (as Hanks so trans- 
parently was). Some of them 
plainly weren’t: on the phone 
Baywa tch's Alexandra Paul 
advised Morris to put out a 
press release over AP. “Over a 
pea?" he replied, dumbstruck. 
But other celebs have cannily 
made a second career out of 
sending themselves up. Step 
forward, Messrs Parsons and 
Darnels, and Ms Ekland. -who 
all knew what was required. 

On Last Chance Lottery there 
was a running joke about Ed 
Stewart’s fee. But Stewart, 
pocketing the cheque, laughed 
longer than anyone else. 
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London „4 : 50pm to 7r37an 

Bristol 5^)0pm to 7:47am 
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Yesterday’ i Readings 

NQz SOj 

London Moderate Good - 

S England Moderate Good 

wales : Moderate Good 

C England Moderate Good 

N England Moderate Good 

Scotland Good Good 

N Ireland Good Moderate 


Outlook fa ■foday 

N 02 . . so- 

London Moderate Good 

S England . Moderate Good 

Wales Good Good 

C England Moderate Good 

N England Good Good 

Scotland Good Good 

N Ireland Good Good 


AH HT PM HT 
657 62 1639 63 
UvMpoet 439 73 1636 73 

BAM - - IZ18KL7 

Hufi lAfeert Dodd 113G 63 1742 23 

Graanocfc £57 23 1SJJ5 S3 

Do) Lwcbairc 501 34 1737 33 


Ml Wes Yoriairire. J47 Leeds 
(M6ZUA1S53 Hoibeck). longhorn rood- 
mds and lane closures with speed Emits 
downlo30mph ErpectdetorscpflicMI, 
MS21 and Dewsfcuiy Road. 

MI Souft \fa±5h&a. BetweenJ34 (tomb- 
bound) Meadowball (A6ID9) and J35 
Rotbexham (A£29 Chapdiown), coo- 
trafiww^^jeedcataciasinbcichtfirec' 
dons and a 50mph speed 1mA. . 
M4Seransea Beteeea JCTSmteea (West) 
(A4®A4839wamca(W)StiTOs)andJ48 
Uancffi (A4 1384138 ftmtaxddulas). Car- 
riagswayrodocedtooatlaneinbotfaways 
for loadtradcL Eipea debys. 

QrcfBcrLcndco. BawccnJl 0®widt 
( A2B5/A40& ChfemdbDundaboui andJf2 
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wade cntineM4 and AA. 

M40 Bocks. Boodwodo twwecn J2Bea- 

c«K&^(A355)3idJT3Ud*^(M25> 
Greater London. A240D. Btonnshmy. 
Resrafectog wak on Upper Woburn 

Place and casl side afTSvisJoti Square. 

Greater Manchester A6I44. Boadncds 
on Onringfoa Lanec Expect bog defajs. 


Out and about writb AA Roodmtctl 
caa0336 4011orilieta»EtlocrtBnlra- 
tomi Hfic news. Souna: Tha AutomoUe 
Association. Cads charsto or 39p par mm 
(cheap rate) 439 par rrin ua other dmaa 
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The Sky at Night 


Where to find Comet Hale-Bopp during February 




Sunrises 

Sun sets 


7:39am 

4c50pm 


Iteonite 108am 
Meonsds 11:14am 

New mean: Rfoiuaty 7 


Ctanet Hale-Bopp, one of the 


will adorn thecvenmgskyinlbe 
second half of March aod early 
April It is already bright enough 
to be spotted with the naked eye, 
thCHJgbtorthBmcaTlhinlheKirfy 
roonring sty before dawn. During 
Fdmaij-, look forwards tbe 
eastern horizon at least an hour 
and a half before sunrise. Tire 
darker the sky, tbe better tbe view. 
Discovered by Alan Hale and 
Thomas Bopp on 22 July 1995, 
tire comet will appear bright in 


the sty because il is coa^tHMcilfy 
large, not because it is making a' 
partiailOTtycioseq^roach. The 
Dsaresi jt gets to us is 123 million 
miles - more distant than the Sun- 
so there is no danger of a collision. 
But ai about 25 miles across this 


[ is more 
than twice the size of Hafltys 
Comet 

A vast amount of infonnatkm on 
Comet Hak-BOpp is available «l 
the Wodd Wide 'Web. Try hnpV/ 

NewProducts.jpLnosa.gov/ 
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Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 



TX: The Lost Rims of Orson Welles Sat 7.40pm B8C2 
An Audience with... Bruce Forsyth Sat 9pm ITV 
Nostromo Sat 9.30pm BBC2 
Hill Street Blues Sat 11.35pm C4 
Howard GoodalFs Organ Works Sun 7.30pm C4 
Bragg on America Sun 10.45pm ITV 


The Big Picture 

Citizen Kane 
1.40pm Sat BBC2 


The 26-year-old Orson Welles's 
1941 directorial debut sits at the top 
of so many greatest-movies-of -all- 
time lists that it is easy to forget 
what good fun it is - light, fast, 
scabrous and breath takingly 
inventive. It is also one of those films 
that could not have been made by 
anyone else. Welles (above) is 
Charles Foster Kane (while Kane, 
as everybody knows, was William 
Randolph Hearst), whose rise and 
fall mirrored Welles's subsequent 
career in movieland. 


I 'm hazarding a guess here, but I imagine that 
the one thing that most media-sawy. post-literate 
people know about Joseph Conrad's Nostromo is 
that the film director David Lean spent the latter stages 
of his life plotting to bring it to the screen. Conrad's 
1904 novel also fascinated the screenwriter Robert Bolt 
during the 1960s, but it has taken a combination of 
British. American, Italian and Spanish money to finally 
nail the beast Moreover, given its multi-national fund- 
ing and casting (from Colin Firth and Brian Dennehy 
to Qaudia Cardinale ). and the hugely ambitious nature 
of the book (the intellectual and political forces which 
distort individuals and nations), Nostromo (Sat BBC2) 
is remarkably coherent. 

Visually, it’s a treat. David Lean would probably have 
lost his characters in the Andean landscape, but direc- 
tor Alastair Reid keeps the right balance between man 
and nature - and there's a suitably lush score by Ennio 
Morrioone. Colin Firth, looking muted and sexless 
minus a smouldering storyline and his Mr Darcy 
breeches, plays Gould, the idealistic (so you know 
what’s going to happen to him) owner of a dilapidated 


silver mine in a fictional South American country. His 
father, the mine's previous owner, was killed by his 
workers during a nationalist revolution, and Firth 
is determined to make a success of it, despite the 
misgivings of Dr Monygham, a broken and sozzled 
colleague of his papa, played by Albert Fmne>'. 

Orson Welles, as far as we (mow, never wanted to 
make a movie out of Nostromo. He did, however, want 
to film Moby Dick, Don Quixote and The Merchant of 
Venice , according to the TX documentary. The Lost 
Films of Orson Welles (Sat BBC2). Welles did, in fact, 
complete shooting Shakespeare’s Venetian talc, but the 
negatives mysteriously disappeared before they could 
be edited. Judging by what remains, his Sbylock is 
a great loss to the canon of filmed Shakespeare. 
The Other Side of the Wind, his 1976 film starring 
John Huston and Peter Bogdanovich (and with 
enough rapid editing as to make iVyPD Blue seem like 
a still Life) is completed but remains blocked by legal 
wrangles. A lot of the other stuff- taken out of storage 
for the first time since his death by Welles’s long-term 
companion, Oja Kodar, is the cinematic equivalent of 


doodling, the by-products of frustrated talent. 

The first series of HiH Street Blues (Sat C4). Steven 
Bochco’s innovative and fondly remembered 1980s 
ensemble police series, begins a rerun and lodes as raw 
as you would expect. This was the beginning of a long 
experimentation with the genre which has now evolved 
into NYPD Blue and Murder One. 

{ was rather struck by the similarities between 
An Andies ce with™ Brace Forsyth (Sat ITV) 
(reminiscences and anecdotes with Tarty, Kenny 
Lynch and co) and Bragg on America (Sun ITV). with 
its reminiscences and anecdotes from Jackie Collins. 
Tina Brown and David Hockney. In fact, they should 
have called this week’s episode HoUywood Mehyn. 

Howard Goodairs Organ Works (Sun C4) takes its 
tone from the schoolboy pun in its title. Goodail is a 
irrep ressi bly chirpy composer - he wrote the theme 
tunes for Blackadder and Mr Bean — and presenter, who 
lends an unlikely but largely successful populist touch 
to the story of organs and organ music. bouncing 
around from the Tyrol to Spain to an east London 
organ makers. The lad’s gone and will go far. 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.05 The Pink Panther Show (R) (2253284). 

7.25 News. Weather (6957212). 

7.30 Children’s BBC; Lznogoud. 7.40 Phantom 2040. 

8.05 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 

8J0 The New Adventures of Superman (3443888). 

9.15 Live and Kicking. Order, order. Guests are Michelle 
Gayle and Betty Boothroyd, Speaker of the House 
of Commons (S) (71841468). 

12.12 Weather (6729975). 

12.15 Grandstand. Introduced by Steve Rider horn 
Twickenham. 12.20 Football Focus (6171807). 

1.00 News (146845 1 7). 1.00 Racing from 
Chepstow: die 1.15 BBC Ceefax and Marda-Ann 
Cooper Handicap Chase (15332352). 1 25 Skiing; 
action from the World Cup women's downhill from 
Laax in Switzerland (92669333). 1.40 Racing 
from Chepstow: the 1.45 Prestige Ncwices’s Hurdle 
(98626791). 1.55 Rugby Union. 2.10 Racing 
from Chepstow: the 2.15 John Hughes Grand 
National Trial (63865064). 225 Rugby Union. 
England v Scotland. Live coverage of the Calcutta 
Cup match from Twickenham. Kick-off at 3pm. 

See The big match, above (64379265). 4.40 Final 
Score (2345449). 5.00 Rugby Union: Wales v 
Ireland. Extensive highlights (5 284). 

5.30 News, Weather (T) (382246). 

5.40 Regional News and Weather (59751 7). 

5.45 The Simpsons (S) (7) (860449). 

6.10 Due South (S) (870623). 

6.55 Noel's House Party. The Bee Gees are the victims 
of this week’s Gotcha (SJ (655401). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live fS) (7) (308265). 

8.05 Casualty. Josh, who last week lost his entire family 
in a gas explosion, seeks solace from Baz (S) (7) 
(798536). 

8.55 News and Sport, Weather (7) (264642). 

9.15 BBS Midnight's Child (Colin Bucksey 1992 US). 
Made-for-TV tosh starring Olivia D’Abo as a 
Swedish au pair from hell - literally so, as she picks 
out an LA couple's young daughter to be bride for 
the Devil. Yes, well... (T) (449994). 

10.45 Match of the Day. Derby County v Liverpool is die 
main event -plus, all the rest of the da/s 
Premiership goals (S) (T) (4814062). 

1135 The Frank Skinner Show (R) (SJ (7) (644008). 

1235 Top of the Pops (5) (7) (1921043). 

12.55 BOS Shag (Zelda Barron 1989 UK/US). The title 
translates a little unfortunately into British English 
(Ffclace, who produced it, should have known 
better), but to Americans of a certain generation, 
allegedly, the shag was a dance craze. Set in 1963. 
Phoebe Cates is the lass who, on the are of her 
wedding, heads off for one last spree on the beach 
with girlfriends Bridget Fonda, Page Hannah and 
Anna be th Gish. A strong young cast (T) (598734). 

2.30 Weather (8233 753). To 2.35am. 

REGIONS: Nl. 2.25 Rugby Union: Wales v Ireland. Wales: 
2.25pm Rugby Union Wales v Ireland. 11.55 
Snooker. 12.40am The Frank Skinner Show. 1.10 
Top of the Pops. 1.40 Rim: Shag. 


6.20 Open University: Voyages of Discovery 

(6039913). 6.45 The Planet Earth: A Scientific 
Model (500851 7). 7.10 Seville: Gateway to the 
Indies (3228130). 7.35 Playing Safe (1080401). 

8.00 Open Saturday (8 84401). 

10.30 The Sky at Night (R) (S) (D (4721 807). 

10.50 BOO Never Give a Sucker an Even Break (Edward 
Cline 1941 US). Top drawer WC Reids - an 
essentially plotless joy-fest in which the 
misanthropic one parodies the various stages of 
film-making as his screenwriter character, Otis 
Criblecoblis puts together a feature for Esoteric 
Studios. Co-stars Groucho Marx's great “straight- 
woman", Margaret Dumont (7632468). 

12.00 Film 97 with Barry Norman (S) (T) (1 1555). 

1230 mm Journey into Fear (Orson Welles 1942 US). 
Dark, labyrinthine and often pretentious adaptation 
(by Welles and its nominal star. Joseph Cotten) of 
Eric Ambler's spy story about munitions smugglers 
in Second VSforid War Turkey. Welles himself plays 
the Turkish police chief in this, the first in a triple 
bill of his films (8261 1 59). 

1.40 BM Citizen Kane (Orson Welles 1941 US). See 
The big picture, above (T) (78557807). 

3-35 lawftl me Magnificent Ambersons (Orson Welles 
1942 US). Welles’s second film after Citizen Kane 
is in some respects deeper and more interesting - 
albeit lacking the verve of his dazzling calling card. 
Tim Halt plays the arrogant scion of the 
eponymous moneyed family in tum-of-th&century 
America, surrounded by stand-out performances 
from Dolores Costello as his mother, Agies 
Moorehead as his hysterically bitter aunt and 
Joseph Cotten. RKO famously savaged it in the 
editing stage and this is the only more-or-less 
complete version in existence (6564604). 

5.00 TUTP 2 (5) (9065772). 

5.45 World Bowls. Dougie Donnelly in fteston 
introduces coverage of the final (5) (732739). 

630Ass4punent Special. Investigates allegations that 
Pakistan's deposed FYime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
plundered millions (S) (827791). 

7.15 News and Sport, Weather ( T) (248159). 

7.30 What the Papers Say. John Sweeney of the 
Observer reviews the press (S) (3971 59). 

7.40 TX: The Lost Rims of Oreon Wefles. See preview, 
above (S)(T) (212081). 

9.00 TiD Death Us Do Part (R) (4159). 

9.30 Nostr omo. See preview, above (S) (T) (5594468). 

10.45 H 1 WI The Fabulous Baker Boys (Store K loves 

1989 US). Lounge-bar pianists, Jeff and Beau 
Bridges, hire singer Michelle Pfeiffer to pep up their 
tired old act, and she changes their life in this 
terrific , smartly scripted romance (71143420). 

122.0 13TO1 Wanda (Barbara Laden 1971 US). Shot on 
16mm, this award-winning but drab piece of 
realism features its director as bedraggled divorcee 
from a mining town who teams up with small-time 
crook Michael Higgins for a spot of orwoad stick 
ups. A real curio (82774314). To 2.25am. 


6.00 GMTV: 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 630 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.10 D'sne/s 
Wake Up in the Wild Room. 830 Gargoyles. 8.55 
Masked Rider (1706159). 

935 Scratchy and Co. Music comes from 911 and 
Skunk Anansie. Pius, gossip from last week's Brett 
Awards (S) (771 75389). 

1130 The Chart Show (S) (37159). 

1230 Fresh. A profile of Talvin Singh, a young Angfo- 
Asian musician, DJ, record producer and dub 
owner opens this new “contemporary arts-based 
series" (35623). 

1.00 News, Wbsther (7) (14602913). 

1.05 Lond on Weekend Today (7) (14601284). 

1.10 BID Disaster an the Caastiiner (Richard C 

Sarafian 1980 US). A vengeful railroad employee 
programmes a head-on collision for the computer 
controlled Los Angeles-San Francisco train service. 
Can he be stopped? Mechanically cranked 
suspense with Uoyd Bridges (95936062). 

3.00 Afrwotf (R) (2914081). 

3.50 seaQuest DSV. The submarine is visited by aliens. 
Sounds like a TV series in trouble ( T) (4636997). 

4.45 News, Sports Results, Weather 0) (2339888). 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (7) (5613081). 

530 Clueless (SJ (T) (18741 78). 

530 Sabrina, the Teenage Witch. Flap star Cool to 
makes a guest appearance, as Sabrina's cat goes 
missing one Christmas Eve (S) (T) (8451 30). 

6.15 Gladiators - the Ashes Series (S) 0) (690371). 

7.15 Blind Data. Last week’s winners report back from 
Canada and France (S)CD (696555). 

8.15 Family Fortunes (SJ 0) (526062). 

8.45 News, Weather, Lottery Result (T) (246246). 

9.00 An Audience with Bruce Forsyth. See preview, 
above ( S) 01(1555). 

10.00 HUSfiango and Cash (Andrei Konchakwsty 1989 
US). Reluctantly teamed cops Sylvester Stallone 
and Kurt Russell by to out-macho each other when 
they pair up to nail the drufp baron (Jack Balance) 
who has framed them. Slick smash-bang-wallop 
direction and nimble dialogue male a surprisingly 
enjoyable ride out of this otherwise clicWd buddy- 
buddy action movie (S) (2501 59). ..... 

11.55 fn Bed writh Medinner. Chunky comedian Bob 
Mills, whose new Channel 4 chat show starts 
tonight continues his bawl through some of 
television's odder offerings (464064). 

1235 mm Erik the Viking (Terry Jones 1989 UK). 
Jones's adaptation of his children’s book is an 
inventive but not particularly funny or exciting 
Norse saga that probably won’t please either 
Python fans or their children. Tim Robbins, John 
Cleese and Imogen Stubbs star (S) (396043). 

2.05 Tropical Heat (S) (5109289). 

235 E! News Review (2574192). 

3.45 Club Nation (R) (2925550). 

4.40 ITV Sport Cl a ssic s . Frank Bruno takes on Joe 
Bugner from the archives (45837260). 

5.05 Coach (SJ (36741 1 1). To 5.30am. 


6.00 Sesame Street (R) (68623). 

7.00 Dumb and Dumber (SJ (26826). 

730 Dennis (R) (2130517). 

7.45 Fust Erfition. With Jon Snow (R) (2128772). 

8.00 Itansworid Sport (23623). 

9.00 Morning Line (SJ (90710). 

10.00 ferepwa Football Italia (12307). 

11.00 Super Bowl XXXI. Highlights of last Sunday's dash 
between the New England Ffctriots and the Green 
Bay Packers (S) (8523159). 

12.10 Tim Henman's Sflver Service. Profile of the fast- 
rising British tennis star by Ian Wooldridge of the 
Daily Mail (0 (7393623). 

12^40 Channel 4 Rating. Jim McGrath presents the 

12.45, 1.20, 1.50 and 235 races at Sandown 
Park (S) (35450401). 

2.45 The Summer Tree. A short film about an old man 
recall ing his younger years (7) (3935401). 

235 mm Mr Deeds Goes to Town (Frank Capra 1 936 
US). Gary Cooper charms as Longfellow Deeds, the 
smali-town, greeting-card poet from New England 
who comes to New Ybrk and conquers its cynical 
big-city heart (along with that of Jean Arthur, the 
hackette sent to do a hatchet job on him). 
Quintessential Capra, but it strains at just over two 
hours (D (81583975). 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (R) (S) (T) (8027246). 

630 Rigitto Reply (S) (D (8). 

7.00 A Week in FoBtics (5) (3913). 

8.00 Fragile Kingdoms. Visits south-western Italy where 
one of the oldest human settlements in the world is 
now home to a rare breed of kestrel (S)(T) (9333). 

9.00 Last Chance Lottery (SJ (9197). 

10.00 Eurotrash (R)(S) (31492). 

1030 The Show. A new chat show, hosted by Bob Mills, 
which incorporates not only the show itself, but all 
tire shenanigans which surround it - agreeing on 
guests, getting them to do the show, getting other 
guests when guests drop out getting guests ta the 
studio, etc, etc. A real life Larry Sanders Shaw, in 
other words- in fact in the words erf the 
accompanying publicity material. Larry Sanders is 
hilarious. Will this be? (4828265). 

1135 Hill Street Blues. See preview, above (R) (S) (7) 
(540913). ‘ " ' 

1235 TV Pizza. Surfs into “The Love Channel”, religious 
programme “Nativity Cross” are! drag queen 
sensation and former Warhol associate Holly 
Woodlawn (SJ (8398260). 

1.20 The Gbfie Show (R) (SJ (5538550). 

130 Rtdti Late. Robbie, an actor; thinks his wife has it 
easy in her job as a hairdresser So Ricki arranges 
for them to swap jobs (R) (SJ (7) (5983956). 

235 Beavis and Butt-Head (R) (SJ (5700550). 

3.05 Bless This House (R)(S) (62779821). 

330 FBm Night (R) (S) (29734). 

4.00 The White Room. With Sting, Teenage Fandub, 
Geno Washington, the Equals, Babyton Zoo, 
Supergrass and McAlmont (R) (SJ (5386192). 

4.55 The Beat Specials (RXS) (5780227). To 6.05am. 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

7.00am CIrve Warren 10.00 Kevin 
Greening 1.00 Jo Whiley 4.00 
John Pfeel 7.00 Daw Pearce - 
Lmregroow Dance ftirty 9.00 Ra- 
dio 1 Rap Show 12.00 The Radio 
i Reggae Dancehall Nite 2.00 Es- 
sential Mix - Marshall Jefferson 
4. 00-7. 00am Charlie Jordan 


Radio 2 

iKw.m’fW) 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Stew Wright 

1.00 Jeremy Clarkson's Laughing 
Gear 130 To the Manor Bom 

2.00 Judi Spiers 4.00 Nick 
Barractough 5.00 Don Everty at 
60 6.00 The Moody Blues in 
Concert 7.00 My Fair Lady iRJ 

10.00 lain Anderson's Celtic 
Connections 97 12.05 Charles 
Now 4.00-7. 00am Mo Dutta 



Choice 


Sixty million Americans believe that 
the end of the world is nigh -the 
theological reasons for this and the 
political and social fall-out come 
under sustained scrutiny in a 
five-part series, Apocalypse Now 
and Then (10.05pm R3). Earlier, 
Apocalypse Now is remembered 
by Robert Duvall (left) in Close-Ups 
16.50pm R4). 


Radio 3 

wzsz-ufctm) 

6.55am Weather, News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. Julian 
Budden compares available 
recordings of Gluck’s Qrfeo ed 
Eundrce. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Rations. Another 
chance to hear Michael Berke- 
ley’s interview with Canadian 
writer, historian and punrallsi 
Michael Igiatieff (R1 

1.00 Threads. 

120 News; Vintage Years: the 
Pnilharmoma. Humpnrey Burton 
traces the histiry of the Philhar- 
monic. 

320 The Finishing Touch. Tenor 
Arrrtrorry RoUe Johnson holds a 
masterclass on Mozart's operatic 
rotes with students at the Bnt- 
len-Ffears School, assisted by 
itical coach Diane Forte no 

4.05 The BBC Orchestras. Rach- 
maninov: Prince Rusilslav. Stra- 
vinsky: Symphony in E flat. (R) 

5.00 Jarz Record Requests. 

545 Muse Matters. Including a 

new piece for the virginals; mu- 
se of the occult: and new ideas 
about Odreghem. 

630 Live from the Met I puritan. 
A tale o! the English Civil War 
composed by a Sicilian living in 
Ruis. Bellini's last opera is set 
m Plymouth Castle and deals 
with passionate jealousy and in- 
tn&re between the Royalists and 
the Puritans. Sung 01 Katun. 

7- 50 interval WnKam Weaver tasks 
afrout Bellini's I PUrrtani. 

8- 15 I pwntant. Ad 2 


8.55 The Met Opera Quiz. A panel 
of three opera experts tackles 
questions sent in by listeners. 

930 I puntam. Act 3. 

10.05 Apocalypse Now and Then. 
Millions of fundamentalist Chris- 
tians. many of them in America, 
believe that the biblical Book of 
elation refers to events in our 
own time. In the first of five pro- 
grammes twan Russell- Jones ex- 
amines the theology behind the 
belief that we are Irving at the 
end of time. See Criwce. above. 

10.30 Impressions. Bryn Morton 

looks at recent releases by pi- 
anist Myra Metfard and drum- 
mer Bobby Previle, and at a 
six-CD retrospective of pianist 
and composer Chick Corea. 

12.30 First Bass. The second ot six 
programmes to which bassist 
Ray Brawn talks la Alyn Shipton 
about his distinguished Career. 

1.00-7. 00am Through the Night. 
With Donald Macleod. 


Radio 4 

■,S7 4-34 BBL' fit. -SSWtUV 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. With 
James WhiOoum and guest. 

6.55 weather. 

7.00 Today. With John Humphry 
and Sue MacGregor 

8.58 Watte. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport m A. With Cliff Morgan. 

930 Breakaway. Holiday reports 
(ram around the world. 

10.00 News. Loose Ends. Present- 
ed by Ned Shemn. 

11.0 0 New s; The Week m West- 
minster. 

1130 Asiafile. In me second of 
eight pr o grammes, Julian Pet- 
lifer explores Asian cuisine and 
alternative medicine. 

12.00 Money Bax. Alison Mifchsll 
with the latest news firm 

the world of persona) finance. 

1235 Just a Minute. From 
St Andrew's University. 

12.55 Weather. 



1.00 News. 

1.10 Arty Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbieby chairs a discussion of 
issues raised in Putney, London, 
with Sir Norman Fowler MR Sir 
Aten Watters. Referendum Party; 
Simon Hughes MR Literal De- 
mocrat spokesman on health; 
and Glenda Jackson MR shad- 
ow Transport Minister. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? (0171) 
580 4444. 

230 Playhouse: Dreams of Leav- 
ing. By Rob Gittins. In 1900. 

Wales was the land of milk and 

honey for many impoverished 
Italians. Ninety years later, it's a 
very different story With Aman- 
da Gordon and Suzanne Packer. 

4.00 News; That's History. Gerry 
Northam tests the reputation of 
ancient Greek civilisation as a 
modeMor modem society. 

430 Science Now: 

5.00 File on 4. 

5.40 Footnotes. The test pro- 
gramme of the series. 

530 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 weather. 

6.00 Six CDock News. 

635 Week Ending. 

630 Close Ups. A new senes in 
which Niga Andrews mass 
Hollywood's leading players. 
Here he talks to Robert Duvall. 
See Chorea above. 

7-20 Kaleidoscope Feature. Franz 
Schubert’s great song cyde 
Winterers? evokes a mental 
journey ot grief and loneliness. 
Many greet artists have travelled 
this journey since, notably Di^- 
r>ch Fischer-Dieskau and Brigitte 
Fassbaender. On the bicentenary 
of Schubert’s birth, they reflect 
on Wmtemise as the compos- 
er's most revealing biography. 

730 On These Days. 

8.50 Saturday Night- Theatre: 

Young PC. By Mark Davis 
Markham. Paula Young, a newly 
qualified police constable, is 
posted to her home town, to the 
disojmiwt of her boyfriend and 
ether petty criminals. (R) 


935 Classics with Kay. Brian Kay 
celebrates the 200th anniver- 
sary of Franz Schubert. 

930 Ten to Ten. Cristina Odone 
talks to Jeremy Vme. 

939 weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Wallis - the Life and Legends 
of Wallis Simpson. As the 
Duchess of Windsor, WeUIb 
S impson was reviled for causing 
a king to abdicate his throne. 

But what was she realty Hie? (R) 

11.15 The Blue Room. (R) 

11.45 Aesthete's Foot John McK- 
ay continues hs comic recoltec- 
tiorrs of an awkward East 
Lothian boyhood. (K> 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: Ernest and 
Gwendolin lAn Old-Fashioned 
Love Story). By Jonathan Treitaf. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As Wbrid Service. 

530 Inshore Forecast 

531 Beits on Sunday. 

535-6. QOam Shipping Forecast 

Radio 5 

(693.9QStfbWn 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.00 Weekend 

11.00 Top Gear 1130 The 
Game's Up 1230 Baker and Kelly 
Upfront 1.00 Sport on Five 6.06 
Six-C-Six 8.00 The Treatment 

9.00 Daltyn UK 10.00 Brief Lives 
1030 Asian Perspective 1130 
News Extra 12.00 After Hours 

2.00 Up All Night 5 .00-6. 00am 
Morning Reports 


SKY1 

7.00am Oreon and Ofivia (591 7&L 
730 George i61913i. 8.00 Young 
Indiana Jones 152I59J. 9.00 Star 
Trek: Next Generation 145284). 

10.00 Quantum Leap (67)97). 

11.00 Star Trek (47333). 1230 
Wrestling 174536). 1.00 Wrestling 
(83284J. 2.00 Kung Fu - the Legend 
Continues (12159J. 330 Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine 176420). 430 Star 
Trek: tfeyagsr (95555J. 5.00 The Hit 
Mix {2975). 6.00 Kur^ Fu - the 
Legend Continues 163420 1 7.00 
Hercules: the Legendary Journeys 
(13449). 8.00 Coppers (23523. 830 
Cops 1 181591 9.00 COps II (91739). 
930 Cop Files (752651 10.00 Law 
and Order (598201 11.00 Red Shoe 
Diaries (96284). 1130 The Movie 
Show 1336421 12.00 LAPD 
(455501 12.30 The Lucy Show 
(819831 130 Dream On (95227). 
130 The Edge (97096). 2.00- 
6.00am Hit Mix (8540444). 


SKIT MOVES GOLD 

aOqpro The Lost Vtorid {] 960) 
187951301 830 The Driver (1978) 
(87079751 1030 ThB Deep (1977) 
(445880811 12.10 Ljemy Live »d Un- 
leashed (1989) (700384QI 130 0 Gre- 
co (1966) (3577444). 335630am 
Can Me Madam (1953) (93978211 


S&fSPGSfZSl 

630am Racing News (79 468). 7J00 
Goff: HeineJen Votes Classic 
(5859131 10.00 The Rugby Club 
(83159/. 11.00 Hold the Back Rage 
(96623). 12.00 Sports Saturday 
(73881 1 781 4.15 Sports Saturday 
Results (8447604). 530 Jce Hockey: 
NHL Power Week (1 72461 63D Ice 
Hockey (768159). 930 Spanish 
Football (12555). 1130 ice Hockey 
(689178). 230-430am Spanish 
FbotbaH (76937). 





The Big Match 


Rugby: England v Scotland 
2.25pm Sat B8C1 " v v; - 


England's rugby union team gtt&te - 
answer critics ot their coach Ua&fattS) 
and his alleged “mumbo-fumbo^taefo 
when they open their Five Natjria^. .« f. . 
account against Scotod In todayV 
Calcutta Gup mats* at Twictertfjam. . , 
Captain Phil De Gtanvilte's defence '■/ >? ' . 
included a plea to the Twichere ttw# fo 
be toferanl'ot their ambition to ScK points, 
but we could be forgiven for panting to 
Wales's try -scoring conquest of the Scots. 
English tries, though, are likely fo corre 

from Jason Leonard (above!) add the pack. 


M 


ITV/Regions 


MKGUA 

As London oieeptr 1230 Maries. Gamas snd videos 
(356231 1.10 ChampkSnsrt fhe R*se (249246041 
140 Cartoon (11 727266). 2J00fikvrtL(729l71QL 
235 seaQuest fJ506975i 330 Bayvtth P4S36997L 
1 130 F8m: The Calendar GMMurifers (8383331 L4Q 
Carnal Knowtec^ (6262208). ZAQFfkn: IntheBef- 
ly ot the Whale (366444). 43S Sound BAes 
(9531 72601 435 - 530 Fbnky Bunffir (2023840). 

comm : -/-I:*. 

As London except: 1230 tariffin' (35623). 1.10 
Champions of the Future (24^4604). 1.40 Moves, 
Games and Videos (2022326612.10 Fftit You Ru- 
ined My ufe (1578261 5.10 Central Match - Goals 
Extra (75933521 3.45 JDbflnfcr 17901737. 530 - 
530 Asian Eye (20670431 ^ • • 

QUINE 3 NORTH EAST 

As London except: 1230 Movies. Games and Videos 
(35623). 1.10 Airwotf (SS05595J. 2.05 Cartoon , 
(35422178). 2.10 FBm: Man ‘About the House l 
ri578261330Baywatchr463£997J t S.10IUrir» ^ 
(75933521 1135 Movie Show Special -0» Hart wflh 
a Vengeance (334517 1 1230 0** f 7670376 1 
1245 In Bed with Medinner (550501 1,15 One Topaz 
(82759 J 921 330 Fumy BMtB9S(6056Q9S61 335 
Collins and Macaw's Movie dub (6054564 7). 435 
Murder, She Wrote (2659666). 535 >530 Sound 
Bites (59906851 . . 

YORKSHIRE 

As North Eartaccpk 530 Scoreto (7593352). 

HIV YflUJ-S 

As London except: 1230 Movies, Games and Videos 
(356231 LID bonman TrtatttovWirtd Dwnwnshps 
1996(85065551 2J35Vtortt of Wander [420256421 
235 Fkc Earth Star ttoyager (76923 J 30). lLSOFfcc 
The CafenctaGHMsdEB (6383331.1.40 Carpal Knowl- 
edge (82622091 240 rami lflJhe Belly of the Whate 
(366444). 42S SoundBHes (953J 72601 43S ■ 530 
funky Burter (20238401 ' 

PnVWEST > ... 

As HTV Wales except L10 Sportsweak (268942ffl! 
145 Wbrid of Wonder (K 7265361 2.03 Hfe* EartV 
Star Vbyager (49987772). 435 The List (2529751 

MERDIM 

. As London except- 1230 Movies, Games and Videos 
(356231 1.10Stunimasti» (249246041 140 Car- 
toon (98626J591 1.55 Abyroff (4240(301 235 
seaQuest DSV (75069 751 330 Baywatch (46369971 
1130 Ften: The Calendar Girl Mudas (638333). 140 
Carnal KfX3wter^jeTfi2b220ffi. 240 Rtnn ki the Bel- 
ly of the Whale (3 66444). 435 Sound Bits 
(953172601 435 - 530 Funky Bunto <202384(5. 
WESTCOONIOT 

As London ocepfc 1230 Maries, Games and Videos 
(356231 130 Fttm; Mad about Men (959457)01 
235 Alnmff (1506975). 1130 FBm: The Calendar 
Girl Murders (6383331 140 Carnal Knowledge 
(6262208). 240 FBm: In the Belly Of the Whale 
(3664441 425 Sound Bites (9531 72601 435 - 530 
Funky Bunker (2023840). 

SC 

As London ocapt: 1000 Board Stupid (88J 75). 1030 
New Gamesmaster (I537J). 12.10 tfwwateh 
( 73936231 1240 Snwcer and Rapvrg (45597197). 

230 ftoi (935988071 630 Sn*» « 730 Newyd- 
dwi (238772). 7.15 CodTr to l! 309S84L &20 Tro 
Bruch Lyn Eberazer (8293331 830 Snwcar(474604l 
925 Last Chance Lottery (i8402»l 1030 The Show 
(706Q41 1130 Brass EJe (5932651 12.05 Fortran - 
TV (1 99)8021 435 -530 Beat Specials (7)452891 
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MUMMY, CAN I HAVE 
A PRETTY FACE LIKE 
OTHER GIRLS? 


SKY 2 

7.00am Beverty Hills, 90210 
(50292841 830 Melrose Place 
(S005604J. 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(5025468). 1030 Tales from the 
Crypt (50697)01 1030 Tales from 
the Crypt (5045130). 11.00 Stand 
and Denver (455651 7). 1130 Stand 
and Defivo- 03834491 12.00- 
6.00am Hit Mix (7881579). 


smrsronsz 

730am Soccer AM (6631710). 
1LOO NHL Rawer Week (8655082 ). 
12.00 God: Heineken Vines Classic 
(5451401). 2.00 Snooker: the Welsh 
Open (5401 739). 5.00 World Sports 
Special (4038517). 530 Beach Vfof- 
leyball (64381301 630 Snooker; the 
welsh Open (9223569). 930 Rugjy 
Union (6037)97). 12.00 H^i 5 
(9966647). 1230-l.OOam Cricket 
Had of Fame (3509753). 




Classic FM 

UIXU)-10l9HtcW) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum 
1.00 Alan Mann 4.00 Jane 
Markham 7.00 Travel Guide 3.00 
Evening Concert 10.00 Classic 
Quiz 12-00 Andre Leon 4.00 
Travel Guide 5.00*6.00am 
Michael Fanstone 


Virgin Radio 

fl’ll 1I97-1260M& m lQUHrM) 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 830 
Russ W Jono's Greatest Hits 10.00 
Jeremy Clark 2.00 The Album 
Chart with Mark Forrest 6.00 Lynn 
Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 2.00- 
6^>0am Howard Pearce 


ST MOVIES 

6.00am Run Wild. Run Free (1969) 
(36772). 8.00 Esther and the King 
(1960) (36739J. 10.00 Pet Shop 
(1994) (665)7). 1230 MacShayna 
HnaJ Roll of the Dice (1993) 
(19062). 2.00 Rough Diamonds 
(1994] 06772). 4.00 Charles 
Ghost Story (1994) (7807). 6.00 
Prince fora Day (1995) (16536). 
8.00 It Could Happen To You (1994) 
(11081). 10.00 China Moon (1994) 
(182284). 1145 Hollywood Dreams 
(1992) (382541). 1.15 Mlndwarp 
(1991) (162005). 2.50 Black Fat 
Good Men and Bad (1993} 
(6385531). 4^0-6 ^XJam ItCoukd 
Happen To You (1994) (3069)8). 


SKTSP0RIS3 

12.00noon UK Sfdff Sailing 
(82535536). 1230 High 5 
(86725284). 1.00 Wbrid Motor Sport 
(11302265). 5.00 High 5 
(66258710). 530 UK Sktft SaHing 
(216465171 6.00 Golf: Heineken 
Vines Classic (28102062). 8.00 Golf 
USA: Pebble Beach Pro-Am 
(54281246). 11.00 UK Skiff SaHing 
(65811284). 1130.1230ml Wbrid 
Sports Special (97697739). 


The words of an innocent girl. After all, it's not her faulr titat she 
contracted leprosy. Yet without help, Mali and thousands like her could be 
condemned to a lifetime of Imprisonment'. 

But there is a extra. Just £20 will provide the medication to ensure that 

another youngster like Mali is spared the physical and mental scars of - • 
leprosy - . . 

Can you help by sending a donation today? ' m- ; ' 

5he and thousands like her hope you can. ’ Mill/ IfP™ • 






■- 


countcQvn 


World Service 

ilMHrlHI 

1.00am Newsdesk L30 Quote... 
Unquote 2.0D Newsday 230 Peo- 
ple and Parties 3.00 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Music Re- 
view 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 445 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 5306.00am Weekend 


HOVE CKAMEL 

6.00am Teacher's a 958) 

(676421 830 On the Riviera (1951) 
(27081). 10.00 Romantic Undertak- 
ing (1995) (64159). 1230 Batrran 
Forever (1995) (17604). 2 30 The 
Seventh Mayage of Sinbad (1958) 
(27642). 4.00 Heart and Souls 
(1993) (5449). 6.00 Andre (1994) 
(14178). 830 Batman Forever (1995) 
(19623). 1030 The Usual Suspects 
(1995) (180826). 1145 Crfy Sides 
II: the Legend of Cutty's GoM (1994) 
(827979). 1.40 The Usual Suspects 
(1995) (806937). 335«30am Pen- 
tathlon (1993) (38175840). 


LffETY 

630am Agony 630 Fashion 7.00 
Revelations 730 Fate and Fortune 
830 Why Fites? 830 Video Box 
930 Psydiic Rats 930 Fashion 
1030 Revelations 1030 Agony 
11.00 Psychic Pets 1130 Fate and 
Fortune 12.00 Gail's Campus Capas 
1230 Why Files? 1.00 Looking for 
Love 130 P^chlc Pets 2.00 Fashion 
230 Agony 3.00 Fate and Fortune 
330 Pin Money 4.00 Sport Live 530 
Agony 530 Eva's (top Show 630 
Fashion 630 Spats Live 7.00 Pin 
Money 730 Revelations 8.00 Psychic 
Pets 830 Agony 9.00 Handy Hunks; 
Fashion 9.30 Lookirg for Lwe 945 
Bottom Line 10.00 Topless Darts on 
ice; Sport Live 1030 Stand-Up Uve 
11.00 topless Darts on Ice; Fate and 
Fortune 1130 Sex Show 11.55 Exot- 
ica Erotica 1230 Kiss TV 130- 
6.00am Night Time Prog am me s 


^LEPROSY 

Emission f 


Yes I would like to help, please find enclosed my donation. 

Name pir/irkv'ito'uvTtar/'Oi) 

Address - 

• Postcode 


I enclose C£20 ChO □ Other £ 


CJ, li-...- ••"•I 1 


‘I enclose my cheque (made payable to The Lepicey Mission) 

*1 would like to give by Access/Mastercaid/Visa - please .charge the 
above amount to my account number.- 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ . ’• 




Expiry Date Signature . \ •• • . 

•Heaseddaeesapprapriate . A Registered Oramy , • 

Please return ta The Leprosy Mission. FREEPOST. Goldhay Way, 
Peterborough PE2 58R. 


lyja c> )jSk> 















